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The Preacher. 


The Argument. 
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'T = Amthor of this Book both by the 
! Style, and by the Title of it appeareth 
to have been Solomon, ſince no other 
| Son bf David was King in Jeruſalem, 
*bat be. He ſeemeth to have aritten it in his 
1d Age, mhen he took a more ſerious view of 
of paſt Life. The Honoursypleaſures,nealth, 
iſdome, be had ſo almndantly enjoyed + T he 
Errors and miſcarriages whieb he bad fallen 
Into ; the large experience, and many obſer 
-ations he bad made, of things Nataraly A15= 
ral, D-meſtical,C ivil, Senſ#:!, Divine* the 
rin and Critical inquiry ke bad made af- 
Aer true happineſſe, ' and mhat Contribation 
| things under the Sun cond afford thereun= 
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2 "The Argument. | 
to, Concerning which, He doth, 1, In the 
general diſcever the mtter vanity and inſuffi- 
ciency of all things here below to make a man 
Bleſſed, in regard of their mutable nature, of & 
their weakneſje and diſpropertion to the Soul | 
of Man : of the nearineſs nhich « coutratted F 


” bythe ſtudying of them i and the impe«ſhbility 


of ever drawing from them mare then ka.b ' | 
been formerly extratted ; and conſequently 
the fruitleſſe attempt of any that fhem/d ever , | 
after go about to receive ſatisfattion from  ? 
them, 2. He demonſtrateth this General | 
Prepoſition touching the meſt V ain V anity of |} 
all things under the Sun, Ly au [ndutlion of 
thoſe particulars,from which,above all ethers, | 4 
men uſually expe} the greateſt Cuntentment.}} 1! 
Thoſe art, 1.Wi{dom and Knonledg beth na-} © 
tural and mural,for inquiry whereinto no man |} 7: 
was ever furniſhed with greater abilities and \*t* 
ſtronger inclinations in hies/elf ; or with mere \ 
39 Da and afſiftants from without, # Þ* 
then Solomon was, in regard of the greatnefſe © 4 
of bis dignity and eſtate; and yet after all ke 
eoncludeth , T hat Wiſdume and Kncn/edge! be 
do but encreaſe Grief and Sorrow, ſo far arey 4! 
they from bringing ſuch bleſſedneſs 10 the] $" 
Soul, as may fully ſatufie the defies theres f,) 11/ 
2. Pleaſures and Delights, which be bad ay PO 


winch advantage by bis greatneſſe to Enjoy, #7 


and by bit niſdeme to Examine, 4s ever any 
orher | 


re2amen 
other man ſhould bave : and yet all the con- 
tent be expefted from them, did end in hatred 
;= , of thewy, and deſpair of ever mending bis con- 
n | dition by them. 3. Honour, greatneſſe, and 
of | power in the ror/d,conterning #hichgbe ſhen- 
ul | eth that it is ſ» far from waking men happy, 
ed 44 that without the fear of God to correft and - 
ty  remper it, it ir the occaſion of much wicked= 
.þ * nefſe to thoſe that bave it, and of mach miſe- 
ly Ty tothiſe that ſuffer under it : It uſually 
er , breaking forth into oppreſſion and violence,. 
m  nhereby men in poxer carry themſelves like 
al beaſts toward; their brethren, and ſhall them-. 
of ſelves dye like beaſts, undeſired, and unla» 
of | mented, Ir leing likeaiſe matter of much 
1, | diſcouragement to men that ' are oppreſied 7 


nts | it» making them weary of their lives, careleſs 


F 4 


of their /abours, reſolved ratker. upen quiet- 


4- 
an > idieneſſe, ther upon eavied imployments ; and 
nd 3-10 get nhat they can privately to themſebver, 
re | then having been prblickly uſeful, to lere= 
"th paged with no other Rewards 'then wrong and 
fe danger : hy which means Sicicty and Come 
"he mranity of ſervices amongſt men, ſo greatly 


dge! beneficial to pablick, intereſt, are obſtrutted- 
Bl and diſtort, 4. dugprngrd firm of Rel 
rhe gien aud of Divine wor ſhip, "inta nhich foo= 
To liſh men by carnal confidence, and ſuperficial 
{ al performances, do alſo put diverſe vanities, 
oy 41d make even Gods ſrrvice unuſeful to their 
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. Happineſſe. 5. Riches and great Poſſeſſions, 
which are ſo far from ſitiifying the heart of 
many as that they occaſion more cares, leſſe 
ſleep, leſſe quiet, are ſnares and occaſions of 
much Hurt t0l e owners of them, who,liviug, 
poſeeſs them with ſorron ; and dying, part 
with them with wrath and indignation ; Ha- 
ving little benefit by them in their liſe, as bha- 
ving not power no enjly them : nor in their 
death any comfort from thens, as leaving them 
ro they know not whom,being not at all exemp- 
red by rheas either from miſery or morta- 
{tty. 
Aad baving thus diſcovered the vanity of 
the principal things from whence the Heart of 
wan might bave expetted ſatisfattion : He 


doth thereupon preſcribe many excellent means * 


for bealing and abating of that V axity, and 
for procuring tranquility wnto the Mind, and 
peace and comfort to the life of a man, Such 


are, Contentation of heart iu the [meet and 
RE Ce | | 
free Engoyment if al outnard Bleſſings, with 


thanksgiving,and inthe fear of God, Quiet | 


and Humile Acquieſcency ander the holy and 
powerful providence of God, in all the Events 
which befall us in the World. Sincerity of 
'brart in bis norſhip, and pradent Piety in var 
VIS, prayeri,and addreſſes unto him. Pa- 
rience of fþirit under all the oppre/Ji1ns we meet 


with inthe morid, A compoſed preparedueſs | 
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of mind to wndergo ſorrons and affliiftions. 
Prudgnt and pions moderation of ſpirit in our 
behaviour towards «ll wen, that ſo we may © 
preſerve our names from Calamnie, and onr 
perſons from danger. Methneſs, Charity, 
Patience towards ſuch as tfepd, confidering 
Common frailty, and our own weakneſſe. S645 
briety of mind, contenting onr ſelves with 4 
meaſure of wiſdome and knon/edge, and nos 
buſying our ſelves with things too high for ns. 
Prattical Prudence , whit way render ms 
beautiful in the eyes of othirs, Loyalty Ad 
obedience towards Magiſtrates, thit bar lives 
way not be made uncomfortable by their diſ= 
pleaſure. Wiſdome ro diſcern of time and 


' judgment. Preparedneſs of heart againſt 


inevitable evils. Sitovi/ſion tothe Holy and 
invincible Providence of God, admiring his 
Works, adoring his Tadgments, Foyful fru- 
tion of Comfrts. Conſcienable and indnt- 
ftrious walking in onr particular Callings. 
#iſdeme bog to carry onr ſelves amidſt the 
many Caſualties which meet us in the World, 


) fo as that we WA) by O08Y {0yalty towards 01 
' Smperiours decline the danger of diſpleaſare 


from thrm : and by our Charity to 1nferionrs 
lay up «gocd foundation for our ſelves,ageinſt 
the tive to come. Laſt ly,oderation is the 
aſe of Comf-rts ere ; And preparation by 
the fer of God, and keeping of bis Commun- 
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dements, for death and Judgment hereafter. 
T bat by theſe weans as our Life is ſmeet, ſ0 
our Death may be welcome. That the Pitty * 
of our Tomb may be/p us to bear the Infirmi» | c 
Hes of onr Age, and to lift up our Heads in 
tbe day of Redemption. 
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N this Chapter we have, 1. The Inſcrip-- * 

tion of the whole Book, ver. 1. wherein 

the Author thereof is:deſcribed by his Natu- 

. il Relation, ibe ſon of David ; His Civil 

Relation,Ring in Jeruſalemand hisChurch-. } 

Relation, @- Preacher ; or a Penirent Soul, | 

returning into the boſome of the Church, 

from whence by many groſs miſcarriages he. 

had ſecluded himſelf. 2. A general Pro- 

| poſition, ſetting forth the utter inſufficiency 

6 of-.all things under the Sun to make a man 

Bleſſed, andthe extream vanity which is in | 

them, ©in relation unto ſuch an End, ( how- | 

ever otherwiſe uſeful and beneficial "they 

1 be, within their own ſphere, when ſan- 

Gihed, toſweeten and comfort the life of a | 
man ,- who- hath placed his Happineſs in 
God:) mſomuch, that all the labour which 

is taken to extract happineſs from the Crea- * 

ture, will be wholly truitleſs, and. withont 
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any profit at all, verſ. 2,3, 3. The proof 

of this general Propoſition ;: - | 

' 27, By: mans mortality , whereby he is 

» | quickly removed from the fruition of them ; 

Lo ; whereas that which makes a man happy oughe- 
? 


+ forever to abide with him, verſ, 4. 
F 3, By the Inſtability of all other Crea- 
| tures, They come. and preſently they go, 
and are never ina fixed condition :; If come- 
ing, they make happy ; then departing, they 
-- ? leavemiſerable again. By which imftabi- 
lity of the creatures, being themſelves con- 
* # tinually unſatisfied, is implyed, 1. Their 
il ? weakneſſe to miniſter ſatisfaRion to ſo noble 
-- | acreatureas man, verſ.5,6,7. - 2. The reſt- 
l, | lefle and fruiclefſe Labour which is taken m 
I» | ſeeking ſatisfiRtion f,om things which only 
e- | afﬀfetthe ſences, (ince the Eye is not ſatis- 
- | fied with ſeeing , nor the ear with hearing, 
)_ | rverl. 8, 5 
3. By the continual 'Vicifhtudes and re- 
turns of the ſame things, which having failed 
o7ce, yea often before, are never likely to 
afford further ſupplyzs, then already they 
have done (which indeed are none) tnads 
the happinefle:of a man. And therefore ex- 
cept they. can minifter ſome new -matter'« F 
ſatisfat.on to the ſoul, 'which was never 
| found in them before, and which indeed 
t } they willnever do ; impoſſible it is, bat th= 
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ſame diſappointment which others have met 


F with, muſtlikewiſe befall thoſe, who ſhall 
[ <s—from the ſame things ſeek for that, which the 


il 


wiſeſt of mzn heretofore were never able to 
extract from them, verſ.9,10,1T, 


4. By Solomons own experience, who 
by the dignity of his place, by the inclina- 
tion of his heart, by the greatneſs of his wiſ- 
dome and learning, and by the abundance of 
his wealth, was able to go as far as any other 
man could in this enquiry after true happi- 
neſſe; and when he had ſet himſelf to make 
a molt Critical and Accurate ſearch into all 
things: here below, doth conclude -of them 
all in general, and cf the moſt excellent of 
them all in particular, namely of wiſdome 
and knowledge, That they are not onely 
F anity, and ſo unable to ſatisfie the Soul, 
but are further Yexation of fpirit, as Cau», 
fing much grief and ſorrow to that heart 
which is 1unmoderately converſant about 
them, 
Vetl. 1. He words of the Preacher , 
« h: the. ſon of David , King in 
Fernſalem.| Theſe words are the Inicri- 


Ption *ef th s Book, ſetting down the Au- 


thor thereof. by his Parentage, dignity, and 
defgn in this writing. The Author 1s pre- 
| | fixed 
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fixed, as owning and avowing the doftrine 
therein contained : His dignity 1s added, 
to ſet on the dritt and ſcope of the Book the 
better. A King. Such a King, the ſon of 
David, ſo piouſly educated, 1 Reg. 2. 2, 
3. 1 Chron.2S, 9. Prov, 3161. ſo ſolemn» 
ly by God ſeleed_and ſeparated to that 
Honour, 2 Sam. 7. 12——15.. 2 ChronaT 
I, ſo admirably endowed with iaward- wiſe 
dome, whereby he was fitted, as in ſpecial 
for the work of Government, 1 Reg, 3. 134 
28, (o likewiſe for all natural and moral in» 
quiries, 1 Reg, 10.3, 1 Reg, 4.29-—34. 
So rightly furn:thed with all outward; nieans 
ro further ſuch an inquiry, 2 Chron.,'9.'22. 
ſo fixed and wholly taken up with it, fome> 
times vitiouſly taking his fill of outward 
pleaſures, 1 Reg, 11, 1, ſometimes critical» 
ly, purpoſely ſetting himſelf to extra, the 
quinteſſence of all ſublanary perfe&tions; 
Eccleſ. I. 17. and laſtly,' being infryRted, 
by God, an inſpired perſon, and calledout 
to: pabliſh this as a Preacher of ſo neceſſary 
a truth to Gods people, In all theſereſpe&e, 
there is much Authority added'to what: the 
Wiſe man delivers in this Book, andhedoin 
hereby. excite the attentian. of the1peagle 
thereunto, as unto the words of apenitent 
Canvert, and of a wiſe, »boly, -andipotert « 
Prince, ub bu 
The 


j Fnnotations 0n © ap.T, 
' The words of the Preacher] Some read it 
as a proper name, the words of Koheleth fon 
of David, and ſo would have it to be one 
of the names of Solomon,as Jedidiah,z Sam, 
F2, 25. Lemuel, Prov. 31. 1. It 1s uſually 
out of the Greek rendred Eccl:fiaſtes, or the 
Preacher : as if Solomo1 had publickly de- 
livered it to the Coneregation, ( as we find 
ſometimes Kings and extraordinary perſons 
have ſpoken to the people in their Church 
aſſemblies, 1 Reg. 8. 1. 12. ) But it ſeem- 
eth chiefly to fignifie Solomons repentance, 
- andre-uniting himſelf to the congregation of 
Gods people, from whence by his idolatries 
and other apoftafies h2 had departed: and 
ſo the ſenſe is, The words of the ſoul, or per- 
ſon congregated or gathered unto the 
Church, or congregation of Saints, Pſ, 89;6, 
vie,. of the ſonof David, King in Jeruſalem, 


.pegarion at all, Deut. 23. 3. Nehem. 13. 1, 
and others by idolatry and apoſtacy, did ſhur 
out themſelves from th2 afſemblies of the 
$1ints, by joyning themſelves to other gods. 
Naw here Solomon'doth by ſolemn and ſe- 
riga4sx:epentance return into the boſome of 


vanity 


Some were not to be admitted.into the con- * 


2 
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that congregation, from which by his idola- | 
my'he had departed, and turned: his heart 
« from the Lord /Gad of Iſrael, x King, 1T, 9, | 


And doth therein, and thereunto deelare the 
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vanity of all other waies, ſave only the fear 

and worſhip of the Lord,unto true happineſs, 
And herein he imitateth his father David, 
wavſe name 1s haply here for that cauſe mene 
tioned, that as David being converted did 
pabliſh his repencance unto the Church, in 
that ſolemn penitential Pſalm, Pſal. 51.S0 
his ſon, having fallen from his integrity, did 
take the ſame courſe to give glory ty God in 
the great congregation, Pſal. 40. 10. and to 
make knowa his repentance to al! the 
Church, that thereby he might glorifre God, 
and firengthen his brethren, Whence he 
frequently in this book giveth himſelf this 


title, as of a penitent convert, Chap, '1. 12. 


& 7. 29. & 12, 8,9, 19, The word is a 
Participle or Adjective of the feminine gen- 
der, yet joyned here to a verb maſculine, as 
elſewhere to-a verb feminine, Chap. 7. 27. 
There, becauſe of the grammatical congruity, 
FAere, with relation to the perſon thereby 
ſignified. They uſe to ſupply the ſenſe with 
the word nepheſb, ſoul, which is mentioned 
preſently afier it, Chap. 7. 27, 28; and 
that word-1s elfewhere ſupplyed, 2 Sam. 1 3.' 
29. ſo where it is ſaid, Gen. 49. 6. My glory 
be not thou united unto their afſembly ; the 
Noun is maſculine, the verb: feminme, to 
fignifie that by glory, the ſame was to be 
anderRogd in that clauſe, which was ex- -? 
preſſed 
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preſſed by the feminine Noun, tne ſoul, in 
the former clauſe : and ſo glory ſeems elſe- 
where to (1gnihe the ſoul of a man, Pf. 30, 
12, If it be inquired what may be the cauſe 
why Solomon doth not prefix his proper 
name to this Book, as to th2 other two of the 
Proverbs and Canticles : Though-it be not 
neceſſary to be curious in queſtions of this 
nature, yet this may be inoffenfively con- 
jeRured ; 1, That he ſeems hereby to in- 
tzmate, That by his former fins he had as it 
were forfeited his name of Peace, and ſo we 
find that by reaſon of thoſe his fins, God 
ftirred up adverſaries againſt him,x King.1z, 
14,23. 2. To note his fincerity, who now 
choſe to be known rather by the name of a 
penitent convert, than of a peaceable Prince, 
as if he who had troubled Iſrael by his fins, 
| did no longer deſerve his name of peace, as 
the prodigal ſaid to his father, Iam no more 
worthy to be called thy ſon. So in Scripture; 
men have taken new-names.ſuitable to a nerv 
condition, Gen: 52. 28. Ruth, 1, 29, Mar, 
3: 16,17. Nehem. 9. 7. The other additi- 
ons.likewiſe to his name of penitence may 
ſ:em tobe looked on þy him as ageravations 
of his fins. 1; That he was the ſon-of David, 
3 godly father, who had given him ſuch holy 
education, Who had provided .him materials 
to build Gods bouſe, and greatly encouraged 
| him 
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him to advance the worſhip of the Lord, 
who hid been an example to him to take heed 
of falling into groſs fins, that the fon of (ach 
a father ſhould fall ſo fouly. 2. That he was 
a King on his fathers throne, and that not by 
right of inheritance, but by ſpecial defigna- 
tion from the Lord, who had Gngled him out 
above his brethren, and had appeared unto 
him twice, & gave him wiſdome and prince- 

ly endowments 4or ſo'great a place, that he 

ſhould defile the throne whereunto he had 

been ſo graciouſly advanced ,ar.d from thence 

give toall the people ſo ſad an example of 
ſenſuality and apoſtacy, 3. That he was a 

King in Jeruſalem, an holy City, where was 
Gods throne as well as the thrones of the 

houſe of David, that he ſhould defile the 

Lords land, and his dwelling place : Theſe 

were confiderations worthy for ſuch a peni= 

tent to have his eyes on, for his greater hu-' 
miliation, Thereby teaching us, 1, That the 
fins of the child are greatly aggravated by the 
eqdlineſs of tae parent, Jer. 22; 15,16, 17.) 
2, That the fins of the child are greatly ags 
gravated by the falls and miſcarriages of the 
parent, Dan. 5. 18——23. 3, That Gos are 
ereatly aggravated by the dignities and: pri« 
viledgesof thoſe that commur them,- 2: Sang 
12.7; 8, 9. Deut, 32. 12——19. Amos 29 
9g —13, 3. 2. 4: That the greater the 
| perſon 
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2rſon 18 that finneth;, whereby the ſcandal - 
d the-Churctis- likewiſe the greater, the 
More ſolemn ought . his. repentance to be, - 
umb: 12, 14, 15,16. -2 Chron, 33. 12, 
3, 15,16, 13,19, 5. That the power of 
= grace is exceeding great, which can ſubdue+ | 
the hearts of the greateſt men unto the hea- 
E Weſt yoke of publick and ſolemn repencance, 
#2 Cor. 10.4,5,6.. And farther, from the 
*deſcription of the perſon, and his writi'g of 
this book, .vemay obſerve, 1, That eminen- 
&-c&y. of wiſdome without the continued afli- 
E Rance of grace, cannot keep a man from 
peroſs and foul lapſes, Never a-wiſer manthan 
Solomon, and never any Saint fell into more. 
fooliſh laſts, God is pleaſed {c mztimes to 
*Joffer. men to fall into ſuch fins, the contrary 
graces vhercunto-they had moſt eminently 
1 adorned:withal, As David, a moſt ſpi-- 
-ritaal man, into fleſhly laſt; Lot, whoſe 
righteous ſoul had been vexed at the filthy- 
Eeonverſation of the Sodomites, into another 
© Tort. of \unnatural impurity by inceſt of his 
*gavghters : Job, into impatience ; Moſes, 
he meekeſt man alive, into great pafhon of 
mind, 'Namb, :20. 10; Peter, the boldeft: 
Diſciple, into baſe fear and cowardiſe of 
Tprmrit in denying, his Maſter. . 2. That herght 
of honour, and-abundance of wealth arz 
We ſnares and temptations, even to the 
Wes. 5. wviſeſt 
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wiſe and moſtexcelfent men, Mark 10.23, * 
25, I Tim. 6.9. Iſa. 39.1,2. 3. That 
repentance ſets a man moſt againſt that evil 
by which he had moſt diſhonoured God, and 
been foiled under temptation. Abundance 
* of knowledge and treaſares drew Solomons 
? heart too far from the Lord, and being con- 
” verted, he ſets himſelf moſt to diſcern the 
; emptineſs and vanity of them. So Zacheus, 
7 Lukeng, 8, And Mary Magdalen, Luke 7, 
37,35: 4. That the Lord maketh tae falls 
of his ſervants very beneficial unto. his 
Charch , Davids fall was an occaſion of his 
| penning ſome excellent Pſalms, and Solo- 
mons of writing this excellent book, ſet- 
ting forth the vanity of thoſe worldly things, 
whereby even wiſe men are many times 
drawn away from God, 5. That the Saints, 
after ſome great offence given by their falls 
to the Church, make it their buſineſs, upom 
their repentance, to da ſome more notable 
and eminent ſervice tothe Church : as Peter 
who had been moſt fearful in denying Chrilt 
was after moſt foryard in preaching him, an 
moſt bold in the profeflion of him, AR. 14 
Is. &2, 14, & 3,12, & 4.9. 5,29, 
V.2.F anity of vanities ſaith the Preacb= 
er, vanity of vanities, All is vanity. | The 
ſcope of the wiſe man is, todire& usan the 
rivht way to true happineſs. And-this he 
; doth, 
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Secondly, affirmatively, that it is to be found 
only in God and his ſervice, For the former, 
this is the laſt iſſue and reſult of all that cu- 


rions inquiry which Solomon made into the | 
utmoſt excellencies of creatures here be- * 
low. He was furniſhed above all other men *? 
with all variety of requifites for ſach a work, * 
ſet himſelf critically about it, to difſeR as it | 
were, and take a thorow view of the crea- ? 
ture, and having ſo done, this is the upſhot,. | 
_ that All is nothing bat very vanity. And this © 
he doth in a vehement and pathetical man- 


ner, that it may be the more obſerved. He 


doth not ſay, All is vain; but in the ab- | 
ſtrat, (which is much more emphatical) All | 


is vanity : Not vanity only, but vanity of va- 
nities, that is, extreme vanity, The Gene- 
tive caſe of the Noun, according to the uſe 
of- that tongue, ſupplying an AdjeCtive of 
the ſuperlative degree, Gen. 9g. 35, Cant.r. 
I. Hof. 10. 15. I Tin. 6. 15. And this 
propoſition he doubleth and repeateth again, 
thereby intimating, 1. The unqueſtionable 
certainty of it, Gen. 4o. 32.1ſa.8.9, 2, The 
great conſequence of it, as bzing a truth ne- 
ceflary to be inculcated, that it might make 
the deeper impreſſion on the heart, Ezek.21, 
27, Pſal. 62, 11, Rev. 18. 2. 3. The npatu- 
ral 


doth, firſt negatively, affuring ns that it is } 


-—* Not to be found in any thing under the ſun. 


f 
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ral nnaptneſ$ which is 1 us to give: credit to 
it, or to take notice of it, except it be thus 
inculcated upon! us,. Jer. 22. 29, 4. The 
earneſt affeion of the wiſe man in preſſing 
this neceſſary.truth, with which he. himſelf 
in his repentance was ſo deeply afteed, 


* Repetitioas argue vehemency of affeCtions, 


and earneſt contending for the things ſo re- 
peated, Ezek. 16,6. Luk. 23,21. Gal. 1,8, 
9, Pial. 93. J, - 

And becauſe it might be thought to be 
true only of ſome things, and that ſome other 
things which Solomon had not looked ſo nar= 
rowvly into, might haply have more excellen- 
Cy in them, therefore he addeth, to prevent 
this objeRion, that All is vanity. All, not 
ſimply, but wich limitation to the ſubjeR 
matter of which he treateth in this Book ; 
Every thing ſeverally, all things joyntly, 
Not any one thing alone, not all things col- 
leively ard together are able to ſatishe the 
ſoul, and tomike it happy. It 1s true, the 
works of God are all good and excellent, 
ſought out of a'l thoſe that have pleaſure in 
them. But good in their kind and order 
of excellent uſe to ſet forth the glgry, power, 
wiidome and goudneſs of God, and of ne- 
ceſſiry ſervice for the uſe of man. I Tim. 
4.4, 5. Yet withal vain in other reſpeQs 
1. Comparatively yain, when put in the bal- 

| lance 


ry. 10.40.15, 16;17,2, Vain by that ſaper- 
induced vanity,whereunto they are ſubjeed 
þy the fin of man, Rom. 8. 20. 3. Vain in 
order unto happineſs, the full poſſeſſion, the 


| real ſatisfaction to the ſoul of a man ; Man 
& himſelf, the nobleſt of them all, and that at 


neſs unto fuch-an uſe, Jer. 16.19. 2.1n 


| 


£ Thoſe who lean upon them, Job 15 20, 
"Pf, 31. 7. & 62.10, Jon, 2. 8. 3. Inre- 
& gard of their inſtability ard impermanency, 
2. a$being under the bondage 'of corruption, 
F Rom, 8. 20, 1 Cor, 7. 30, 31. Pſ. 39.11, 
& 2Ccr.q.18, And in all th:ſe reſpeRs uſe- 

# Teſs unto happineſs ; for that which makes a 
> "Man happy, muſt bear a thorow proportion 
 toall the wants, defires and capacities of 
the ſoul, and maſt withal be of an-equal du- 
zation and continuance thereivith ; neither 
wor which is to be found in any worldly 
.- fork the Preacher | Both by inſpiration; 
Bas a P-n-man of the holy Ghoſt ; aud by ex- 
Petience,-as one who had learned it dearly, 
rand to his coſt, He ſets his name as in the 


CG 


" lance with God,and heavenly hings,Job x5. 


© his beſt eſtate, being altogether vanity, Pſal. 5 
” 39. 5,6, 11, Pal, 62. 9, & 144-3,4. They | 
- are vain, 1, Inrezardof their unprofitable- } 


4 Tegard'of their falſeneſs and deceitfulneſs to 


1nN- C 


E moſt vigorous imition of them, cannot bring | 


A am: oc, 
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Cap.t. the Book of Ecclefiaftes, 19 
ia(cription-to the whole book, fo here, a ſes 
cond time to this, Which 1s the ſum of the ? 
whole book, confidently owning the truth 2 
thereof; as ſometimes the Apoltle adder} 7 
his name empharically, to ſet on what he af. » 
firmeth or defireth, 2 Cor, 10,1, Gal. 5,2, * 
Philem. ver.9, 19. So 1 Pet, 5.3. 1 Joh., $ 
1.1, 3. They who ſpeak to the Church, © 
ſhould do it experimentally, and from de-. 
monſtation of the truth to their own hearts, 
that they may be confidently able to own, 
and to arow what they ſay. 

V. 3. What profit bath a man of all bis l4- 

- Þ bear wbich he taketh under the» ſun? | Ors 
what remaineth and abideth with a manof all, 
his labour? What is added to him, or . what: 7 
more hath he by it ? \» 
of all bis labour] The word imports toyl-.” 
; | ſome and troubleſome )abour, and ſo rendred,,# 
| wt Septuagint, wexl@> ; and by Aquila, : 
o . - 


”w I VU 7 od bis | © 


VR 
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wnder the ſun] This may relate to eitheps.? 

- | paſſage of the verſe, either, what remainetty, ? 
* | toa man under the Sun ; that is, nothing un= 2 
der the-Sun will tarry or abide with him. Or." 
of all the labour which. he. bath laboured uns £2} 
derthe Sun ;. or in relation to worldly mat=.# 
ters here delow. :There is a converſation apd.,.f 
a labour in order to. things above the Sung; 
which wall remain with a man,and pole ay ; 
7 
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20 Annotations on 


bour in earthly things will not do ſo. We are 
faid to labour under the Sun, becauſe earthly 
hbour is done by the light of the Sun, Pſal, 


T04. 22,23. Joh. 9. 4. and becauſe by that |} 


light we are more comforted 1n the fruition of 


them, as Ecclef. 1 1.7. and becaufe the be- | 


nefit we expe from our labours, is wrought 
inftramentally by the warmth and influence 
of the Sun, Deut. 33, 14. Here then the 
wiſe man proveth his general propoſition. 
 Whatſoever is unprofitable and periſhivg, is 
very yanity : All things under the Sun, about 
which the afixious and toylſome labour of 
man is converſant, are nnprofitable and pe- 
rifhing,'fornotting of them will remain un- 
to, him, or abide with him. Therefore they 
ate all vain, And this he-propoundeth by 
Way of interrogation, which makes the ne- 

ative more unqueſtionable, as appealing to 

+ the .conſcience of every man , gnd chal-" 
> 'lenging any man to diſprove it. ——__ 
” ture vſnally denies more emphatically” by 

Way of interrogation; as Gen. 30. 2. 2 Sam, 

Ti .) compared with't, Chron, 19, 4, Matth.” 


- I6. 26. Zech, 1.5. Ang hefurther inſifteth” 


E of this point as certain and'neceſ{zry; Chap.” 
2717. & 3.9. & 5. 75. The Sum isthig's! 


Cap.1. 
Phil. 3. 20, Col. 3. x, 2.Joh. 6.27. But la- | 


Qo ww Era © 
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7; Whatever fruit we' have from workdfy * F ten 


* things, we get it with very hard and toylſome”" 
_ labour, 


De 


Cap. 1. rhe Book, of Eccleliaſtes. 21 
labour, either of the mind or body, Gen. 3. 
17, 19. Job 5.7. 2. However that labour 
be. uſeful and ſubſervient to our temporal 
condition, yet it is wholly unprofitable in 


\ | orderunto happineſs. 3, The foundation of 


this unprofitablenels, is; I, It doth not cauſe 


, | a mantoexcel , it adds nothing of real worth 


| unto him at all, Jam. 2. 1—6.Eccl. 9. 14, 
16, Pſ, 49. 12, 13,20, 2.1t doth not a- 
bide with him ; all the comfort it brings, 1s 
dying comfort; it ſtops at the grave, and 
20esno further, Now nothing is profitable 
to a man which he cannot tranſport beyond. 
the grave, which he doth not carry with him 
into another world, Job, t.21, & 21. 21, 
Pal. 49. 14, 17. Joh. 6,27. 1 Tim, 6.7, 
Thoſe works are beneficial which follow 4 
man, Rev. 14, 13. therefore we muſt lay out 
our labour upon a life that abides and .a- 
bounds, Joh, 10. 10. Ifa, 55. 2. and.not 
labour 10 the fire, and for every vanity, Hab. 
2, 13, Luk. 12.6, Matth, 24. 38, 39. _ -. 
V. 4. One generation goeth, and anuber 
generation cometh, but s earth abideth. for. 
ever] By Generation is meant the time 
wherein a Body of men do live and continug 
"| together,ſo we read of this or that Generatis 
g on, Lak, 21,32.Heb.3,10,the ſecond, thud,.: 

3 F tenth generation or ages of men yet'to come, - 
Deut. 23, 2, 3, 8. A mans own generation, 
or 


22 - Annotations on 
or ages of men yet £0 cotne, Deut. 23. 2, 3, 
. A man$ own generation,or the age where- 
in he tiveth, Acts 12, 36. There is a_ con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of men to one another, a fix. 
ed time, as the daies of an hireling, Job 7, 
I. Io, & 14. 14: The inward princi- 
ples of change and mortality are alwaies 
working, and life is like a ſhepherds tent, 


which doth not continue in one place or ay, & 


Ia. 68. 12. | 

But the earth abideth or fandeth for ever] 
Continueth much longer than the men that 
' areupon it; for ever, noteth often a long 
fime,ſo long as- the preſent courſe and order 
of natare 1s to continue, Pf, 119.90, ſo long 
as ſuch or ſuch an ' adminitiration laſteth,, 
Gen, 9.12. 1'Sam. 2. 30. \1 Sam. 13,13. 
. otherwiſe ve know the earth is to be chan- 
ged, and in ſome ſenſe at the leaſt to paſs a- 
W3y,as now the inhabitants thereof do, Matth, 
24. 35. Pal; 102. 25, 27, There ſeems ta: 
de a donble ſenſe in the words, both Conſo.. 


nant to the preſent argument; 1, That man Bl! 


cannot be. happy by any thing which 1s here 
below, in regard of his tranſitory condition, * 
fathers going, and children ſucceeding; a. 
mans labour haply may enrich him, or bring, 
him to honour, lat it cannot lengthen our 
his daies beyond one generation, and then 
heand all his acquirements muſt part, ard ng 
this. 


Cap.1 o 


Cap. x. ' the Book of Ecclelinſtes, '23 
this reſpe&; the earth on which he treads, is 
2 condition better-than himſelf, for it a'- 
bidethto the end; 2, Man ſeeking happi- 
neſs from the earch and earthly things, muſt 
needs- be diſappointed of his expeRation, 
becauſe he paſſeth away, and the earth ſlaies 
behind him, If he conld carry the earth a- 
long with him, he nighthaply promiſe him- 
Melf his wonted contenments, bit the earth 
abides where it was, when he goeth from 1t, 
and can enjoy it no more, Job. 7. to. Pf. 
$49.17. Here then we may obſerve. Firſt, 

determinate time prefixed to the life;Rates, 
onours, offices of men; at nttermoft they 
re but for one generation, wherein every 
'Wnan hath his ſervice to do, his warfare to 
ccompliſh, his race to run, Job 7. r..& 14. 
, 1 Cor, 9. oy Phil. 3, 14. 2 Tim. 4. 7. 
&. 13.36. Secondly, the providence of 
od- in contining the ſeveral. ſucceeding 
Wes of men, thit he may ill hive a feeg 
TW ſerve him,thit one generation my declare 
His works to ariother. THat' the! admirable 
ontexture of the works of providence, 
artied along by pieces,through ranons ſuc- 
KeHotis of men, may at laſt moſt gloriouſly 
© forth his wifdome; huſtite ard goodneſs, 
ſal. 22: 30431, and 792.18. Tf; 78.19. 
en Fccle(. 8. 17. Thirdly, a mans labour un- 
in, fr the ſan, is for himſelf and his ping 
wy | "'B at 


24 +" Annotations 6h + Cap. 
his labour about heavenly things will- abidgf 
with, and benefat himſelf for, ever, Fourth 
ly, fo long asthe generations of men; conf k 
inue, ſo long' doth the Lord by his-deyf 
cree continue the earth for their ſuppoar 
tance and ſalvation, becauſe he hath giveth” 
it to the children} of men, Deutz- 32. $ ” 
and! when-the generations of men'are endy, , 
ed, it ſhall then appear- that, the whols 
Creation -was fubjet to vanity, and i 
the bondage of corruption, Rom. 8.20,2 Pei * 
2 Ys | 

'V. 5. The ſun alſo ariſeth, and tit : 
ſan goeth down , and bhaſteth ro the pla 
-where be aroſe] Or, panteth towards thi 
place, A metaphor from cne! who rut a 
earnefily to ſome mark, or 'preſſeth fafff,” 
ward with ſtrong defire to ſomething. £ 
would attain, Pal. 119. 131, Job, 7, 
A like expreſſion , Pial. 19. 6, 7.4... 
104.19, whereby is fignifred an unweffe ., 
ried ,' yet. conftant . and regular . mot 
founded in a Covenant or ot1inance 
Heaven, Jer. 31, 35, 36 , and 33. 2 
Job 38. 33, from which without a {j 
cial and extraordinary reſtraint trom G1 © 


(as Joſh. 10, 12. 14.38. 8. Job 9.7 
it aever varieth. bang <on8 affirmed d 


all things under. the ſan that they are v 
he here deginnerh with the ſun it- { 
wi 


Cap.t. the Book of Ecclefiaftes. ng 
which doth as it were weary it ſelf ont of 
breath with continual motion. 21. If it did 
bring happineſs to a man in ts rifcing, it 
would remove it again in its ſetting, 
2. Though the earth abideth for ever, 
Jand the ſun moveth regularly over it with its 
E warmth, aud the winds bloiy on it to refreſh 
nds the fruits thereof, Cant. 4. 16, and the wa» 
lg ers paſs through it to make it fruitful, Gen, 
B. 10,11, yet all this can benefit a man 
& pnly in his own generation, but canr.ot con- 
ey ary durable happineſs unto him, 3. 
he earth abides alwaies alike, the ſan 
oves, the windes blow, the rivets run after 
W2e conſtant manner in one age as in ano- 
+ er. If they have never yet made any..hap- 
'Yy, they never will, becauſe they. do miai- 
'S Fer but the ſame comforts again, - 4, Mor- 
1» Wlity and mutability here 1s as natural ta 
Wan, as ſanding to the earth, the motians 
F the ſan, the circuits of the windes; tire 
owing of the Rivers :- ſo that it 1s as-1m+ 
CEÞible for him to be happy by creatures 
'-..M earth, as it is to alter the covenant of day 
Ml night : or to ſtop the regular and inya» 
| *Þble courſes of the Heayens.. 5. The ſun. 
$ his courſe, obſerves his-times of rifng 
d ſetting, and though he ſet, he riſeth 1n 
ual glory again, but when man. goes, he 
Wurns hither no more, Job 14, 9, 124 
| B 2 6, Od- 
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26 Annotations on Cap. 1; 


6, Obſerve the conftant and Ready obedi, 
ence of other creatures to that law of work; 
ing, which was primitively implanted it 
them, they a& as 1t were knowingly, Pla 
104. 19. willingly, Rom. $. 20, vigorouſly 
with joy and firength, Pal; 19.5. and theres 
by ſhame thoſe who have indeed a principly 
of light and reaſon, but at not in contord 
mity unto them. _ | 
V.6. The winde goeth towards the Scuthl 
and tarneth about unto the North, &c.{e 
As the ſun, ſo the windes have their coulh6, 
- ſes, whereby is noted the uncertainty of out h 
ward things, if they pleaſe in their cominthe 
they mnft diſquiet in their departing, wherye 
as the matter of happineſs muft be ever prfvit 
fent and permanent, Here we may alſo noob 
the wiſe providence of God in the circuſÞ2, 
of the windes and other ſublunary creaturgÞ pe 
b 

n 
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which he bringeth out of his treaſvre, 
direfeth as it pleaſeth him for the uſes 
men, one while making them helpful to « 
partof the earth, and another while to ar 
ther, Pſal, 135.7, Job 37. 7. & 38, Mee 

. FO, T3, Deut, 28, 12, Pſal. 78. Wbil; 
Gen. 8. r. Exod.$, 1, & 14.31, He ſeeBÞanit 
eth likewiſe to have reſpe& to thoſe wire i 
which in ſome parts of the world, have a Fretu 
ry regular and nniform motion, in ſollff the 
moneths of the year , blowing confta 


Om 
"7 


= Cap.T, the Book of Ecclefiaftes. +27 
Y out of one quarter, and-in others, out of 
© another. The words [| going, Circuiting, 
Þ whirling about, returning] are uſed to ſhew 
i the refileſs and unquiet nature of theſe 
things, tacir buie and ſpeedy motion, as if 
they were ever out of their place; all which 

© ſhew how full of vanity they are, and re- 
| preſent the diſquiet agitations of the mind 
76 R man, till it fix upon him that is igmamyu- 
fadle, 

| V.7. All rivers ran into the ſea, yer the 
«Rea is not full: unto the place frem mbence 
be rivers come, thither they return again.) 
Though rivers hafuly run into the ſea, as into 
Weir ciſtern, yet the ſea is not filled, ſo as ta 
W'vell above the earth, or overflow the bounds 
Within which God hath decreed it. to ſtay, 
WI o5 38. 8.—171. Pſal, 104. 8, 9. Fer. 15, 
S2, The reaſon whereof is, becauſe there is 
perpetual and proportionable return, as faft 

s by fome channels waters go from theig 
atains tothe ſea , by others they return 
om the ſea into the earth again, Thus,which 

ay ever we caſt our eyes, we every where 
eet with 2vidences of inconſtancy and mu- 

. Þbility here below, as teſtimonies of that 
Yanity whichall things under the ſun are ſub= 
»& unto, 1.Bythe continual motions of theſe 
retures,he ſeemeth to deſcribe the reftleſnes 
the mind. of man, in enquiring after good, 

B 3 2. The 


48 Arnnitations'on Capt ( 
2. The diſ-ſatisfa&ion which it every where d 
meeteth withall , findingno reaſon to reft or v 
ftay there, whither. it had formerly. haſtedF ri 
with greateft*ſpeed. | As all rivers cannof bh; 
fill the ſex ,* { alt creatures: cannot fill theffl or 
heart'of man; -It moves every way , forwardf bc 
and backward,to the South ang to the North,F cc 
from- one content anto another for full ſatis4} 1: 
faCtion, but-can find none, P(al.39:6, & 74 E 
11,19. Prov.19.21. Luk.10. 41. So [- 

V. 8. All things are fall of labour , wan in 
tannor' ntter it ': The eye is not ſatisfied with H 
* ſeeing, nor the ear filled with hearing] AIRIC 
things, to wit, all theſe and the like things 5; 
This 18 a cloſe of the former argament. Haga | 
ving ſhewed the unquiet motion of the ſin wi 
windes, rivers, he here concludeth his Infltic 

dudtton of particulars, with a general aflerFco! 
tion , that as it was in them, ſoit 1s in An 
things elſe, no man is able with words to ru}Nat 
over all particulars,but as it is in ſome, ſo 19-or 

in the reſt which cannot be numbred. Theſis 1 
ace ſaid to be ful of labour orwearines,becauſma! 
they weary out man in his ſtudies and endegFhe 

vours about them, Gen: 3. 17,19.Pſal.12anſt 

2. Here is alſo another argament provulcat 
the main propoſition, whatever things brinfllabc 
toylſome [1bour and wearineſs with themſjnot 
cannot make 2 man happy, but are altogeth@#n a 
wap as to ſuch a purpoſe ; But all things ungſom 


o ! 


- 
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the Botk of Eect 
If der the Sun do bring anto him that is con- 
T verſant about them toylſome labour and wea- 
rineſs, therefore they cannot make men: 
tf happy. This toyl ar wearineſs doth not 
ell onely appear in grievous and unpleafing la- 
bour , whereunto men are againſt their wills: 
# compelled, Job. 5.7. Lam. 5, 5. Jer. 209, 
18. nor onely in thoſe Jabonurs Which the: 
3 Lord is: pleaſed to blaſt and fruftrare of an: 
© expeRed end/, when mers labour as it were: 
487 in the fire,and reap no fruit of all their pains, 
A Habak. 2. 13. Hag. 1.6. Levit. 26. 20, 
ATE Ifa. 17. 11, & 55. 2. Eccleſ, 5.16, Luk.s. 
oe 5; Bt it is alſo trne of thoſe Jabours which- 
14Ba man fets abont with greateſt delight and 
un willingneſs, they alſo have wearineſs and ſa- 
Infitiety attending vn them , the very honey- 
ſer comb bringing a loathing with it, Prov. 27.7, 

BF And this general he proveth by a double in- 
ſtance. The-eye «© net ſatisfied with ſerings; 
907 the ear with bearing | and accordingly, ut: 
Ys 1 all other numberleſs particulars. A-mans 
may cloy and tire out theſe faculties, before? 
he can art all ſatisfie them. He feemeth to 
inſtance in theſe rather then others, 1, Be. 
auſe the exerciſe of themis eafieh, and leaſt 
abour is ſpent in theufingof them; there is 
not: mach force or ſtreſs put forth in ſeeing 
thn amiable and beautifull obje&tzor in hearing. 
-ungſome-excellent muſick. 2. Becaufe they are 

q B 4+ | the 
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tne-moſt curiaas and inquiſitive ſenfes, 3.Be- 
cauſe their delights are ſveeteſt : as being i 
ſenſes which are neareG cognation unto-rea-Þ a 
ſon, and are'principal inſtruments and hand-j| 0 
maids to- the foul im her-nobleſt operations) r: 
Now if the moſt ſpiritual , unwearied,.ra-\J at 
tional- ſenſes cannot be ſatisfied , but that's 31 
they are pricked with further deſires of new | cc 
objeRs to delighe them, Adﬀts 17. 21. or ſa-iF ci 
trated :and glutted with the exceſs of what'® fa 
dn delight them before ; how much more; ig Et: 
this true-in thoſe other faculties; where thereEth 
13 more labour in purſaing their obzeRts, and: 
more [o2thing 1n froition of them, Prov, 27, 
x20, ' And this is ſuch labour and earineſs 
28 no Man can utter it z no matt can expt 
hory many wayes any one faculty may 
wearied out , n5r recount all thoſe objets, 
which when they minifter ſome delight , de 
yet leave no ſatisfaftioa behind them. A 
the hxppineſs which we-expeR in God, can 
not be uttered, 1 Cor. 2.9. 2 Cor. 12. 44 
ſo the labour and wearineſs which the mind 
contratethby excefſive ſearch into the creas 
tures, cannot be uttered neither.- 

V. 9,10, 11. The thing that bath been, 
it is that which ſhall be; and that which i 
done, t that which ſhall be done: and rherd 
i5 no new bing under the Sun, &c.,) The ſub! 
Banceof thete verſes is thus, If no man; hart 
ever 


2.T, - the Boak of EcclehnRes. 3x 
ever hitherto been able to find out happineſs 
of in che creature,let no man think now or here-, 
a-Þ after todo it, fince there 'is no.new thing, 
j-$ oat of which it may be extraked. All natu-. 
8H] ral cauſes and effects continue as they were 
a—F ac the beginning, Gen. 8, 22, Jer. 31. 35, 
atb# 36. and all bumane and voluntary ations, 
3 counſels and Rudies, having the Tame prin- 
2-4 ciples of reaſon to produce them, and the 
at's ſame objes to draw them. out, are in. ſub- 
.igEſtance the ſame now as. heretofore. And 
reEthough ſome diſcoveries of new things have 
adFbeen made, as the Mariners Card, the Art of "© 
7-FPcinting, Gan-poyder, &c. of which learn- 
ſed men have written, yet from defective and 

Sioſuficient principles of happineſs, ſuch as 
deal natural things are, no thing, though ney, 
's, can be ſufficient unto ſuch an End, ſince the 
particulars cannot afford that which the: ge- 
neral hath not comprized within it. . Asvface 
anſwereth to face in water, ſo the: courſes of 
Fnatgral canſes and effefs, and the. hearts dex 
{Ffices, connſels of the men in.one age, do aps. 
:aBſwer unto thoſe of another, Matth. 24.. 38, 
39. Pcov. 27, 39, | 

V. 10, Is there any, new thing whereof it 
way be ſaid , See this, It isnew 2 | Thus. 19 
$a challenge to any man to- prociie any.new 
Ithing if he can , 'with a peremptory repeat- 
avg of the former affertion, and denying the 
{ucceis 


37" -"- Atimtations on © © Cap.1.4 
ſhcceſs of any fach attempt. He ſpeaketh”* 
of-fich hew ' things as-may far ſurpaſs the. | 
things which had been diſcovered before, as'\ 
to be able to ſatisfie the heart , and make it MF * 
truly bleſſed. And this he confidently de- 
nyeth, that any thing can further be extrafted 
out of the :vomb of nature m order unto hu- || ? 
mane happineſs more then had been already || © 
diſcovered. Men may haply flatter theme ' © 
ſelves in their inventions, as if they had in- '# * 
vented ney things which were not before, 'f* 
and ſuch as may afford more matter of con- Y? 
tent and ſatisfation then other men in for- H 
mer ages have fonnd, But he ſhews that Y”: 
this 15 but a miſtake, for /t hath been already 
of old time which was Lefore us. ] The diſ-} yp 
coveries of former ages have been as preg- 
nant towards ſatisfaCtion of the heart , asany 
of after ages can be, | 
-*V. Ti. There i no remembrance of forme? 
thinps,neither [hall there be any remembranet 
of 7 708 that are to come with thoſe that 
hall come after.) If new things be foiind 
ont, as many old'things are forgotten, ſo that 
a the ſtock of nature is as defeRtive ta- 
wards happineſs im or age, ' as in another, 
Shortneſs of life , and narrowneſs of expes 
rierice, cauſerh us to forget the things whicl 
have been before us, which were they all # 
ot diſtin yiew ,.. no-one thing-would ocean 
_— rvithout 
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without it's pattern and parallel , at leaſt 
ſomething as excelleat as it in former ages : 
and as things palt are forgotten by. us , ſo 
things preſent will Be forgotten by thoſe that 
ſhall come after us. 

Here then we ſee, 1. The aptneſs which 


:& is in man to nauſeate and grow weary of the 


things which he 1s uſed unto, though they be 


\& otherwiſe never ſo excellent , Num, 11, 6.. 
'$ 2, The wantonneſs of our. hearts ia haying 
& an itching defire after new things » and ſuch 


as former agzs were unacquainted with, 


8 Acts 17, 21. 3. That it is Ignorance and 
BY anexperience which maketh things appear, 
new , which indeed arg old. . 4. Thattae) 


vanity Which our forefathers have found in; 
things here delow , 1s ai infallible argament, 
that we (hall find the ſame , and thalt cer-. 
tainly miſcarry , it we think to get more ia- 
tisfaction ont of the Creatures , then others, 


Fave gotten before us, Job, 8. $,9..& 15. 


18. 5, Thit new things are not tobe look-: 


Jed for uncer the Sun , or in the courſe of, 


natural cauſes and effects : But 1a a ſpiritual, 


Yand heavealy converſation all things arenezv,. 


durable, excellent, In the fiudy.of Gads 


8 Word and yayes, there, are eves new and; 

g wonderfpll things to be diſcovergd,ÞPQal. 11 9., 
$18..2 Cor. 5.17. 2 Pet. 3. 13..Rev.21.5,, 
g Gods mercies.and judgements are.yonder-1 


\ 


tull, 


* 


32 * - Anmatations on 


Devt,'432—36.1 Cor. 2.9. 

*V.12, 13. [ the Preather nas King over 
Iſrael in Trruſalem. And I gave wine heart 
10 ſeek and ſearch out by wiſdom , concerning 


all things that are done under heaven : T bis 
fare travel hath God given to the ſuns of men,'| 
20 be exerciſed therewith. | Having ſhewed' 


the vanity of 'things under the Sun ingenes' 


ral : He now proceedeth nnto ſome ſpecial 


and principal things, wherein men might be 
apt to place felicity. And he begins with 
the knowledge of things natural and humane: 
ſheving, that if any man could in that re- 
ſpe&K make himfelf Happy , he himſelf had' 
more means to do- it then any other man, 
And the better to gain belief to what he 
ſhould deliver , He gives it them upon the 
word and experience of a Convert, a King, 
an Inſpired-King , a moſt wife and Attive 
King, a King in ay the ſeat of Gad , 
provoked unto this 1nq1 ry by the ftrong in- 
cl;nation of his own heart, by the ſpecial Call 
anddireAtion of God, by the eye and help of 
that habituz] wifdome which by prayer he 
had obtained of God in a more eminent 
manner ther} any other man , and by his 
zeal towards the people of God,and towards 
'. ks boife at Jeraſatem, 1, being ſach a per« 
{on, 


Cap.r: 
fall, and he doth many times ftrange things,” 
which neither we nor ourfathershave known, 
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Capt. the Bodk of Ecctefiaftes, 35 
ſon, ſo compleatly furniſhed with all inter- 
nal and external advantages , do teſtifie the * 
truth which I have delivered upon mine own 
moſt exact and accurate tryal , That All x 
Vanity. 

1 the Preacher | Or the Convert, who am 
returned' by repentance unto the Commy=- 
non of Saints , from whence by my fins I 
had formerly wandred , am able now by ſad 
experience to ſeal the truth which I have fo 
dearly bought, touching the vanity of all out- 
ward things. So this Book was the fruit of 
Solomons Coaverfion and returning to the 
boſome of the Church. wes 

was King over Iſrael] This Book there- 
fore was written when he was on his throne, 
furniſhed with wifdom from God to manage 
tis Royal Office , and with abandance of 
wealth to proſecute this inquiry after trae 
happineſs, 1 Reg. 3. 7.—13. | 

ever Iſract] Gods peculiar'people,a wiſe" 
and underftanding people, Deur, 4. 6,7. for 
whoſe good Solomon had ſought his wiſdom, 
and out of the care of whoſe welfare un ſoul. 
and eftate,he had made this ſollicirous ſearch, 

In Feruſales] This being expreſſed thus 
tice, in this,and in the firſt verſe, hath ſome 
emphaſis in it, In Jeruſalem was the Hoſe 
of the Lord, and the Teſtimony of Iſrael, 
Pal, 122.1,2, 3, Here God wasin a wy 
Ci 


" AnBotations on. rs 4 


cial-manner preſent , and might moſt com- 
fortably be ſought, Pſal. 232. 13, 14. There 


- | 
were continual attendances of the Prieſts, 
officers , and wiſe men about the Temple, 

0 
x Chron. 25. 26, There wer2 the thrones 
. | : 
of Juſtice, and publick conventions of State, 
Pſal. 122.5. Taere were the Maſters of . 


the Afſemolies, or a Colledge and Senate of | , 
the moſt Izarned men of the Nation, Eccleſ, 
12.11. 2Reg, 21, 14. ſo that there he met 
with all the furtherances which a learned and 
wiſe man could deſire in the proſecution of 
ſach a defign. | 
And I gave myleir] I did cheeriully: W | 
and purpoſely ſet my.ſelt about it, and made ( 
it my duſneſs and delight, 2 Chron, 11.16. IF , 
x Chro. 22, 19, 2 Cor. $.5. | t 
. to ſeth and ſearch out] Searching is more 
then ſeeking , and denotes an orderly and _ I , 
accurate exploration, ſuch as merchants uſe, t 
who with great diligence procurerareſt com- |} 
modities out of ſeveral Coui:tries,Eccl.7.25. I y 
Ezek. 20.6, d 
by ni/{l:we] An excellent inſtrument wn L 
ſach an inquiry, 
. al] things done #nder the Sun}. All natural 
_ cauſes and effeRts, all humane counſels and. | el 
events: this phraſe is mach uſed by Solomon | 
an this Book, waereby 1s limited the ſabjeRt.  þ 
Matter adoat which heinquires, 
this 


this ſore travel] Or, affifting labour as 
Chap. 2. 23. and 4. 8. ; | 

'hath given to the ſons of man] It is his 
ordinance , he hath called them to ſearch his 
works and wayes, 

21 be exerciſed] Or afflicted and diftraQ- 
ed therein , therefore not atall to be made 
bleſſed thereby. 

From hence we may obſerve ; Firſt, That 
the beſt way of teaching 1s out of our own 
experience, and exact diſquiſition, Pſal. 66, 
16, 17. Gal. 1. 16. 

2, That ſound repentance doth notably. 
fit a man to know and fearch out the Will of 
God, and to diſcover and teachthe vanity of: 
all other things, 2 Tim. 2.25. Jam. 1,21. 
Luke 22. 32, Pſal. 51. 12,13. | 

3- That men in higheſt authority are by 
their ſtudies as well as their power to ſeek. 
the welfare of thoſe over whom they are ſet,” 
and to endeavour with all their heartsto fir 
theniſelves with. wiſdome and abilities for 
diſcharge of their office, 1 Reg. 3. 7, 8, 9/ 
Euke 2, 52, AR.6.4, 1 Tim.4.13,14z15. 

4+ That the piety, age, dignity,authority,, 
experience of a perſon , though it add no- 
thing to- the truth it ſelf, yet hath a great 
power to perſvade-and prepare the hearts of 
kearers to the entertainment of it, Philem; 
verſ., 9. 2 Cor, 10. 7,% & 11. 5,6,-22 23- 

oh & 


ah.t. - the Book of Ecclefiaftes. > a 


At, Annotations on 


&:12, 1,2,3,4,5.11.1 Cor. 9.1,2. & 15, 
8, 9,10. 


5, That largeneſs of Gifts avd Helps from | 


God, ſhould gaicken us unto a more cheer- 
full and vigorous ftudy of our duties, Mutth. 
IS.,16,17. 

6, That largeneſs of heart in knowledge 
of things natural, moral, Humane, Divine, 
are Royal Endowments , aad things fit for a 
King to ſet his heart upon, Pcov.31.4, The 
greater our place, power, wealth is, the more 
noble and ſerious ſhould onr thoughts and 
imployments be, | 

7. The more men abound with worldly 
things , the loofer ſhould they keep. their 


hearts from them, and the more ſhould they 


ſtudy the vanity of them, left otherwiſe they 
ſteal away their hearts from God,Pſal.62. 10, 


8. The djgnity,wiſdome, piety of a people - 
being duly confidered,, doth whet and add, 
vigour ta the fiudies and cares of thoſe who. | 
are fet over them for their good, 2 Reg. 3. 


$, $. Mar. 6. F, 6. 


9. We ſhould improve the benefit of | 
+ places and perſons amongſt whom we con- © 
' . verſe, to fit urfelves thereby for the ſer- # 
vice of the Church. 'It is nat only a comfort, # 
buta furtherance unto wiſe and learned men, * 
to lire in places where wiſdom and learning | 


is profeſſed, AR, 1.4. 
X 10. It 


Cp,r. 
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Cap.r* rb e Book of Ecclehiaftes. 39 
6. Itis 2 great comfort when men have 
helps and encouragements anſrerable to 
their imployments, and having ſuch , when 
they have hearts to uſe them,Prov,17.16. 
1.x, Here are the right principles of ſuc- 
ceſsfull diligence m our places; 3, A wil- 


| ling heart , when a man goes about his work 


b. 
I 


with all his firength, Ecclef. 9. 10, 2, At- 
tendance on the Call of God , and for that 


> reaſon ſubmitting unto travel and pains, A, 


26,19. Gal. 1,15. 3, Stirring up the 
gifts which God hath given us as furtherances 
unto duty, 2, Tim. r. 6. 4. Exquifite'in» 
ſpeRion into the buſineſſes about which we 
2X iumployed , that we may not through our 
own negligence. come behind in aoy gift, 
I Cor,13.33, & 14.12. 

12, It is the will of God , thatevenour 
honourable and our neceſſary imployments 
ſhould be accompanied with ſore travel, that 
we may be kept humble in ourſelyves,weaned 
from the creature, and made the more tliank= 
full for any: aſſiſtance the Lotd giveth us in 
oar Labours, and for any bleſſing upon them, 
Job.5.7. Gen. 3.19. | 

13, The ſtudyof the Creatnres 1s of ex- 
cellent uſe to lead us to the knowledge of - 


| the Creator, Rom.r.19, Pſ.I11,2, 


V. 14. 1 have ſeen all the works that are 


y done nnder the Sun , and behold all irwanity 


and 


40 ” Annmtatienron  * Cip.1/ 
and vexation of ſpirit} The former words * 
ſheved the exatneſs of Solomons ſearch: 
ihto' natural and humane thing, That at 

was the labourof an aged Convert, ( for Se-' 
lomon was drawn away from God in his' old 

ave, tReg.11.4.) ofa wiſe King, furniſhed 
with 2{l Helps for ſach an inquiry : That it 

was ai accurate and deep ſearch , not looſe 'F 
of ſuperficial. That it was ondertaken with” 5 
great impulfon of heart , and witffaſpecial **?} 


Call of God : and now aftex all this, hecon-* 


clades, ; 
'2, That he had /een ] That is, diligently * 
heeded, and fully underRood, as to the ifſne ' 7 
of this-inquiry , af the works done wnderthe* 
 Sin,Ex09.3:3Eccleſ.2,13,14.' ' 0B 
ll the things] That is, the fEveral. kinds of | 
therh; 1 Reg. 4. 33. He had gotten as large | 
and as intuitive a knowledge as humane cu- | 
riofity or induſtry, with all manner of furthe- | 
rances could attain unto, Waich appears | 
not'to be an arrogant boaſt, but a true account 'X 
of the fruit of his ſtudies , the Holy Ghoſt -| 
teſtifying the ſame thing of him, 1 Reg, 4." Þ 
- 29—34. & 10.23. F 
-2, That he found all to be vanity and ve- Þ 
ation of ſpirit.] Not only vain and inef-"# 
fetal to confer Happineſs , bat which' is 'Þ 
worſe;aptto bring mach affliction and trouble | 
upon the heart of him-who is too earneſtly» 
$6.1 convyer- 
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Cip,t. the Book of Beelefraftes, 4 
converſant-about them. From ſeveral origi- 
nal Roots , there are by Interpreters given 
ſeveral explications of this word, Evil, or 
Affiition of Spirit. Breach, contrition, tor-' 
ment of Spirit , feeding upon, or conſuming 
of the ſpirit , or vanity and feeding upon 
wind-, as fruitleſs labour 1s expreſſed, Ho. 
12,1, 1 Cor, 9,26, Thus he applyes his 
general concluſion particularly unto all kind 
of knowledge, Natural and Moral. There 1 
ſore travel in the getting, danger of forget-- 
ing it again, diſcovery thereby of more Igno-" 
rance then a man obſerved in himſelf before; 
inſufficiency and impoſlivility of perfecting 
the underftanding, and ſatiating the deſires 
thereof, Such and mary other Conſidera- 


= tions make Knowledge it ſelf, as to the pro- 


curing of true Happineſs, altogether Vain, 
V.15, That which is crooked cannit be 
made ſtrait] This is the Reaſon of the vani- 
ty of Knowledge , becauſe it cannot reQtifie 
any thing in us which.is amiſs, nor ſupply * 
any thing which we want to make us happy, 
Eccleſ. 7.13. The wiſeſt - and wealthieſt ' 
Kirvg with all his power and knowledge was 
not able to remedy all the evils which he ſaw, * 
of to ſupply all the defe&s which he could 
diſcover. p .5 
The words may be underftood two wayes, * 
1; Inrelation to Knowlegge it ſelf, to — 


© ae. cant. 5 Lo " 


42 - Avactationt © p.! 
the vanity and 


and abliraſe, there are many knots and dif- 
ficalties, Dan, 5. 12. So it carinot be clearly 
and plainly. demorftrated, bat in the inqui- 
ries thereirs:0 the mind will be left dark and 


unſatisfied ; there are dvorbuJa, not only mn # 


the Scripture, 2 Pet. 3. 16. bat inthe b 


of nature too, Job. 28,20,21.& 37,,14,15, © 
16. & 3$.16-23, 2, the defeRs of this kind. 2 
are--innumerable , the things which a man 
knoweth nor, are infinitely more then thoſe, 


which he knoweth, Job 21. 6.—9. 


2, Inrelation unto the efficacy of know- 
ledge. The heart and life of man is natural=: 
Iy crooked and perverſe, very tortuous, Wic- | 
ked, and deceitfull, Jer. 17. 9. Plal.125, 5.1 


and it is exceeding defeQive both in prin- 


ciples, and'in power todo good as it ought, 


Rom. 3. 23,2, Cor,3.5, Now all the moſt 
exquifite natural knowledge is. not able to 
reftifie theſe things, either to reſtore man to 


his original integrity, or ſupply his manifold | 
| defedts. Sack knowledge will puff ap, I, 
Cor. 8; 1. but it will not Ean&i/fie, Rom. 1. || 
Jade, verſ. 20, The Lord in- | 
deed by his grace and ſpirit doth both, Luk. | 
3. 5. Pal. 84.11. r Thefl. 3. 10. Eph. 3. | 
19-13 Cor. 1: 5. but nooatural or acquired | 
-. knowledge is able to do it, | 


20, 21, 32, 


3.As 


vexation thereof : For, 1. 
Mauch of 1t is exceeding tortuous, intricate, - 
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Cap.!. rhe Book of Feclefiaſies, 43 
3. Asit cannot reRiifre that which is amiſs 
in man , ſo neither in any other thing, Sin 
hach bronght much diſorder, corrupticn, con- 
fuſion upon the whole Creation, Rom. 8.20, 
infinite are the defets and failings every 
where. And none of this can all the wiſ- 
dom of man be able to corre& , but he mit 
fill leave it as he found it, vain and imper- 
fet. So.it will be till the time of the reſti- 
tution of all things, when God will make'a 
new earth and a new heaven, and deliver the 
Creature from the bondage of corruption, 
into a glorions liberty, AR. I. 21, 2 Pet. 3, 
W 13. And all this he affirms of the moſt ex- 
cellent natural knowledge ; how much more 
vain and unprofitable are the perverſe and 
impertinent ftudies of many men, which 
\ & Have nothing of ſolidity or uſefulneſs in- 
} them, Col. 2.8, x Tim. 6. 4, 5. Rom. 1, 
R 22,1 Cor.1,20, 
q 
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V.16,17. 1 communed with mine wn Ba 
This is a Pcolepfis wherein he meeteth wit 
an obj=Rion,viz.. That the knowledge of the 
creatures might make a man happy , though 
he had not attained unto it , not for any de- 

* fe in them, bat in the narrowneſs of his own 

 F underſtanding. To which heanſwereth, That 

1 | ifany mancould have found it out in taem, 

| he ſhould, in regard of the greatneſs of his 

parts,and exquiſite induſtry z as Chap.2.12, 
| I com- 


44 Anzotations on 
accounts , and exaRly viewed the fruit and 


. I did ſeriouſly deliberate, and take a view of 
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Chap. r. 


1 communed with my beart] I caſt up my 


ſim of all my lab:.urs in getting knowledge. 


mine own heart, Pſal. 4. 5. True wiſdome 
makes a man, thoughtfull and diſcurſive 
within himſelf. 

' I am come to great eſtate, and bave gotten, 
or added , wore wiſdome |] Or, I have got- ® 
ten orcat eſtate and wiſdome, and added | 
to I. , I have exceed:d and increaſed in 
wiſdome. So the word ſeems elſewhere *% 
to import, I Sam. 20, 41. Efay 9. 3. 


| 

Amos $8.5. Or, I have come tobea | { 
oreat man , Joel 2.20. todo great things. Þ *' 
$1u493aAalu Sly, i a 
then all they that bave been before me} : 
I King, 4. 30. & 10,27, yeaall that come MW * 
after him too, Chriſt only excepted, I King, : 
{ 


'Jo 12, 
in Jeruſalem] Where the ftudy of Wiſ- of 
dom was, more then in other places. 

my heart had great experience, Had ſen þ 
much wiſdome and knowledge ] Wiſdome l 
ſeems to note the general knowledge of WY P* 
tkmgs Divine. and bumane , Knowledge, 
the experimental : or wiſdom the Habit and plc 


inſtrument; knowledge, the acquired per- MW © 
fe&ion gotten by the help of that habitual o- 
| { 


wiſdome. Here, 1. He ſeems to have _ 
| fie 


, C B.r; 


the Book ef Beclefhaftes. 145 
fied wiſdom in his chojce,, which alſo may be 
implyed;in the word 77137 1 Reg. 3.9411, 
2. To have-increaſed it... 3. To have carxied 
it into his heart, it was inward and experi- 
mencal knowledge.g.To have delighted m it, 
& gone ſeriouſly & with full pupoſe about. it. 
gave my heart ] See Verl, 13, The more 
wile any man is , the more he laboureth to 
grow 1n Wiſdom. | 
to know wiſdom , and to know madneſs and © 
folly ] Chap. 7. 25. Hereby -be under- 
ftands mo:al, political, and praticalknow- 
ledge, in order to 1ts better government, 
to obſerve the difference between wiſe and 
vertuous , and betiveen fooliſh and wicked 
ations : the word rencred folly , is in this 
onely place written with the lefter W. Sin, 
10 all others with the letter D Samecs, and 
ſo may be here rendred either fol , or pro- 
dence. | And this he found to be wexation 
of ſpirit , or feeding on wind ; obſerving 
ſhort men came of the one, and how 
much the other did abound. Or finding 
by his own experience , that neither the 
perfeQion cf moral wiſdcme , ſo faras it is 
acquicable by humane diligence, nor yet the 
pleaſures and delights of vitious and fooliſh 
conld quiet and ſettle the heart of man;1Cor, 
I. 20, Ecclef, 11, 8, 9, A bare fpeculative 
knowledge of good , and an experimental 
pre- 


- 


---»*Whence the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 


_ _ olons then —— 
preſumptuous -knowſedge of evil, ſuch at 


Adams was in eating the ſoibidden fruit, are: 
ſo far from making men happy, that they in- 


creaſe their miſery. 

» But here Solomon may ſeem to have com- 
mitted an errour againſt the moral wiſdome 
which he hete - profeſſed to enquire after, 
namely:,-in ſpeaking of mach fo 'his own 
eminency in gifts beyond other men, Joh. 8, 


ry, Hedoth it not falſly, arrogantly, nor 


proudly and vain-gloriouſly,to magntfie him- 


ſelf, but hambly, in acknowledging Gods : 
gifts, and neceflarily to diſcover thereby the # 
truth of that doQtrine he was now teaching | 


the Church by his own experience : and 6 
it is lawful to make mention of Gods gifts 
and gracespeſtowed on us, as the Apoſtle 
doth, x Cor. 14.18, & 15.10. 2 Cor. 11, 
5, 6. 
V.18. in eznch wiſdome | Or, in the abun+ 
dance of wiſdowe, as Pal. 72.7. wn T, 
Prov. 20.6, 15; Hof, 8. 12, Or in the man 
whois much in wiſdome, or who hath 'much 
wiſdome, Job 11.2. Theſenfe is every way 
the ſame. | | 
- 3s much prief | Ot, angerfOtindignation 
| e more 
knowledge any man hath, -withontrepens 
tance, the more wrath is upon him from the 
Lord, as Luke 1 2.47, But the meaning,ac- 


cording } 
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cording to the ſcope of the context, 1s, That: 
abundance of wiidome is; alwaies accompa-: 
nied-with,-a proportion of;; trouble and: per- 
turbation of mind , as indignation,to ſee, how 
little fruit, and how much diſappointment a 
man doth meet with in it, and how little ac- 
# compt is made of it in the World, as Ecclef, 

$ 9, Grief and diſcontent,. when the more 

* wiſdom a man hath, the more ignorance he 
2 dothdiſcover in himſelf,” and the more pains +» 
..} he muſt take to g0 0n unto more knowledge * 
| yet unattained , and -yetſtll find his croo= 
 # kedneſs of mind, and manifold defe&s un- 
 & correted, unſupplyed ; fear of lofing, and 
 & forgetting what with ſo great pains had been; 
$Y 2otten, © Some begin the next Chapter with 
- 
, 


4 ; 
L 
= 


theſe words, and ſo make them a tranſition 

to the next endeavour of Solomon, to finde 
out happineſs in ſome other thing; and ſo 

* Ef the ſenſe runs thus ; Forasmuch as in much 
Y viddome there 4s much grief, &c, and- this 
nl was not the way ta/attzin trae happinefleand 
dFcontent to toyl and weary out ty (elf with 
fF pain, ſorrow of mind and body in the attain- 
ing of wiſdome : Therefore / ſaid in my' 
heart, Go to non,l will prove thee nith mirth, 
&c. Yetthe purpoſe of the Wiſe man is not 
to dater men from ſo noble a 'lab-our.as the 
Rudy of wiſdome and learning, but to raiſe; 
up to the ſtudy of mam_ Wiſdome, 2 
= 
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the fear of God, whereby their other know=? Þ h 
ledge would be'ſanRified, ſweetned, andi g c 
madg excellently: uſeful-and cothfortable- to! 
them. IT Ca 44 1% 36<900 -L 
CHAP. II. m 


| 'F wy. 
Eing diſappointed in his expedttion! Ty 
Brat the, rnowindyvol the: Creatute, 'he” 7 an 
now reſolveth* to Tearch:what good may'be® 2 pc 
found in the ufe and fraition of it, and-{0® 7 m 
ſets himſelf to try what content either ſen-" 27 th 
ſaal, or rational pleaſures could bring to-the' F bl: 
heart ; which he doth, from verſ, 1. to ver. Þh1 
12. and finding that he had changed, for the" 4. 
- worſe, he poes back again tothe confiderati-! ſh; 
on of wiſdome and madnefle, and finding 28'Meifi 
much diſappointment the ſecond time, as he'Wple 
had gone the firſt, ver. 12-—23. He con- 
cludeth, that there is no comfort nor tran- MTo 
quility tobe found:;in-the'uſe of Creatures," - 
till by the favour of God it be ſwectnedurte Melt 
us, Verſ. 24, 25, 26. 2 s 


2 O10 \ 

Verſ,1, Þ Said in my bvart] I purpoſed mea 
Within my ſelf, and did refolveFÞvhe 

with intimate affetion to try what plea-Main 
ſures woald do , Chap. 1. x6, Like-42.\Þrito 
19 | ' 20 vbulYGen 


Go to:now} It 'is an adverbial form of ex6'3 
hortzng 
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horting and quickening his heart unto ſuch a 
courſe. 

al 1 will prove thee with mirth} Or,by mirth, 
as by the inſtrument of enquiring after hap- 
pineſſe, Jadg.6. 39.1 King, 10, 1,1 will 
make tryal another way whether pleaſures 
8 will content thee, Pſal, 26. 2. the word be- 
oF ing deriveable from another root, admits of 
”* anorher ſenſe,but to the ſame purpoſe, I will 
” # pour outmy ſelf in delights, or I will abound 
"# m delights. Pleaſnres do melt and pour ont 
"3 the ſoul ; hence Reuben is ſaid to be unfta 
+ & ble as waters, Gen. 49.4. Ezek.16.15, Luſts 

have agreedineſs and exceſs in them, Eph. 

"8 4.19. I will wholly give my fe!f, my heart 


'& Chall flow forth into delights, I wilt tally gra- 


$'FWtifie my ſenſes, and indulge my fancy all 


e 'Wpleafiog things, 
- therefore enjoy pleaſure] Or, ſer good. 
- To ſee, is to enjoy, Ifa.5 3.11. Pſal.34. 8. 


B& 4-6. Live plentifully, indalge to thy 
Self all delights, reftrain not thy (elf from 
Wany defire of thine eyes. 

"= V.2. 1 ſaid of laughter] By laughtef; he 
g\meaneth any exceſs of joy, and merriment, 
e@pvhen the heatt is ſo full, that it cannot con- 
ain its delight within, but it breaketh forth 
Þ@rito the face, voice, and outward behaviour; 
en.21.6, Pſal.126.2. Luke 6.21. 


C4 
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- eA{nmtations on- Cap.2, 
er 1 ſaid to langhter, Ti on art mad] Bya 
Proſopopaia. Exceſs of joy ' tranſporteth * 
the mind, and as itwere difplaceth reaſon, | 
argues much levity, vanity, incompoledneſs | 
of jadgment, True joy 1s a ſevere and ſe-Ff 
rious thing, keeps the heart alwayes in af 
ſtayed and fixed condition, but the joy whichF , 
breaks forth into laughter, is like the crack-# , 
ling of thorns, Eccl. 7.6, and hath a conan f 
at the bottom of it : as a mad-man,the more® 
merry he is, is the more miſerable, Prov,1 4, F 
I3, Jam,4,9. % fe 
and of mirth, what dvth it t | What good . 
or profit bringeth it with it? Job 35. 6,7. . 
Matth.20.32, The interrogation bids a chal- 
lenge to all tz mafters of mirth, that wert 
to produce any one ſatisfactory fruit which 
It affordeth. Thus we ſee by the example ;, 
of Solomon, that the heart cannor ſtay long 
on any one enquiry wherein 1t meeteth wilt 
diſ-ſatisfaQtion, but it quickly haſteneth un 1; 
to another, as a Bee flyeth trom flower wc. 
flover, when there is not egough in one tf g , 
ſatiate it, as a ſick man that removes fronlf q,., 
one bed, couch, chamber, unto another fa yy, 
eaſe, and finds none, Eſay 57.10. Jer.2.2Kcc; 
36. 2, That in ſuch kind of changes uluſc1c 
ally the heart goeth from berter to worſe, oy, 
here Selomon from wiſdome to pleaſure q; 
3, Here is obſervable the nature of ſenſi. ,q; 
MI 
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mirth, it tends towards exceſs, and ſo to- 
wards undecency and madneſs ; for here 1s 
not condemned moderate,but exceſſive plea- 
$3 ſure,yhen a man gives up his heart to it,and 
"F# makes it the buſineſs of his life, 
a V.3. 1 ſonght in my heart | Upon ſertons 
h deliberation, and further exploration of thac 
I j ood Which men may in this life attain unto, 
W* finding thatneither wiſdome alone,nor plea- 
en fures alone, could bring me unto it, 1 pur- 
+7 poſed to temper them together ; and fince I 
Z found that wiſdome and knowledge was ac- 
od” companied with grief and ſorrow, I intend- 
1:8 ed to mitigate tho'e griefs with bodily de- 
a: lights: and yet ſo, as that my wiſdom might 
8 reftrain thoſe delights from any exceſs, and 
from diſabling me 10 the duties which I owed' 
PUB to God or men. 
" ts give my ſe;f unto wine] To draw my 
wi fleſh with wine, Or, to draw forth my fleſh 
wy unto wine. Abſtinence doth ſhrink and 
oF contraQ the body, and keep it under, 1. Cor, 
vs 9.27, Dan. x, 10, feafting\and mirth doth 
Our draw it forth, Pſal.7 3.7. That leanneſfſe or 
waſting of body which by hard Rudies I had 
2:Fcontracted, -I now purpoſed by more delj- 
Wi cacy of living, and indulgence todraw- forth 
| Finto freſhneſs, fulneſs and-beauity again.” Or, 
[oo draw with wine, to ſpebd more time in 
wes cafting, banqueting, and delights then for- 
v, C 3 merly 


Cap.2f 
merly I had done.Sodrawiag fignifies ſomes 
times continuance and prolongation of a buy } 
fineſs, Pſal.85.5. Ifai.l13.22. Ezek.12.28, 
So the glutton, Luk.16.19. 

anto wine} (j.c.) By a Synecdoche, unto 
all kind of delicates in eating and drinking, | 
in banqueting and feaſting, As bread ſigni 
fies all ———_ Amos 7.18,- with 6. 11, | 
ſo wine all delicates, Prov.9.2. Cant. 8, 2, 
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& 2, 4+ 8 
yet acquainting mine heart with wiſdome] - 


| 
| 
Or, leading my heart by wiſdom, reſolving 1 
to keep ſuch atemper, as to carry my ſell 
not licentiouſly, but wiſely in the uſe off © 
pleaſures, to keep my ſelf from being capti-Y * 
vated unto, or ſivallowed up of theſe carndlj " 
delights, as uſing them not ſenſually, with a * 
bruitiſh exceſſe, but critically and u_—_—_ N 
to finde ont what real content they do af f 
\ ford umtothe heart of an intelligent man. I ©: 
did ſo give my fleſh unto wine, as though IF th 
kept my heartfor wiſdom (till, | Pe 
and: to lay hbild on folly] By folly, be © 
meaneth thoſe pleaſures, the laying hold oof | 
which hz found in the event to be nothin} Ht 
but folly. Thus to lay hold on them is full - 
c 


to poſſeſs a mans ſelf with them, and to ex 'hc 

| brace and apprehend them with all ons ſat 
ftrength, 16.56,4. 1 Tim.6.19. Phil,3.14Y 2% 
13. It may likewiſe ſeem to intimate chil *<N 

mact 
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hat he held folly from mixing with 

3 ws p ures, or coming into his heart along 
} *® with them, to hdld it as.a-tman holds an ene- 

my from doing him any hurt, Judg. 12.6. & 

to 26.21. 
o | trill 1 might ſte nhat nas that good for the 
is ſons of wen] This was the end of his enqui- 
1.4 Ting, it was not to drown himſelf in ſenſua» 
lity, but to diſcover what kind of-courſe was 
.* that, which would: render this preſent mor» 
]. tal life more comfortable:to 2 man. He did 
1g Knot vitiouſly, but to make an experiment 
eli; only, Solomon found in himſelf emptineſs 
off and mdigency,. he felt ftrong oppoſition af- 
ti-M ter ſome good which might ſupply thoſe 
{8 wants; acd he had aftive principles .ofirea» 
11 fon to enquire-what that good: was, Which 
Il; Nature did ſo mach want, and o greatly des» 
if. fire. And'this reaſon 2nd habitual wifdome 

[1 be imployed to the uttermoſt, to diſcover 
IF that good nnder heaven "which might moſt 

perfeRly ſatisfie the wants and defires of the 
reaſonablefgul. 

' under ben | As before under the Sn; 
He mas not 1pnorant,but that in the Heavens 
there was a ſupreme and infinite good, which 
.& the glorified ſoul ſhould enjoy unto endlefſe 

& ſatisfation ; but he ſpeaketh [here of that 
200d underthe San, which may (moſt ſwee-: 
ten the mortal life of mani. | 
| | C 4 4ll 
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all the dayes of their fe] Thats, time 
good which is durable, and commenſurate to 


the Soatthat feeds on ic. Now moſt of the * 


things he- here recountethare onely for fome 
ſeaſons of life ; as printul ſtudies, vigoraus 
pleaſures, ative negotiations, when age and 
and infirmities come, they forſake him ; and 


ſo theſe good things dye betore the man'that } 


fhonld'enjoy them, 2 $im.T9. 35. Pal, go, 


T0. Eccl.12.3,4,5. | Therefore in this ens 
quiry, - the'duration of the good, 1525 requi- | 


fite 'to be confidered as the quality: of it; 
- whether it will continue with a man'as a ſtay 


and comfort to him all the 'dayes of his life; ; 


Nothing will do this burgodlineſs, Pal. 92; 
13,74. There can be no.time,no condition 
in a mans life, wherein the fear of God wilt 
not be comfortable unto him: 1 A 


"Here we obſerve; 1. That m all theſe} 
inquiries Solomon 'begins with his heart; 
thereby noting unto us, Tbat-the good which if 
muſt ſatisfiea man; muſt bear:;proportion to | 


his heart, and to his inward m 


kn 2; Tha 
be tempers his pleaſures nd pains.in | 
ſeeking knowledge,together, teachingthere- | 
by, thit the right uſe of pleaſures, isnotto | 


take up the whole man, bat to mitigate the 
bitterneſs and painsof'ſeverer ſtudiestheres! 
by. © 3; Thata man fath never;greaterneed 
of the bridle of wiſdom, then when he 1s in: 
| purſuance 


Anhotatrons on * CGap.2,” 
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purſuatice” of carnall delights, 4. That - 
pleaſures and folly are very near of kin , and 
a very hard thing it 1s to hold folly ſo faft in, 
bat that it will get looſe, and immixe it ſelf 
in carnal delights. 5. That a free and full 
indulgence unto pleaſures, though not upon 
ſenſual, but critical and more curious aims, 
will by degrees fteal away the heart, & much 
abate more ſpiritual and heavenly delights : 
corruption ever creeping in with curioſity, 
Pcov.20.,1. & 23.3,6. It 1s a noble ard 
high frame of ſpirit, ro look out in every 
thing which a man undertakes , after that 
which 1s truly and principally good for his 
heart, in the uſe of that thing, 7. That the 
comfort of a mans life under heaven, 15 to be 
doing of that good which God hath given him 
his Rirength and life for, 8, - That nothing 
1s truely the good of a mans life, which is 
not commenſurate in duration and continu- 
ance thereunto, and which will not properly 
minifter comfort unto him into whatſoever 
various conditions of life,as ickneſs,poverty, 
bondage, disfavour, old age, &c, he may be 
caſt into, 

V.4. Having upon further deliberation,de- 
clared his purpoſe,to ſearch for gool 2mongſt 
pleaſures and bodily delights, he now ſhew- 
eth what magnificent and royal provifions he 
made,in order to that deſign,ſumptuons dier, 
Rately buildings, vineyards, gardens, or- 

Tl chaids, 
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chards, foreſts,parks,fiſh-ponds, honourable 
retinue of ſervants ; poſſeſſions of all forts 
of cattel , treaſures of gold, filyer, and all 
precious things + muſick vocal, infirumen- 
tal ; andall theſe in great abundance, as far 
as royal wealth could procure, largenefle of 
heart defire, or exquiſite wiſdom contrive : 
In all which he took exceeding much joy and 
delight, being withheld by no manner of im- 
pediments from the full fruition of them ; 
yet in the concluſion, he paſſeth the ſame 
cenſure here, as he had done before, That 
all was vanity, &c. 

1 prade me great works} I did not ſtoop to 
baſe and inconſiderable things, to find out 
that pleaſure which might ſatisfie my deſires, 
but I ſonght it in magmificent works, becom-- 
ming the royal Rate ofa King , as ERth, 1.4. 
Of which works, he doth immediately ſub- 
joyn a large catalogue, 

I builded me, Or to my ſelf, -or for my 
ſelf (it is Datrius's Commody) houſes, large 
and ſtately,thirteen years in building, x Reg, 
7.1—13, & 9.15,17,18,19, Houſes for 
habitation, and houſes for ſtate and pleaſure ; 
wintzr-houſes,and ſummer-houſes, Amos 3, 
x5. David had built an houſe of Cedar be- 
fore, 2 Chron.43, 3. but Solomon contenteth 
not himſelf with that, 
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- $intyards] Cant. 8 11. David likewiſe 
had vineyards, andorchards, and cattel, and 
ereaſures , and ſervants. ſet over all theſe, 
1 Chron,7.35 ——31. yet Solomon will have 
them 1n- greater magnificence, having no 
wars.nor troubles to interrupt him, as his fa-- 
ther had, 

V.5. 1 made me pardens and orchards | 
Gardens for flowers, plants, ſpices, Cant. 6. 
2. orchards, or paradiſes for trees of all ſorts; 
under which we may comprize forreſts and 
parks, or places for choiſeſt cattel, Cant. 4. 
13,14. Neh, 2, 8. which were places of 
great pleaſure and delight, Efth.1.5. 

V. 6. pools of water to water therenith the 
wood; Artificial ponds,and receptacles: 
of ater, whether arifing from ſprings, or- 
otherwiſe by aqueduRts,and other means de-- 
nved thither, 2 Reg. 18, 17, Theſe uſed to 
de in, or near great gardens, and near prince- 
lyworks;2 Reg,20.20, Neh,2.14. & 3.15. 
Gen2.9310.:Catt,7.4.'To water the wood: 
or forreſt, whereby he ſeemeth to mean the 
gardeds indorchartk, before mentioned, for. 
the ſfpacionſneſs of them, So a forreſt is 
elſervhere called an orchard or paradiſe,Neh. 
2.3,” "Theſe things in theſe hot Countries, 
mxeaccounted. ſpecial bleſſings, and from 
thence they have theis name, Joſh. 15.19% 
Theſe things be had 85 matetials for his wiſ- 
dome, I Reg.4.33, V. 7. 


5$- Annotations 0n © 
V.9. 1 got me ſervants and maidens| Some 
he boaght or hired- from abroad, others were 
' born unto him'in his houſe :- and theſe he had 
for the manifold daties of his- royal-family. ; 
Such had David, 1 Chron.27,26—31, and 


IO.5. 

And bad ſtruants burn in mine bonſs) Sons 
of mine houſe $ the children of an handmaid 
born in her. maſters houſe, were born. ſer- 


14. & 15.3. & 17.12. Jer.2.14. hereunto 
David alludeth, when he ſarth, I am thy ſer- 


The ſervants of Solomon, which were .c&r- 


who may ſeem to be thoſe of the Canaanites, 
whom Solomon. made bond-ſlaves, 1 Reg.g. 
21. Some, by ſong of the, houſe, underſtand 
thoſe officers whom Solomon did ſet over.his 
houſe, to order the Aﬀans thereof; 1'Regc4. 

oſ[eſſions of great and:ſmall catte!} Ot, 1 
bat Weſt ot great wp or wt and 
flocxs. Thefirſt word is general to all cat- 
te],great or ſmall ; the two next, the ſpecies 
of that general, Gen. 34.23, 1: Reg. 4.22 
33z 26. ,n . J 
© above all that were before me in Teraf, wy - 


Cap. 2.7 


fo Solomon, 1 Reg. 4. 7, & 5.16, 17. &. 


vants unto the mafter of the -hoaſe, Gen. 14. : 


- vant, the ſon of thy handmaid, Pſal.116.16, 


tain publick officers, appointed by Sokamon,; 
we read of long after, Ezra:2.58,Neh, 7,605 
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As more wiſdom,Chap.1.16.ſo more wealth, 
and proviſions: for that- wiſdom! to work up=-: 
on, 1 Reg.3.13. & 10.23; 1 '-/ q 

V.8, 1 gatbered me aifo. fi.ver and. gold] 
I heapedit up ; as P(al.33.7. 1 Re2g:9.28. 
& 10,14.& 15.27, The wayes ot this great 
gun were Tribute, 1 Reg,To,25. Honourers 
preſents, ſent out of the. high admiration of 
his wiſdom, from other Pcmces; x ;Reg, 0c: 
Io. & 4.34 and merchandize, or 'free-! 
trade into remote Countries, x 'Reg.9.26-*-: 
28, & 10,15,28, 

and the peculiar treaſure of Kings and of Pro= 

vinces]Precioug rarities,or moſt choice & de- 
firable things,which menufe to lay up in their 
treaſures; the chief rarities of ſeveral Couns 
tries;1-Chron. 29; 3. Hence wharſ0ever is in- 
timately dear and honourable, is metaphori- 
cally called ſegslahy Exod.19.5. Pſal.r35. 
4: Mal.3.17. The Apoſtle rendreth it. wepes 
$nor, Tit,2.14, others, ago, that which 
1s of principal 'worth and efteem,:Iſai. 39.2; 
The preciouſeſt and moſt defirable. things 
which Kingdoms and Provinces could afford 
or wherewith Princes and Proyinces did 
uſe to preſent him, 'x Reg.4.21.& 9.11, & 
L0,2,10,;2'Chron.9.9; & 10.24. : 

[ gat me wmen{fingers and women fmgers] 
Theſe as wall/as thoſe,becauſenatiirally there 
voices are ſweeter then mens ; So we finde 
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21. 1Sam.8.6,7. 


«nd the delights of the ſons of men,v12.wmnu* | 
fieal inſtruments,&c.] The word tranſlated | 
muſical inſtruments, is no where elſe uſed. | 
10 the, Scripture; and bath various interpreta» | # 
tions:put ppoit-1t. +. Same underſtanding by. © 
it, deautiful”'daughters, denominated from © 
their breſts, as elſewkere from their womb, © 
Jadg.5.30. Others, for choice and. deli- 7 
eate women, taken as 2 prey yn war, 48 We: | 


finde there the mannerwas : and others for: 
divers' other things, as we find in Hierom; 
Drufius, Mercer, and others: - Butthe: moſt: 
xeceived ſenſe, and moſt agreeable with the 
former delight of fingers, is muſical inſtru- 
ments, | | 


' .V:9; '\So bug preats and increaſed] Org? 
added .to 'my greatneſs;' as:Chap.' 1, 16, 
x Rep.16:23. — f AY 
aps wy niſdomr remained with wd] This 
beaddeth, I, as a rare and unuſial thing, 
that” pleafires ſhould not .at albſmother and 
ſuppreſs wiſdom; 24. Asan Argument: tos 
frards\ the -maib:. conchuſion:gs that -in the 
. midſt of all theſe delights, he di&:iirtend tht 


dafinefsfarthe which he uſetthetn, —_ | 


Cap.3. 
them joyned, 2 $211,719.35. 2 Chron. 35.25.) 
Sawe read, that not. onely Moſes and-the:; 
men, but Miriam and the womev-did fing at: | 
the overthrow of Pharaoh, Exod.15:1.& 20, 
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by wiſdome to obſerve, what real good. and 
ſatisfation they did bring to the heart of 
man. | 
V.10. And whatſoever mine eyes deſired, 
&c.] It might be obje&ed, That his wiſdom 
haply and his fear of God, reſtrained both his 
eye and his heart from ſo full a fraition of 
theſe delights, as were requiſite to .extrat 


* all the comfort of them ; ſo-Job reſtrained 
* hiseye, Job 3r. r, and Solomon adviſeth a 
> glutton to reſtrain his appetite, Provy..23. 2+ 
=” Numb.15.39. To this he anſweretb, That 
* whatſoever his eyes deſired, (as the eye is 
| bne of the principal ſeats of defire or lufting,. 


x Joh,2.16. Joſh.7.21.) hedid not reſerve 


| any thing of it from them, which withheld. 


his heart from any joy : Neither did any 
accidental hinderanee intercede, as war, or 
ſickneſs, or ſorrow, or any notable afflition; 
which might debar him from a liberal and 
cheerful nſe of all this his greatnefle.. The 
eye is here taken ſynecdochically for all the 
ſenſes, (for in this ample preparation there 
was proviſion for them all.) Mach labour 
and care he had taken to make thoſe provi-: 
fions for the fleſh; (as the Apoſtles phraſe 
in another ſenſe is;Rom.1 3.14.) and:there 
was no ther fruit of all that labour, but ha« 
ving gotten then, to:cnjay them... | ,! cd 


w 
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wy heart rejoyced}] Thatis, I my ſelf did 


intimately rejoyce and pleaſe my ſelf in the - 


frait of my labours, 
this was wy portion of all*my [abowJ This 
was all the fruit, benefit, and as it were, in- 
heritance, which my labours in this kind did 
purchaſe for me. A'metaphor fromthe man- # 
ner of dividing inheritances, Numb. 1 8.20, 
or ſpoils, 1 Sam:30.,24. 
' V.11, Thes [ looked on all, &c.] After 
all this, I turned and looked back, or took © 
an impartial: ſurvey of all my works, which '7 


with ſuchpainful labours and trouble I had © 
wronght 2 and found, that the fruit was not | 


anſwerable to-thetoyl which was ſuſtained 
forthe reaping of it : but that this alſo was 
yanity, a periſhing,: withering, and dying 
comfort, a feeding upon wind, and that it 
leftno abiding benefit behind it, Ch.r.3. 
V. 12, And 1 turned my ſelf; &c.) Here 
Solomon doth 'once more ſeriouſly apply 
himſelf, as he did before, Chap. 1.17, to take 
a view of wiſdom and folly. Becauſe it might 
haply be o5jeed, That at the firſt confide- 
ration of them, he might let many things ſlip, 
which, were of weight and moment 1n his 
preſent inquiry: . Becauſe, ſecond thoughts, 
and folemn review of former Radies, may 
. kaply beger.ſome retratation, and diſcover | 
e4 ſome 


, 
'S 
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ves } W©@ 
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diſciple of- the former ; and''we uſe to ſay, 


ome error ; The later day being nfvally the 
that the. ſecond thoughts zare the: wiſeſt + 
therefore when the Scriptarewill put a thing 
deyond queſtion, it ſayes it over again, Gal. 
8.9. 
T turned my ſelf | This notes reconfide- 
ration ant ſpecial heedfulneſs, to inquire-a 
new-into.2/bufineſs, and-likewiſe a wearineſs 
of thoſeopleaſures which bad diſappointed 
him;Jol2e.1 4; -' 

zo behold niſdom, and madneſs and fol] 
To compare the one with the other, that I 
might the better [:tinderſtard them, as.con- 
traries ſerve ta ſet forth ane the other. There 
1s riothing mcre uſual in Solomons Proverbs: 
ther] this kind of Antithefis,to put contraties 
together for natural illuflration. 

for what can the man do that cometh after 
the King] Here man and king; the king ſeems 
to be oppoſed; what further progreſs can a- 
ny. more/private man make in this diſquiſitt 
on,.:'then I who am ſuch Fking :? This is 4; 
Prolepfis or anſwer to a tacite obje&ion x: 
for it might be ſaid," that it was a high and 
bold attempt for one man out of his particu» 
lar experience to paſſe: ſo confident a ſens; 
tence of vanity, & vexation,bpan all wiſdom: 
and:greater works, - To this he-anſwereth,, 
thatno-mar after him, could do more in this 
enquiry 


A non; ow». Empih 
enquiry then he had done, who was fo-emi- 
nent in wiſdom 10 power,; and in; intluftry, 
that was-as it: were: fitted and Riirred-up by 
God unto this buſineſs; and therefore 1fa- 
ny aan after him ſhould ſet about the ſame 
work, he ſhould do no other thing then chat 
which the king had done before him, This 
appears tobe, no. arrogantboatt in Solomon; 
becauſe (the Scripture teftifieth the ſame of 
him, 2 Reg. 3.1%, The:Man who willnot Þ 
believe it upon my report; but rvill make 7 
triaf of 3t himſelf, if be will go with the ſame | 
wiſdom and integrity about itas I have done, | 
hall find-the ſame vanity in the bottom of e« | 
very creature, as E have found. ' :Sohere are þ 
tworeaſons why Solomon challengeth belief 
Mm this point, 7, The advantages which he 
ſo great a king had above any other man, to 
draw forth all the flower and quinteffence of 
the creature, 2. The double diligence 
which he uſed an it, in not onely viewing 
throughly once, but [reviewing again the 
things upon 'which he. paſſed fuch a judg- 
ment. 
what the man] The words intimate a kind? 
of  irdignation, diſdain, undervaluing of any 
onie who: ſhould attempt ſuch an inquiry af-. 
ter” hit; as Pſal, 8. '4. Quid dignue tanto: 
eelit bic promifſor hiatu 5 what 18 the-man 


" who cometh after the king, whom they have 


made 
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”, 
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made king before ;. ſome read the words : 
but the moſt genuine and coherent fence is 
that which our tranſlation expreſſeth ; he 
that . comes after can do_ nothing but what 
they have done: j.e. what is done already be- 
fore them. The ative voice indefinite u- 


ſed for the paſhve, as Iſa, g. 6. Jer, 12, 6. 


Gen, 16. 14. 1-Sam. 23. 22. | 

I would obſerye hence, 1, That the dous 
ble and multiplyed experience of wiſe, great 
and good men, doth. gain much credit and 
frength to the dodtines ſo confirmed, 1 Joh. 
I. 3, Heb. Chap. 11, & 12, 1. Jam. 5. 19, 
I7, | 
2. That the more prejudice is.n the heart 
of men againſt a truth, the more care muſt be 
uſed to vindicate the ſame from all ſhew of 
exception, Tit, 1. 11, & 2, 8, AR. 6, 10, 
and 18. 28, 

3. For a man to ſpeak the truth of himſelf 
touching the gifts of God beſtowed on him. 
and to mention his own experiences, onely, 
ayming therein at the glory and truth of God, 
and edification of the Church , is no arro- 
gance, 0t violation of modeſty, byt an —_—_ 
ving of Gods gifts to the ends for which he 
gave them, Chap, 1. 16. | 


V. 13. Then 1 ſaw that niſdim excellnh 
folly: &c.] That there is an excellency in 
wiſdom 
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wiſdem. more then in folly, &c. This So-. . 
lomon-confeſſeth;that indeed there's a great 
difference between wiſdom and pleaſures, |} 
that being mmy waies more excellent then 
thoſe; and therefore thongh the ftudy of 
wiſdom' be not without pain and ſorrow, 
Chap. rt. 18. yet it is not therefore to be re- 
x&Red :. Wiſdom leaves behind. it ſome per= 
manent good, as the ward here imports,. 
whereas pleaſuresdo periſh in their nfe; and 
nothing Raies behinde them but the ſting and 
ſorrow. The ſorrow of wiſdom is in the 
S<ttine, but the ſorrov of pleaſures is after 
the ufing, and enjoying of them, Ir 1strue, 

wiſdom and Knowledg are vain, in orderto a 
higher aud nodler end then they bear propo= 

tion utito. viz. to' make man truly happy; 

yet they ate of excellent ufe, and fingular 
ornaments to the ſoul which hath them ; ſo 
the Apoftle, though he tell 'us that charity is 
more excellent” then gifts, the one ſerving 
far ediflcation. onely of others, bur the other 
for ſanRification of a mans ſelf, yet acknow- 
ledgeth that they are all operations of Gods 

Spirit, and beſtowed on men for very profi- 

table uſes, and accordingly to be earneſtly 

defired, x Cor, 12.4,7,31.& 14: 1,39, we: 
are ſoto eſteem gifts, as that we prefer ſalya- 
tion and happineſſe before them, Lak; 10, | 

20, 


As 
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As fat a: light excelleth darkneſſe] Wiſ- 
dom to the minde being as light to the body 
and therefore the Rabins called their wiſe 
men, the light of the world, as onr Saviour 
his Apoſtles, Matth. 5., 14. Light is many 
waies comfortable, it ſhews things m their 
diſtiovR forms and ſhews, it diſcovers any 
thing hurtfull, that it may beavoided, or 
beneficial, that it may be embraced, where- 
as darkneſſe confoundeth all things; and 
expoſeth a man to many dangers. Light is 
pleaſant in it ſelf, Eccleſ.11.7, and it 1$ 
metaphorically uſed to expreſs the moſt ex- 
cellent things, as joy, Pal. 97. 11.Efter.$. 
I 6.liberties,and deliverance,Ia.9.1.Glory, 
1 Tim'6.16.Proſperity.Mic.7.9. Life i ſelf. 
Job 3.16,20.and uſuatly,vifdom and'know- 
ledg, whereunto it is here compared, Dan,s. 
14. And it is very uſefull and neceſſary tor 
dire&ion in our works and labours, Joh.11.9, 
Io, Butdarkneſs on the other fide is very 
uncomfortable , it is uſed to expreſs the moft 
calamitous and diſconfolate condition, Job, 
30.,26,Eccleſ.5.17. Iſa. $.22. Amos. 5.18. 
20 Iſa.50,10.Eccleſ. 11,8, very unuſefull, 
as putting a top to all labour,” Exod 10.23. 
Joſh.4.9. very dangerous, as caufing a man 
to ſtumble at every one, to fall into every 
pit,to wander out of is way, &c, Joth, 11. 
I 3. 
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12. 12.35.and folly and ignorance in the 
mind, is uſually expreſſed by the name of 


darkneſs Eph.4.18.& 5.8,Rom,1.21,1h the * 


creation, darkneſs. was the firſt evil which 
God removed, and light the firſt good crea- 
ture that he made, Gen, I, 2, 3, light excel- 
leth darkneſs, as the beautifull and orderly 
. frame , of nature: doth the firſt confuſed 


Chaos. 


V.14. The niſc mans eyes are in bis bead] | 


The reaſon of the former compariſon, a wiſe 
man is 1 the light, but afool in darkneſs. In 


his head, as in a watch-tower, from whence | 


he ſeeth his way before him a far of, taketh 
notice of things. to come, as well as things 
preſent,'is circumſpeR, and heedfull, judi, 
Cious, aud wary in his undertakings, There- 
fore they who. are called wiſe men in one 
place, Deut.16.219.are called men that have 
their eyes open, in another place, Exad.2 3. 
8. They do in the beginning of a buſinefſe 
laok forward to the end of it, they forecaſt 
events, foreſee conſequences their eyes try 
their wayes, as Pſal.11.4.f0 looking fraight | 
forward, denoteth pondering and weighing a 
mans ations, Prov.4.2 5,26. here it is that 
Moſes ſaid to his father in law, who was 
a very-wiſe man, thou ſhalt de tous inſtead 
of eyes, to guide and counſel us, Numb. ro, 
31, 
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31. where the L XX. render it, #pCurvc, 
thou ſhale beavelder, aceunſellor, 2 guide 
amongſtos; -:ſ0:Job ſaith of himfelf, tharihe: 
wag eyes tothe blinds Fob.. 29. 15, A'count: 
ſe{for, and guide unto them, Fhus the tx» 
cellency of wiſdom is deſcribed by' the eye, 
as being the principal part: of the body and 
moſtbeneficial to thewhoale, 1 Cor. v2. 16, 
7, 21 Maty9.22.and whatthe eye:t#to the 
body,thatis toithemind, Eph,z.r8,. :; -:- cr 
But the fol watketb in darkneſſe}"Hereby 
| we unJerftand what is meant by having the: 
eyes inthe head, namely, to-have them a(e- 
fal for guiding and ordering our waies, fo as 
that ve may-not- erre, wande, ftumble,fajl, 
miſtake,mifcarry-in-onr affairs, The Antithes. 
Gs onld have rua thus; bar the fools. eyes? 
are iFhis heels, 'or he hath noggyes to-ſee ; 
but'the uſe of Scripture is to put m the place 
of the antithefis,: that which ſhall in ſenſe 
amount thexeunto,/.as Prov. T 2.27, the. one 
part ef tha verſe is parabolical or proverbial: 
/ Þ but the Antithefis' is- plain and familiar 5 for 
- | Prov, 14.3. 15.19. Thefoof is:raſh, 
; | heady, inconfiderate,cannot diſcern events, 
+ For foreſee dangers; knowes not which way 
to chuſe , or to refuſe; : his eyes: are. any 
where, rather. then ih his head; Prov, 17. 
24+ i$ cafried headlong in his: bufinels; :ea-! 
fily fnated-arid taken, Prov.4. 19,29, » Per, 
1.19, 
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1.19. 'Matth:13. I5,16. _ By darkneſs here; 
we may underfiand blindnefle, At; 13, x14 
and:then walking in darkneſs, :is.a-diſcovery: 
of folly 4 when. a maci wants eyes,' and. yer 
will be wandring and venturing abroad; 
" When he knowes not whither he goes, nor 
what dangers are in his way. 

Thus far hechath ſhewed the excalency 
of wiſdome above folly, now' be ſheweth 
wherein ,. notwithſtanding: .they -do ſq /far 
_ a$ that vanity | belongs unta them 

4 

And I perceived] The meaning is, not-| 
withftanding this excellencyof the one above 
the-other, yet / perceived that one event baps 
weth ro them all} They are equally ſubjeQttnY e: 
- theſame op) events ; the, wiſe mail ca 


| on? 


that is canngfÞy his own counſel exempt 
himſelf from the ſame common. calemitie g0 
which other men fall into ; - As two way thi 
which ſeem to part, the one turning to as 
righthand, and the pther to the left, and yalf be: 
both at taſt bring to the ſame TERLIFEY 9 cor 
2, &3,19. 

V. I5. Then ſaid 1 in mine beare] i. 6 
Therefore, or hereupon 1 faid in mine heart, 
if it happen to me,.even to me, as to the 
fool, to what end'have 1 taken ſo much pains 
tobe moreWiſe: and learned then he, beig 
by all my wiſdom not a whit proteted fi ”m_ tho! 

tnoie 
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thoſe evils which he bath by his folly expoſed 
himſelf anto, 2, 

That tha alſo t vanity] Some make this 
vf tobe a judgment on that haſty and angry in- 
' ference, why was / then mure niſe? and (© 
rf} the meaning to be ; This was my infirmity 
and vanity, to undervalue wiſdom,and mea- 
| are it by the: caſual events which befall -it, 
vs 4Pfal,73.13——15, £77.10, Bur the 
rf meaning is, that in this reſpe&t wiſdome is 
n # no more able to make a man happy, or to 

bring perfe& tranquility to the Soul, then 
| folly is: albeit in other reſpe&s there be a 
&ngular excellency in it above the other, 

"Here then obſerve, 1. That the moſt 
excelent endowments of minde that 'are, 
cannot perfe&ly ſatisfie the heart of man. + 

2, That yet there is a ſpecial beauty and 
800dneſle in ſuch gifts, to draw the-light of 
the heart unto them, as being to theminde, 
as the eye to the head, the guide and the 
deauty of it, . or as light tothe eye, a moſt 
congenial and ſuitable good unto it. 

3. That events and ſucceſſes depend not 
upon the counſels of 'men, nor upon the 
gifts of God beftoived on them, but his Pro- 
vidence hath the caſting voice , and doth 
over-rule and order them all as pleaſeth.him, 
Eecleſ.9.11. Pſal, 127. 1,2. many times 
thoſe who have leaſt wiſdom or goodnefſe, 

D have 
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have greateſt ſacceſſe, Job 21.7-—13. Pak 1 
73.3-—12, Jer.12.1,2, Hab.1.13, Malg6g 7 
15, and many times the wiſeſt and moſtcire x 
cumſpe& men, are moſt truſtrated in -thoſs 
courſes which were contrived with greatefþ 
Skill and cunning, 2 Sam,17.14. Jobs. 12z 
I3,14.Ifa.19.11—14, I Cor.1.20, | 

4. That notwithſtanding the Providencell 
and Counſel of God-hath :the- pre-emjnericylll P 
1n the events of things, yet that hindreth not 
the excellency of wiſdom above fally, ne 
ther are we thereby atall encouraged to finde 
fault with our ſelves for any labour :in the 
uſe of means, onely we muſt ſo uſe themy 
as nat to.;deifie them; nor to truſt -in them, 
but wholly toadepend upon Ged for his ble 
fing on our counſels, to ſubmit t9; bas- Wilt 
and holy purpoſes, when they are diſappoin- 
ted ; to-admire his goodneſs when at anp 
times he turneth our impradence or. unpr& 
vidence. unto good , and maketh. the event 
not. -anſwerable | to:out fbllies., . Hut $0: 
_- => 7 wor ling 
" 5, That we cannot judge -of the wilgomwiſc 
or folly, the goodneſs or badneſs of men ball t 
outward events, becauſe theſe happen alikeFſels 
toall, Chap. 8.14, & 9.11. IC 

V.16, There. t 0 remembrance; &6oll - 
What he obſerved in the genetal-before; if The 


now maketh good in two particulars,2iz,, ®hfbow, 
livion 
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fivion, and death, which ate both alike com- 
mon to wiſe men and to fools, Wiſe men 
may-ſeem to ſecure at leaſt their names, 
thongh they cannot their bodies from morta- 
lity ; by ſuch magnificent works as Solomon 
here wrought, and by ſuch noble contempla- 
tions as he was converſant in , but he aflures 
us here the contrary, and elfeivhere, that 
Piety onely keepeth the name from rotting 
with the body, Prov.10,7. Pſal.1 12.6, Plal, 
49. 11, 12, Jer, 17. 13. Time will eatovt 
all the monaments of wiſdom ; or though 
they continue, yet the renown of a wile man 
doth him no good at all, he is notafter death 
ſenſible of it, or comforted with it, (0 Chap. 
I,1I, new wiſe men that ariſe in after Ages, 
will dafken and eclipſe the honour of thoſe 
that went before them : and ſo will it be 
done to them in the Ages that follow, . To 
deſure, no mere wiſe or great mans ho110ur, 
ſeparated from Piety, will hold pace with his 
being - at the laft day there will ſo much 

Fſhametul matter be diſcovered againſt the 
on wiſeſt of wicked men, as they ſhall the > iſe 
ball their renown, and ſhall appearco be veſ- 

ikFſels of diſhonour and ſhame for evermore, 

I Cor.4.5. 2 Tim,2.30. 

of 4nd hoy dieth the wiſe man ? as the f01l] 

WThe ſecond fate, common to both. Th:s 

WBbow, 1s a paſſionace interrogation, noting 

00 D 2 oriet 
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orief that it is o ; wonder that it 1s no other 
wiſe s and indignation or diſdain that thing 
ſo exceeding different in their worth, (houl 
both of them periſh alike. Thus there 1g 
Q uomods delentis, Of grieving, Lam. 1,1 
adwirants:, of wondring, ARts 2. 7, 8, In 
dignantis Ox objurgantis, of chiding and 
dain, Joh.5.44.Matth.23.33. Ard becauk 
it may be objected, That this Argament my 
as well diſable Piety from making a my 
happy, as wiſdom : . Since the ſame queſt 
may be framed of them as well as of the 
How dieth the juſt man ? as the unjuſt; w$ þ; 
muſt remember that Piety followes a mai 
and ſo abides with him after death, whicki 
other acquired excellencies do either as.0 
naments or as comforts, Rev.14.19. Det 
doth not cut off their ſpiritual life and an 
with Chrit, which was that which ma 
them happy here. Wicked men are dea( 
being alive, 1 Tim.5.6, and good men li 
mm death, Joh,11.25,26. Mat.22, $2, ther 
fore the Jews called their burying plac 
domu viventiam, the houſes of the livin} 
Therefore there is nodurableLife or Honou 
but in theTear of the Lord, 


 V. 17. Therefore I hated life,&c.) Tl 
1s the effe& which this great vanity of. 
moſt excellent humane endowment wroug 


Pap.2, the Book of Eccleſiaftes. 75 
"ens in the heart of Solomon, made him weary of 
C living to ſolittle purpoſe, as to dye at laſt 
1 like the baſe of men. He ſaw no loveli- 
"uy neſs or defireableneſs in life it ſelf, ( though 
IF the chiefeſt outward bleſſing) all the courſe 
Tv4 hereof being full of evil, grievous, crucia- 
WF ing, diſquieting labour , all which at laſt 
aug ns down like the waters of Jordan , into 
ug the ſame lake of death, with the other refuſe 
ug of men, Many mens poverty, pains, fick- 
ul nefs, worldly troubles, have cauſed them to 
erg complain of their life ; but here is one who 
"© had health, peace, hanour, abundance of all 
nal the contents which the world could affard, 
hn not murmuriogly, but as it were judiciouſly 
0 and critically making -the ſame complaints, 
ul The ereatnefle of his wiſdom being ſuch, as - 
mal that all the comforts of life were too narroiy 
to ſatisfie the inquiries of it, he ſavy little ya- 
20 lnable or defireable in it, 

| Here ooſerve, 1. That life it ſelf istoo 
mean a thing to bring fall content to the foul 
of man, It muſt be ſomething better then 

life which maſt do it, Pſal.63.3. 

2, Thar in the greateſt confluence of 
worldly things, the life of a man may be full 
of grievous labour, and he weary of it, not 
onely out of anguiſh of ſpirit, but of na-' 
tural wiſdom obſerving the vanity there-: 


of, 
D 3 3. That 


76 Annetation; on ' Cap? 


3. That the wiſdom of man, without ma- 


king uſe of the grace.ot Gud, 1$'very. apt to} 
undervalue the greateſt outward. blefling 
which humane nature is capable of ; as So} 
lomon here doth life, There 1s naturally {6} 


mach dittemper in the heart of man, that ex- 
cept all things anſwer his own defires and 


expeQations, he will fall out with his very 
life, and pick quarrels with the choyceſt| 
blefliings that God here affords im, As 4, 
little cloud hides the light of the whole Sun 
from the eye, ſo amidſt a multitude of en-þ 
. . joyments, a little labour or trouble which! 
comes along with them, doth darken theþ 
beauty, and remove the content of then all, 


Gen,zo.1. Pſal.5g.15. Eſlth.5.t3. 

4. Concerning this point, of being wea- 
ry of Life,- or hating it as an unlovely and 
ni:defireable thing, we may note, 1, That 
Life 13 the choyceſt and principal outward 
bleſſing which God here affords us, and that 


unto the comfort. and preſervation thereof 


all other outward bleflings are direRed, 
Muth.6.25, 2, That though in a way df 
obecience we are to undervalue it at the 
command of God, when he calls on us to lay 
it down, Luke 14.26. A&,20.24. I Joh.3, 
16, Joh. 12,25, and incompariſon of a bet- 
ter life we may groan ſor a deliverance from 
it, and to be with Chriſt, Phil, 1. 23, yet 


it 
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it, is a'ereat fault out of paſſion, marmuring, . 


| outivard troubles, nay out of largeneſs ot 


heart, 2s here Solomon doth, to diſ-eſteem 
4nd- wax weary of ſo great a bleſſing, -Gen, 
27. 46, Numb.14.2 Job 10.1., & 36.20, 


Jon. 4. 3, 8, 
V, 18. Yea I hated all my labour, &c. | 


All thoſe magnificent and excellett works, 
which with ſo much labour I had wronght, 


| * They were all ſo'far from miniſtring nato 
* my heartany ſolid contentment, that I grew 


wholly ont of love with them, had noregard 
nor reſpe& at all unto them, If by hatred 
here, and in the former-verſe, be meant mmly 
an abatement of that love and Jelight which 
his heart might over-ſenſually take in them, 
thn this was a very commendable fruit of 
the vanity which he diſcovered in them , 2c- 
cording to the counſel of the Apoſtle, upon 
the ſame ground, 1 Cor,7.29,30,31. I Joh, 
2.15, Lent the world, that ſeems tobe, 
a worldly and ſecular life, or Temporal Be- 
ing - nor the things of the world, that is, 
the proviſions and materials which are the 
fuel of luſt in the world : and fo hatred ſome- 
times ſignifies an abatement and moderation 
of love, Matth,10.37, compared with "Luke 


14.26, Joh, 12.25. Gen.29.30,31, But 


- if by Hatred, is meant a deteftation and ab- 


E 4 horrency 


Pe Anndtations on © ap, Þ 
horrency of them, fo 2s-to leave off all care 
of duty to be exerciſed -in wordly things, acy 
cording to the travel which God- hath ap» 
pointed for the ſons of men, *Chap, I. 13, 
Epkeſ,5.28, 2 Thefl.3.10 13. and this 
to do, becauſe we find not that plenary ſatis- 
faRion from them, which they were nevet 
ordained to adminiſter, then this was an | 
ordinate hatred, which did not belong un- | 
to the worksthemſelyes, (being in them» | 
ſelves good) but unto the (inful ditemper of 
the heart from whence it proceeded. Such 
was the ſullen diſtemper of Iſrael in the F 
Wilderneſs, Numb.11.6,& 20.4. Jon.4.1. | 
Becauſe 1 ſhonld leave it unto, &c. Here 
the Wiſe man doth-ſubjoyn reaſons of this his 
wearineſs and diſlike of all his paſt labours : 
T, Becauſe he was to leave them ; there was | 
aneceſſity of parting with them at the laſt, Z 
As the heart of man in this Rate of corruption 
Is naturally apt to cleave ta. the world and # 
worldly things, ſo there is a peculiar delight # 
in thoſe works which are the fruit of his own Þ 
wiſdom and labour ; and he finds it more hard F 
to wean and-take off his affeRion from them, } 
then from any other.. As the Apoftle ſaith of 1 
a mars oivn proper luſt, ſowe may of h.s own 
labour and work, that it 'doth more eafily | 
draiy away the heart, Jam.1. 14. therefore |} 
when.God paniſheth ſuch men, he vſually 3 
otn Z 
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. 79 
doth it in the works of their own hands, in 
their principal and peculiar imployments; as 
Tyrus in her merchandize , Ezek. 27. 273 
Pharaoh in his River, Ezek. 29. 3, 4+ The 
Wiſe man is apt to glory in his wiſdom, and 
the Rtrong man in his Rrength, &c, Jer. 9.23. - 
Dan.4. 30,31. This is the firſt ground of 
yexation, They muſt leaye their wealth to 
others, Pſal.49.10,12. 

V.19. And whoknoweth whether he ſhall 
be a niſe man or a fool? | 2. And thereaſon 
of his fore-mentioned diflike of all his la- 
bour, becauſe he muſt leave them to the man 
that comes next after him, who haply may 
be very unfit to ſucceed him in ſo wife and 
_ great works.It is not in mans power to leave 
the works-of his hands, when he muſt him- 
ſelf no longer enjoy them, unto ſuch as are - 
moſt likely to improve or preſerve them : 
but be he what he will, wiſe or fooliſh, he 
muſt have not only the fruition of my h- 
bours, but the dominion over them, Pal. 39. 
6. Ard this is a great vanity,to know a mans 
ſelf how to get great things, and to knov 
how to preſerve, and to enjoy them ; but 
not to know what will become of them at 
the laſt : A wiſe man it may be will after at, 
a fool will ſcatter and diſſipate all, and ſo all 


the fathers wiſdome ' may quickly come to » 


nought by the ſons folly, Pal. 39. 7. : 
D 
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Po innet4tio | 
therein I bave laboured, and wherein 1 
bav: ſhewed my ſelf wiſe] Which by my 
labour and by my wiſdome I have gotten, 
He nnderſtandeth humane wiſdome 1n mas 
nagivg worldly affairs to the beſt 1mprove- 
ment, Iſa, 10. 13. Ezek. 38. 4, 5. Theſe 
are the two great principles of hamane aRt- 
ons, Wiſdome to dire&; Labour, to exe- | 
cate : Wiſdome by counſel guideth labour , | 
and Labour through experience encreaſeth | 
wiſdome, That wiſdome is fruitleſs, which 
doth not produce labour ; and that labour is 
uſeleſs, which is not managed by wiſdome. | 
Some conceive, that Solomon here did fore- 
ſee, at leaſt, that Rehoboam by his folly 
Might ſcatter many of thoſe great works,and 
Jofe much of that ample power and wealth 
which his father by his wiſdome had gotten, 
I Reg. 12. 13,15, | | 

V. 20, Therefore I went about to cauſe |: 
wy beart to deſpair of all the labour, &C;] 
I] nent abont, or, I cicclzd, The meaning.1s, |# 
Having turned hither and . thither to take. 
view of all humane actions, and every where | 
diſcovering notable vanity in them all, I | 
found my ſelf, after I was wearied in. this 
round, brought at laſt to.utter deſpair ard ] 
deſpondency of ſpirit, being without hope ? 
of ever finding out that in any of my labours ? 
for which I h.d andertaken'them.. When I & 
found, 3 


kewl ah, * 
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p.2. the Book of Ecclefiaſtes, 9r: 
found, after all my {abour, this ſad uricer- 
tainty attending on them, that it was out of 
my power to diſpoſe them for the future ſo, 
but chat they might fall into the hands of a 
fool that would demoliſh and diffipate them 
all ; whody his folly, would extinguiſh the 
monuments of my wiſdome, and by his 
laxury, the fruits of my labour : Then I be- 
(tirred my ſelf to make my heart deſpair, to 
call it wholly off from all my labours, The 


j - vord importeth a defiſting from a pur- 


poſe or work undertaken, a changing of a 
mans counſel, finding the attempt to be 
fruitleſs or unfeaſable, Iſa. 57. 10. Jer. 2. 
25, & 18. 12, There isa Rational deſpur, 
when a man having erromouſly ſought for 
ſome good from that which 1s wholly unable 
to afford. it, doth thereupon give over ſo 
fruitleſs an inguiry, and betake himſelf to 
that which is more effeRual, Iſa, 55. 2: and 
there is a paſſionate deſpair proceeding from 
that frowardneſs of heart which ſach a dif- . 
appomtment is apt to prodnce in carnal 
mmds, when becauſe a man cannot enjoy 
that good'from a thing which he expected, 
he-will therefore wholly. fall out with it; 
though it be otherwiſe good in its degree, 
and doth bring ſach comfortable fruit as God 
appointed it for This 1s a ſinful deſpair : 
For the Lord hath made many promiſes unto 

the 


;  Aunatations on © ,4p.2,0" 
the labour which we take about outward' 

things, Prov, 12, 24. & 13,11. & 31,31. 
Pſal. 128. 2,2. And hatha word of blefling: | 
ever proportionable to thoſe ends and uſes 
for which he hath appointed them, Deurt.' 
28, 2——98, Matth. 4. 4. If Solomon mean 
here the former deſpair, then it was an effeRt 
of his wiſdome, diQtating unto him not to 
place his hopes upon vain things, which | 
would delude and abuſe him, but to take off | 
his heart from the inerdinate love of empty | 
things. If the later, then it was a corrupt 
and froward averſion from things good 1n 
' their degree, becauſe the providence of God 
might haply diſpoſe otherwiſe of them than 
be defired. Daty and labour about ontward 
things, belongs anto us, but the diſpoſitian 
of them into what hands he pleaſeth, belong- 
eth unto God. In the mean time, it 18 a good 
argument to draw off the heart from anxions 
and inerdinate toyl about worldly things : 
and rather to imploy our thoughts about the 
education of our children, leſt much wealth 
in the hands of a fooliſh fon, prove an ar- 
gament of our folly , whereas a little eſtate 
with _— of wiſflome and piety in« 
filled into him that muſt enjoy it, will bea | 
greater bleſſing unto him, and an evidence 4 
of. more wiſdome in our ſelves. 


V, 21. Fyr iberc js 4. wan whoſe labour +- 


3s 
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irin wiſdome, &c.\} i. e. who, 1. by bis ha- 
bitual skill and faculty of contrivance.. 2..by 

his experimental and improved knowledge , 

and '3. by his: juſt, honeſt, and righteous 
dealing ; concurring all 4. with dligent. 
labour, (anto-which kind of principles ot 
attempered, the bleſſing .of Gad 1s uſually 

annexed,) doth get a fair. and full eſtate : 

and when he hath:all done, maſt leave it to. 
another who never took thought about .3t, 
nor ſtirred hand or foot.towards the. gather- 
mg of it, This i$a third reaſon of the wife 
mans wearmeſs.of his tife-and labours,name- 
ly, that he ſhould. be a very drudge for: ano 
ther man, and ſhould uſe all his skul and: 
pains, and ſuffer ſo much anxiety..and* dif: 
quiet only to purchaſe reſt and idleneſs for. 
his ſucceſſor. And this .is. a great and ſore 
evil, that the labour ſhould be one mans, 
and the fruit thereof anothers, and-is often 
threatned as a puniſhment, Job. 5.5. Hol. 
7. 9. & 8.7. Deut, 28, 30,31, 32, 33. 
Pal. 39. 6. Prov. 13, 22 


x ſhall be give it for bis portion Or, ſhall 
be gize his portion. That which in all reaſqn 
after ſo. mnch labour ſhould have been the 
portion of him who laboured for itzhe is come 
pelled by death to-give or leave it to another 
man, and ſo ta take 1t that other mans pot- 
tion, $4 Þ:: | 4 


| Y.33. 
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-'V. 22: fot nbet bath man of «ll bis {aboanr,, 
&0c.]* Whar is there: unto a' man of all: his 
labour ?' Nehem.'6.6; viz, what profit, com= 
fort, adyanrage,.can 'a man haveiof ſuch la- 
bour wherein all the pain i& his,and all the' 
fruit and:benefit another mans? Chap. I. 3, 
& 3. 9. Pal. 39 6. | | 
vexation of bir heart | Hereby are noted 
thoſe diſcruciating.,, diſquieting, careful 
thoughts, whereby he doth proje& and con» 
trive within him(ſelf-all waies of gain, and 
. how to increaſe and preſerve 'a great eſtate, 
Pal. 49. 11.Hab, 2.5,6,1 Tim. 6:9, 10, 
* Fhis: may refer to all the three Reaſons be- 
fore given ; x. What hath man left to him- 
ſelfof all his laboar and vexation when.he: is 
dead and gone, alt the world 13 then gone to 
tim, Job 1, 21.' x Timi 6, 9. Pſ. 49. 17, 
2, Wiat good hath he by all that pains which 
was taken for another man, whoiif he were 
wiſe, -would be ableito' take the pains for 
hiavelf,aud if fooliſh; will be likely to make 
all another mans pains: fruitleſs, Which he 
took. to provide for bim, Job 27; 16,.17, 
3; What hath he of all his Labour more tharl 
the other'man who ſare ſtill, and lived quiet- 
by, and ſaw him toyl'and dradee to get him 
aneſtate who labouted not for :it? nothing 
atall more ag'to confertment) and fruition 
muck more as to wearineſs and vexation. 
SE V, 23s 
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V.23. For all bis daies are ſarrons, and 
bis: travel prief | &c, ] Theſe words are 
very emphatical, to ſet forth the pain and 
troable of ſuch a man who toyls for others ; 
and the wiſe man cloſeth this diſquſitio1 as 
he did the firſt, Chap. 1. 18, only chis is ex- 
prefled with greater emphaſis, as being the 
greater evil of the two, as yerf. 21. 1. The 
words are many, fo ſhew the greatneſs of the 
trouble. 2. The word tranſlated /orrons, 
fignifieth a very painful and cruciating grief, 
the griet- of ſome ſore wound; Gen. 34.25. 
Jer, 51. 8, and uſed in the caſe of Iſraels 
ſorrow 1n their bondage in Egypt, Exod. 3. 
7. and in Babylon, Lam, 1. 12. and_ to ex- 
preſs/the ſorrows of Chriſt, I. 53. 3,4. 
See Job 33. 19. Pcov. 14, 13.. . 3. The ab- 
ſtraR is uſed for the Concrete, it 18 not ſaid, 
all bis daies are ſorrowful, but very ſorrow'it 
ſelf, which addeth mach force to the ſenſe, as 
Gen. 3. 6. Pſ. 5.9. & 39. 5. Hag. 2.8. 
Gen. 12. 2. Cant, 5. 16. | 4. The word:3$ 


1a the plural numberga/! bis daies are ſorrowrs 


(5. e.) full of ſorrow, great ſorrow, 'and ya- 
riety of ſorrow , as Iſa. 63.6. 2 Pet. 3.11. 
So 1t 18 ſaid, that the Sodomites were ſmit- 
ten with blindneſs, Gen. 19, 11, 3 Cor. I, 

3. Eccl. 5.6. ; $54.85 96 50) 
and bis travel! [ or anxious and carefal, ſa- 
bour ] grief. Or, indignatian, his weatiſome 
jN- 


LY if 


WM Bot ations On , | 
imployments, 


Hereby is noted the exceeding great trou- 
ble of heart, which ariſeth out of an inordi- 
nate converſing about worldly things,-and 


full of diſquietneſs, and of 
continual ſollicitade, meeting withal with' ? 
many miſcarriages and diſappointments, do * 
ftir up much grief and diſpleaſure of heart, F 


apprehenſion of parting with them. For the | 


leſs meaſure there is in-th& labour of getting 
them,the more ttoublethere is in thethoughts 
, of parting'with them. If the life of the beſt 
men be full of evil and labour, Gen. 47. 9. 
Pf. 90. 10, Job. 14,1. & 5.7, Our mather 
\ brings us-forth in ſorrow, and nnto. ſorrow: 
much more unquiet muſt be the life of thoſe 
wholabour in the fire, and for very vanity, 
- Habb. 2. 13. 
yea, bis beart taheth no reſt in the night] 
The night was appointed by God for man to 
reſt in, as the day to labour, PC. 104. 23.'& 
127.2, Job 4. 13, But ſuch a man depriveth 
kimſelf- of. that blefſing, which God by the 
very ſeaſon offers him, Job 7. 3, 4, 13, 14- 
Eccl, 5. 12, 13. Prov. 3.24. Or,if ſucha 
mans body, through labour and wearineſs, 
do fleep, yet his heart is ill taken up with 
- nnquiet thoughts-and cares ; for the Heart 
may be awake when the body ſleeps, Cant. 
V.24. There is nothing better for 4 man, 
than 


UMI 
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thaw t4 eat, &c, ]. In this verſe, and {o to the 
end of 'the Chapter, is. contained that which 
is the whole ſum ,2nd ſubje& of this book, 
which is to ſhew, wherein the only good 
4 which a man can attain unto in his labour a- 
F bout worldly things, doth confift, and the 
d happineſs of this. preſent life, which is to 
e F getthe heart ſeaſoned with the fear of God, 
S and to be good in' his fight, or approved of 
$ him ; and then in the aſſurance and joy of 
| his favour, to make uſe of all outrvard good 
things with quier contentment, With free- 
C dome, chearfulneſs, and delight, which is a 
: ſpecial bleſſing which the Lord gives unta 
his own ſervants. The Apoſtle puts all rhis 
| into two. words, Godlineſs and Content= 
ment, x. Tim, 6.6. , 
| The words admit of a ſeveral readings. 
though all run to the ſame iſſue, T here is no» 
thing better for a man, then ſo our ver= 
fion, The word ſehen] according.to the read- * 
ing is to be ſupplyed, it.not being in the O- 
riginal, And ſo. Interpreters -agree, . that 
ſuch a word as #i/;, Or tantum, May be un- 
derſtood, as it is neceſſarily to be ſupplyed. 
elſewhere ; as Iſa, 1, 6, where, in the Oti-- 
ginal, the words run in this manner, 7 bere. 
is no ſoundneſs it, mounds and-bruifes, &C, 
where the word. þxz; or only, is neceſlarily ta 
-. be ſuapplyed; no ſoundneſs,  {bar]. wounds 
or 


or bruiſes : So here, Thert Ar goo for a' 
»4h that he. tat; the word but 1S 'be fup< 
pfyed, There is nor, or 'it is mot Food for 4 
man ba that he eat': It 1s expreſſed; Chap. 
3.12, Others read the words with an inter- 
rogation,'/s it not good for 4 man that þe eat, 
&c.? (4. e.) It is good, Others read thus, 
This good it not in a ni, (i. e:Y inthe pon 
er of a man, that he eat and drink, &%c, As 
he cainot help it, but he muſt im time teave 
his outvatd things, which with ſo much [av 
bour he hath gotten, and that to ſuch as, it 
may be, will not difpoſe of them ro his de« 
fire ; ſo even while he doth aQually poſſeſy 
_ them himſelf, iris not in his power'to uſe 
them, much leſs to enjoy with: delight and 
pleaſure, without the ſpeciil -gift of God; 
All amounts to the ſame iflue; which is this: 
Since there is in all the ſtudies, labours, af- 
fairs of men ſo much vanity and vexation, as 
hath been here diſcovered, by the ableſt and 
wiſeſt inquirer into the creature , it remains, 
it 've would effe&ually free'onr ſelves from 
this vanity and vexation, that giving over 
thoſe anxious and diſquieting labours, we 
betake our ſelves to a free, chearful, and 
comfortable uſe of thoſe 'g00d things which 
God hathbleſſed us withgl ; and that ſo we 

may do, tocommend our felves'by fincerit 
of heart'uhto God, from whoſe hand and-'9ift 
alone 
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alone this mercy proceedeth, and 
the power or will of man. _ ' - 

make bis ſox! ſee, or enjoy good } 3. 4. Make 
himſelt to enjoy the good which outivard: 
vleſſings do afford, the like phraſe making 
t0 ſee good is tnſed, Pf, 4. 6,.and 50. 23. /#- 
ras verl. I. 

in bis labsur ] 1. In the fruit. of labour, 
not of idleneſs. 2, Of his own labour, of 

hat which is righteouſly his own, not gotten 
rom others by violence or injuſtice, 

this alſo I ſam that it nas from the hand 
of God ] Or the ſpecaal gift of God, as verl. 
26,Chap. 3.13« & 5 19, 1 Chron. 29. 16. 
It may ſeem but an eafie thing when man 
hath, with-much toyl and trouble, gotten 
proviſions about him, to eat the fruit. cf. his 
own labours, yet he hath no power to do it 
wathout Gods blefling, 

Here we may obſerve, 1, That. the ut- 
moſt good of all worldly labours reach no 
further as to real benefit, then the ſupply of 
body, Ecclef, 6.7.1 Tim: 6, 7, 8, | 

2. That it is-not in the power. of man, at- 
ter all his hard labour for theſe things, either 
to uſe them, or with chearfulneſs and joy to 
delightat all in them, without the ſpecial 
hand and oift of God; to ſay nothing of 
fickneſs, or other diſtempers within,.and of 
robbers without, which may take away ry 
talie 
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ob 33 19,30.ſo that the fldor andthe wine- 
preſs ſhal not' feed us, Hoſ. 9.2. & 2.9. 
There is ſach a ſordid and baſe crnelty in the 
mind of -2 man towards himſelf, as to de- 
fraud a:1d grudge himſelf the fruit of his own 
labour, Eccl: 6.2, 4, 8. mach leſs can a man 
with cheerfal.ieſs, contentment, .and ſweet 
tranquility, make uſe of theſe bleſfings with- 


out the ſpecial favonr of God unto him: 


therein, Prov, 10, 22.Pſ. 128.1. 2, Nehem. 


8. 10, 12; F Chon, 29, 22. AR; 14, 17. 


' Dent, 8. 12 
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18. . Phil. 4, 11, 12, 


| of the good blefſings of God, together with 
the ſenſe and comfort of his fatherly love, 1 
Tim. 6. 4. 

4; That all the ſweetneſs of ontward bleſ- 
ſings Randeth in this, that they are reached 
out unto us; from the hand, and ſanRified by 
the blefſing and grace of a merciful Father, 
PC. 37. 16. Prov, I5. 16, 1 Tim. 4.5, 
r'Tim, 6, 17, It is the love of God which 
puts ſweetneſs into all outward mercies; 

5- Honeft labour whereby a mans bread 
IF his oivn, is the proper object of our com- 
fortable fruition. Then only we can rejoyce 

in 


Cap. 2; 
taſte of any fveetneſFm them, and*conſe-'? 
ently the deſire of them, 2 Sam. 19; 35: | 


y Fhat the happineſs of this life Randeth' 
in a free, cheerfal and contented enjoyment 


1 


I 
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94 
in our eating and drinking, and other out- 
ward delights; when in them we taſte the 
ſweet of our righteous labours, Proy, 16, 8. 
Eph. 5. 28. 2 Theſ. 3. 12, 


V. 25. fir who can cat, or who elſe can ba- 


ften thereunto more than [? | He proveth 


what he had ſaid, that itis the giſt of God , 
becauſe he ſo wiſe, ſo wealthy a Prince,who 
had ſo great variety to hold up his delight, 
could of himſelf find nothing im all bis great 
eſtate, but matter of vexation, What pow- 
er can others have to enjoy them, when he 
could not ; or elſe it may refer to the former 
part of the fore-going verſe. There is 00- 
thing for a oven then to eat and drink and 
enjoy good in his labour : this he-proyeth by 
his own experience. As by his own expe- 
rience, he hath all along proved the vanity 
and yexation of the creatures in other re- 
ſpe&s ; ſo here by his own experience he 
proveth, that the only tranquility is, havin 

made ſure of the favour of God, to eat _ 
drink with cheerfulneſs. He doth not mean 
ſenſual Epicure-like ſurfeiting on the crea- 
tures, but a quiet and free contented uſe of 
them; who is fit to eat of my eſtate, and to 
make haſte ſo to do, 3. e.: readily and cheer- 
fully to do it, then I my ſelf who-labonred 
it? and Lunto whom God hath given ſach 
Plenty, and ſuch readineſs of heart to uſe it, 
Can 
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to others a judgement and affurance hereof, 
Soverſ; To, 12, 

who elſe can haffen thereunto more than 1? | 
This noteth a ſpecial promptitude and cheer- 
falneſs of heart, which Solomon did put 
forth in the fruition of the good things he 
had gathered, as Job 20. 2. others read it, 
who hath taken more care thereunto, to a- 
bound in dHlights and contents then I ? 


Others, who hath quicker ſenſes to diſcetn Þ 


the comforts of them, then I 2 but the firſt 
ſenſe ſeemeth more genuine ; for as in the 
former verſe, he ſpake, 1, Of eating and 
drinking, or of the free nfing of Gods bleſ- 
ſings. 2. Of making the heart to enjoy them: 
So here he telleth us that his practiſe, was 
ſareable, who can eat that relates to the 
former; and who can haſten more than 1,that 
relates to the ater. | 

V. 26, for God giveth to a man that is 
pood in bs Aght, wiſdome, and knowledge,and 
j0y, &c. } aving commended this free and 
comfortable uſe of Gods bleſſings with Gad- 
lineſs and contentment by the anthor of it, 
it 15 the gift of God : He here further con- 
mends it by the ſubje& of it, unto whom 
. God doth afford ſo.excellent a gift: many 
gifts of God are common to good and bad 
men, Matth, 5. 45. 1 Cor.13.1, 3. but this 
is 


Cap.2.1 
can by my own taſte of Gods goodneſs give * 
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is 2 peculiar bleſſing which be beſtorvs on 
his beloved, PC. 127, 2..the ſubjeRt of it is 
2.g00d. man.; the Charadter of that, good 
man, he is-good in bjs fight, g90d in. the 
judgement of God, who .trieth the "heart, 
Gen, 17,1, T1 Cor. 10.18, Rom. 12. 1,2, 
I Tim, 2, 3, Heb. x3. 21. The gift of God 
to this man, 1, Wiſdome to get, 2 Know= 
ledge to uſe, 3. Joy. to uſe cheerfully and 


{ comfortably all oueyard- bleſſings, and this 
© isilluſttated dy an Antitheſis, 


bat to the ſinner be giveth travel, to gather 


| and to beap #p,] i.e. He giveth them up, or 


leaveth them to their own greedy defires, to 
gather and heap together with much anxiety 
and. tormenting ſollititade, Hahb., 2. 6. 
Luk. x2. 18. Pf. 39.6, Led 

T bat he may give to bim that'is good before 
God] That is, that God may diſpoſe of it 
by his own over-ruling providence, befides 
and againſt the purpofe of the gatherer, to 
whom, he pleiſeth, or to thoſe that fear him, 
makipg wicked men but the drudges and 
purveyors for others. I[a.10.7. Prov. 13.23, 
& 28. 8, Job 27.16,17.ERt. S. 1,2. Ifa.65, 
I 3, 14. as wicked men built the Ark, bat 
Noah enjoyed it, according to the Greek 
proverb, one man-makes the garment, but- 
andther wears it. 


This 4/ſe is vanityÞvia,} for a wicked man 
to 
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5. 22,6,That amongſt other curſes,God doth Z 


-vetous hearts, to weary themſelves in gather- 
-ing wealth to no purpoſe of their' own, "of 


| for the uſe and good of the godly, 


94 Annotations on Chap. 30 
to labour for others whom he- loves not, nor 
ever intended hig.labqus fot. a 
- Herewe' fee, T. Goodnets conſiſts in aps 
proving a.mans ſelf to'God, '2. That ſweet 
and perfe& contentment is peculiar unto 
good men. 3. That wiſdome or skill to get 
riches, is the gift of God,Deut. 8.18. 4.That 
knowledge to uſe them,being gotten,is like- 
wiſe Gods gift, as verſ.24.:5 :That good men 
only are the proper ſabjeCt of true joy, Gal. | 


many times puniſh wicked men with giving 
them up to the inſatiable deſires of their co- 
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Ecect. 4: 8. 7, Gods providences, - that many 


times diſpoſeth the labours of wicked men tc 


CHAP, III. 

JN this Chapter the wiſe man proceedeth,in 

diſcovering the: vanity of worldly'thingy, 
and of all mens toil ne / labonr about - them, 
in regard of the total uncertainty of future e-E ol 
vents, as having their whole dependance onff Ca 
the predeterminate purpoſe of God,& notath_rer 
all on the anxious care and thonghts of man} to 
And that therefore ſince man is not able tofj de; 
alter the ſeries and contexture of events, fore-| off 
ordainedby God, he ought with contentment} **" 
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of heart to enjoy his condition, and to fear 
the Lotd,& depend on his p:ovidence,which 
| is not poſſible tor him by all his own (ollici- 
{8 tude to prevent or eſcape. And therefore, 
+8 though he may cheerfully enjoy preſent bleſ- 
(| fings, yet he muſt not have his heart glued 
tf to them,nor build his chiefeſt hope on them, 
-Þ in regard they are ſo variable, and ſubje&t to 
n&# unavoidable changes and uncertairities, So 
[& that the doftrine of the ten firſt verſes: of 
hZ this Chapter ſeems tobe, 1. An argument 
o& enforcing the former counſel of the wiſe man, 
| Chap.2. 24. That ſince there is 2 ſet and 
prefixed ſeaſon for all, even the moſt contin= 
oent events, and that it is out of the power 
of man by alt his thoagkts, counſels & cates, 
to break through the limits of Gods provi- 
dence in the gaidance of tnem; therefore our 
wiſeſt m isto yield our ſelves unto God, 
to depend on his connſel and proviſion, to 
reſt contented in that which he gives, and 
not to difquiet our ſelves with rhe cares, 
fears, hopes of ſuch things,as are wholly with- 
out the order of our wiſdome or power, 2, A. 
caveat in the uſe of outward comforts, ſtill te 
eat remember that they are changeable, ſibje& 
an{* to time and providence to wear them out, 8 
to} deprive us of them : and therefore not to be 
ret offended, if we have not alwaies our defires, 
nor cajey them [+ long, and'in ſo conſtant a tenor of 
E ſucceſs 
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ſacceſs, as we could wiſh ourſelves. 3. & 
farther obſervation of vanity in outward 
things, inthe various a&tons of other men, 
as he bad before diſcovered 1n his own la« 
bours. _ | 
V.1, To every thing there ts a ſeaſon} 

A predeterminate and an appointed time : 
S0.it is uſed, Efh. 9. 31. Ezra 10; 14. 
Nehem. 13.31. 

| ts everypurpoſe]| To voluntary and con- 
tingent things , which ſeem moſt in a. mans 
own power; yet theſe are over-ruled , for 
their beginning , duration, and ending, by 
the providence of: God, Typ every purpo- 
ſed buſineſs : Where note ; 1, That all e- 
vents jn the world , both natural and con- 
tingent , voluntary, or foxtuitous , are all of 
them limited and bounded for their begin- 
Ding , duration andending,, by the provi= 
gence of God , Pal. 51,15. Job 14. 14. 
Ads 17.26. So we read of a time for wrath, 
Pal. 37. 13. Ezek. 7. 7. Hoſ. 5. Ja. 40s 
2. Atime of love, Ezec, 16. 8. 2-Cor. 6.2. i 
A time to work in, Joh. 2. 4. A time-to 
ſuffer in, Job. 7. 30. & 8.20. 13.1. & 
17.1, It1s great wiſdom for men to obſerve 
the providences of God in this point, that 
they may accordingly behave themſelves to- 
wards him, x Chron, 12, 32, Luk. 19, 42 
Eccleſ. 9.12, Jer. 3.7, 2, That whatever - 
a tne 
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the thoughts or careFof-men, yet the pur- 
Poſes at:Grod muſt Rand; no man can byhis 
@nxiqus-fears or conrrivances, mend or alter 
his. candition, Means we muſt uſe an obe- 
dience unto God, and expeRation of his 
promiſed bleſſing , but events'and-ſucceſles 
We muſt wholly leave tohim , Iſa. 46, 10. 
Proy; 1:9, 21, Pſal.+33. 10, 11. Matth. 6. 
27, Jer. 10.23. .3« Thatall things under 
the, Sun! are ſubject to continual-Changes ; 
there are various revolutions and viciſhtudes 
of events, now one thing, and anon the con- 
trary,- to the intent that men ſhould, neither 
be wanton in proſperity, nor deſperate in 
adverſity, but: (hould- alwayes fear before 
the Lord , ard- ſeek for a kingdome which 


27. 1, Jam. 4. 13,14. Dan. 2.21. 
V.2., The-Wife man ſabjoyneth an In- 
dition of ſeveral particulats, obvious to 
eyery,mans experience, whereby he demon- 
Rracerh the-eruch of, this general Propofition, 
Some of theſe particulars are things nataral, 
and Wholly out of the-power of- man : others 
humane and voluntary, ſuch as'are done and 
FeireRed by the Skill of man, To teach us, 
hat-all the moſtree and.contingert a&ions 
ae under the Law of Godsfrovidence , di- 
eced and limited thereby as well as thoſe 
mien 'are moſt natural ana. necefary, T 
E 2 '. Re. 


+cannotbe, ſhaken, , x-Cor; 7. 29—31. Prov. . - 
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Reg, 22, 24, Iſa.ro. 5,6,7. AQ. 4,27,28, 
Some again begin with pleaſant _—_— 
and end 1n ſad ones. Others begin wi 
ſadneſs, and end with delight, The Lordy 
he pleaſeth ordering the affairs of men ſo, 
that ſometimes they have their good daye 
firſt, and afterwards ſorrow : ſometimes evil 
firſt, and after, deliverance , Luke'16. 2 


Job 42. 12. Joh. 21. 18. 4 T7 

Another thing to be remembred here, i 
That the Lord doth not by every one of thel 

4 wy ſignifie what 1s good or lawtull gy 
e done, butonly teach us, that not only tt 


good aQtions of men, bur their fins, not onl 
their ſerious eftions , but thoſe. which | 
moſt Ludicrons and vain, areall of them 


'. , Cer the decrees and over-zuling counſels 5 
God , direQting of them and their ſeaſons | 
It pleaſeth him, Matth. 10529, 30, Geng , 
5. & 50. 20. Fudg. 21,21,22, 23. de 

A time to be born, or t0 bear and , 
forth ] Called the hour .of a woman,” jo 
I6.,21, 

and a time to die] Called the 0 
wherein a man muſt depart, Joh, 13.1. 4 <, 
though the ſentence of death hath ſometil ; 
been revoked, Iſa. 38.1, 5. yetthe pre qr ; 
terminate timeffore-fixed in the purpoliſ} ; 


God was not altered.” 20 
V. 3. A time 0 kill] There is a p 


dence of Gad in the violent deaths of men, 
direQing ations either finfull or fortuitous, 
as it pleaſeth him, 2 Reg. x0. 30, compared 
with Hoſ.” 1, 4+ Exod. 21.13, 1 Reg, 22, 
34. Hoſ.'6,1."t Sam. 2.6. Jeb. 30.26. 

to beat down, and to bai/d] Jer. 1. 10. & 
18.9, & 31.28. 1a. 5.2,5. 

V.4. £4 time to weep | viz. From the 
Lord ; for he.ſpeaketh all along of the-pro- 
wdence of Gad, .in whoſe hand all our times 
both of ſorrow and of joy are, Pal, 80,5. 
Ruth x. 20, 27, 

and 4 time to lavgh | Pal, 126. 1,2, 
Gen, 21.6, 

to monrn | As in Funerals and publick 
calamities, Chap. 12, 5. 

to-dannce | i.e. greatly to rejoyce , and 


expreſs joy in the ontward behaviour, 3' Sam. 
6,14. At. 3, E. | 
5. Atime t9caft a, ſtones , aud 4 time 


to gather them together | Some by this, un- 
derſtand the ereCting of trophies over con- 
quered enemies, as Joſh. 8. 29, 2 Sam. 18, 
17, 18,' Zach. 9, 16. Others , the demo- 
liſhing or ere&ting of buildings , all ordered 
by Gods providence, Luke 13. 4. Judg. 9. 
53. Lam. 2.2, 5, 7, 8,9. & 4.3. Zach. 5. 
4. Mic. 1.6, 2 Reg..3, 25. Mar. 13.1,2, 

to embrace,and ro abſtainfrom embracing | 


I Cor. 7. 5+ 
E 3 V. 6: 


- V.6. to get} Prov. 10/6, + i 5 198 
20 caft away] Either out of neceſſity, ap 
þ Jon. 1.5. AR. 24.18,38. orout of charity; i 
Prov. 12. 24." Eccleſ/1z, 24; of out of ſpe= 
cial duty ta:God, Heb, 20; 445 Marthi 16; 
37-.38, 39. and 19, 29. ESL 
(| V.7. To rent } As-the-eufttome was in 
i mourning, Job, 2, 20. Joel'2 1.9. -!' .-— 
to ſpeak, to keep filenee } Accordivg to 
q! difference of ſeaſons , Prov. '26. 4,5. & 
25.11, Amos5, 13. | 
| V. 8. A time of yar ] 2 Sam. 11, Tt, /: 
| | Thus Solomon by an-InduRtion of divers 
WW . Particulars, and thoſe very various,/ard each fÞ 1 
Il; by way. of Antithefis with his comrary joyn- BY ;; 
| ed to him, ſome natural aRians ,' me civily i « 
ſore domeſtical, ſome vitions, : ſome-yertu- i , 
ous, ſome ſerious and ſolemn , others: hehe 14 
and ludicrous, ſome wiſe, ſome paffronate-i' MY 1, 
| by all theſe-he afſureth us, that there Bal þ 
=, holy and wiſe work of God in predefining,' fl 7 
| ordering , limiting , tempering , diſpoſing g 
of all theſe and the like affairs of men , and = 
ſo qualifying 4n the life of a man .ofe contrary i &g 
with another, and ballancivg proſperity and” {| 
adverſity by each other , that in every con- Þ 
dition a 200d man may find cauſe of prai-'F p 
' fing God, and of. truſting i-him , and of. Þ «6 
exerafing+this tranquility and contentment 
of mind, even in contrary conditions de-! 


i; cauſe 
Pan's 
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wore 
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cauſe the holythand of God is 1n the'one, | as 
| well as in the. other, Jab,.4. 21; Phil, 4. 
It, 13, 536: 14 
" V.9: Whae- profie- bt b-ht\fbatoworteth, 
* 4nthat wherein'he laboureth tiASGhap. 1:4. 
Match.”6; 27; ln vainis it for a man by any 
1 Þ anxious toyl to go about toeffe& anything 
-& according to his own will', if the coun'el 
” 8 andprovidenceof God be againſt it. yWheo 
| be builds, God may pull down,, or put. in 
-& ſome accidentand caſual event which ſhall 
divert, or undo all-; Yet he -doth'not -in» 
8 tend toreftrain men from needfull Labour in 
'& their Calliogs ; but from truſting in or build» 
'& ing on their Libours, and fretting if ſuch 
"BY fruits follow not thereuporas they: intended 
BN 2ndoexpeRt<d , but patiently. ro- ſubmit to 
the iholy Will of - God-, unto whom it be- 
longeth to diſpoſe of our-perſons , of our li- 
derties as it pleaſeth him. Whence obſetve, 
That carking and caring 15 indeed a Rrjvin 
with. the irreſfiſtable providence | of -G 
which no labour & ours can alter, or bend-to 
our wills, Iſa, 45.9. Jon. 4.1,8, 9, as on 
the other (ide , glorying of our own frength 
and wiſdome, 18a robbing him of his honour, 
Deur. 8. 17,18. Habak, 1.16, Labour 48 
ſubordinate unto providence, but muſt ne 
ver ſtrive with it, \. There is no. profit toany 
mm in his Laboar , without Gods bleſſibg, 
E 4 which 
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which therefor 
joyce in , without fruitleſs anxiety for the 
future. 
V, 10. F have ſeen the travel] Chap. r, 
13. men might be-apt to think when they 
ſee ſo many turns and changes'in the worle, 
that all things are carried by a blind and raſh 
diſorder , cafually and uncertainly, as it falls 
ont , Without any beauty or order in them, 
To this he anſwers', That it'is God who 
hath given unto-nmen this travel to exerciſe 
themſelves in various and contrary imploy- 
ments , paſſions, events, and that he doth, 
thongh we do not ſuddenly obſerve it, dire& 
them all unto a beautifull iſſue ; all theſe 
contraries work together for good , Rom. 8. 
23, Again , men might think on the other 
band , If man have indeed no profit of all 
his labour-, but when all is done, God alone 
orders the Event ,* then to what end ſhould 
he weary himſelf in ſo fraitleſs an_imploy- 
ment? To this alſo there is an anſiver in 
theſe words; God hath Piven to man his 
work , which he 1s to undertake in obedis 
ence to Gods command : and God doth n- 
ſaally diſpenſe his mercies unto us in the uſe 
of means , and by a bleſſing on our labours; 
Prov. 10. 4, 22. Joh. 21, 3, 6. AR. 27. 
.'22,31, And though Labour do not effe& 
what we expeQted from it, but Gods provi- 
dence 
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dence ſhould ( as ſometimes it doth) a& 
contrary to, or diverſly from our endeavours, 
yet this good there 1s 1n honeſt Labonr alone, 
and this End God hath io requiriog it of us, 
we are Exerciſed therein , and ſo kept from 
idleneſs, and the evil effets which would 
follow thereupon. Labour is not only a 
g EZ duty, but in this reſpe& beneficial , ( even 
8 when 1t miſcarrieth as to the principal end 
of aimedatin it) that the heart is thereby kept 
+8 in that ation and order wherein God did 
Þ | Originally ſet it , Gen. 3..17, 18, 19, 

, V. 11, He bath made every tbing beauti= 
aq fol in bis time , or inthe time and proper 
rel /[eaſ6n theresf.} This is a further commen- 
g. 8 dation of the wiſe-providence. of Gad in the 
| government of the world, and all.the events 
1 Thich happen in it, to the end that men 
ef may. with more quietneſs and contentment 
{| acqueſce therein, We might be apt to 
y- fiuwble and be offended at the ſeeming con- 
in fuſions which are in the world, and the 
ie great uncertainty of affairs therein, - Bur 
lie Dowſcever it ſeem ſo unto ns , who are not 
n-| adle to put together all the pieces of Gods 
iſe} Providence , nor to foreſee that frame and 
rs; | feature which. he will form them unto at the 
7: laſt, yet this 1s certain, that as in the w. rk 
-& | of Creation all things were very good, Gen. 
is | 1-317, $0 inthe work of Gubernation and 
E 5 Provi- 


ro * Annitationzen  Ciap-7, 


Providence, All things will at laftapppear to” 
be very beautiful , and thoſe things- which 
ſeemed bur as confufed heaps when they lay 
afunder,will when Gods whale work is donz,' 


(Ifa,'1o, 12.) and they are all put together, 
appear to have been full of order , 'and de- 
Corum : as beauty in the body ariſeth out of 
an equal temperament - of contraries toge- 
ther, and ſo in a curious piece of hanging 


various colours wiſely mixed,: make an ele- 


gant piece : andletters which in the Printers 
boxes ſeem all confaſed, and fignifie nothing: 
yer being ſet together by an exquiſite Copy, 
they afford us a learned andeJaborate work ; 
as ve ſee inthe Hiſtory of Joſeph and his 
brethren, of Davids troubles and Kingdom ; 
of Mordecai, Eſther , and Haman , of the 
Jews crucifying of Chriſt, &c. 

Again, God bath made every thing bean- 
tifall in its time ] As cold, and froſt, are as 
orderly , asneceffary, as uſefull in the win- 
ter, the ſeaſon for them, as fruits, and flow- 
ers, andother delights are in the ſiimmet, 
Sorrow and Affiition 1s in the ſeaſon of it at 
uſefull and reedfull for men, ard in its kind 
as beautifall , as mirth and joy in anothet 
ſeaſon, 1 Pet. 2.6, 7, Jam. 1. 2,3. & 5.7, 
1x, Eccleſ. 7.13, 14. Pf, 104.24. 

alſo he hath. ſet the wirld intheir hearts 
&c,] Theſe words are in this place very 
difficult, 


po 
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diffeult # and varionſly both rendred;, and 
underſtood, - Some tead them thus, Quam- 
din ſeculwms eff , as long as the world , ar 
woridly things continue , the Lotd doth put 
into the mind of man the work which God 
doth from the beginning tothe end, except= 
ing only that which man cannot find out, or 
attain unto ; and ſo the ſenſe to be, That God 
8 hath inthe book of the-(yorld, and of his pro- 
'& vidence in the Government of all-things 
| therein , ſo legidly repreſented to the mind 
of man his righteous and beautifull ordering 
| of them all , that man may if he ſet himſelf 
'F adontit, eaſily diſcover Gods wonderfull 
wiſdom therein, as AR, 14.17. Rom. 2. 
8 179, 20. onely indeed ſome things are'un- 
MK fſeatchable to hamane reaſdn, which hetis to 
admire and adore, waiting till the time of the - 
- gevelation of Gods righteous Judgements for 
Y thefull and diſtin underſtanding of them, 
-K Rom. 11. 33, 34. Job. 9; 10.& 11, 9,89. 
Others, by putting the world in mens hears, 
\F rnderſtand according to-ove of the vſual ac- 
tf ceptions of the word, ED91y, a defire im- 
I planted in man of eternity and perpetuity, - 
t 
z 


and ſo the ſenſe to be , That. »Ibeit 'God 
- doth make every thing good and beautifull, 
et the heart of man 1s ſo fet'ppon immorea- 

- lity , that he cannot provide amonig{t any bf 
'Gods works here which haye a beginning 


and 


206 
and anend , or are meaſured by tyme , at) 


two reafons ; 


- Ciſed in the ſore travel belonging unto them, 
that. they do not naturally look up to the 


© Annotations 06- Cap 
thing wherein his heart may fully and finally 
reſt, | 

Bat that which ſeems moſt agreeable to 
the ſcope of the place , and grammar of the 
words, is this; God hath indeed made eve- 
ry thing beautifull in his time, and there-: 
upoa men ought with quiet and cheerful 
hearts to obſerve Gods providence in all 
things, and therein to reſt , withont anxiety 
or diſcruciating care : but man cannot find 
out the work of God , nor obſerve the beau- 
ty thereof ſo exatly as he ſhonld , which is 
the reaſon that he doth not ſo patiently a- 
quieſce therein, Of this defeR he giveth 


1, That they have the- world in their 
hearts,they areſo taken up with the thoughts 
and cares of worldly things, and are ſo exer- 


wiſe and holy diſpoſition of God , ſo as to 
reſt therein. This duty is the remedy of ſuch 
cares, Matth, 6. 26, 30, 32. and ſuch cares 
a$ are the hindrance of this duty, 

2, They cannot find ont the work which 
G:d doth from the beginning tothe end] Man 
being of ſhort continuance doth not many 


times live t9 obſerve a full point in the 


works of God,, Titeir beginning maybe in 
one 


"Cap.3J. tbe of K aſtes. 107 
one age , and their end in another, That 
part which I ſee in my dayes , may appear to 
me Full of diſorder and confuſion , as heaps 
of ſtone and lime , and other proviſions to= 
wards a goodly building : whereas if I did 


live toſee the end of God in ſuch works, # 


would appear , that in their time , or matu- 
rity they would be full of beauty : that fruit 
which is moſt ſweet and delicate in'its ſea- 
ſon, is ſour and udopleaſant while it is yet 
ercen, It 1s the End of Gods work which 
ſets forth its beauty. Works of Providence, 
as works of Creation, may begin in a Chaos, 
and ſeem without form and void, Gen. 1. 2. 
but they end in admirable order and beauty, 
Chap. 8. 17. Pal. 37. 37, 38. Jam. 5.11, 
Hab. 2.3, So here is the doctrine of the 
excellent beauty which is in Gods Provi- 
dence. The reaſon why man is not thereby 
perſwaded unto contentment and patience 
mn all eſtates , namely , his natural impo=- 
tency toobſerve the ſame. The grounds of 
that Impotency ,. 1. His worldly-minded- 
neſs. 2. His ſhort continuance 3; yet he 
ought by faith, and by the evidence of Gads 
dealings in other ages, to re&ifie this de= 
fe&, and upon that ground to. build his 
cheerfull enjoyment of bleſſing whale Gad 
beſtows them upon him. So it follows, - -- 
V. 12, ] know that there js no good in them: 
. 


I©8 Anndtations on © "Cap. wu 
but for, &c.] I know by my tryal and expe- 
rience , that there 1s no good in or for them, 
#. e. for men ; but only with contentment 
of heart to rejoyce in Gods bleſſings, and 
to' do good in bis life, i.e, to live in the 
fear of God; as Chap, 2.24, 25. or todo 
Pood unto thetnfelves in a liberal enjoyment 
of their life and labours , as Pal. 49. 18, or 
to do good to others in the time of their joy, 
25Nech. 8,10, 12, 

V.13. And alſo that tvery man ſhonld 
eat, &c. ] Here ate the parts of this con- 

- tentment , to eat, drink, enjoy our labours, 
and to rejoyce im them, Whereby is meant 
not'a gluttonons , luxurious, and intempe- 
rate uſe of theſe things, as they, 1 Cor. 15. 
32.' Matth. 44. 49. but a free and commfor- 
table uſe , withont anxions thoughts for the 
future, moderated by the fear of God, as be- 
fore, Chap. 2. 24. 

" V. 14. 1 know that whatſorver God doth 
it ſhall be for ever, &e. J Here from the un- 
<hangeadleneſs' of Gods providence , the 
*permanent and jrrecoverable courſe of his. 
'connſels , the Abſolute perfe&tion of his 
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works , wherein there is nothing defe&ive, | © 
Which requires addition,nothing ſaperfluous, | t 
"et to be taken from thetn'z he doth further t 
teach: ns'with willingneſ#and contentment | c 
w ſubmit to God ,* whoſe Counſels' we are |} © 


not 


hap.3- , the Book of Ecclehaſtes, 109 
e by all our o toalter or difanul, 
4b be for ever | The works themſelves 
Bl alcer and vaniſh, BREE Counſel of 
God is conſtant and immutable, and he doth 
in a table and fixed way fliſpoſe of all things 
to holy ends, beyond the power of any 
Creature, either to alcer or evade it, Mal. 
3. 6. His decrees are-like chariots, pro 
ceeding out of mountains of braſs to:note fir- 
mitude and immutability, Zach.6.2,2. which 
no power can ſhake or remove, Iſa. 38. 40, 
Job 38. 31——35. & 40.8. & 42.2, Job 
9. 12. Iſa. 14.27. & 46,10, 
ant God doth it , that men ſhould fear be= 
fore bims] Godsdecrees and immutable pro- 
vidence ſhould not drive us either into de- 
ſpair and a wilfull negle& of all means,in the 
uſe whereof God expecteth that we ſhould 
wait upon him , andin which as in the way 
of his providence , he uſeth to work good 
for his people z nor da they allow us to lean 
OA. Our own Waſdome, and to deifie our own 
councels , or burn incenſe to our own nets g 
but by them we are taught , in confidera» 
tion of the Soveraignty, power, and wiſdom 
of God in all things , totand in awe of him, 
to ſabmit unto him, in bleſſings to be 
thankfull , in ſufferings to be patient , be» 
cauſe Rill it is the Lord that decrees, ardersy 
diſpoſeth*and over-ruleth all, Job 1, 21. 2 
Sam, 


Sam. 3.18, 2 Sam.15.25,26.-Pſal.37. $4. 
V. 15. That which bath been, i now, 48d 
that which is ow. c.] Chap, 1.9, This is 
an explication of Whhe was laſt ſaid , V. 14. 
to ſhew how what God doth,is for ever ; The 
things themſelves paſs , and others ſucceed 
in their places, bat this ſeries of things is 
carried on regularly and uniformly by a ſtand- 
109 Law and fixed decree, appointing a 
perpetaal and proportionable Succeſſion of 
things one after another, as it hath been 
fromthe beginning, Gen. 8, 22. Fer. 31.35, 
36.. Job 38.10, 33. 
and God requiretth that which is paſt.) 
That which time thruſteth forward , and ſo 
maketh to be paſt, God reſtores and brings 
it back again. And this is alſo an excetfent 
argument of conteniment in our eftate, be it 
what_it will ; 2, Becanſe God dealeth not 
in a irange and unuſnal manner withus , 0- 
therwiſe then with others befare us ; that Y «} 
which now is our Caſe, hath been the. caſe jc 
of other good men , and will be the caſe of B þ 
ethers when we are gone, 1 Cor..10, 13. »þ 
A humame Temptation there , is that which Y 8, 
God doth uſually exerciſe men withall , a8 Þ je 
elſewhere the rod of a man, 2 Sam. 7.14. y 
3, Becauſe God: tempereth our lives, and  « 
doth not keep us alwayes in ohne. and the Þ © 
ſame eftate, In trouble he bringeth back 
an 
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and refloreth comfort to thoſe that wait on 
on him, Pſal. 126. 1, 4. asto Job, Chap. 
42+ 32, In abundance , he can ſhake our 
mountain which we thouglt immovable, and 
bring back our ſorrows again, Pal. 30. 6, 7. 
ſo that in both reſpeAs we onght to carry an 
awfull , reverend, and humble heart towards 
God in all conditions, quietly referring ous 
ſelyes in every eftate unto his Fatherly diſ- 
poſal, who beſt knoweth what is good for us, 

V.16, And moreover 1 ſaw under the 
Sun the place of Fudgement, &c.) I fan an- 
other Vanity under the Sun, Having for- 
merly ſhewed the vanity of knowledge, and 
of pleaſures, and of bumane Labours, .in re+ 
gard of the internal anxiety & travel of mind 
that doth accompany them , and of the, ex- 
ternal changes os are ſubjeR unto, and 
manifold miſcarriages and Sfappointments 
which are incident unto them, together with 
the remedy hereof, a free and cheerfull en- 


8 joyment of Gods bleſſings with piety towards 


him for the preſent ; and a comfortable de- 
pendance on his holy providence , . with 
godly fear for the future ; upon a viſible ob- 
jeAion which might be made againſt the pro- 
vidence of God , ( which he had ſo much 
comMended )- with which Temptation ma- 
ny good,men have been ſhaken , to wit, the 
proſperous impiety and oppreſſions of mo 
| e 
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ked men, and the fad condition of the ins” 


nocent- and oppreſſed , Job 21. 3.—13, 


Pfal,-7. 2;—-5. Jer. 12.7. Habak, 1.13, 


1.4. he proceedeth to vindicate-the doRtrine 
of providence, and to ſhew the vanity- of 
men in-honour and'great place withont the 
| Fear of God: ( for all the vanities in this 
book are till to be underRood in that ſenſe, 
the fear of God beingthe remedy of it, and 
that which maketh all other outward good 
things ſweet and comfortable to us, ) The 
oreateft honour without a holy aſe of 1t, is {0 
- far from makiog a man happy,that it is an 0c» 
cafion of much wickedneſs amongſt men,one 
—— devil and wolf wito another, 
maligno other tiſe of poxer,then lyon 
pr dexrs'do , to miſchief others by. » This 
wickedneſs 1s aggravated, in thatit was com- 
mitted under the pretence of Gods Ocdi- 
nance » Magiſtracy and Courts of Jaſtice 
were erected by Gods appointment to be 
Sanftuaries and places of refuge for wronged 
Innocency to repair unto for ſuccour and 're- 
hef: now then, for thoſe who were ordained 
to comfort and help poor and oppreſſed per- 
ſons, to be themſelves through bribery, par- 
tiality, and injuſtice, the greateſt opprefors, 
and that with fo high a-hand ,” as to make the 
yerytribunals of judgement, to be ſlaughter- 
bonſes \, and ſhops of cruelty , This was 4 
* oreat 
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at vanity amongſt men, anda preat Tem- 
nc ger” Are a Poor mans comforrdbly 
m_ on the providence of Godt is in dan- 
gertobe —_ OS Tn 
' "We hete note; ' 1, That power withoit 
Piety, 1s very apt to degenerate into cruelty 
and oppreflion, It is an unweildy-and a 
wilfull thing , that wants mach ballance of 
humility and felf-denyal to temper andallay. 


it, Ta. 1,3r,22, 23: & 10, T3, 14}, Jer; 


22.14;17, Mic.3.9,19,11, Habakc3.13,14- 
Ezek. 22, 25, | 
2, That it is the height of impiety , to 
fetch power and advantage from any ordi- 
nance of God , to commit it, Iſa. 5.20. T. 
Sam; 2.7. Jer. 23. 25, 39. Jer. 14. 14, 
I5. 1Reg. 22.11, 12,24. Joh. 19: 10, 
Ifa.'36.10, Mal. 2.8, - *- Scan 
3, That wickedneſs is many times profly” 
agoravated by the circumſtance of place 
where it is committed , Hoſ. 6. 8. Ezek. $.. 
' 6,9,17. Iſa. 27.10, Mal. 2, 7, Matth, 21, 
I2,13. | 
and the place of righteouſneſs, that iniqui-' 
ty was there} This 1s the ſame thing repeat- 
ed, as the uſe of that tongue , and of the 
Scripture is, whereby may be ſignified, How 
uſual a thing it was in places of Judgement, 
here and there , one as well as another, to 
find this corruption, Jer. 5.5. Ifa.5.7. 
V.17. 


C) 


_V.17..1. ſaid in wy bears , God ſhall © 
judge the rightrons and the wicked, &c, This 
is the cenſure. Solomon paſſeth upon this 
vanity , that though power do oppreſs, and 
the poor be..opprefſed ,-yet- this ought not 
to diſcourage good men. from. contented: 
waiting on the providence of God , norto 
encourage or embolden wicked men in their 
wayes of tyranny or opprefſion , becauſe the 
Lord will in due time review all again , and, 
paſs: a righteous judgement. upon, the one. 
and the other. Hen, 
' 41 ſaid in mine bear: | I comforted my 

heart againſt this vanity by the confideration 
of the righteous Judgement of God. 

' God will judge the righteon; ] By a ſen- 
tence of abſolution, | ; 

* and the wicked ] By a fentence of. con- 
demnation, 

for there is a time there ] ( 5.e.) With 
God, in the judgement to come. The ante- 
cedent is to be underſtood in the relative, as 
Num. 7. 89. Him, for, God, Efth. 9. 25. 
She, for Eſther, Pal. 114, 2. His SanRaa- 
ry, for, Gods Sanftuacy, Job 1.21, naked 
ſhall 1 retarn thither ; namely to the earth, 
Here we ſec, 1. That faith can look on 

the pride and power of wicked men as a ve- 
ry vain thing , even when tney-are in the 
height of their greatneſs, Job. 5, 3. Pſal, 92, 
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7, & 39.5, 37. & 10. 20. & 35. 36. Hab- 
bak, 2.7. Luk, 12. 20, | | 

2. That it '1$ 'matter- of comfort to men 
oppreſſed , that the: Lord will judge” their 
cauſe over again, and right them againſt 
their oppreflours. Therefore they ought 
patiently to wait on him , and to-expeRt 
what iſſue he will give them- out of their 


. troubles, Ecclef. 5.-3. Jam! 5.7. Pal: 7.6, 


7, 3,9, 11. & 9. 4, 9. ; 

3. There is a prefixed time beyond which 
God will no longer ſuffer innoceney to be 
oppreſſed , nor tyranny to prevail ,-and we 
are patiently to wait'for Gods time, who 
will certainly come when wicked mer} have 
filled up their meaſiire, AR, 17.31, Jam.5. 
7, 8. Job; 21. 30. Pſal. 37, 13. Habbak. 2, 
3. Zach. 5, 5 —7. 

- V.18. 7 ſaid in my heart concerning 
the reflate of the ſons of men] The order, 
conditron, manner of men ,- or'concerning 
men themſelves, as P{4}, 110.) 4."Eccleſ. 8, 
2, or eoncerning the degrees of men ,- ſupe-" 


xtiours and inferwnrs; © 


That God might wanifeft thew] 1 law 
that man being in power, did not, could net 
rightly. confider his own -frail- eonditiony 
and therefore that God muſt manifeſt them, 
4trhis righteous judgement , or by his wotd 
unto themſtives, and-makethem know their 

| own 
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to outward” reſpe&ts ,, but as [the beaſts that 
-periſb, Pl. 49.20... as-Pſal. 82. 6, 7. ye 
.are Gods by office,bug ye ſhall-die like meaz 
ſo. here, men by reaſon, by power, by Þignts 
3 But ye ſhall die like beaſts, Others 
That they might clear , or- purge God 
when/he judgeth them, and ſhall make then 
ſee that they lived like beaſts , Pal. 5.1. 4, 
Others , that God indeed hath choſen and 
advanced them -to dignity. , but. by; what is 
- ſeen, and doth outwardly appear of them, 
they-are by. their cruelty and injuftice, no 
better then beaſts ; as Mic. 3. 3. Zeph. 3.3. 
- - That they themſelves are Beaſts] Heb. ad 
Reafe.'Or that theſe are as a Beaſt to-thoſe,or 
as abeaſt to ove another the ſingular.pumber 
1s put colleQively , they a the part of all 
kind. of. hurtful beaſts one towardsanother : 
ſo Clxiſt called Herod a fox, Luk.13.32.and 
the, hypocritical Jews, vipers. Luk.3.7. See 
Pſal.22,12,16:& 10, & 57.4, 2 T11:4,17. 
PC.80,1 3+ Ezek.22.27. Jer.5.6. Plal.68,30. 
Amos 4.1. Mat.7.6.2 Pet.2.22.Ezek.-2.6. 
Some render theſe. words 132- NT by 
_ thence; infer , that Solomon , ſpeaketh 
'here'acconding to the judgment of:carnal and 
corupt teafon,and under a Proſopopearia,doth 
deliver the: judgment'of. Atheris, and Epi- 


3 Bhs 


DIR by Secnndums rationens bumanan ; 


Cures, 


own natural-yileneſs, and. that they,are., as * 
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cutes,touching the mortality of the Soul,and, 
the total parity of condition between-men 8c 
bealtsiniregard of mortality, who:thence al-, 
low themſelves in all kinds of violence, op= 
preſſion and luxury. ; and ſo they-underſiand 
all that-follows to the end of this Chapter, ta, 
be ſpoken as in the perſon of an Epicure and 
Atheiſt : The ſame: events, happen. to- man 
and beaſt, their:end the.ſame , their ariginal 
and matter the-dame, their ſenſes,breath, no- 
tions the ſame, their ſoul alike earthly , for 
who knows that mans ; goes; upward? more 
then a beafis, and therefore it is equal, that 
they ſhould live ſenſually , without- fear or 
care for the future, as beaſtgglo, 

But ithe:neceſfity of ſuch a ſenſe dothinot 
appear ,. fince the. wiſe mans. purpoſe, here 
ſeemeth 'te be no ather but to hamble- the 
bigheft of men , as.in-the former words, by 
conſfideratian of GodsJadgement over themz 
ſo in-theſe to the 21. verſe, by the conſide+ 
ration” of +theuown mortal nd earthly. con- 


dition',; wherein:as to-many. paiticulargthey 


agree with the byute-beaRts : for: he ſpeaks 
not here of mans immorial or heayealy, Con- 


dition ;, but thronghoht this Book the Scope 


15 to ſhew the vamty of earthly.things,and of 
humane a@ions in.ocder unto -things *under 
the Sun.y which vanityii2by-no meahsto:be 
remedied, but only by chefear of God;; The 
| | vanity 


% 
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vanity of all the honours and labours of this 
life , he here diſcovereth by the equal con- 
dition in mere outward reſpeAs between 
men and beaſts, 

V.19. For that which befalteth the ſon: 
of men, befalleth beaſts, even one thing befal- 
teth thew | For as for the Event of the ſong 
of men , and for the Event of beaſts, onef} 4 
Eventis to them both, Pſal.49.10. Þ 2: 

as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other] Or, a;Þ f: 
is the death of the one , ſo0is the death of thi n 
«thier, Chap.2.15,16, ſa 

they bave all one breath | They draw inf re 
and-out the ſame air ; by the ſame kind offf 3. 
vital organs , mans breath is in his noſtrils} bc 
as the breath'of beafts , Iſa. 2,22, Job 27 cc 
3,4: Gen. 2.7, He ſpeaks not of the ſoul w: 
of man , but of Animal and vital breath} bc 
which is common to both, Ezek.37.5.10, Soff J: 
we read 'of the common proviſions which 
God makes in regard of this life , for beaſts} t4. 
birds, fiſhes, and men, and the common fateſſ| »- 
Which attends them all, Pal. 204. 11, 12, 10 
T4, 15, 21, 23, 27-30. _ 

ſo that 4 man hath no preheminence aboutl be: 

4 braff] Tn outward reſpeRs,without piety tof Th 
raiſe him above a mere corporal and ſenſualf 7. 
-nſe of them: nay in many outward thingy of 
beaſts have the preheminence , ſome mc 
ſtrength , gthers more agility ; ſome' more} 9! 1 
Y exquiſite 
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exquiſite ſenſes , others longer life , moſt 
more healthy, more bardy , able to work 
more , able to bear and endure more , then 
Man. 
n for all is vanity] All equally vain and 
{= | mortal. YT SY, 
"; V, 20., A// go into one place, all are of the 
efl duſt , and all return to duff again] As they 
| agree in one vital principle, ſo are they 
4 ſubje to one Law of mortality, their origi- 
bi nal , in regard of bodily conſtitution , the 
ſxme , and by diffolation their condition in 
ing reg2rd of bodies the fame , Gen, 3. 19. Jop 
off 34.15. Pſal. 22. 16. We muſt Rill remem- 
ls.& ber , that he ſpeaketh of mans mere natural 
7. condition, as he 1s ander the San. Other- 
oulfÞ} wiſe, in regard of mans future condition, his 
th body is again to be raiſed , and brought to 
S0 Judgement. | 
ich}  V. 21. ho knozeth the ſpirit of man ; 
that goeth upward , and the ſpirit of the beaſt 
ateſl »hich goerh downward io the eartht | Itis trac 
I 24 indeed there is a future happineſs belonging 
unto men who have immortal ſouls , which 
09h deaſts have no right unto, nor are capable of; 
yto The ſoul of the one goes'upward, Chap, 12, 
ſyall 7+ Luk. 18.22. At.7. 59. whereas the.ſouls 
neg of beaſts periſh, But no man can by ſenſs 
\orefl diſcern the aſcent of the one, or the deſcent 
re] ©f the other; and Solomon ſpeaks not of mans 
fits F fature 
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fature celeſtial happineſs in this Book, butg | 
tie vanity of all oatward things, without tras 
piety, to ſatisfie the heart of man while he () 
under the Sun, As for: the other celeſtial 
. "happineſs, it cannot be diſcerned by a na- 
cural diſquiſition, but is revealed in the word 
unto a few, 1 Cor,2.9—11, o 
V. 22. #herefore 1 perceive that therei ul 
nothing better, then that a man ſhould rejoxeſh 
in bis own works | He repeats his former col 1 
clufion, Chap. 2,23. & 3.13. from theſe ſj C 
nities, fince there 1s ſo little difference uh <q 
"outward things between a man and a bealt mi 
therefore to remedy this vanity , he 1s 10 the Jig 


fearof God, while he liveth, to enjoy witli an 
cheerfulneſs an dcontentment his own lil to 
bours , for that only which he ſo doth enjoy rit 
is his ova portion;and not to trouble himſelf ly 
with thoughts or cares for the future , final Ot 
being gone, he hath no more ſhare an then ark 
nor. knowledge of them. Y- the 
_. for mbo /f all bring him to ſee what ſhall i 8. 
after bim ? / If he hoard them up for others var 
and uſe them not himſelf, what 2000 will Il itt 
bave. of them when he is _ Who calf} ye: 
foretell him what uſe ſhall be made of them} my 
what good ſhall be done with them ,; there Ve 


fore [et him, take comfort of them himſelfbe- 
fore he die, Chap, 5.18, 


CHAP.IV 


CHAD. 1Y, 


Aving ſhewed the vanity of oppreſſion, 

and injuftice in thoſe who are in place 
of power and judgement, who carry them- 
;K ſelves like beifts to- their brethren; and 
| muſt themſelves die like beaſts, un-defired, 
un-lamented, He ſheweth further 1in this 
Chapter diyers other vanities, Which. are 
conſequents upon oppreſſion, and miſgovern=- 
ment”; both in perſons oppreſſed , whoſe 
life is a wearineſs to them, Verſe 1,2, 3. 
and in other men ; who thereby. are ſubject 
to be envied for their induficy and proſpe- 
rity , Verſe 4. and thereupon ſome foolith- 
ly give over all imployments, Verſe 5,6. 
Others ſcrape together what they can get, 
and live privately alone , out of the eye: of 
-the world, and from being obſerved; Verſe 
of} 8.-andithereupon he returneth- to ſheiv: the 
1 vanity even of. the greateſt power , when 
v8 it thas oppreſſeth the people; Ver, x 3; 14. 
cal} yea , the moſt regular power , througk-the 
my mutability. of the affeRtions. of the people, 
rfl Verſe 153 16, 


- Verſes; 
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Verſ. 1, QO 7 returned , and conſidered 
the opprefſſions, &c, | Returnel 
and conſidered, ( i. e. ) confidered againz 
the verb is'put for the adverd., as is uſual i 
Scripture, in verbs which fignifie repeats 
ine, or iterating of an ation ; as Gen, 2Fi 
r. Abraham added and took a wite', (3. e) 
took another wife , or-married again, Pal 
206.:13, They made haſte and forg 
( 3. e.) They ſoon forgat : Hoſ. 9.9. T 
were profourd , and corrppted themſelve 
(3. e. ) They deeply corrupted themſelves 
Solfa,64.4, Gen. 26.18, Rom, 10; 20 
Pal, 6, 10.. He had conſidered violent 
add injuſtice in the ſeat of judgement , bl 
fors Chap. 3. 16, and hid ſhewed the vii 
nity of that , and yet notwithſtanding th 
a'200d man ſhould endeavour to rejoyce ll 
his 1abours. Bat when he'looks on it agamle* 
he finds inftead of rejoycing , nothing b 
the tears of dpprefſed men,” without ſirens 
w themſelves, without -comfort 'from ol 
thers, which muſt needs render-Their lin 
very grievous and irkſome to thetn. 
«//th4oppreſſon;}] It importeth,cither vid 
lent, or fggudulent detaining of mens 2060 
or right them , Jer. 22. 3. Luk. 8 
14. and 19, 8, 1 Theſf, 4, 6, Jerem, 5? 
26z 27» 9. 
4 


and bebokd the tears of ſuch as were-op- 
preſſed ] The greatneſs of this evil is ſet 
torth,, 1, By the grief of ſuch poor appreſ- 
ſed perſons , it ſqueezed forth tears out of 
theit eyes , Lam, 1, 2. | 2, By their help- 
leſneſs, they bad no comforter ; It 1s ſ0832 
eaſe of a. man in ſorrow , to ſee others pity 
him, and a great aggravation of miſery to ve 
without a comforter , when a,mans adver- 
ſaries are. ſo. powerfull , ſor malicious. and 
cruel, that others are affraid.,,. $0 much as to 
pity him , Job.- 65,24, 15. and 19. 21, 
3. By their.impotency to eſcape from the 
band of their oppreflours, , So much is.ims» 
plyed. in the next wards , which way eyes 
Mvc read them , whether (0.,, as.t6 repeat the 
Wnegacive of the former clauſe with the. later, 
bich is uſual, Pſal,.x, 5. Job 30,20, 25, 
W& 31. 20. thus, 4nd no power from: the 
nd of their oppreſſours , namely, z0:eſcape 
row thew. They have na, power but-to 
<p, none to help themſelves, .Or elſe, 
$5 ve read it, On the fide of their epprefſors 
here is pomer , ſo much as ts keep- others from 
omforting them. So the word band, is ſome- 
Fines rendred by the word fde., Pal, 140, 
M86. Pcov. 8. 3. Thedoubling of that clauſe, 
otes the ſadneſs of their condition. as 
Job calls once and again for pity 5 Job 


19,21, 
F 3 V. 2. 
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- 224 ' " Anmtations on 
V.2 #kerefore [ praiſed the dead whit 
are atreatly dead, &c.\ 1 ettecmed the dead 
more 'happy, The dead pbich are already 
dead s this 15 emphatical z ons mortality, 
makes us, aSit were, dead while we live; 
1ch more our Jufts, Matth. 8. 22. Eph, 
2,1, I Tim.5.6. Rev. 3.1. Prov.9.18, 


| Ss 


Thexe are dead men that are yer living, and 


d2ad men rhat are already dead. Men are 
id ro be deadlikewife that are in any de- 
ſperate condition 3 under any invincible ca. 
lamiry , vs Jews in Babylon, Iſa. 26, 19, 
."Ezek. 37. 11, 12,13. x Cor. 15. 3x, 

Tor. 1,9, 10. Oppreflion is, in the Scrip- 
tare accoant, a killing, a devouring of pog 
men, cating them np, gnawing their bonch 
'Hab. r.13. Pfal. 10. 8 Io. & 14,4 
Zeph.'3: 3. Ezek. 22,27, Mic. 3, 2.4 
Pfal.8. 3,4, 5, The emphaſis then of thi 
place is this , I eſteemed thoſe more happ 
whoare already quite dead , then thoſe wh 
do'thus coptinbally die , and [anguiſh awl 
tinderthe trielefes of their opp:effors. Thi 
may ſeem to be Tpoken after the judgement 
of the fleſh;, becauſe grievous miſeries and 
oppreſfſions 'make men weary of their life, 
and chuſe rather to die, Death is a haval 
ro Cich a foul after ſhipwrack , Job. 3.13: 
T6, Jon. 4. 3: I Reg. 19.4. And indeg 
life. bing the greatelt of mere outward ble 
(10%, 
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fings, and that whereunto all the reſt are 
ordered ; Matth. 6. 25. it can hard!y be 
either rationally or pionſly undervalued, be - 
cauſe of the evils which cruſh and lie heavy 
on it, or the contrary thereunto defired, {ave 
oply in order 'to the. eſcaping -evils which 
are worſe then death, and to obtaining ot 
00d things which are better then life, In 
which ſenſe the Apoſtle defired to depart, 
that he might be with Chriſt , Phil. 1. 22. 
Therefore he here ſpeaketh accordivg to the 
judgement of men under opprethion , and 
who lie g:oaning and ghing amidſt many 
miſeries , whoſe reaſon - is darkned by the 
weight of their ſorrows ; for oppretſion, 
in this ſenſe, makes even a wiſe man mad, 
Chap, 7.7. 
wore then the living nho are yet alive] By 
the living who are yet alive, he ſeems to 
mean thoſe poor men, who languiſh and pine 
away ander their opprefſions, of whom we 
can ſay only, as we do of a man ready to die, 
He is yet alive, his breath is not quite gone, 
he doth live, and that is all ; as Luk, 10. 30. 
| He doth not ſimply prefer death before life ; 
but the eaſe and quietneſs of death,beforethe 
miſeries and ſufferings of a dying life, Job.3. 
17.18, 19, 
_ -V.3. Teagbetter is be then both they,&c.] 
He ſpeaketh only according to the judgment 
| "4 of 


126 Annotatront en *' Caps 
of ſenſe, and with relation to the greatneſy* 
of outward miſcries , which he , whois yet; 
unborn , bath not ſeen in others, or felt us. 
himſelf, Job..3. 10. & 10.18, 19. ; 

feen the evil] To ſee gocd is to enjoy ity 
Chap, 2. 24. To ſee evil is to have experi» 
ence of it, and to ſuffer it , in wick ſenſe 
the Serpent told Eve , that her eyes ſhould 
be opened to know good by the lols, and evil 
by the davger of it,Gen 3.5. ard this kind of 
not” being, or not having been born , though 
it cannot reaſonably or piouſly be preferred. 
| before a. ſorrowfull life , which w4ll conſiſt 
with the ſear of God, yet it may , before a 
curſed condition , which finks a man under 
the wrath of God, Matth. 26. 24. \ 
Here then we may obſerve , 1, The fad; 
canditzon of men hay A the. power of oppreſ- 
 ſax$, when they have not ſo muck abate-/ 
ment of their Miſery as to be pitied. 2, The; 
cruelty.of powerfull opprefſors, which des 
terrs Qthers from compaſiionating thoſe: 
whom. they oppreſs. 3..: The dangerous: 
temptation; wihuch opprefion expoſertb men! 
unto , even to be weary of lite, as we ſee in 
the caſe of Job, Jonah, Eliah, and others, 
4. The inconvenience in caſes of difficalty,- 
which relate any way to conſcience, tocon-! 
ſult with carnal zeaſon, which mill eaſily lead 
us- into extreams. | | 
V. 4. 
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V. 4 ain , | conſidered all trauel and 
every EL] Here - he. proceedeth: to 
another vanity”, arifing out of the former of 
opprefſion and miſgovernment, under which 
men” nſually are diſcouraged from all inge- 
nious and ufefull.undertakings , from. , all 
noble enterprizes of any ſort,by reaſon of the 
enyy and danger, which, . partly thropgh;the 
jealonſies of fuperiours,. partly, through the 
malignancy and evil eye-of equals, or; ines 
riours , they are by theis emmency:and in7 
duſtry expored unto. By. every right Wark 5 
we are to underfiand not$o,mach wozks.don 


in. integrity: towards God., as; the inge 
and -accurate works of /humare. Ee Jak 
by the wiſdom and praRtick, cunning of, Ar- 
tificers 17 any kind; fuch as the wy 

Bezaleel, Exod, 31. 3,4.and Hyams IReg,. | 
7. 14+ TH e179 
\ that for this 4 mani is wie of bicmneighe 
hour } That the; more;he deſerves for. his i- 
daſfiry , -and-ingeniouſneſs of invention, ..the 
mere: he is expoſed to. envie and, danger. : 
envie being: l}ke thoſe moths and cankezs 
which ufually feed. on the che UTI 
as we ſee in; many examples j Gen. 4-5,. 
Numb. 3-1. 27——29. 1 $30. LS; F. 
Gen; 26, 1214, &, 37, 8, [1;S3J)- 1,7 
28, Dan; 6, 3, 4, &c. And this 1s a gregt 
vanity and-difappointment , when that from 
; ; F 5 '. © waerice 
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whence a man” might have- expeRed' credi | þ 
and'thavks from the world , ſhall procurt 
him 'Eitred ard danger, and mult” needilffl © 
therenpon be a great diſquieting of heart; © 
and diſcouragement againtt o fruitleſs en © 
deavours ," Prov. 37. 4. Pfal, 73. 1% - 
13." 4 
"'V-5, The fool foldeth kis bands together, { 
ani taterb'bis own fleſb ) This is one fruit " 
of this danger and envie , taken tip by fool} P 
iſh and Qoxthfoll men , they refuſe to take 7 
atos , and rather -chuſe to be poor then tg ſc 
Le ehvied” ' Here is the charaRter of an idleff © 
ton, T:'He is a fool ; to make foab- th 
ſut>anitiference ,- that for fear of envie an - 


trouble , will notonly negle&t duty, but an 
do himſelf.- 2. He fo/deth bis bands ; putt Ir 
bimfelf-into a pefture of id[eneſs, compoſ 
himſelf to do nothing. Labour requireth tl 
Aretching forth of the hands, Prov, 31. 198 © 
Lazinefſs wraps -them-up in one -another 
-Prov. 6.9,10. & 26. 14, & 19.24: 3. Ht | 
ceateth bis can fleſh ; brmgeth himfelf to 5 
*rreme poverty , contratteth weakneſs in hi 
"body, enfeebleth his mind, waſteth his tc 
conſumeth his family , bringeth the curſe 


beggrry vpn himſelf andhis. ' For as the diff "© 
-Jizent hard maketh rich; Prov.1 3.17. So tt ra 
- Mack hand makerh poor, -Prov. 10. 4. Ka 


j 
j 


thinks it a part of wiſdam to ſpare his pai 
: | an 


"Fe Bo of Ecclehiattes, Ing 
and ft quiet ; and becanſe he cannot attain 

ſo much dexterity and skill as a. other man, 
therefore enviouſly to fit down and gaaw his- 
own fleſh, either with hunger or indignati- 
on, Prov, 26. 16, Whereas indeed he isa 
fool, (3. e.) 1. A wicked man, in negleing 
the duty of labour, which he oweth to him- 
ſelf, to his family, to his generation, and 
whereunto dy the ordjnance of God he is ap- 
pointed, Gen. 3. 19. Tit. 3. 14. 1 Theſl. 3; 
10,11, 2, An abſurd man, to reaſon him- 
ſelf into contempt and begg2ry, and to be 
cruel to himſelf, becauſe he is fretted at 0- 
ther men, Prov. 11.17, Pſ.27.. 2. For as 
he had before touched the vanity which art- 
ſeth from others, ſo here that which ariſeth 
from a. mans own ſelf. 

V.6. Better is an bandful rity quietze/r, 
than both the band: fall with trouble and vex- 
ation of ſpirit | This may be here taken, ,, 
either as Da oivn words, and then to 
import a ſeaſonable remedy againſt the evils, 
here ſpoken of, viz. envy, idleneſs, and co- | 
vetouſneſs, namely, (weet contentment with. 
a competent eſtate, rather than vexation with 
a greater, Prov. 15.16, 17. & 17. 1. Pi.37. 


@ 16. Luk. 12; 15. Orrather as the-ivords of 
the (laggard, and then they are his apology. 
for his lazineſs : It he ſtrive tg excel in his , 

profeſſion, he ſhall many waies diſquiethium-:, 


ſe;f 
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ſelf, he cannot do it without much travel,nor® 


©  #fter all that travel be free from mnch envy 


& danger. And therefore he rather chuſeth a” 
ſmaller portion, with more eaſe and content- ' 
meat. In which, there is 2 great deal of falſe 
arguing » 1.It 3s falſe, when he calleth his 
flothful and idle way of living, reſt or qui- 
- etnefs. For'true tranquility of mind is the 
conſequent of a fraitfol converſation,Pſ. 219, 
165. bodily reſt a fruit of honeſt labour, Pf. | 
127.2. Eccl.5. 12.2.It 1s falſe,when he cale 
teth induftry in a mans courſe of life, vexa- 
tion of ſpirit, whereas honeft labour taketh 
- * off the heart from many vain thonghts and; 
defires, which would more ſorely vex it. 
3. It is a great prophaneſs-to pallite his 
own fir, under the name of reſt and quiet- 
neſs of ſpirit, and nnder the prote&ion of 
Gods own trath 'toft5d an hiding place for 
his bruitiſhneſs and fenſnality, as Saul pre- 
. tended facrifice to excnſe rebellion, 1 Sam. 
t5.T5. 2/Sain, 15.7, 8, _—_— 14, T5. 
Hof. 12.8, 1 Reg. 21.9, 4. It 18 alike 
prophaneſs to give ear to the wifdome of the' 
fizth, againft the duties of our calling, and 
to argue from inconveniences,Which ve fear 
to diſcourage our felves from. thofe labours 
which God hath ptomiſed to bleſs, God faith 
tq encourag2 ns-unto''dity, That his Treht 
ſhall ſhine on our wates, he will _ and. 
| leſs 
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4 the Book of Ecclehafites. 142- 
blefs ns 1n them, and his angel ſhaſl keep ns 
in our waies, "Pf, 91. 11, but the ſſaggard 
ſaith todiſconrage himſelf, There is « Lion 
inthe way, Prov. 22. 13, as if Lions were 
more terrible to affright, than Angelsto/pro- 
teR. 5. It isa vain conceit, to think con- 
tentment 1s tied unto a fmall eftate,and vex- 
ation to 2. greatet ; whereas true content” 
knows as well how to abound, as how to 
want, Phil. 4. 31,12; and diſcontent wilf® 
make men as anxwous, a froward, as impa-' 
tient under a ſmall eftate, as craving, -hoard-, 
ng, covetmg emder a greater, Prov. 30. 9. 
Pl. 59, 15, The words of this verſe are pro- 
verbial, the former part, by the word þ,nd- 
ful, expreſſing a little eftate ; as Pf. 92: 16; 
Ezek. 13. 19. The other, by band: fall, 3 
greater and more plentiful, gotten witly all 
the ſirength and labour of the whole man, 
Mic. 7.3. | 
V. 7. vanity under the Sun] Another va-" 
nity, and quite contrary to: the former ; as' 
fools when they avoid one extreme, fall 1nto' 
the other. 5a 
V.8. There is one atone, &c.| One, ( ze) 
one by himſelf; as Gen. 19. 9.--and not x 
ſecond ; that 1s, either no companion, or 
member in his family to provide for, ot no' 
heir to ſucceed him in his eftate ; none for 
whom he can ſay, It is this man for whom T 
laboar. See y. 15. neitber 
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neither child nor brother} His labour is not © 
founded in any natural love of thoſe. tor 
= he is bound to provide, 1 Tim, 5.8. 
Gen. 47. 12. Prov. 17. 17. but meerly on 
the inordinate love of riches themſelves. 

This covetous wretch is here deſcribed, 
I. By his ſolitarineſs, he lives all alone, he 
cannot endure two mouths in a houſe. 

2, By his exceſſive labour , there is no 
enq of. all his labour : He toyls infinitely, 
and without, meaſne,. Iſa. 2. 7. Job. 22.5. 
Some by labour, under{tand wealth gotten 
by labour. He hath a vaſt eſtate, and yet 2s 
a5 greedy as if he had nothing, 

-13. By his inſatiable defires, neither is bis 
c Erxarg with riches | He hath enough 
for is back, his belly,bis calling, the decen- 
cy of -his ſtate and condition, but he hath not 
enough for his eye. Thongh he can but ſee 
it, and have no uſe of it, yet he is diſpleaſed 
that he fees no-more. The eye is the inſtru- 
ment of coveting, 1 Joh, 2. 16. Joſh, 7.21. 
Chap, 1.8.8 2. 10.A covetous man, youſn 
be have as much as his eye can ſee, yet he 
would have more Rtill, Iſa, 5. 8. Hab. 2.5. 
Pray, 30, 15. Job 40. 33, 24. 
4.By his folly and inconſiderateneſs, he doth 
not weigh with, himſelf. the abſurdity. of. his 
ſoliving, he fill goes ont of himſelf in labour 
after riches, but never comes to himſelf, to 
| | reaſon 
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reaſon and atgne the caſe, or to call-himſelf 
to an account of his doings, Jer. 8. 6. Luke, 
15.17, Pf. 4.5. 

\ 5. By his Inhumanity and ſelf-cruelty, 
denying thoſe comforts to himſelf, which 
God hath given him, uſing himſelf worſe 
than God would have the Ore uſed in the 
Law, Dent. 25. 4. Treadivg cur: the corn, 
and. yet mnzling himſelf, Chap. 6. 2, 

6. By the: groundleſneſs of this cruelty, 
He hath none, while he lives, for whom he 
doth. it, aad when de dies, he leaves no heir, 
kinſman, ſecond to enjoy it, but undergoes 
all his.toyl, and bereaves himſelf of all.com- 
fort; for he knows hot whom, Pf. 39: 6. The 
cenſure of all which is, that it is vanity, and: 
a very ſore and grievous affliction. | 

V. 9. Two are better than one | Good 
more than” .one : ſo the comparative ufeth 
to be exprefſed;; © as Chap. 7. 1, 2,3, 5,8. 
Prov. 8, 12, Hag. 2, 10, upon occafion of 
the ſolitary life of this miſer, he ſheweth the. 
denefir of ſociety, and mutual | helpfalnefs 
which thereby ove man-affardeth unto/ang- 
ther, therefore Gad made woman for a:com- 
panion and an helper unco many Gen. 2, 18; 
and Chriſt ſent forth his Diſciples by Two 
and Two, Mar, 6: 7.' Luke 10: 1. fot; only: 
that they might-be joyfal witneſſes: of the 
truth which they were to deliver, as aſa 

an 
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and Aaron, Joſhua'and Zorobbabel, in re-" 
ference unto whom we read: of, Two. wit- 
neſles, Rev. 11. 3, 4, and in that reſpe& the 
Apoſtle uſually zoyneth one. or two more to 
himſelf in the inſcription of his Epiftles, as 
joynt witnefles of the truth of the doArine 
therein delivered, 1 Cor. r. 1. 2 Cor. 1, x, 
Phil. x. x. Colofl. 1-1, ». Theſ,' 1,1. But 
withal, Thattbey might mth more eaſe. and 
fuecefscarry oh the-miniftery, wherem they 
wereimployed, and help mutually toftreng- 
ng to encourage, to comfort one the 0- 


breaafe they bave 4 good reward for their 
HaboarÞ Or, a Benefit miitnally from each 
other. m their labonr, by counſe), by comfort, 
by affiſtance and co-operation, by ſupply of 
- want, or infigniy which may befall each 
ry Gag x'Sam. 23-16,.17. 2: Cor. 3. 19,19; 
23.AR. 23. 25 5. Prov. 27. 17. Aft 19: 
- 29. Phil, 4. 3. Fheyido both! promate: the 
common-good, they dothe mare eafily coxr4 
paſs it, they do the more: ſweetly enqoy it. 
This mataal benefit is further openede#rſome 
particulars of mutual davger, mutualeft,and 

matal defence.” © | 
V. 10. If pbey fally.] That-18,' if one or 
either of them: fall;. the plural. is uſed dis 
ftributively or partitively to either of the 
fingalars: as, The wicked men Whey fon 
| [OY. 
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Prov. 2 8, b. 4. e. every . man. She fait be 
ſaved,if they abide, 3 Tun. 2.15.3. if 
any of them abide. Falling, here,may be un- 
derſtood 1n all ſenſes, for corporal falls, into 
a pit, from a horſe or the like; Metaphori- 
cally, if they fall into diſeaſes, diſgraces, 
dangers. Spiritually, into fans or errors, In 
any adverfities, The fociety of friends is uſe- 
ful to pity, toreftore, to ſupport, to. con» 
vince, to comfort, Whereas ſuch a ſolitary 
worldling as he ſpake of before, is forſaken 
of all, and hath none to ſtand to- him, This 
is ſometimes the lot of the godly in trouble, 
but then God Rands by them, PC. 22. 12. 
2 Tim. 4.16, 17. 7.59 
| But woe to bims that is alone } Woe to bins, 
is in the Original, one word made of two x 
as i$ obſerved out of Kiynchi. It 18 here an; 
interjeRion of grieving, with a denouncing 
of ſome evil which is coming towards a man:; 
It is once more wed in this Book, Chap, 10. 
- 16, and hardly at all elſewhere in that ſenſe. 
Wo to him that is atone, oryto himthat One, 
when he falleth, and there is not a fecotid: to 
lift hint np. | 
V. 11, Againgif tm9 lye together, then they 
bave beat, &c.\ This alſo may be nnderflood 
not only literally, as I Reg, 1. 1,2. butme» - 
taphorically for all kind of mutual athſtanee, 
and encouragement in afy\work Which 28 - J 
e 
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be done, Heb. 10. 24. Luke 24. 32, * 

V. 12. And if one prevail againft bim| it. 
Some. (tranger or third perſon affan!r, and be 
too had for him, that is, for one of the two,' 
then tivo or three ſhall Rand againſt that" 
One, and ſhall be eafily able to refiſt him, 
See 3 Sam, To, 11, Jer,q1. 13,74.Pf, 127, 
5, This is another benefit of ſociety and 


friend{hip,aid & proteRion againſt aflaults, 


whether outward, or ſpiritual in Temptations 


from Satan. In all thoſe, and ſo proportiona-' 
bly in all other caſes, in war, 11 peace, in 


danger, inbuſineſs,day and night,in the mul- 
titade.of counſellors there is ſafety, Prov. 


1. 14, & 14. 22, provided that this Soci-- 
ety be undertaken in the fear of God, and. 


in goc& and lawful things, otherwiſe, com- 
binations in wickedneſs are cnrſed, Pf, 64. 
5,6, 7. Pſ. 83. 3-—9. Nahum 1, 10, 12. 
Prov.1r, 21. | 


two' ſhall nithſand him Þ- Or, ftand be- 


fore him with confidence and courage to help 
one another; Standing, is a military poſture, 
Epheſ, 6:1 1,1 3,14: Pſ.94.16, Eſther $8.12, 
Standing before one, 2s an enemie to defiroy 
him, Rev, 12. 4. Hence that expreſſion of 
looking one anotner in the face, 2 Chron. 
25. 17. 

a threefo'd cord, ir a triple twiſted threed, 
is ne eaſily broken. | A Proverb ſetting _ 
[ 


| 
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dition amone(t men, namely,of Kingly dig 


the fitength and benefit of concord and ſo- 
ciety. | | 

V. 13. Better is 4 your and miſe child, 
&c, | From this verſe to the end of the Chap- 
ter, Solomon proceedeth to ſet forth the va- 
nity of the Higheſt and moſt eminent con- 


nity,. which he ſheweth both mm foolith and 
wiltul Princes, who refuſe to be cotinſelled, 
and in all other, bde-they never ſo circum- 
ſpe&, To manifeſt the former, he taketh 
firſt one of the moſt. contemprible perſons 
one could think on, and compares him with 
one of the moſt honourable, a child to an 
aged man, a poor child toa potent King. 
Childhood is alone very cortemptible, and 
expoſed to negle& and ſcorn, looked on as 
raſh, heady, unſtayed, without judgement 
or experience, Iſa. 3, 4,5. 1 Reg. 3. 7. 
1 Cor, 14, 20, Eph. 4. 14. 2 Chron..13. 7. 
Heretmto poverty being added, will make 
ſuch an one much more negle&ed, Ecclef. 
9. 15. Jam, 2.3,6. Proy. 14.20. 1 Tim, 
5. 12, on the other fide, old age alone 1s ve- 
nerable, though but in. an ordinary perſon, 
Lev. 19.32, Ifa. 3.2,3, Gray hairs alone 
are a Crown, and beanty, Prov. 16. 31. how 
much more honourable, when they are joyn- 
ed with a Crown; yet this poor child be- 
ing wife, is preferred before that aged King 
being 
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being fooliſh and intraftable; as Prov. 19. 1. 
The wiſdome of ſuch a child here, 1s his 
knowledge of God in his word, whereby a 
young. man is inftrued how to_orger his 
waies, 28 that of Timothy, 2 Tim, 3.15. 
* Pl. 119. 99, 100. The foolihneſs of ſuch a 
Prince is, He knoweth not to he admonith» 
ed, He cannot counſel himſelf, and he wul 
not be.counſelled by others. So, not to know, 
' doth 3importa fooliſh obſtinacy and impo- 
tency in the mind; a negle& of what 18 of- 
fered unto-a man to confader of, Iſa. 56. 11. 
& 7. 26. contrary to that which 1s called 
- knowing, or confidering in the heart, Dent, 
8.5. Prov. 29. 7. 

- Here weſee, 1. That wiſdome makes the 
nganeſt perſon honourable, maketh the face 
e, Chap. 8.'r. 

2. That the fear of God teacheth. chil- 
dren wiſdome, 2 Tim. 3. 15. 1 Sam, 16. 
18. &-18, 5. Pf. 119, 98, 100, Dan. x. 
20, 

3. That -intraQtablenefs of heart again 
- counſel, is an evidence of folly, Solomon, 
though the wiſeſt of Princes,yet had a Coun- 
ſel about him of aged and the moſt able men, 
whoſe .counſel Rehuboam reje&ing, ſhew= 
ed his weakneſs, 2 Chron. 10.6, & 13.17, 

. 4 Thitold age, and power,without a cor- 
reve of wiſdome, are very likely to render 

| men 
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menwilful, and opinionative, Job 32. 9. 
V.14. For out of priſon he comerh to 
reign ] Ont of the houſe of men bound, Judg. 
16, 21, Gen. 40. 3,7. Iſa, 14, 17, trom 
the midſt of bonds and fetters. He correth |] 
Namely, the poor and the wiſe child ; For 
theſe words ate 2 confirmation of thoſe. be- 
fore, from the event which hapneth to both, 
The wiſdome of the child advanceth him 
from a priſon to a throne, from chains to a 
Crown. The obſtinacy and folly of the other, 
harrieth him from power to poverty; from 
honour to contempt. Ot of priſon he cometh 
29 reign i.e. from the lowelt and moſt obſcure 
condition, Job 5. 11. Pſ. 113, 7,8, Geo. 
41. 14, 39-—44-. 2 Sam. 7. 8. Dan. 2.255 
48. & 3.26, 30. &6.3. v 
whereas alſo he that is born in bis kingdow 
Lecometh poor ] Or, whereas be in his kingdoms 
is born poor, i. e. 1s made poor, So pating 
from one condition to another, is a kind of 
birth : but the other ſenie is more emphatu- 
cal, he who from his childhood was a King, 
and in aQual poſſeſſion. of his Throne, be- 
cometh poor, PC. 149,. 8. Job 12. 19,.29, 
21, 2 Chion, 33.11, 36.3,446-2 Reg. 
25. 6, 7. Dan. 4.30 33. 
V..T5. / confidered all the livings which 
walk under the Sun, with the ſecond child 
that ſhall hand #þ in his ffead ] Theſe two. 
yerſes 
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verſes ſet forth another vanity attending up» 
on Kingly power, not for the fault of the per- 
ſon, but through the inconſtant and fickle 
diſpoſition of the people, who ever have, 
and ever will be given to changes, worſhip 
the riſing Sun, and grow weary of him who 
is likely ſooneſt to leave them. 
. all the living | That is, all the preſent ge- 
neration of men living under a preſent 
Prince or Government. He ſpeaks of the 
generality of men, and therefore exprefleth 
them under a general notion of living men, 
Job. 30. 23. Dan. 4. 27, And withal, to 
Intimate a ground in them of what he here 
conſidered, when the father 1s going away, 
and the ſon ready to ſucceed, they think that 
=#| maſt live and bepreſerved by the living, 
and not by the dead, and accordingly wor- 
{hip him under whom they expe& proteCti- 
on and preſervation of life , for, for that end 


_ was Government inftitated, 1.Tim, 2. 2. 


which walk ander the ſun | Elſewhere, 
hich ſee the ſun, Chap. 7. 11, another ex- 
preſhon intimating this to be the popular hu- 
mour of the generality of men, or the yul- 
vir people, who goup and down the ftreets; 
as the valgar are diſtinguiſhed from the 
greater and nobler ſort, Jer. 5.1,4, 5. 0i 
walking may be joyned with the following 


words, viz. 


with 
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withthe ſecond child ] 1 obſerve that'the ge- 
nerality of people walk with the ſecond 
child, joyn themſelves unto him, and flatter 
and crouch to him, forſaking in their affeRi- 
ons and behaviours the father, becauſe he is 
about to forſake them. | 

which ſhall tand np in bis ſtead | Name- 
ly, in the fathers or predeceflors ſtead. / By 


ſtanding up,he meaneth,rifang to the Throne, 


Dan. 11. 2, they look on the predeceſſor as 
falling, ſinking, lying down, Rtooping to- 
wards the grave, and therefore apply them- 
ſelves to tus heir. Whereby he noteth as the 
unhappineſs of Princes, who if they live 
long, live to ſee their glory dye before them- 
ſelves ; ſo the fickleneſs of the generality 
of the people, who do not honour Rulers for 
their office ſake, as they ought to do: and*® 
eſpecially ſhould reverence it the more, by 
how much 'the more experience they have 
had of happineſs underit, Rom. 13.15, 
I Pet, 2.13;14,15.but honour them meerly 
out of intereſt and.ſe|f-reſpe&, not conſider- 
ing-ſo much preſent duty, as future advan- 
tage. There 1s naturally jn the minds of the 
people a wearineſs of being long under - one 
Prince, a querulouſneſs and repining at eye- 
ry thing which pincheth them, and thereupon 
a defire to change him for the next, not ſo 
mach out of choice or affarance that he = 
e 


Io2 ” Annittationion © 'Cap:4 
be better, bur out of natural- levity. and in 
conſtancy; as fick men change beds, chams 
bers, couches, but carry thew diſeaſe with 
them, they love changes for the very change 
fake, 1 Sam.8.5,18,19,20,and 12,12,13.2 
Sam. 15, 12, 1Reg.2,15., 2 SalN. 20, 2, 
Prov. 14.21. 

\* V.16.7T hert'is mo end of all the people ,&0.] 
By-«ll the people, he meaneth the giddy and 
inconſtant maltitude, whoſe levity and diſ- 


content with their preſent eftate,is the canſeſ}. 


that they thas deſire continual ' changes , and 
- reze& today whom yeſterday they adored, 


There is no end of all the people, Or to alt thiff. 


people] There are infinite numbers of peopl 
every age and generation who Rand thu 
affeed : it is nota contingent or unuſuf 
thing, but'very common. It 1s-not a vanity 
which Pcinces have experience of only ſomes 
times, a$in-ſome few perſons , but 1t 1s the 


general-diſeaſe of the vulgar, to. ſtand thus 
variouſlyafteRed towards ther Princes inal} 


ages, Sothis phraſe, There is no exd, is uſet 


"OTOR | _"—_- 
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cy” as 


to expreſs a great or infinite number, Iſa. 2.7. Þ-- 


fopra, verſ[.$, Job 22.5. Nahum. 3.3. Again, 


T hertis nd end v6 «ll the people ] The people 
never pat an end or a ftop to this yanity, but 
irpaſſeth on,ftom one generation to another, 


They which went- before did ſo, ſo do theſe} 
now,and fo will they do which follow. 3.ByF: 


no 
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.no end, may be meant no ſatisfa&ion to de-- 
fires, no through and fixed ny of 
.heart in the people towards” their Princes, 
they will till entertam expegtations of new 
-men, and new events to ſatisfie their deſires. 
So the word-End, is uſed for that wherein the 
-heart may acquieſce,.and look no further for 
ſomething elſe, Prov. 23, 18. They do not 
 terminate-and fix their affeQions in one man, 
be he neyer ſo wiſe or worthy,;bot grow wea- 
-ry of him, and joyn themſelves unto his Snc- 
ceflor. | 

even 9f all thoſe that have been before 
. them] Namely, before the father and the 
' ſon, or ſacceflor which was ſecond,unto him. 
The word | before | may figmifie either in the 
preſence of them, z. e. who have been offi- 
cers under them, or;done ſervice, and born 
allegiance to them, 2 Sam. 16, 19. 1 Reg, 
-10, $,0r elſe an antecedence in time ufo 
-thew, They who were before them, ' did 
- thus languiſh in their-affetions to the fa- 
ther, and apply themſelves unto the ſon, 
i!" They aiſs that come after ſhall not rejoice 
. im bim | 1. e. In the ſon, unto whom now 
they ſeem ſo zealouſly, 'and with ſo much 
loyalty/to joyn themſelves, 
|» nod rejoyce |'That 18, -they will.;be: weary 
.-of + him; -troabled with him, wiſh. them- 
ſelves freed from big The verh; negative 


by 
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by a wtiags, ſeems to import the Aﬀirm- 
'tive contrary urto ity/as 15 uſual in Scripture, 
Exod. 20.7, Prov/17.321,Zach,8.17,Ron, 
4-19. This then is Hereditary toall people, 
There is no End'of it, they 'can never be 
ſetled or contented with the preſent eſtate, 
as they before did diflike the father in'er- 
pectation of the ſon, ſo they after will caſt 
off the ſon in expeRation- of the grandchite, 
and ſo it vill be in all generations, 

T bis is vattity and vexation of ſpirit] This 
- muſt needs be matter of indignation & grief 
to Princes, to ſee ſo much falſeneſs and in- 
conſtancy in their people, to ſee their Ho- 

- Nour grow old 8 decrepit with their bodies, 


"CHAP, V. 


He Wiſe man having ſpoken of the a 
nity which attendeth on the very high- 
eft condition of men here below ,- fees 
heretomake i kirid'of 'digreffion, and'ro go 
* yet higher unto the conſideration of that 
which Ss HR rn man in this Life, 
- to wit, The worſhip of God, This is the/ſu- 
preme Remedy of all the other Vanities, 
"and ivy ſeem'tiere -to be ſubjoyned: ( as alſo 
[Jes inthe end of the'Book ) to that purpoſe, || 
- 'tifhew; that thoughneither —_——__” | 
, ' oben: P ea- 
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pleaſures, nor henours,-nor crowns can make 
men happy, though it be beyond the ſphere 
and aRivicy of any Creature to adminiſter 
compleat tranquility to the heart of a man, 
yeteven in this life a,man may be happy by 
worſhipping of God, and Communion with 
him. As if he ſhould have ſaid, We hare 
gone through the World, and ſought high 
there for ſatisfa&tion, as ever any man could 
arrive, even to Crowns and Thrones;and yet 
have miſſed of it. It remains therefore thar 
we 20 higher yet, before we can be traly hap- 
py,and thatis from the World to the SanEtn- 
ary; from the Thrones of Princes, to the 
Thrones of Grace ; from the Creature, to 
God, In whoſe ſervice alone there is com- 
pleat felicity. 

Burt befides this I take it, the ſcope of the 
wiſe man 1s, by way of Prolepfis or anſiver to 
a tacite objection, to diſcover yet a higher 
and a ſtranger vanity than any he had ſpo- 
ken of before, namely vanity in the wor- 
ſhip/of God, not as it is 1n it ſelf,.but as 
t is performed by vain & fooliſh men;;They 
might-ſay, wedo eafily agreewith younn all 
that you have ſaid, we know-we muſt look a- 
dove the Creatures, if ever we intend to;ar- 
rive at true: Happineſs. .. Therefore: what 


 .pain$-foever: we. take: about. things. under 


the San, yet we ſeek for our! Happineſsimo 
| G 2 "where 
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where bat in God, and in his ſervice. Sold} x 
mon now, acknowledging the truth of thefh 4 
m the Theſis, That the Worſhip of Godufff ( 
the true felicity of man in this life , doviff , 
withall aſſure thzſe men, that they may puſ} , 


vanity inthe very Worſhip of God, and ret 
der that by their fooliſh and carnal perfa 
mance wholly unprofitable to any ſuch end, 
yea there may be therein divers vanities 
verſ. 7. for diſcovery and avoiding where 
he preſcribeth a ſolemn caveat to thoſe, wh 
being convinced of vanity in the Creature 
do go to God in his Worſhip to mend them 
ſelves, 

This is, 1. General, relating to all part 
of GodsWorſhip,which is in our Approacke 
unto God, to look to our affe&tions, andt 
prepare our hearts to meet with him, nd 
reſting in outward ſacrifices, which are by 
the oblations of fools, who think they « 
well, when in truth they do the contrar) 
verl.1. 

2, Particular, in ſome ſpecies of wort 
ſhip: 

1. In Hearivg, which he ſaich muſt ! 
done with Readinels , with a docile 4 
tratable ſpirit, yielding up it ſelf ro tht 
whole counſel of God, verſ. r, 

2. In Prayer and ſpeaking unto God 
where is firt condemned a double vay - 

| Ralih-! 
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Raſhnefſe of tongue,  Haſtinefle of hearr, 
bath enforced by conſideration of Gods 
Greatneſſe, and of our own Vilenefle, verl. 
2. Secondly, preſcribed feivneſs of words, 
without vain and unneceflary babling, aid 
that becauſe of Gods Majeſty, and tne folly 
of ſo doing, verſ. 3. 

3. In Vowes, which being once made, - 
areto be performed, and that cheertuily, 
without grudging or delay ; which ductru:e 
he doth, 2. prove, 2, vindicate from thift= 
ings and excuſes, He proveta it, I, By the 
the folly of the contrary courſe, it argues 
levity of ſpirit to dally, and to be off and on 
with God, who as he 1s conftaut himſelf in 
ci all his Promiſes, ſo he expe&eth-conftancy 
0 from us in all oars. 2. By Gods diſlike of 
DO ſuch folly and falſeneſs, verſ. 4. 


 b Next he vindicateth it from a double ex- 
' OW cuſe which men are apt to make : 
ar r, Itwas free for me to yow ; the thing 


WaS1n mine own power, therefore it is not. 
ſo hainous a thing though I do fail, becauſe I 
was not bound to what I vowed till I had 
vowed it. This he anſwereth, That it had 
been better to have kept this Liberty Quill, 
and not to have vowed, then after vowes to 

reſume Liberty when it is too late, verſ.5:; 
2. ButI was miſtaken, there was an Er- 
rour in my Vow, To this he gives a double 
G 3 anſwer, 
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anſwer, and ſets it on with weighty corfades 
rations : Firſt, Look well before thou vow, ' 
that thou do not bring a bond of fin upon thy 
ſelf : Saffer not thy mouth to cauſe thre to 
fin. Secondly, Take heed of pretending 
errour and overGght, oat of unwillingne fe 
to do what thou haſt premiſed : Say not that 
it was an errour, For conlider, 1. Thou 
art inthe preſence of the Angel. 2. Thou 
provokeft Gods anger. 3. The damage 
which by that anger thou wilt ſuffer, he will 
deſtroy the work of thy hands, diſappoint thee 
-in that benefit;the preſervation whereof thay 
Gidft aym at in excufing thy Vow, 4. The 
folly of ſuch vain excaſes. There 1s.a van» 
tym all parts of Worſhip when undertaken 
by fools or wicked men : the fools ſacrifice, 
yer{.1. the fooles voyce, verſ.3. the fooles 
yov, veif, 4. Divers vanities in all this, 
verl, 7. 

Now having ſhewed the vanities in the 
camal performance of Divine Worſhip, he 
doth-(as he had done formetly in the other 
Vanities which he ſpke of detore ) preſcribe 
a Remedy of this alſo, viz. The inward 
principle of all Right and: ſpiritual WNorſhip'} 
which is to feat God, verſ.7. 

And beciiſe it might be obje&ed, That: 
Piety it ſelf is not likely to ſecure a man's 
tranquility and peace, inas mach as we find © 
poor 


, hately loved. 
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poor and righteous men every where, all a 
Province over, oppreſſed and pgrſecuted by 
gNreatmen in high place : he removeth this 
obje&ion, I. By thewving the compaſſion of 

God and his Jaſtice, He ſees and regards 1t, 
2, The greatneſle and power of God,that he 
is higher then any of thoſe that oppreſſe his 
ſervants, verſ. 8, 

\ Now he proceedeth to. another Vanity, 
which is in Riches and outward poſleihi9ns, 
They are of tvo ſorts; 

I, Subſtantial and Real wealth, in the 
profits aud Fiuits of the Earth,Corn,Cattel, 
&C. 

2, I-Rrumental,in that which 1s by mens 
agreement mide a meaſure: to other-wealth, 
viz. filver and gold. Concerning both which 


' he theweth, 1. The excellency of the fors 


mer, in regard of real and general profit, be= 
fore the later, verſe 9. ' 2, The vanity both 
of the one and the other, when 1, 1nordi- 
2. Immoderately increa- 
ſed, 

This vanity is ſhewed, 1. Adſolutely, in 
that the Inordinate love of them is unſatis- 
fiable, vetſ,1o. and that troubles and cares 
are proportionably increaſed in the Increaſe 
of them, verſ(.1 1. 

2, Comparatively, and that 1. in'teſpe& 
of any Real benefit and good in the fruition 
G 4 of 
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of them. The owner hath no more trne pro- 
fit by them, «farther then that he looks 'on 
them as hts own) then any of his friends and 
ſervants, who ar2 fed and cloathed.by them 
as ivell as he : onely his cares are increaſed, 
2. In reſpect of conſequent reſt and quiet- 
neſs, the ſervants heart1s lefſe troubled, his 
body more refreſhed then the owners, verf, 
12, 3. In regard of the evill effets of 
Riches : i 

1. The damage and hurt which ſometimes 

a man layes up with them againſt bimſelf, 

erl. 23. | 
2, The uncertainty of their abode with a 
man, having hurt the owners, they periſh 
themſelves, verſ.1 4, 

3. The certainty of parting with them, 
They muſt dye, they cannot carry one hand- 
ful away with them, verſ,15,16. 

4. The ſordid and uncomfortable uſe of 
them, verſ. 17. 

5. Impatiency and fretfulnefſe in part- 
ing wita them, or in getting of them, verſ. 
7 


Liſtly, he gives the Remedy of this Va- 
nity and Vexation,n the right uſe of Riches, | 
viz. [a a frze and cheertul enjoyment of 
them ; which is here commended, 

I. By its goodneſs to the owners. 


2, By 
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2. By its comelineſſe and commendable- 
neſſe towards others.. | | 

3. By its Equity, It is the.fruit ofa mans 
Oan Labor ,. and provided for his Onn 
Life, 

fe The End of it, and his Right to it, It 
is His Portion, all that he is ever like to get 
by it, verſ. 1.5, | 

5. The Authorof it, it is a ſpecial gift of 
God, 1. Togive Riches. 2, Tog:.ve an 
heart to enjoy them, verſ. 1g, 

6. Freedome hereby from the trouble of 
all his Labours, when himſelf raftes the fruit 
of them, aid hath experience of Gods ſpe- 
cial bleſſing, in anſwering the defies of his 
heart and cauſing h m comfortably to enjoy 
them, verſ. 20. 


Verl. 1, K*#?7 thy foot when tha greſt to 
the houſe of God] He had 


one up and down the World, from Learn- 
ing to Pleaſures, from Pleaſures to Honaurs, 
from Honours to Thrones, to find out Hap- 
pineſſe, and had met with nothing but. Vani- 
ty, Now he ſends us to a fitter place to 
find it, The Houſe of God whether his Tem- 
ple, or other Synagogues, where Gad 13.pre-: 
ſent to thoſe that ſerve him, here they* Hal 
find remedies againſt the vanity of oiber 
things, and that which will Ray ad fix their 
G 5 hea;ts, 


A 
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hearts, Pſal.73.16,17. Pſal.4.6,79, Oaely 
we. muſt take heed of putting vanity into 
Gods Worſhip, left we be there diſappoint- 
ed of ourayms, as well as elſewhere, This 
Caveat he gives us in thoſe words, Keep thy 
foo] or, each foot, Theletters are plural, 
the- points dire& to read ir in the fiogular 
number, So foor, for feer, Pſal. 119. 105. 
This Enallage of nambers 1s very uſual, the 
fing:lar for the plural ; as Pal. 14. 1. 7 he 
fool hath ſaid,&c. They, i.e. fools are cor- 
'rupt. [Un that day a man ſhall caft away bis 
idols which they bawe made ,Eſay 2. 20. 
Keep thy foot] Seriouſly adviſe how thou 
art to behave thy ſelf in Gods preſence, look 
to thy heart and affeRtions, let thy heart be 
fixed, thy afteAtions compoſed, thy thoughts 
ordered, call all that is within thee together 
to ſerve him, P\al.57.7.& 103.1. A Meta- 
phor from men that walk-in dangerous ways, 
who take heed to theirfteps leſt they ftum- 
ble and fall : Or rather an alluſion to the 
zech of God to Moſes, Exod. 3.5. So 
Ex0d.19.21, Joſh.5.15. As Mephibotheth 
dreff:d his feet, when he went toDavid,2Sam. 
19.24.50 they uſed waſhings,and purifyings 
before they came into Gods preſence, Exod, 
19.74 15.Nam.8.7. Pſal.26.6. Heb. 10.22. 
ev. 19, 30. & 16. 2,3, Gen. 28, 16,17, 
Exod, 40. 32. 


and | 
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and be more ready to hear, then to offer 
the ſacrifice of fools] Or, Draw near to hear, 
rather then with, or as fools,. to offer a ſacrt- 
fice, who think to be accepted for their out- 
ward work. The Infinitive uſed for the 
Imperative, as Exod,20.8. Matth.5.39.Luk. 
22.42. or Ve may read it in the Infinitive, 
thus, for to draw near to hear, i.e. to bring 
before God an obedient heart, is better then 
when fools do give a ſacrifice, Or, then to 
vive a ſacrifice of fools. ' He doth not for- 
bid or coademn ſacrifices, but he preferreth 
obedience, and ſheweth the vanity and folly 
of thoſe, wh3 are very forward 1n the out- 
ward acts of Religion, without the love and 
ſervice of the heart, 1 Sam 15. 22, Hol. 6. 
6. 1R.1,11——18, Amos 5,21, 22,2324. 
Pſal.50.17, & 51.16,17. Iſa.66.2,3. Prov. 
I5,8,21,27, 

be wore ready] The word is, Draw near 
t0 Hear. It is 2 word very frequently uſed 
in Scripture, to- expteſs our addreſſing: our 
ſptves unto the (olemn Service'and Warthip 
of God, Lev.1.9. 1 Sxm.14.36. 2 Reg.rs. 
T2, Pfal.73.28, 1a, 5-8.2. Ezek.44.15,16. 


-Matth. 15,8, whereunto- there is a frequent 
'#[[afion in the New Teſtament, Epheſ.2:1 8. 
'Hed,4.16,& 7/25.' &10; 1,22; &'11 6, 


It -importerh- a ſerious compoſing” of 7 or 
hearts, mn an humblezreverend,and holy man- 
| ner 
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ner to appear before God,and to have a com- 
fortable accefſe nnto the Throne of grace, 
Ley,10.3. Heb.12:2 8,29. 

to h:ar| Whereas there are two parts of 
Worſhip, ſacrifice and obedience, be thou 
moſt careful of this, which is the ſpiritual and 
inward part of ſervice, rather then of that 
which fools, hypocrites, wicked men can 
offer as well as thou, Be ready to receive 
Inftru&ion,and to accept of what God ſayes, 
Pſal. 85.8. Job 34.32. 1 Sam.3.10, AQ.9, 
6, & 10.33. Jam.1,19. Beready to obey 
and give up thy will to every one of Gods 
holy Commandements, Pial.119,128. 

thes to offer the ſacrifice of fools] Then 
as fools, (j.e.) wicked.men do,to offer up 
ſacrifice, and negle& obedience, Mich. 6. 
6,7,8. : 

for they conſider not, know nit, that they do 
evi/.} Some would have the word, Bur, to 
be ſupplyed, They know not but to do evil : 
They can onely do evil, even when they 
worſhip God; as If1.x.6. See Chap.2.24, 
Others thus, non attendant ad facere malum, 

Or ad fatbionem malt : Which 18 to the ſenſe 
of 01r Verfion, They are here called foo/s, 
and that is further expreſſed, by want of 
knowledge : They knom nec, and that dath 
fucther appear by dong of evil; Ia, 1, 3, 4. 
Jr. 8.9. Th2 moſt natutal-ſenſe is, as we 3 
render | 


DS. 
render it, They know. net that they da evil : 
when they do evil, they confider it not, they 
underſtand it not ; the like phraſe, x Joh.2. 
6,9, © aur wivny, 6 ab-ur Us md gaſi Giro, 
He that ſaith to abide, (i.) that be abideth. 
He that ſaith to be in the light, (i.) that be © 
i in the light. 50 here, They know not t0 
do evil, (i.) that they are doing of evil, And 
hereby 1s meant by ao Auxefis, they think 
they do very good ſervice; So when the Lord 
3s ſaid not tocommand a thing, the meaning 
is, that he doth forbid it, Lev.10.1. He wil 
not hold then gxiltleſ, s that take bis Name in 
vain, (i.) he will hold them very guilty, 
Exod. 20,7. He will withhold no goed thin 
from them that walk upright, (i,) He will 
largely ſnpply them, Pſal. 84, 12. He nil 
not break a braized reed, (i.) he will bind 
them up and ſtrengthen them, Iſa. 42. 3. 
Abraham was not weak in faith, (j.) he was 
firong, Rom,4.19, Men maythink they do 
God good ſervice, when they.do greatly of- 
fend him, 1.66.5. Prov.14,12. Ifa.s 8.2, 
3. Hoſ.8.2,3, Joh.16.2. A&.26.9, 
Theſe things are here obſervable ; 
I, That in Gods Worſhip we doina ſpe- 

ciall manner-diaw. gigh unto him, 

- 2, That when wg do ſo, we ought to pre» 
pare and compoſe. our hearts and hg 4 
| J 
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- faich and humility to appear before - 


- 3. | That a prepareg heart brings purpoſes 
of bdedierfre;and'to heat God inal that be 
ſhall ſay unto it. 

4. That mere outward ſervice without 
the heart prepared obediently to ſerve the 
Lord, is but a facrifice of Fools, a mere for- 
mal and ceremonial worſhip. 

5. That Hypocrites may think they pleaſe 
God, when indeed they provoke him, and 
know not that they do evil, Joh. 4.22. 

V.2. Be not raſh with thy month | Having 
ſpoken in general of the due preparation of 
the heart unto-Gods ſervice, he-how” giveth 
direRion in the patticulats of -prayeri and 
vowes. - | | 

Be nst raſþ| Gonot about Gods Worſhip 
as men thatin & fright or terrour being ama- 
zed, fliye haſtily they know-not hither. Do 
not. precipitate thy -Words'/ rior ſpeak any 
thing hiaſttly,/unadviſedly,* according to-thi 
diate df- rarhdl- and' hifty defires before 
God, or'in his houſe 'and preſence. We 
know not what to ask as we ought, Rom. 8, 
26. and-2te very apttyPurofr own greedy 
and ſudden paſſions Icom ty, 
deprecationg,-to think Ubi-fcals not-well 
with-us'if've benot #fwertd according to 
A our 
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our wills, and in our own time, Pſl. 31.22, 
& 116.17. Job 10.2,3,18, Jer,15.18. Jon. 
4. 2, 3, Matth. 20.20,21, Pſal. 77. J— 
IO, 

and let not thine heart be baſty to utter any 
thing before God | Oat of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaxeth, Matth.12.34. 
Therefore the remedy of raſhneſs .n ovr 
words, 18 to compoſe our thoughts and affe- 
ions aright, to let our heart gaide our 
tongne, not to bring raw, tumultuary, indi- 
oefted thoughts into Gods preſence, but to 
vet a collected heart, to pray with' under» 
ftanding , With ſpirit, with judgment; and 
according to Gods Will, as David found 
his heart to pray to God, 2 Sam, 7,27. and 
call*d together his ſcattered affe&ions, that 
he might fix them upon God, Pal. 103, r. 
Dan.9.2,3. Rom.8.26,37. 1 Cor, 14; 15, 
x Joh,5.14, 

We may likewiſe underſtand the Caveat; 
as direfted again that carnal pride andcon- 
tradiction of ſpirit, whereby the heart is-apt 
toriſe againſt God and his Word, when we 
hear of more ſpiritual ſervice required by 
God, then our fooltſh ſacrifices do amount 
unto, ot our carnal hearts are able tg perform, 
Jam,r.19,20, Rom.10,21, As 13.45, & 
28,19, | ; 


befor 
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before the Lord] That is, in-his Houſe or 
Santuary. Therefore they who fin here, are 
ſaid to provoke the Lord to his very face,and 
to do evil before his eys,Iſa.65.3.& 66,3,4, 

for God is in heaven,and thou on the earth | 
Theſe are tiyo Arguments to enforce this 
Caveat upon ns ; the one drawn from Gods 
greatneſs,the other from our vileneſſe.. Mean 
perſons behave themſelves with all hononr 
& reverence,when they ſupplicate unto men 
of honour and eminency, Much more ſhould 
men do ſo unto God, So Chriſt teacheth us in 
prayer to come unto God,as with confidence 
and comfort,becauſe he is a Father ; ſo with 
reverence and fear, becauſe he is a Father in 
Heaven,Matth.6.9. 

His being in Heaven denotes, 1, His do- 
minion over us asLord and Maſter,Eph.6.9, 

_ 2. His glory and majeſty above us,1 Reg. 

8.27: that we might learn to fear before him, 
Mal.1.6. Deut.2 8.58, Heb.12,18,29.. ' 

3. His holinefſe and purity, :Deut. 26; 
x5. Ifal.57.15. & 63.15. Hereby to raiſe 
us unto heavenly mindednefſe in our approa- 
ches unto him, Col.3.1,z. Lam. 3.40.41. 

4, H's- power to anſwer as, and to do for 
bis according to out defires, 2 Chran. 20, 6, 
7, Pſal.115.3, Matth.5.45.-& 7.11. 
* $: His omniſcience, he looketh down on 
us, and ſeeth how we behave our ſelves in 
his 


_—_ » 
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his preſence, Matth,6432. P(al.,11,4, & 33+ 
I-3,1 > W ” 

-.6; fs jnftice and diſpleaſure againſt evil 
doers, P(al.14.2,3, Rom.,1,28, In all which 
reſpeRs, we ought to take heed of all haſty, 
raſh, and unadviſed frame of heart in Gods 

reſence, Mans being on earth, fignifieth 

3$ bafeneſs and vile condition, his great di- 
ance from God, and by reaſon of corrup- 
tion, his great diffimilicude unto him, He 
is of the earth earthly, 3 Cor, 15. 47, Pal. 
10.18. This confideration of our natural and 
finful vileneſs, ſhould greatly humble us in 
our approaches unto God, Job 4. 19,25, & 
4.59.8 40.4, Gen, 8.17, Ifa.6,5, - 

therefore let thy words le fes| Fuiſt, uſe 
not raſh and vain babling, and empty, heart- 
leſs repetitions as the heathen, Mat.6.7. bat 
weigh and chooſe out words to ſpeak unto 
him, Job 9.14. Eccleſ.12,10. He ſpeaketh 
not againſt all, length in prayer ; for Chriſt 
prayed whole nights ; nor againſt all repeti» 
tzon, when it proceedeth trom zeal, love, 
and holy fervency ; as that of Daniel,Ch.9. 

16,18,19, but of that which is a clamorous 
and vain ingeminating of the ſame thing 
without faith or wiſdom, x Reg.1 8.26, Se- 

condly, /et thy words be few, (i. e.) Let not 

thy vowes be more then thou mayeſt ccmfor- 
tably perform, 
V. 3. 
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V3. Por 4 dream comith throaph the' 
multitude of buſineſſe, and 4 fools waist -is' 
known by myltitade of words] (4.'1.) As mal- 
titude of buſineſsproduceth dreams, fd mul- 
titude- of words diſcovereth folly, When 
to ſentences are conneted together by. a 
Copula,there is frequently imported a fimi- 
litnde between them, Prov.19.3. & 25.23, 
25,26,27, & 26.3,7,9,11,14,17, 20,21, 
Ifa.5 3:7. Another Argament moying unto! 
the former duty, becauſe, as certainly 'as 
much bufineſs produceth dreams, ſo -mach: 
ſpeech diſcovereth folly within, Proy. 10, 
19, Eccleſ,10,11—14,/Jam.3.2- '- 
k V, 4. #hen then v1weſt 1 wiito #49,; 
defer not to pay it.) He giveth:direQtion-un 
the ' other particular, wherein men aſe” to! 
addrefs themſelves unto God, viz. Yowes | 
And as he did in the former forbid raſh ha- 
ſtineſs; ſo he doth 10 this, warnito take heed 
of erudeing: delayes. A vow is a ſolemn 
promiſe, or permiſſory oath made unto God, 
wherein a tan doth yoluntarily binde him-' 
ſelf unto ſomething, which was tm his own 
power to binde himſelf unto, He doth not 
dire& ns here fo make ſuch a vow, but ha- 
ving made it, totzke heed of breaking faith 
and promiſe* with God, who never fails in 
any promiſe of hrs unto-'us, Joſh,21.45, nar 
delayeth to perform i in its time, Exod, 12, 
| 41 


| 
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42,51, Hebj2,3, 2 Pet,3,9; This 'then-is 
the fir ft Rule concerning vowes, Dhad law- - _ 
ful vowes muſt be ſpeedily and cheerfully 

performed; Pfal.66.1 3,14, & 76,11 Numb, 


- 30,2, Deut,13. 21, Iſaj,19a,2T. Matth, 5, 


33, God would not have an alteration in a 
very, though it were for the better, Lev. 27. 
10, Thus Hanna made haſte to-perform her 
vow in dedicating her child unto God, as 
ſoon as he was weaned, x Sam.1.11,24,28,” 
God calls on Jacob, and minds' him of his 
vow made before, and expe&ed that he 
ſhould go to Bethel, and pay it as he had 
promiſed, "Gen. 35% I. compared with Gen, 
28,20,22, 

for be hath no pleaſure in-fools] He 8 
greatly difple>ſed with thoſe, who go abent 
one while to flatter him in making a yow,and 
afterwards to mock him in refuſing or delay- 
ing to perform it, Prov.2.25, This is one 
reaſon, drawn from the folly in offending 
God , 'whereunto there is another adjoyn= 
ed. 

V. 5. Better it is that thou ſbon/deſÞ not 
v'wthen that thou ſhouldeft v1w and nt pay} 
It was: arbitrary, and in our own poryer to 
make'the vowy/for yowes were to be of things 
in a mans power, Numb. 3#.3——15,”Deut, 
23.22, As 5.4, But it isnot m our power 
whether, being made, we will pay it or = 
Or 
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for we bring a bond upon our ſouls, and the. 
yowes of God will be upon ns, Pſal. 56. 
IT. | 

'V. 6. Suffer not thy north to cauſe thy 
fla to fin] Theſe words contain the ſecond 
Rule concerning Vowes, which is to teach 
us to ayoid all raſh Vowes which are unad- 
, viſedly made, and that is done two wayes ; 

- 1. When we vow things fiofal, when our 
mouth cauſeth us to fin, 

2, When in lawful things we vow, and 
preſently repent, ſeeking after ſhifts and 
evaſions to elude the obligation, and to ex- 
Cuſe our ſelves. Suffer not thy winch, by 
making an haſty yow, #0 cauſe tby fleſh That 
19, thy: tongue, or thy ſelf to fin. ' Fleſh is 
taken by a Synecdoche, for rhe whole man, 
Gen.6.12, Iſai.40.5. Rom.3.20. It may 
ſeem here to be uſed for the whole man, to 
intimate, that raſh vowes are uſually groun- 
ded upon fleſhly, rather then ſpiritnal rea- 
ſons. A man did not go about them with 
his ſoul and ſpirit, upon ſolemn and ſerious 
2counds, but to gratifie himſelf in ſome car- 
nal intereſt or other,or to carry on ſome ſ11- 
ful end, AQts23.12,13. Mal. 1.14. 2 Sam. 
15.8,9. Prov. 7.14, A like. expreſſion, 
Eccl. 11.10. 

neither ſay thon before the Ange!| By the 
Angel ſome do underſtand the Prieſt , or 
Mcflen- 
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Meſſenger of the Lord towards the people ; 
ſo they are called, Job 33. 23. Mal. 2. 7. 
Rey. 1,20. for inthe caſe of an Oath, where- 
inthere was errour or jgnorance, the perſon 
was tobring a ſacrifice, and the Prieſt was to 
make an atonement for him, Lev, 5. 4,5,6. 
And then the meaning is, Do not when thou 
haſt vowed, repent and grudge, and go to 
the Prieſt, acknowledging an errour or 12n0- 
rance, that ſo thou mayelt ſave charges; and 
lick thy ſelf whole, by offering a- ſacrifice to 
excuſe a vow, Others, undeiltand thei An- 
oels” of heaven, who are ſeat forth for the 
00d of the Ele, and who obſerve oar be- 
haviour in Gods Worſhip ; as that in the 
Apoſtle uſeth to be underſtood, 1 Cor. 11, 
10, Matth.18.10, Luk.12,8. 1 Tim.5.21. 
the Greek reads it, ©p3 @wggowrs m4 #15. 
Before God, it may haply bz meantof the 
Temple or Houſe of God, where they did 
pay their vowes, Pſal,66.13. wherein there 
were Cherubims drawn, in token of the pre- 
ſence of the Angels, and their. proteQtion 
tothe Charch, 1 Reg. 6. 29, 32. - Others, 
underſtand it of Chriſt, who is the ſearcher 
of hearts, and will not be mocked, cannot be 
deceived ; who is the Angel of the Cove- 
nant, and who is in the mid of his people, 


| his Candleſticks, when they come to'Wor- 


ſhip, Exed. 23.20,21. called ce” 
0 
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of God, 'Ex0d.33.14. Mal, 3.1. Iai63.9. 
Jaſh, 12.41. It ſeemeth to me to have 
fome alluſion to the hiſtory of Balaam, who 
when-the. Angel Rood in the way: againſt 
- lim, made fuch an excuſe as this, It was an 
-errour;I knew not that thou Rood againſt 
me,if it difpleaſe thee, I'will go back, Numb, 
: 22.34» 

T hat it was an errour] That 15, either do 
' not vow ſoraſhly and unadviſedly , as to be 
; at laſt broyght to a neceſlity of confeſling a 


- - fibfullerrour,but adviſe before hand that thou 


- fnaieſt not erre. Such a raſh vow was that 
of Jephthah, Judg, 11.30, 31, 35. and that 
other of Saul, I Sam. 14. 24,29, 39, 40.Oc 
elſe, do not. excuſe thy ſelf for breaking thy 


vyow,by ſaying,thou didſt4it imprudently,and |f . 


wert mifieken if-ut , it was an 1g0orance 
which thon-art willing, by ſome ſacrifice, or 
other way of devotion to expiate ; as ſacri- 
fices were to be offered for the ignorances of 
the _ Levit. 2. 27. Numb. 15. 24, 
"25. Hed. 9. 7, Do notcover a wilfull 
-prevarication - with a ſpecious -pretence , 
nor after vowes make ror, 20, 
- 25. 
©  wherefore ſhon/d God be angry at thy woice] 
. The word ſignifies: foaming anger ; why 
- ſhould he:through anger foam:againR thee ? 
» Artzoterrogation.of dehorting, Ag,Why will 
Te ye 
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'yedye, (i.e:)Be careful that you- may nor 


-dyg. : This 1s one reaſon, God will be-an- 
Another, Thau-ſhall- teel-his arger, 


. ory. 
hewilldeſtrey the. Work of-:thy-hand, | He 
'witiaot bleflethoſe endexyours, forthe ac- 


compliſhivg whereof thou: did make that 
yow ;. thou deftroyeſt the you, herwill-de- 
ſtroy thy. wark, Deut. 28,15, &c, | The 
thicd follows... - colon 0 992k” 25957 
Veg. Por inthe multityde of dreams, and 
many words, there afe mtny vanities : | but 
fear tho God] Or, In, multitude of dreams, 
there are alſo vanities: and fo in many-Words, 
Or;as inmultitude of dreams, fo alto - f words 
there are divers vanities, Some take JA not 
for a Nounzbutfor the Infinitive mood of the 


- Verb; & render it this, Quia firut i maltipii- 
' $4785 Ol, Gudandown/tiplicantur ſomnia, etians 


vanitates wuiriplicantar :\ fic ſe babent verbs 
»#/txz.As whendreamsare multiplied, yani- 
ties alſo are Mmultiplied;ſois itin manywords. 


- In all,,the/ſenfe 15rhie ſims. , -Aferery 2:moſt 
 kearned(Interpreter, 'makes:the cohnexion 8c 


ſenſeto be thus, I have giverthee theſe (cab- 
tions to be tender of thy behaviour ih the pre- 
ſence of God,that thou maieft notby dreams, 
fancies; vanities,or multitude of difficult bufi- 
neffes,he brought to utter any thing raſbly be- 
fota God but amid all'darigers or drexms;or 


'yahltie$,vs Yickee"ies,to fear (God, and-notto 


ſ\uffer 
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fer thy ſelf to be withdrawn from him by any 
temptations, .' But the words ſeem ta pre- 
ſcribe the ſame remedy againſt raſh vawey, 
'as before again(t other haſty addrefſesunto 
God, verſ,” 3. There is a Tewaw vere in 
the conjun&ion copulative , as elſewhere, 
Gen. 43. 8. &. 25. 34... Theplural& 
vanitates, 1s a8 Much, as plurima vanitar, 
oreat vanity, ot many vanities.4/. as Ptay;1, 
-20. Wiſdoms, ( 3.) principal or excellent 
wiſdom, 1(a.64-6. Our righteouſneſſes, (4) 
, moſt righteous aCtion, Gen. 19. 11, Blind: 
neſſes, (i.): Thick and through blindnefle; 
Pfal.45.15. With gladoeſles, (3.) with great 
gladneſs; 2 Pet,3.11. what manner of per- 
ſons ought me to be int holy converſations and 
- godlineſses, (i.) In all manner of, holy :can- 
verſation and godlineſs':: Cant. 5,16, Hi 
palate 15 ſweetneſſes, and he is altogetheror 
every whit of him:is defires, (i.) Moſi 
ſweet, and moſt defirable : Dan. 9.23. A 
man of defires, (z.) Greatly deſired, ot be- 
loved: Iſai. 53. 3. A man of farrows,-(4.) 
- Falt of” ſorrows. oondy of non cigt 

- | but fear thug GddJ This is the remedy © 
all yanities in Worſhip, to ferve God 1athet 
with inward reverence and fear, then with 
raſh, haſty, many, formal,empty expreſſions, 
; The fear of God'is the f6undatian of all haly 
duties ,; Chap. 22.13, 1. 294135 iDevt 
28, 
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28.58. Mal, 1.6. Heb, 12.28, 29. 

V, 8. If then ſeeſt the. oppreſſion of the 
poor, and violents8&c,) The connexion of 
theſe words with the former, ſends thus ; 
The fear of God doth many times expoſe 
Men unto injury and violence, and that eve- 
ry where, all a Province and-Country over, 
and that not onely from ordinary perſons, but 
from great men, and that without rgmedy 
becauſe, if haply they have recourſe unto 
judgment and juſtice for eaſe, even they 
ftinde wreſting, perverting, diſtorting of ju» 
Rice : So that a mans tranquility in this life, 
may ſeem to be but little mended by Piety 
and fear of God, whereby he is in danger of 
being reduced to poverty and diftreſs, Thiy 
is a (tumbling-block, which may cauſe men 
to be offended at the waies of God,  Matth. 
11.5,6. & 13,21, Gal,5.1T, and good men 
have tumbled at it, Pſal,73,12,13, Againft 
this temptation, he here ſubjoyns a ſeaſon= 
able antidote, they ſhould nothe much ata 
zed {t it, but rather comfort themſelyes,that 
there lyeth an appeal to a higher Court, 
where they fhall certaiply be righted, and 
their innocency vindicated. If thou ſeeft 
the oppreſſion of the poor; and that ſach op= 
preſſion, as that thon haft no remedy - againſt 
it, butitis powerfal enough to wry and: per- 
vert jadgment: And yet further, no eſcape 

H from 
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from it; but it meets with thee all the Nation 
.or Province over, *If you ſee a poor, man 
that fears -God, not onely ſuffer under the 
meannels of his condition, but under traud, 
- calumny, rapine, violence, where ever he 
_ goes; as Ezek.18.12,18, Job 20,19, Mic, 
3.2, Job 24.2—12. & 19,7,8. Pſal.74,20, 
Jer.6.6,7. & 20,8, Ezek.8,17, 
waryel not at the matter | Be not amazed 
or altoniſhed at it: ſo much the ward wun- 
ports, Iſa,T3.8. Jod 26.11, Think itnota 
ſtrange thing, 1 Pet. 4, 12 Donot thirk 
bardly of God, nor diſtruſt his Providence,a 
grow weary of his ſervice, What wonder at 
all is it to ſee power cruſh poverty; or wick» 
edneſs ſuppreſs Piety ? Pal. 37.8, 9, 
at the matter] Or,at the will, or purpoſe, 
to wit, of God, in ſufferivg, and ordering 
this thing : for theſe things happen-not with- 
out his appointment and providence, Hab.z if | 
I2, I(a,10.5. Pſal.17,13. j 
for be that ts higher then the higheft rel « 
gardethgand there be higher then they.) High-Wl | 
er, viz., God, who is higher : the relative} T 
without the antecedent, which is very uſual :} s; 
or, The High from above; The High re- 
#2rdeth it. It.ſcemeth to be a vehement and 
emphatical Anadiplofis : the ſame word sf x 
uſed-for fromabove; Gen,27.39, &-49. 25] © 
Thus kind of elegant and emptatical repeti« 
£10n 


"£.* 


'S. the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, I6S 
tion" is frequent in the Scriptiire, Pſal, 22. 1, 
Jer.7.4, & 22,29, Ezek,21.27. 2 Sam,18, 
'33,'1 Reg,18,39, Judg.5,30, Plal, 93, 4, 
6,6, X124,1,2, Hoſ,4,2,Dan,10.19, And 
2cc0:ding to this ſenſe,” God is (aid in a way 
of Judgment to-look down from neaven up= 
on the violence of great men, and to ſpeas 
from thence in his wrath unto them, Pſal, 2. 
4,5.&1t.4,5,6. Ex00,2,23,24. 1 Sall;9, 
16, Plal,93,4, Or, He thit ts higher thes 
the High, God, who is the High above all 
the Earth, the High and Mighty One, above 
the Poteritates of the Wurld, who are called 
High ones, I(a,24,11, Iſa. 2,11,12, 2 $2m, 
23.1, He that is King of kings, avd Lord of 


| lords, Higher then the Kings of the earthy 


Pal, 89:27. | | 
regerdeth ] Odbſerveth the violence of 
proud men to avenge it, Or keepeth the 
moe who are opprefled by them, Ifa. 3, 14, 
tov,22,2232 3, Pal. 10,12——19, & x1, 
$, & 68.5, 72,14, | 

, and there le higber then they] Nainely, 
The Holy Angels, who are fentforth for the 
g00d of fie Charch, Heb, x. 24, who pitch 
their tents about believers,and xreGuardians 
over then, Pſal, 34,7. & 91,11. who dehold 
the face of God as, Miniſters rexdy to-exe- 
cat©His coryrhandg4n behalf of them, Matth, 
18:16." Whoſe oe: God.is pleafed toute 
2 in 
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in the puniſhment of Tyrants, and ſ(ubver- 
'Gon of States, Iſa.,37.36. Act.12.23. 
V. 9. Moreover, the prifit of the earth 
for al] Here he returneth to confider the 
vanity of all kind of Riches; amongſt which, 
though ſome are to be preferred before 
others, as namely corn and cattel, which are 
the profits of the earth, yet both the one and 
the other are unable to make the poſſeſſors 
of them happy. Yet withaſl, the words 
may ſeem to have ſome relation to what vent 
before, namely, That God in his providence 
hath ſo ordered things in the civil body, That 
the Head canpit ſay to the Foot, I bave n 
need of thee : the King himſelf wanteth the 
help, and cannot ſabfiſt without the labour 
of poor men, and that may be a check uni 
oppreſſion and violence. | 
the prefit of the earth is for all] Or, aboy 
all other profit. He commendeth husbandry 
confiſting in tillage and grazing, above 
other wayes Gf gain, as extending to the 
neceſſary ſupply of all men whatſoever ; f6 
bread is.the ftaffe of life, Iſa, 3.1. Gen. 41 
55, Prov.34.27. & 27.23,24. & 31, 16 
Adam even'in Innocency was to have dre 
ſed the earth, Gen.2.15. There is an @& 
cellency or profit of the earth, in, or abox 
all. The ſabRantive is put for an_adje&ive 
of the ſaperlative degree ; as Geh. 12.2 
Pial.a1.7. & 88. 9.Cant.5;16. ** 
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the King himſelf is ſerved by the field )O:, 
the King himſelf'is for the field. : or the King 
is ſerved for the fields ſake, that under him 
men may quietly labour and eat the fraits ot 
the earth: or the King himſel* dreflzth his 
field, is as it were a ſervantto his field to 
order and husband it, It Iyes on him to take 


, care of woman g that he and his people 


maybe nouriſhed, The moſt Gmple mean-' 
mg is to ſhew, that from the meaneſt to the 
reateſt, the fruits of the earth are neceſlary 
or every mans ſupportance, Therefore 
Joſeph reſerved the fafth of the fruits of the 
Earth for Pharaoh, Gen, 47.24. and it is re- 
corded for the commendation of King Uz- 
ziah , that he was a lover of Husbandry, 
2 Chron.26,10, 

V. 10, He that loveth fifver ſhall nat Þe 
ſatisfied with filyer x nor be that loveth aban- 
dance mith increaſe | This may de under- 
Rood either Abſolutely by itſelf, to ſet forth 
the unſatiable greedineſs of covetous wret=- 
ches, whoſe defires are like the grave, and 
never ſay, /t is enough, Habak. 2. 5,6, 8,9. 
Ifa.5.8. or Comparatively, with relation to 
What was (aid before, There-is a profit and 
real benefit which the Earth bringeth- un- 
to' thoſe that Iabour about it bit mone 
though'a man increaſe it never ſo much, 
and though it appear never ſo lovely 
H 3 unt@ 
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unto him, yet it.cannot of it ſelf ſatisfie.qny 
Cefire of Nature; if a man be hyngry, wil 


bk, L | j of C 

" cannot feed him”, "f naked, it canndt cloath-M n 
kim ; if cold, it cannot warm, him ; if ſick, iſ tf 
it cannot recover him. - As it 38 an inſti. »o 


ment of traffick, which anſwereth unto ALM 1: 
tbings, Eccleſ.10.19, Soit maybe a de-Y 
fence to a man, Chap. 7,12, and may pro- | wy 
vide othe;- range. {2 birm, | But if God Bf a1 
Mould withhold the fruits of the =#2;.a00 8 
forbid that to bring them. farth, abundance 0, re 
wealth would be as.uſeleſs as ſo many.Roness if ef 
6 man bath no.good of money; . nor of other 
wades, ſurther.then,they, purchaſe qr manage 
$or us therauts of the eaptny,g 5/1 fg 
The later clauſe-fome tays render it, Hg 
that loveth it, ſhall not have any tmerea/e bys 
or in the abundance thereof. Increate here, 
is a word which fignificth Increaſe of the 
earth, {ach fruits as may be eaten :; and mo-. 
Bey 18.n0t fruftxe dates; though it, come.out 
of the earth,. But the; prefix. I' ſet. before, 
theword Abandance being (ometimes a note. ſÞ 97 
of the Accufative' caſe; and. expreſling the'Ff 3- 
objeg of an Aion, we may well-record KEE . 
as it 18 3n our Verſion; He that loveth abun} ©* 
dances, 28 Genz34t. & 37 3. Prov.gy gl fY 
Multizade,pr Abundance, here, ig. taker; inf 
the ſame kind, for gathered wealth,: a8 Plug ft 
37+16þ {} wg 5 q  Cryurs all 
e423 V.11, 


x 
. _ - 
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Wil  V. 11, #hen goods increaſe, they aro ins 
nl reafed that eat thew] He ſhewed the va- 
6M nity of the love of money , here he ſhewes 


the vanity of Husbandry and great peflefſi- 
1». ons ; or elſe goeth on upon occaſion ot the 
(LY laſt words, be that loveth abundance, ſhat 
= if 16+ le ſatisfied with increaſe ;; becauſe as his 
= | wealth increaſeth, his charge and family, 
q. 8 2nd friends, and retinge will increafe_ like- 
«CE wiſe, The :poſſeſfour-can have no more 
real good , nor ſatisfa&ion from his-great 
6 | eftate, then-his-ſervants-have, mary hands 
ex Þ muſt be ſet on work, aud conſequently ma» 
6 ny bellies filled, many backs cloathed, and 
-» | they all have their. real ſhare as fully, as. he 
{| himſelf in the things which he pofſeſeth z no 
man had greater experience of this then Sq- 
e, | lomon, of whoſe numerous Pamily, and large 
18 | expences we read, x Reg. 4.22,26, Sowe 
«© read of the great Family of Abraham, Gen. 
un 1474: 
TY and what goed, or what profit ts there to the 
e | owners thereof } Chap. 1,3." & 2.14, & 
a #8 3. 9. | 
ie ſaving the benolding of them with their 
| eyes 2] He hathno advantage above others, 
&;{ ſave that he ſees themeeat that, the property 
ml Vhereof-is his : and this is ſome good +, for 
hk} it iga more bleſſed thing to give, then to re- 
ceive, At, 20, 35, or, be canovely pleaſe 
H 4 him- 
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as his ovn, mhereas the real benefit which 
they yield, wdoth accrae unto others as well 
as to himfelf, And if his eye have any ads 
vantage above his ſervants 1n this reſpe&, 
Theirs have an advantage above his in ang- 
ther; for they are refreſhed with ſweet fleep, 
Which his are uſually deprived of. 

V.12, The ſleep of « labouring man} Ot 
of 2 ſervant,or of him that tilleth the ground, 
or 1s converſant about any painful trade and 
work, Gen. 4.2. 2 Sam.9.1o, Prov,12,11,; 
-1a.19.9, 

& ſmee: } Whether he eat little or much; 
If he eat hitcle,his labour cauſeth ſweet ſleep; 
If much, his healthineſs and ftrength caufing 
g00d concoRtion, doth not ſuffer his ſleeptg 
be diſquieted with crude and offenfive vas 
pours. Beſides labour taking up the minds, 
doth free it from thoſe careful thoughts and 
covetings Which are uſually the hinderersof 
ſweet lleep. | 

but the abundance of the rich will not ſuffer 
bins to ſleep] This may be underſtood either 
of abundance of wealth,with the many cares, 
bufinefles, fears, troybles, which are conſe- 
quent thereupon, Gen,41.29, Prov. 3. 10; 
Luke 12.16,17, or offulneſs of dyet, glut- 
toy and exceſs of delicious fare, which cats 


feth diltempers,and ſo hindereth (leep. This} 


ſeemeth 


himſelf with. looking on his land on moneys 


4 » im 4 
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ſeemeth: rather to be intended; (becauſe he 
mentjoned eating before}. and*'fa to be*qi-" 
re&ed'2priaftrich Gluttons; who ſpend their" 
time in riot, feaſting and exceſs, and ſo oyer-" 
charge Nature with intemperance, beyon1 
its ſtrength, Luke 16:19, & 21.34. which 
cauſeth indigeſtion and malignant vaponrs 
whereby leep' is removed or difquieted, 
Eccleſ.8.16,Proy.q.16,17.and this 15 a great” 
vexations for ſweet ſleep is a bleſſing of God 
to man, Pſal.1 27.2. Prov,3:24- 

V.13. There is a fore evil nhich [ bave 
ſeen nnder the Sun] An evil that caufeth*- 
Sickneſs, a very grievous and ditter evil: Or 
an Evil falling.on men, Chap.6.2.» 

' richer kept for the owners thereof to their 
hart | Prov. x. 19, Either being unto them 
occaſions of fin, & fugg of Inft,caufing pride, 
vanity, oppreſſion, violence, gaming, glut- 
tony, idleneſs, exceſs, Hab, 2.9,10, Like 
12.15—21, 1 Ti1m.6.9,10, Luke 16.1 9. 
Deatr.6.11,412, & 8.10,11,12. Prov.30.9. 
Fam 2:6; 7. &.5.3-—6. or elſe expoſing 
them nnto envy and danger, to rapine and” 
violence, Prov.13.8. 2 Reg.25.6,7,9,12- 


V.14. But thoſe riches periſh by evil wa- 
vel] Or, with much-afflition, Either by '. 
their own ;3mprovidence, imprudence, laxa- 
ry,F&e, ot by the fraud, circumvention: And | 

H x5 violencs 


caxiages in trading :,0x.by ſame. ſecret bla 
an 5 ay od Prov. 23+.5- and K+ 
after much travel and-toyl co get. them, attex 
muc" ſollicitnde and anxious care ,to. keep 
them, after much providence and tenderneſs. 
towards his children to lay, up for then. 


he begetteth a ſon, and thers @ pwihing in, | 
100, 


bis hand] Ocy.in his power and . poſſeſſion; 
Dan.2.38. Joh.3.35. 1; Reg. 20.6, 1.Chy, 
29.12. his band, (i.) either the fathers, to. 
to leave unto the ſon 3 or the ſons, to inherit 
'4t after his father, | 
V.15. As te came forthof his mothers 
wersb, nakgd [halt be return 0.. go a4 be cams|, 
Though he could ſecure all his wealth, from 
periſhing, yet he himſelf maſt leave; them, 
and go out of the World as naked as he 
came into it, And that which hath no power 
to free us from death,to comfort us in death, 
to go with us anto another World after death, 


1s no foundation of happineſs or ſplid. trane: 


quillity, Job 1,21, Pſal,49.17, 1 Tim. 6:7. 
Luke 12.20,21. | 


. 
# 


to go] (i.) Todye, Chap. 6.4. Job 16. 
$3. P{/.39.1 \ Phil,1.23. Return, Viz. (0 | 
the Womb of che common mother, the earth, F 


Fob. 1.21, Eccleſ,13,7, 


and ſhall rake, nothing of bes labour] Thay | 
is, o*h;s eftit2 gitten by bard Tabor, Chaps: Þ 
| 190 | 
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violence of others, .qr þy. caſualties and miſs 
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2.19, Prov.5.10, Deut. 28. 33. which he 
may carry amay, or cauſe to go along with 
him, in his hand. He cannot carry ſo much 
as one handful of all that he hath with him, 


V.16, And this alſo is a ſore evil] As 
before, verſ. 13, That though his Riches 
haply are not kept for his hurt ;_ nor do not 
periſh in- his time, yet they will not at- all 
keep him from death, nor profit him mn it. 
Riches will not profit in the day of wrath, 

that in all points as be came, [o ſhall he 


go] His death and his birth are over againſt 


one apother in an exact proportion. 

and what prefit hath he that hath Jaboured 
for the wind ? ] Forthat which will not flay, 
which cannot be held faſt, which 1s empt- 
neſs and very vanity, So wordg of wind, 
are empty and vain words, Job 16,5. A man 
walking in wind, that is, a ſying Prophet, 
Mic.2.1t. {Otorrap 4 whirlwind, Hoſ. 8.7. 
to fill che belly with the eaft wind, Job 15. 
2. t0 inherit wind, Prov. 11, 29, to bring 
forth wind, Iſa,26.18. To feed upon wind, 
Hoſ.12.1, To ſpeak intothe ayr, r' Cor.14. 
9. To beat the ayr, x Cor. 9. 16. Are ex- 
preſſions of very vain and fruitleſs enterpri- 
zes, Here money 1s compared to wind 
The one hath wings to fly away with, Prov. 
23-5, {0 hath the-other, Pal, 104, 3. The 
one 
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oe cannot be held, Proy. 392.4. neither can 
the other, 1 Cor.7:31. 

V. 17, A! bis dayes alſo be eateth in 
darkneſſe, and' bath much ſorrow and wrath 
with bis jickneſſe.] Or , according to the 
words in their order, thus, Aſs all bis dayes 
be eateth in darkneſſe, and much ſorrow, and 
bis ſickneſſe, -and wrath. . A further vanity 
of Riches in the hands of a covetous world- 
ling, he denies himſelf 2 full, free, and com- 
fortable enjoyment of outward things, he 
cannot unbend himſelf from his earking 
cares even when he goes to eat, but as he 
gets, ſo he uſeth and enjoyeth his wealth in 
darkneſs, 5, e. (for the words following: are 
E xegetical) in ſorrow, and wrath, even unto 
yery ſickneſs. | 

All bis dayes he eateth in darkneſs] It may 
be underſtood either literally, that he doth 
ſolengthen out his labo:n, and grudge to 
ſpare himſelf any times evan of neceſſary re- 
treſhmenr, as thit he deferreth eating tull it 
be dark, and till he can work no longer. Os 
rather Metaphorically, he eateth without any 
pleaſure, and with much trouble and anxiety 
of minde ; ſo much darkneſs commonly ime 
porteth, 112,49.9,10. & 50.10, Mic.7,$. 


and bath much ſorrow ] Or, indignation, 
The yord in {ome Copies. (as the Learned 


pbſerve) 
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obſerve) is read with the points of a noun 
in others, of a vetb, and ſo they render it, 
multuw iraſcitur, Or indignatur, ie 18 very 
angry, or he ſorroweth much, and hah fick- 
neſs, and wrath, The meaning (as I con- 
ceive) is, be eateth in darkneſs, baſely, and 
wretchedly, as a flave to his riches, he 
torms, grieves, frets, is even ſick with an. 
ger and yexation, at the-expences he is put 
unto in keeping but a mean anda ſordid Ta- 
ble, The Greek by 2 very eafie miſtake in 
the lerters which are much alike,read it thus, 
All bis dayes he is in darknefſe, 4 & winder, 
and in mourning, and in ſorrow, and in fick= 
neſſe, and in wrath. His ſickneſs, for, he 
hath fickneſs. The Affx is uſed for the'fe- 
parateand abſolute pronoun , as Pſal, 125. 
7. Ezek.29.3.. Our reading, He bath ſor- 
row and arath with bis fickneſſe, (where the 
conjunRion copulative 18 rendred by the 
prepoſition [ »izb] as ſometimes elſewhere, 
t Sam.14.18.) ſeemeth to intimate ſuch''a 
ſenſe as this, All his dayes,or while helives, 
he eats in ſorrow, and when he falls fick,and 
38 in danger of death, he hath much wrath 
and indignation in his fickneſs, for fear of 
parting from his wealth, which he ſo-dearly 
loyeth, and hath ſo hardly. laboured for. - -; 

V.18, Behold, that which 1 have ſeen, 
It is good and comely,&C.} Here is ſopjoyny 


£30 | Annotations on Chap.s. * 
ed aremedy of this Vanity, ſetting forth the 
right uſe of riches, to take away all this ſinful 
anxiety Which 1s converſant. about them + 
whichis: in the fear of God comfortably. to 
enjoy his 200d bleſſings, without afflicting 
our ſelves for.the future,but cafting our cares 
upon him, who careth for us. 

that which 1 bave ſeen, is this] He ſpeaks 
eth out of experience, . and upon exat Rudy 
and inquiry after the truthy as 1 Joh,1.1,3, 
$ob- I, 14. Chap 1. 13, & 2.24, & 3. 


-1t js proband comely} Good and comfor- 
table to a man himſelf, Comely, decent, 
honoarable,and of good report toward others. 
Qr,: there 13-a good which 1s alſo comely, 
Or; it is good, yea, it 8 comely, Or, Be- 
hold I have. ſeen that which is good, that 
which is comely. The like manner of ex- 
prefſton, x Sam. 15. 20. Pſal. 10, 6, Teach- 
ang 19 1n- Our converiation, T7. To look unto 
that which is'pood in itTelf, and then to that 
which isdecent towards” the world, Phil, 4, 

that 4 wan tat and-drink, and enjoy goed 

of all bis labour] Or, In all his labours, to 

fweeten his labours with a comfortable frai- 

tion of the fruit of them. Ofall his labours, 

ſorhe: Prepecſition I is uſed, to fienifie as 

muck as Ex 0D Ex0d.12. 43. : 
il 
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all the dayes of bis life which God giveth 
him] 'When God. gives life, tyeſhould not 
deny the comforts of it to purſelves; 

. for it is "bis portion] All the good he can 
ever bave from them : A metaphor from di- 
yvigon of heritances ; or f:om diſtibution of 
meat at a.feaſt, Ir isthat which.God hath 
allotied;him; of all: his labour, | But-withel, 
he muſt-zewember, that. God /allowes :him 
bye apart ;- God himſelf, and the poor; and 
his family, country, friends, , challenge part 
likewiſe in thoſe goods, wherewith God hath 
blefled him, Proy. 3. 8, 1 Cor. 9.13, 24, 
I Cor.16, 2. Gal. 6.6, 10, '2 Cor. 12, 14+ 
I Tin;5. 8. Iſai. 23, 18, il bod 

V. ig. Every wan alſo to whom:Ged:bath 
given, &c, Peres onely a forther infifting 
on the ſame argument ; .as Chap, 2..24. & 
3-13. & $6.2. He ſhews, 1, That God 
givesns-our wealth, Deut, 8. 18, 2, That 
he gives us dominion over our wealth, that 
ye-may not be captivated uptoit'; every 
man i$a:ſlave to his eſtate further then God 
ſets them free, 3. Wherein this powers 
ſtands ; 1, in uſing it, to eat thereof , 2, in 
ufing it proportionable to his condition , 08 
as Divines ſpeak, Secundur decentiam'(fatan 
this; thr "Wh bis portion ; 3. Touſe itwith 
fiyitzen; and cheerfalnefle, to rejoyce in its 
I Tim,6.17, 4, Not to let his joy ſwallow 

| up 
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up his duty, nor his delight his labour, but to 
ſweeten his labour with joy, and to moderats 
his joy with labour, Eph.4.28.:7. 5. -To uſe, 
and to. enjoy his own, the fruit of his -own 
labour, not tobe burdenſom or-injurious unts 
others, 2. Theff;3.1 2. | 

V. 20, For be ſball not-wwnch remember 
the dayes of bis life Some make the -ſenfe 
to bexbus, Although he give-hotmach, of 
atthough it be not much-which God hath” gi- 
ven, {which ſenſe the diſtinguiſhing Accent 
doth ſomewhat favour) yet he thall remem- 
ber, [that all his life long, God ſweetneth 
that little unto-him with the joy of his heart; 
And a little with yoy and cheerfulneſs, and 
Gods bleſſing, is better then much-riches of 
the ungodly, Pla}, 37.16, Prov. 17.1; Luk. 
I2,15.. Prov.15.17. Dan.1,35.' But our 
Tranſlation preferreth another ſenſe, which 
ſeems moſt conſonant to the drift of the 
place, He that in this manner, doth: cheer-- 
tally enjoy the bleſſings which God :givgs 
him, ſhall not, with much ſorrow oriweart-! 
nefs, remember the troubles of his life ; nei- 
ther ſhall his labour be very irkſome or grie- 
yous unto him, becauſe the Lord doth anſwer 
kim, or doth proportionably unto his labors, 
xeturn' comfort ;to: him in the joy of his 
heart, inthe joyful and contented fruition of 


them, , | 
becarſe 
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brcanſe God anſwereth him 1s the joy of his 
heart] Anſwereth all his Iabonr with joy, 
eiveth him ſuch-joy of heart, as is a full com- 
penſation for all his Iabour. As money is 
ſaid to anſwer unto all things, #n a propor- 
tionable value to them all, Eccl. 10. 19. fo 
ſhall his joy bear a full yalue to all the labonr 
which was taken for it. Other expofitions 
there are, but this is moſt gennine and na- 
tural. PP 


CHAP, VI, 


N this Chapter is continued a farther de- 

ſcription obthe common vanity of riches, 
iv the hands of a covetous perſon. Hes here 
ſet forth, 33 

Firſt, By the good things which he hath 
I. Riches in abundance, -riches and wealth. 
2. Honour, and both tothe uttermoſt_of hig 
defires,verſ.2. 3. Many Children. 4. Ma- 
ny years, 2 great old age, verſ.3,6. '- 

Secondly, By his miſery,which makes all 
that vain unto him. Tt, God gives him not 
power to enjoy it, 2. A ftrangereateth ir. 
3, His Soul is not filled with.good. 4. He 
hath no burial, verſ.2,3. 


Thirdly, the cenſure of all this : 1. Ab-: 


ſolutely, 2. Comparatively, Abſolutely ; 
It is firſt, an evil , ſecondly, a common evil; 
thirdly, 


783 . "efnpudtions 68 
thirdly, a ranity,; fourthly, a difeaſe, verſ, 2, 
2, . Comparatively, an untimely birth, ot 
abortive is better; For, 1. He isborn dead, 
and ſo free from ſenſe of miſeries, which the 
other diſcraciated himfelf-withal. 2. He 
departs in.darkaeſs, without the loſs of light 
and comfort, which.the other denies-unto 
himſelf. ..3, His, names covered 1n dark» 
neſs, the others. name: 39 0dious, .verſ, 4; 
4. He hath not ſeen the Sun,nor known any 
thing : the other hath indeed ſeen the Sun, 
but hath ſeen nogood, nor known anything 
but forrow and vexation, and at laſt goes to 
the ſacre place, verf.5.,6, This vanity he furs 
ters. opens;?' ER: COT)? . 

*Pirſtz By: the narrow aſe of Riches, .and 


all the labour converſant about them, it 


termihates inthe body ; it cannot ſatiate the 


minde nor appetite ; that is, if evil and co- 
yetous,inſatiable ; if wiſe and prudent,above 
fatsfaian by theſe things, verC, 7, © That 
they cannot fatisfie.the minde, appears, be- 
cauſe: then wiſe men: might'find out ſotne 
mare good-in them then fools ; butthe wiſeft 
can have no more out of them, then for their 


mouths, and fo have fools, and the pooreſt 
men that know hoy to live, as well as 'the | 


richelt; val. 8, | 
Secondly, By the vanity of wandring and 


endleſſe defares; the wiſe, the fooliſh, the | 


rich, 


Cap.6? 


Cc 
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rich, the pqor have things prefent and neceſ- 
ſary, ſo longs they live,; they haye; enough 
to that uſe ; and this js areal frun,much bet- 
ter,,then to let.the heart wander and weary: 
it ſelEjn endleſs defires, verſ:2.. © 
Thirdly, By the impoſſibility of mending, 
2 mans condition by theſe things, os of. rat- 
fing him above the fate of mortality and in- 
firmity. - A. man will be but a Tyr hon Tighy 
ſogrex he be,and all his wealth will not guard 
him againſt the evils .ingjdent tq-humapityg; 
Yeiſ.1o, He. will beflill never-the better 
ſuch. things, as do but gncreale vanity, verl. 
+ | Cm N 
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make the beft-uſh-of things,:and ,tordſolve 
himſelf, whethet 4 great,or 2-moderate.eftite. 
[be better.for him ;-eſpecially confidering the: 
ſhattriefle of+his- life, andthe ignorance of: 
what will become of bis Eftate.or Family af- 
terhe is. gone, verſ;12. '! /Thus we may con-" 
nex-the two-laſ Verſes, with the Argument: 
of thoſe defare : /orrather we may take them! 
for a general concluſion of all the precedent 
vanities,fance ſo many things there are which 
increaſe vanity, what is man the better for 
ther, verC,tt. For firſt, amoneſt them all, : 
ne can hardly know what 1s goot for frimſetf. : 
2. If be Yo,: he tan enjoy: that\good but a 
tile while, his very life {the beſt outward 
| bleſſing 
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the miſery of a diſcontented covetous diſpo- 
ion, and that it 194 ſpectal oift of Godt 
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bleffing he hath) is vain, and but a ſhadon 
3. When his life is over, he ſhall be neveg 
the better for any thing which comes aft 
him. 4. Neither can he pleaſe himſelf with 
the fore-fight of what ſhall be after him, be- 
cauſe he cannottell it to himſelf, neither 
can any man elſe declare it to him. 


Verſ. 1, "Þ Here is an evil which I bavt 
{ren nnder the San] He (hems 


deſtow upon a man the ſyeet enjoyment of 
outward bleſſings, which wheo he bath, beif 
»pt enough eo deriy thro himſelf, 5 

' and tt is common amongft wen} Or mul 
and great, Covetouſneſs 18 both a great m| 
and yet 2 very uſual and frequent fingthat it 
to be met with , in all parts of the habitabl 


world, where ever the Sun riſeth and ſetteth, 


Fhe commonneſs of fin, doth not at all ext& 
nuate the greatneſle of it, but rather ageraw- 
te the ſame, Pſal;14. 2.3. Jer. 5. 1.5, i 
V.2. 4 man to whow God bath given, &c.| 
There is a man, who hath all things thit 
heart can deſire, riot onely riches, but ſub- 
Rince'of all ſorts, larids,moveabtes, with'h0- 
nour and greit place, 2'Chron. 1.27, 12; * 
ſo that' he 'manteth nothing for bis ſoul 
all that be defirnth]} He is — 
efti- 
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deſtitute of any thing which his ſoul can 
wiſh for ; his ſubſtance extends toall juſt 
ard large deſres ; it cannot, be exhaufted or 
worn out, Deut. 8.9. Iſa.51.14. x Reg.r7. 
16. He ſpeaketh not of the boundleſs defires 
of covetous men, which are never ſatisfied ; 
but of the juſt defires, which a man of dig- 
nity and honour could have, in order to the 
decency of his eftate, and to the quality of 
def is place. He.cannot ratiovally wiſh. tos 
5 any thing towards the ſatisfaQion of his jaſt 
, C defires, which his eſtate will not plentifully 
rf ford bim; Pial.73.7. Luk.12,17,18, Job 
21.7—13, Pſal.17.,14. Ail this a coves 

” | tous wretch 15 ſaid to have from God, notin 
a way of bleſſing, as if God did profper and 
cl 2PPprove of his ſordid,or finful waies of gain 
"8 but in a way onely of providence, his Sun 


he ſhining on the juſt and unjuſt, Matth. 5. 
_ yet God giveth bim not power to eat there= 
of] Chap.5. 183,19. To eat of them,import- 

Vs | 
= <tha moderate ard-prudent uſe of them, for 
e] neceſſity and delight, taking a mans own 


portion ; this is a ſpecial curſe and judge= 
þ ment of God, when a man hath not an heart 
"| toenjoy the bleſſi: 25 which God:beſioweth 
| on him: ,as the coutrary-is a bleſſing from 
' | God, Chap.5.19, 

of » but. franger 14ateth they.) One: that: 


M1 


— 


288 - Annotations on Caf 
innorelation of neetneſs, blood, friendſhy 
to him + or -an- enemy, Who ſpotleth a 
'-plandreth him of them. This 1s noted'iy 
great afflition, Hoſ.,7.9, Deut.28.33, Iſa;t, 
2.'Lan.5.2;:Jer.5.17. Herethe Lear 
odſerve a diffetence, between a mains oh 
uſe of his 'goods and-a firangers ; for ht 
himſelf doth but eat of them ; but a ftrang 
eateth them,” - The former noteth care, tc 
deratiof, {providence : 'The- later, cruel 
#nd devouting; without pity without me 
_ ture. - i 

This it 4 varity, and an evil diſeaſe] Ne 

eiy a fraitleſſe thing, but a very grievors 
trouble, when a man by fordid thonghts,baſt 
nefs of ſpirit,” unquiet' and inceflant cares, 
greedy deſires; difttuRſal jealoufies,anxidy 
fears, thronging imploymients, keeps himſMl 
trom taking: any delight in his abunda 
and pierceth himſelf through with divers fc 
rows, 1 Tim: 6, 10, 4 
V.3. If-a man beget ay banired childrin 
He :ſpake before of one, who had none 
ſteeeed”* him an his eſtate, bit a firanger; 
here, he ſhews the miſery of a covetous 'Þ 
ſon to be as great, though he have many chibF 
dren,and live many years, Theſe be gre 
fer dlefſings'm themſelves, Pfrlm 1 27; 3] 
5. therefore nile were called'the gto 
of theit Patetis 


wy 


r 
9, 11, Job 5225, 20." 
Ppal 
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Plal, 21.5. & 128, 6. But covetouſneſſe 
takes away .the comfort of them. 
a4 bundred cb:/d4ren] Very many; a cet= 
tain namber for 'an uncertain ;'as 1 Cor; 14. 
I9. Prov, 17. 10.1. Sam1s8, 7, 
wany years, ſo that the dayes of bis years 
be many] He ſeemeth, ſpeaking of long life, 
to corre himſelf, and call it rather wany 
dayes, then many years : ſoGen. 47.9: * 
and his ſoul le nit filled with good | Ot, 
ſatisfied with g:od. Enther mregard& of tris” 
own inſatiable defires, or of ſome curſe of 
God, mixing biternefle therewith ; as Chap. 
5.10, Job 9.25. By his ſol, 1s meant Th 
Arvupyrinty, his appetite and: defires | -as 
Gen. 34. 0, I, $2, 20, 4. Pſal. 163, 6. O- 


8 chers, underſtand this ofthe vanity of chile 


4 dren .and old age without riches, when 


man 15 ſo poor, that he hath nothing to ſatis- 
fie naturewhile he lives, and cannot leave e= 
nough to bury him when he is dead Which 


| ſenſe is tonched at in-the Contents of the 


Chapter, mn our Englifh Bibles, thheD 
and 4lſd that be bave-m burial} Either 
tough cruelty of. murtherers & fpoylers, or 


-\#thr0ugh negledt of heirs and ſucceſſors, who 


7 


26+ 37+ Ifai. 14 20, Jer. 8,2 & 16, 4. & 
1 


ſal 


deny him an honourable interment; © Tt'is a 
part of hamane -miſery to be withomthurial, 
Deut, 28, 26; 1:Reg, 14. 1H; 13; 2 Reg: 


2, #9, 2 Chcon, 21, 19, 
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I ſay, that an nntimely birth is better 
thes he]In regard of outward reſpeRts, never 
to have. fe{t good or evil,not to be born atall, 
or to be born and die at once, then to live ſj; 
long in miſery, and then dye without love a 
honour from any. Hereby is noted the baſe 
condition of ſuch a perſon, who 1s worſe 
then an untimely birth, which hath not hal ,, 
the ordinary comfort of the meaneſt living .,, 
creatures, to ſee the Sun, Job 3.10,11,12, 


16. Plal.5 8.8. ba 

. V. 4. For be cometh in with vanity] (il 6, 

' He ts born, Job 1.21, Joſh.r.9. To no put ry 
299 That which never comes to perfeiong 7 
ut melteth and vaniſheth aways ſoon ail th. 

18 born, is born in vain. | anc 

.” and departeth in darkneſſe] Or, into dal g; 
n&le, or, obſcurely without any notice. ; 
Periphrafis of death, Eccl.11.8. live 


bis name ſhall be covered with dark 
eſſe] 4. ) Shall utterly be forgotten ,; therfoc, 
ſhall never be any mention of him. 

V. 5. bath not ſeen the Sun] Job 3.10 
Hath not felt any worldly delight, Wtwe 
therefore is not affteted with the loſs 
ik, 


. nor known\ Flath had no uſe, either @, 
ſenſe orreaſon, and ſo cannot compare ii 
evil of loſs with the good of fruntion. 
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this hath more reſt then the other | For he 
reſts immediately trom the womo, whereas 
a covetous man lives a toyiſome and unguet 
life, and then parts with all, unwillingly, in» 
to the condition of the abortive. 

V. 6, Yea,tbough be live a tho:ſand years 
twice told] Whereas it might be objeced, 
that the one hath lived a long life, aiid that 
alone is a bleſſing ; and therefore 1n that re- 
ſpeQ,he is to be preferred before anuntime- 
ly birth. He anſwereth, That long life, wich- 
out ſeeing good, doth bat lengthen ot miſe- 
ry ; It isnot the life, but the good, which 
makes a ſolid difference, Pal, 34.12. elſe 
the evil of the day, Matth. 6. 34. makes day 
and life it ſelf undeſirable, Job 3, 20—23 
©97J-I, 2c 

Do not all ge to one place] As well he that 
hves longeſt, as he that never ſaw the Sun : 
Wand thongh one never ſaw the Sur yet if che 
Mother never ſaw good, but only weaties him- 
ſelf with ſorrowes and vanity, and goes to 
tthe fame dutt - What difference is there be- 

Stween them ? | 
s V.7. All the labour of man x for bis wonth, 
Rand yet the appetite is not fsi/ed] For his 
At ouch x For his bodily ſuBenance, and- the 
> ſervices of life, Here is firſt a Metonymie 
df the ſubje&, the mouth for the nour;ſh- 
Fment which is put intoit; and then a Sy- 
jd I necdoche, 
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necdoche, of the part for the whole, food 
being, though the principal, yet but one part 
of mans neceſflary proviſion , all which the 
Apaſtle comprizeth-in food and rayment, 
ITim. 6.3, All the real fruit which any 
man can reap of all his worldly labours, is #9 
have his daily bread, the bread of his allow- 
ance, or food convenient for him, Prov. 30, 
8, Things fimply neceſſary for life, and 
things ſecundarily neceflary for the decency 
of his condition, and proportion of his qua- 
lity and degree 1n the world, 

. Jet the appetite is not filled] (3.) Either 
the covetous defires of a worldling remain 
Nill inſatiable, he is not contented with his 
own portion, he cannot contain his hea 
within the limits of reaſon or religion ; but 
though he have abundantly ſufficient for all 
his wants, yet he toyleth Rill as if he had 
nothing, Chap.4.8. Orelſe, The'Soul is 
not filled ; riches may benefit the body, and 
feed, and eloath, and comfort that, but to 
the nobler part of man, they.can afford noſa 
tisfaQtion, they do not bear any -proportial 
atall. They cannot hofd the ſoul, Luk. 13, 
19,20. They cannot help the Soul in a da 
of trouble, Prov.11.4, Zeph. 1.18. - The 
Cannot fellow it into another World,Pſal.49 
17. They have ro ſuteableneſs, either jn ex 
cellency or duration unto it, WO 
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V. 8. br what bath: the wiſe mare then 
the fool, &c.]- This queſtionisa denyal, The 
Wiſe man hath nothing more then the fool. 
| Internal excellency there is in:wiſdom above 
UI folly, Chap. 2.13. Bat'here be ſpeaketh 
TE with relation to wealth, and the outward 
0Y events of things, in which regard, the Wiſe 
man hath no peculiar prerogative above the 
q fool. The one fares as deliciouſly, is cloa- 
"| thed as richly, hath Lands and Revenues 
TH lefthim by hisAnceftors,as well as the other, 
- The wiſeR man can bat provide for back and 
belly, and ſuch other conveniences, as out- 
ward things are proper to ſupply , and ſo 
much may he do who hath Wealth without 
Wit. Outward things promiſcuouſly hap= 
pen unto all, and beyond their own uſe, 
they are not able to ſupply a wiſe man more 
then a fool. | 


what bath the poor which knoweth to walk 
before the living ? | A poor man that lives, 
hath the ſubſtantial benefic of outward things 
as well as the richeſt or the wiſeſt. What 
hath heleſſe then the rich? he knowes 'how 


to get his living, and walk through his ſhore 
time of life, as well as the other. Or, what 
hath the poor wiſe man, who by his induftr 
and prudent converſing amonelt men dot 
+ main= 
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maintain himſelf, more then the poor fovliſh/ 
man, who makes a ſhift to live as well asthe; 
other? ; 
to wakk before the living | That is, to live 
decently and diſcreetly among men, Chay, 
4+ 15, Ia, 4%. 5. Pal, 56. 13, Chap: 7, 
12. 
V. 9. Better is the fight of the eyes, this 
the wandring of the Deſire] By the fight '» 
the Eyes, he meaneth ' things preſent , ai 
1" pofſeſſion, which we have before us, | 
our eye, and in' hand: by the wandring & 
walking of the Soul, he meaneth an inſatiably 
and endlefle purſuit of the heart after thin 
which we have not, and cannot eafily ovey 
take, So fight is oppoſed by the Apoſtles 
Faith, Becauſe Sight Tooketh on things 4 


poſſeſſion ; Faith, on things in expeRationz 
2 Cor.s. 7. and ſo property or pofſeſſon 1 
before called the ſeeing of things with th 
eye, Eccleſ. 5.11, And on the other fic 
unſatisfied defires are expreſſed by wandr 
of ' the heattip and down, Tfa. 57.16, Jer 
2 


25.8 14,16, when the minde 1s not. hy 
ang fixed' with contentment''in 'its preſlf on, 
condition, but like a Beeflyeth from flowalf anc 
' to flower, from creature to creature, to nog 
ther more. This then is the plain meaninWunc 
of theſe words, .It is better for a man quielMcon 


yen 
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| and contentedly to enjoy the things which 
he hath in preſent aficiben, then to rove 

up and down,. and weary himſelf with anxi- 
us and unſatisfied defires after things which 

he hath not : fince the poor man hath as 
much the ſubſtantial and principal benefit - 

of outward things, as the Rich, namely life 
and health, and food convenient ; fince the 
wiſet man that is, can fetch no more real 

' $60d out of wealth, then fools themſelves do 
enjoy from it, It is much more comfortable 

to enjoy what we have, then endleſly to 
weary our ſelves in hoarding and hunting 
after more, Matth. 6. 25 —31, This is 
the ſame in ſenſe with that, Chap. 4. 6. but 
ſpoken here by Solomon as a remedy againſt 
coyetous defires ; there, by the fluggard, as 

an apology for his lazineſs. Though ſome 
would have ithere'underftood in the perſon 

4 of a covetous Rich man, As if he would 
ol anſwer Solomons queſtion : What good hath 
one more then another, the wiſe then the 
fools, the rich then the poor ? yes ſaith the 
covetous rich man,he hath an Eftate to look 

"IF on, the other is continually vexed with want 
"Yand defires : and it is much better to be m 
v" poſſeſlion of a good Eſtate, then to languifh 
under poverty, and be ever in a craving 
condition, But the former ſenſe is more 

WMoenuine, 

Kh This 
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_ This alſo is vanity and vexation of ſpirit] 
That 1s, in the later ſenſe, It isa-vain ane 
troubleſome thing to poſſeſs good things only 
to look on them, and not to use them, QF 
rather in, the former ſenſe, the wandring of 
the fool up and down after new gain, a 


denyivg it ſelf the comfortable fruition x 
preſent contentments, is vanity , becauſe | | 


much can do a man no more real good, , 
then a little cheerfully uſed : and vexatinf ... 


ef ſpirit,becauſe inſatiable defires bring pets O 
petual diſquiet upon the heart of a man. Fg. 
 V. 16. That nhich bath been , is name - 
atready] He ſheweth the vanity of wandrid ng 
deſires , and greedy endeavours after grefif 4 
ter things then God hath yet afforded a mall 'uſl 
for whatever things have been or are , whillf -or 
ther a man be rich or poor , noble or bal 1jc 
his condition comes not unto him by chandF* (ci 
but is prz-afſigned him, in the purpoſe allf-1d 
decree of God, and therefore much bet" :'fp! 
"35 it for him contentedly to enjoy what b 
gives, then with a vain and ineffeual ami *. 4 
tion , to ſtrive for things without his real} 7 
Eſpectally fince no things acquireable IF - alt 
hamane induſtry , can exempt or protea# «ta 
mn from the evils , or common miſe he 
which mankind is expoſed unto. . Let af ,:n 
growas Rich, as potent, as Hononrahlel - © t: 


the world can make him ; A man he was 


y, 
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Re fore , and he will be but a man ill , -from 


earth he came, and to earth bewilt go, be lies 
under a decree of mortality and intumity, 
which by the help of no worldly wealth or 
oreatneſs, he is able to break through, 

T hat which hath bee , The name of it is 
called aiready ] That 1s, Its ſtate, quality, 
order,condition,every thing belonging to tne 
nature and being of it, every thing externally 
happening unto it, is all pre-ordained in the 


counſel and decree of God. He by his im- 
mutable and ircefitible providence hath. aſ- 
-gned unto every one his order , and doth 
'-7 kits rifdome diſpoſe of all things belong- 
ng unto men , Theyare under his care and 
Uowance, and therefore ought not anxi- 
-uſly and ſollicitouſly > infiſt upon provi- 


-ons for the future, but rather comfortably to 
11joy things preſent , and in aconſcionable 
»ſcharge of duty, to wait for a like bleſſing 


24d providence of God for hereafter, as ever 
ir fpre they have had experience of , Pſal, 


!.Y1,31, 14, 15, 1Sam. 2. 7, 8, AR.2. 
.& 4. 28. 

and it is known that it &s man | Be his 
-alth or honours what they will, yet a frail, 
[+tal, mutable, earthly creature he is ill, 
'he was before. And though men kave 
n ſo dementated with worldly greatneſs, 
. otake Divine honour to themſelves, and 
; I 4 to 


- to think themſelves lawleſs, and exempt 
from the bonds of other-men, yet it 1s knann 
and viſible, that they remain men Rill,and 
God will at laſt make them known to them» 
ſelves, Pal. 9.20. Ezek. 28:6, 9, Iſa, 
22, & 31, 3, | 

Neither may be contend nith hin that i; 
wightier then be | He cannot implead God, 
nor enter an a&tion or ſuit in Judgement 
with him , he cannot call him to an acc 
or jadge him ; he may not think by contend. 
mg with God , to alter or hreak through the 
order of his providence or decrees, T7 F, 
9. Job 9.2, 3, 12. Jer. 50. 44- Job. 4. 
Rom,9.20,. Pf, 51. 4. x Cor. 10. 22, Eze 
22, 14. Pf. 33:10, rt. Job. 34. 23. 

V.11, Seeing there be many things whj 
increaſe vanity , nhat is man the better ? 
This 1s commonly underſtood as a furtt 
argument againſt inſatiable deſires of weall 
becauſe where there are many of them, th 
mcreaſe doth but increaſe vanity , that is 
uſual concomitant of great abundance , md 
cares, more diftra&tions, more fears , 
troubles and imployments come along mi 
them , and yet man 1s not a whit bel 
then he was before, he was fed, and cloat 
then, and he is no more now, Can hee 
ry any of them with him ? can. he find# 
any more excellency in them ? will tit 


— 
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any real advantage remain unto him mote - 
then his own portion , and comfortable ac- 
commodations by them ? But I rather con» 
ccive theſe words to be a folema concluſion 
of all the former diſcoveries of vanity 4a the 
creatures , and repetition of what he gave 
ſummarily before, Chap. 1, 3. .It'was there 
laid down as the Propofition which he-un- - 
dertook to demonſtrate, and having demon= 
ſtrated it, it is here in the cloſe ot the whole 
diſcourſe. reſumed again , and the whole 
drawn together in one brief recapitulation, | 
ſeeing there are thus many things, widome, + 
folly, pleaſures, honours, crowns, riches, 
that increaſe vanity , what 1s man the-bet- 
ter in regard of ſolid happineſs and contents - 
ment for any, or for all of them ? 

V. 12. For who knowetb what is good oy 
men in this life? | Among ſuch variety of : 
things under the Sun which the heart of man 

18 apt to be drawn unto, neither he himſelf 
nor any other is able certainly to inform him, -. 
which of all thoſe is beft for him ro enzoy 
and reap comfort from. . Whether it be bet- 
ter for him to berich or poor , in a h'%h or - 

- loiy condition, ina private retireme”r, or 
in publick ſervice ; fome mens grearneis + 
hath andone_them. ; or other mens meinnelts - 
hath ſecured them , 2 Res, 25.9,72. S'\me 
men had nat been ſo Wicked, if they had not 

I'5: been 
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been ſo learned , others had not been (o vi-. 
tious, if great wealth had not excite1 and 
been fuel to feed their luſts. Achitophel 
might have lived longer with leſs wiſdome, 
and Nabal with leſs wealth. No man can 
tell whether that which he ſnatcheth at , as 
the filly fiſh, with moſt greedineſs, and grea- 
teſt expeRation of contentment from it, ma 
not be temper'd with poyſon, er have a hook 
nuder it, and ſo be the occafion of his grea- 
ter miſery , Rom. 1, 22.2 Pet. 2,18, 19, 
Rom. 6. 21, Prov. 1,13, 18, 19. 

- - Allthe dayts of bis vain life which be ſpen» 
deth as « ſhadow | If he doby chance, rather 
then by ele&Rion , happen upon that way and 
courſe which was beſt for him , yet his very 
life , the beſt of all outward blefſhngs , is it 
ſelf but a very vanity and ſhadow. It is but 
a very little while before he muſt part with 
it, and all thoſe comforts which rendred it 
peaceable and cheerfull to him. A very e- 
Jegant deſcription of the ſhortneſs of mans 
life , All the number of the dayes of the life 
of his vanity , which he ſpendeth as a ſha- 
dow : x, He calleth them dayes, not yearf. 
2. Dayes that may be numbred, which like- 
wiſe intimateth fewneſs of them, as Job. 16, 
22, Iſa. 10, 19. Pſal. 165. 12. Num. 9.20, 
3. Alife of vanity , a very vain life. The| 

ſubſtantzve for the adjeRive ; as Pal. 31. 

3. & 
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3. & 68. 31. Pal. 140. 12, Rotn. 7..24« 
Epheſ, 4. 24. Phil. 3. 21, 4. A life ſpent 
like a ſhadow , that hath little of ſubſtance 
while it laſts , and doth preſently vaniſh a- 
way, Pſ. 39. 6. & 144. 4. Job.14.2. Jam. 4. 
14. Job. 8. 9, 

for mho can tell a man what ſhall be after 
him under the San. |- As a man can have little * 
ſatisfation by outward good things here in 
his own fight and life-time, ſo can ne pro- - 
miſe himſelf as little in name- or family, 
when heis gone, becauſe he can by no means - 


| foreſee or foreknow future and contingent *© 


events, Chap, 2. 18, 19. 
CHAP, VII.-. 


He Wiſe man having ſet forth many va-'- 

nities of this life ; and the great diſap- - 
pointment which men meet with , who ſeek 
for happineſs and: ſatisfation- from them, - 
and thereupon the vexation which naturally 
aciſeth from ſuch a diſappointment z: and ha- 
ving interwoven. ſome general remedies a- 
gainſt theſe vanities , namely, the fear and 


* Worſhip of Ged, and the cheerfull enjoy- - 


ment of outward bleflings : He here proceed- | 
eth to many other particular means of heal- 
mg the vamties of this Life , and procurivg : 
tranquillity and peace to the mind of man 

in 
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in the. midſt of them. Such are, I, A good 
name, ve.1. 2, A compoſed nteparedoeſy 
| of mind to entertain death, the chiefeſt out- 
Ward evil, and conſequently to bear any 
any other ſorrow, verſe 2,3, 6. 3. Mode- 
ration and patience of ſpirit to Dear with 
preſent evils, and todigeſt injuries, expet-Y | 
my the end and ifſue which God will give, | 
yerf, 7—18. 4. Wiſdome to defend a mans} | 
ſelf againſt the vanity of Riches, verſ{.11,19, 
5. Acquieſcency in the Government of al 
things by the wiſe providence of God, ver, 
T3,15., 6, Contentation of heart in dll 
eſtates, as well adverfity as proſperity, con- 
fidering Gods wiſe and juſt tempering 
them together for our 200d , verſ. 14. 7. 
Prudent and pious moderation of our behu- 
yiour, fo as that we may not by raſh zeal, 
mordinate walking , expoſe our ſelves td 
danger and trouble, verſ. 16, 17, 8. Reſg 
{ation and conſtancy in the fear of God 
verſ. 18, 9. Wiſdome of meekneſs, charity, 
arid patience towards ſuch as offend, confi- 
derivg the general frailty of humane nature, 
and the experience and ſence of our own 
weakneſs, verſ. 19-22, 10. Content» 
ment with ſach a meaſure of wiſdome as 1s 
this life att2inable, and notto buſie and dif- 
quiet our thonghts with things which att 
adove us , 'verſ, 23, 24, Now as beſorn 
the 


3 * : 
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the handling of humane vanities he did oc- 
cafionally intermixſome Remedies thereof : 
ſo here in handling the remedies of-it , and_ 
the means to obtaia tranquiility of mind , -he 
doth here and there irtermix ſome ather 3a 
nities , Which are great occaſions of vexa- 
tion and ungquietneſs to the heart of man ; 
one principal one, whereof he had had very 
ſad experience, hedoth here ſubjoyn, name». 
iy , the bitterneſs of an enſnariug woman, 
yerſ, 35 29, 


_- 


Vetrſ. I, A Good name is bettemthen pretions 

oyniment | Or, A nant is gved 
before good oyntment. name, for, a goed 
names as, 4 vife, for, a good wife, Prov, 18, 
22. By 4 good name, underſtand that which 
hath its foundation in an innocent, unblame- 
able and profitable life , when a man hath 


revexencein the conſcience of others, 2 Cor, 


4, 2. for the nawe of the wicked will rot, 
Prov. 20.7. So to be a man of name, is 
meant an eminent perſon , renowned in his 
generation, Gen. 6, 4. I Chron. 5. 24. and 
names of men , Rev, IT. 3, & 3, 4. may 
ſeem to note ſpecial perſons of hanoux and 
renown. | 

better then ſneet oyntment | So the name 
of Chriſt which figr.ifieth his gratious do- 
tine, AR. 9. 15, is compaced.unto ſweet 
ojntment, 
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- oyntment , Cant, 1. 3. called the ſweet ſa- 
pour of Chriſt, 2:Cor. 2.14, 15, Pretious 


Aromatical oyntments were things greatly: 


in uſe and-efteem amongſt the Iſraelites, and 
2 ſpecial part of their treaſures : appointed 
by God to anoint the holy veſſels of the Ta- 
bernacle, Exod. 30. 22 —33. ufed-in 
the conſecration of perſons to offices of ho- 
nour and eminency, Exod. 28, 41, 1 Sam. 


16, 13. Pfal. $89. 20. called therefore ths 


091 of pladneſs, Heb. 1,9, Ifa, 61. 3, uſed 
likewiſe m Feaſts, great entertainments and 


” _ Expreſſions ebjoy, Amos 6. 6, Eſther 2, 12; 


Pal.23, 5. Luk, 7. 46, Reckoned amongſt 
© the ſpecial bleſſings. of God, and treaſures 
of that people , Pal. 92, 10, Jab. 29.6. 
Deut. 33.24. Prov,21. 20.1ſa.39.2. whence 
ſome wonltd have it here taken ſynecdo- 
chically to fignifte all kind of riches , before 
which Solomon doth here prefer a good 
name; asalſo Prov. 22. 1. 

and the day of death , then the day-of ones 
birth] Some underſtand here a-note of fimi- 
litude to joyn the two clauſes together , As 
4 good name is better then ſweet oyntment, ſ0 
is the day of death then the day. of Birth. 
Others repeat the former clauſe in the later, 
unto ſuch a man who hath a good name, bet- 
ter is the day of death, then of birth, And 
the clauſes ſeem to haye Cognation with one 
another: 
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another : for the day of Birth is a time of fe- 
Rivity and rejoycivg , and accordiogly uſed 


' tobecelebrated , Gen. 40. 20. Mar. 6, 21 


23. in which kind of -ſolemnities , they 
uſed to anoint themſelves with ſyeet oynt= 
ments: as on the other fide, in dayes of ſor-- 
row, they abſtained from them , 2'Sam. 14. 
2. Dan. Io, 23. On the other fide, The day 
of Death removes a man wholly outof this 
world, and leaves nothing of himbehind, 
but only his Name and Memory,. which the 
Lord threatneth wicked men to blor out, and” 
cauſe 3t to rot , Deut. 29, 20. &:32. 26; 
Prov, 10, 7. Job 18..17. But the name of 
good men remains behind them, as the ſweet 
ſavour of a pretious perfume , when the ſub=- 
ſtance of the perfume-it ſelf is conſumed 
withthe fire : or as ſpices when they are bro- 
ken and diflolyed, leave an excellent ſcent 
behind them. And ſo the meaning is, That 
although the day. of birth be a day of feafting 
and joy, and the day of death a day of ſorrow 
and mourning , yet unto a good man this is 
much better then the other , and the memo= 
rial which he leaves behind him, is mach 
ſweeter then that of ſpices or perfumes, If 
we take the later clauſe alone, without con= 
nexion to the former, then they relate unto 
the many vanities and vexations which the 
life of mza is expoſed untay in which cone 
fideration, 


the Bok of Beclfuſtes, 205 | 


Vigaweas* co lM - 5. «1 es > as 
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i fideration, That day which'telivers a man 
| from them, 18-better then that day whichY” 
| letz-himiinto the poſſeſſion of them : for man} 
'— 19 born unto mach trouble and ſorrow, Job. 5; 
' 2. &.14. 1. bat a godly mans death putsa'J 
_ to all his fins, to all his ſortowsy 
'I! oM. 7. 24. Rev, 14-13. 2 Cor. 5,6,7,8." 
' Phil. 1.23. © | 
Þ.. +- V.2. 7+ is better ts go to the bouſe f } 


ff. mourning, &c.] As toa good man, the day. 
| . of his death is better then the day of hit 
$- birth ,, becauſe it puts an end unto all thoſe 
--forrows and yanities which he was born wr" 
I to: fo for thoſe that remain aliye, it is bet» 
'-,  terto goto a funeral, the houſe of mourning, 
| then toa feaſt, or a birth-day ſolemnity, the 
houſe of jollity and rejoyciog. | 
for that is the end of 4// wen] Or, in the 
|. - which is the end of all men. In which houls 
|" - of ſorrow, 2 mans minded of the commas 
'  endofalmen. A manſeeth his awn en6 
in the end of another man, and is admonilks 
ed of his frailty and mortality , for it is the 
way of the whole cath, Joſh, 23. 145 
Heb: 9. 27. | 
." and the living mill lay it tobeart } Ot 
will put it op ,” and faſten it tohis heart; 
will he ſeriouſly and {ad{y affeRed wick it; 
200 have deep impreffions thereby made 
upon his ſpirit , of the greatneſs and pow 
0 
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1God, who draweth-away ourbreath, and w 
#periſh, Pſal. 104, 29. and of-his own vani- 
. ty and baſeneſs, even in his beſt eſtate, Pſal. 
39. 5. putting in the heart, noteth diligent 
attendance 0n-a thing, eo 4413 ogier Range 
mers Deut, 12, 18, Iſa, 42. 25. Luk. 23; 
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| Iikely to draw off the remembrance of God, 
' Job. 2. 5, Dent. 8. 12——14, Iſa. 22.13. 
Amos 6. 3—6. Dent. 33. 15. I1.5.11,12. 
— V. 3. Sorrew is better then laughter ] 
That ſorrow which ariſeth from the medita- 


capable of inflruction, and ſenſible of ſerjous 
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hughter and the jollity which belongeth nn+ 


and ſo by ſome 1s the ſenſe rendred , that 
charitable and wholſome Anger which: re- 
proveth men for their faults, and ſo maketh 
them ſorrowfull, is better then the flattery of 
Paraſites , which feedeth their fooliſh luſts 
with laughter and vain mirth, and ſo tendeih 
unto rune. * 

for by the ſadneſs of the countenance] Heb. 
by the illneſs or badne[s of the countenante, 
Neh. 2. 2, badneſs of heart, 1 Sam. 17. 28, 
The heart is made better. Vain luſts and 
fooliſh 


DIE SETS 
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14. whereas feaſting and jollity is very. 


; tion of death, a ſad, ſober, and compoſed 
; temper of ſpirit , whereby a mantis randred__ 


things whick concern his peace , is better -4Þ 
and doth a man much more good , -then” _1Þ 


' to Feaftings. - The word fignifieta anger; * 


— 
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fooliſh exorbitant light affeRtions are theck'd 
and ſuppreſſed ; as the outward man 1s grie-/" 
ved, the inward man is amended , Proy,.26, 
30. 2 Cor. 4. 16. & 7. 9, Te. whereas 017; 
the other fide , empty mirth doth diffolye; 
the heart , -an&let it out unto more vanity, 
Chap. 2. 2,3. Hoſ.4, 11; -Efther, 1,10. 7, | 
Sam, 25, 36; | | 
V. 4.7 be heart of thewiſe is iuthe beaſ 

of mourning ] He proveth ſorrow ta be bet- 
ter , wholſomer for the ſoul then laughter, 
by the jadgement and choyce.of wiſe men, 
and of fools. Thatwhich wiſe men prefet; 
- js-inde<d berrer then that which fools makel 
choyce of ,. but wiſe men prefer ſpeRaclet, Wl. 
places , occafions- of ſorrow ; - fools make ©, 

- Choyce ofthe. contrary : ergo that is better MF 
then this. Wiſe men confider the end of 'ÞY. 
* things,and chuſe the moſt proper means.nnt6) Þ 
the beſt ends: whereas fools look only on 1 
things preſent and before their eyes. By chett'W 
houſe of mourning., we underſtand any place | W 
or obje&t which occafioneth mourning , -{4%. 
the grave is called downs ſecnli, the-houſe > 
ages , ora mans long home, Ecclef, 12. 5:7 
So a trench is called a houſe *of meaſures; 4 
1-Reg. 18, 32. Ia, 3.21; o © 

T be beart of the wife } When his body is þ 
elſewhere , yet his thoughts and heart are] 
thinking on the evil day, which wicked men). 
thruſt? 1 
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thruſt far from-them, Amos 6. 3, So Jobin 
proſperity did with a religious fear forecaſt 
evil, Job. 3« 25. Neb, 2. 2—5. Pal, 
| 137. 6. 

. but the boart of fools is in the boxſe of 
| wirth ] Though he may by poverty , buſi- 
neſs or many other diverſions be abſent in 
NF his body, yet by his good will ke would have 
his ſhare in every merry meeting , his heart 

is upon pleaſures , and his loye runs wholly 
that way, ſo that he is amazed and over- 
whelmed through anpreparedneſs of heart 
when any ſudden evil overtakes him, 1 Pet, 

4. 3,4. 2 Pet. 2.13,14. Houſes of joy 

we read of, Iſa, 32. 13. Here then we are * 

taught to moderate our ſelves in regard of 

outward pleaſures , becauſe love of them is 

the charaRter of a fool, and of an heart e- 

ſtranged from God , Job 21, x2, 13, Proy, 

21,17, 1 Cor.7,30, 1 Job, 2.15, 16, 

V.$. It is better to bear the rebuke of the * 
wiſe, then for a man to bear the ſong of fools | 
He inftanceth in another cauſe of forrow, 
namely , the rebukes of-wife and good men, 
which though they may fad the heart of a 
man for the preſent, yet they are much more 

 - wholſome and beneficial, then the ſongs and 
| flatteries of nngodly Paraſites, which ſoath 
men in their fins, and feed the flame of their 
luſts-and 'coruptions; 7: -is better to bears 


(4) 
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(3,) patiently, and obediently to liften to the; 
counſel and reproof of a prudent friend, who: 
doth ſeaſonably , and faithfully diſcover his 
Errours to him , then that a man ſhould heag 
the ſong of fools , Proy, 13. 18.'& 15. 31. 
33, & 27.6, Plal. 141. 5. Itisatoken of a 
wiſe and teachable diſpoktion, to receive 
with meekneſs the words of reproof , as Da-. 
vid did, not only. from Natbana Prophet, 
2 Sam, 12,7—x.3, but from Abigail a wo- 
man , 2x Sam. 25. 33,33. Heb. 13, 32, 
Prov. 9,9, & 17.10, By the ſong of feolry 

> = underſtand any flattering ſpeeches , or any 

merry and pleaſant diſconsſes , being a Sy= 

-—necdache , whereby all kind of jeiis, and 
bewitching pleaſures are fignified, Lia. 24, 3g 
9, Gen. 31, 27. 

V.6. For as the crackling of thorns mnder?; 
/'4 pet » ſo is the laughter of the fool : |] The! 
; voyce of thorns , ſo the noiſe of chariots , i 
/ - Called the voyce of chariots; and the noiſe® 
that fire makes in flubble is called the yoyce* 
of a flame , Joel 2. 5. Ezek, 1.24, Fools 
are here elegantly compared unto thorns, 
they are burdens to the place they live ing. 
Gen, 3.17, 18, They are intraable , he"! 
muſt be fenced-which toucheth them, 2 Sam, : 
© 2376, 7. They are unprofitable , good fot 
-* . Nothing but the fire, Heb.6, 8.” The laughter. 
' of theſe fools, that is, all thoſe flatteries, 
Jefts, 
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jets, vin (and frothy difcourſes., mimical 
and apiſh praRtifes , whereby they beger - 
havghter , and feed the del1ghrs of vain men 
like themſelves, ate compared to the noyſe 
of thorns burning under a pot : as theſe make 

a ſudden blaze, and agreat noiſe, but dono 
-£ood , preſently go out , and the meat 1s 
left'as raw as when it- was putin's in fipslis 
magna: ſine viribus Tynis Incaſſ uns faerit : 

: Whereas 4 ſolemn fice inccoals or great wood, 
'boyleth the meat without any ſuch noiſe ; ſo 
the effuſe mirthand jollity of fools, ( 3. } of 
wicked tmen, though it may ſeem to pro« 
miſe more pleaſare and: content , then the 
-more ſad and ſevere converſation of ſerious 
men , yet that -doth ſuddenly vaniſh with= 
-ontleaving any ſolid joy"behind it ; where- 
as the reproof of wiſe pen finketh down in- 
to the heart, and helps to work out the ſcum 
and. vanity which lay within it, Pal. 58. 9. 
-S 118,12, and asthe crackling of thorns to 
the ear, ſo the lan#hter and vain 'mirth of 
fools to the heart of a wiſe'man' 15 wholly 
offertfive and unſavory, Hereby ſeetns like- 
wiſe to de noted the aptneſs of vain ments 
de caught with every lightand empty plea- 
fure , as fire doth ſuddenly take in thorns, 
and pafs thorow them, Exod. 2:2. 6. p 

V. 7. Surely oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man 

wal, &c.}] This eh eeerlerſiond "my dif= | 
erent 1 
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ferent wayes2 1, Thateven wiſe men whe 
they ſee innocence oppreſſed , and violence 
evail inflead of juſtice, or vhen they 
themſelves are unrighteouſly oppreſſed , are 
hereby much- ſhaken and diſcompoſed, 
tempted to paſſion and indignation again g 
= diſorder , Pal. 73,-2, 3, 8, 13, 21, 
Prov. 23. 17. Hab. 1. 2, 3,13, 14. 2 Sat, 
6. 9, and then the later clauſe is thus tobe 
taken, and It, namely oppreſſion, deſtroyeth 
the heart of a gift, (z.) An heart endowed p 
and adorned with excellent gifts from above, - 
» which ſenſe the Chaldee Paraphraſe favour | 
eth : and many times when two ſubſtantive ( 
- 

ar 

Wi 


come together, the later is taken adjeRive- 

Iy, as Pſal. 5. 6. 4 man of blood (i. ) 4 bloody 

wan. Pſal. 140: 11. A man of tongue, 

(5.) an evil ſpeaker, Luk, 4,22. word: f 
grace (i.) gracious wofds. Epheſ. 4. 24. br ;. 
lineſs of truth, (i.) true bolineſs : and in ths 14. 
ſenſe likewiſe doth the Septuagint, and the Pa 
Vulgar Latine, render thisclauſe , drow Þa 
Thu za; diay djarvies avid. Perdet Robur Cor Wa 
dis Ejus. Soby Cor maneri; , they undet- & 
ſtand Cor munificum & liberale. hes 
. . 2, Oppreſſion, (;. )wealth gotten by op- I ;, ; 
preſſion , maketh a wiſe man mad, When ,.. 
' a Wiſe man turneth opprefſor , and ſeeth bel 
brides and gifts come in apace, he become I þ,,.; 


Mad in greedineſs to get more, or mad inf 1 
Violence 
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violence againſt his nei2shbours,or mad 
in his a facing, hi eye is blinded, his 
heart is infatuated and beſotted , he is be- 
reft of his wonted wiſdome , ruinihg- his fa- 
mily when he thinks to raiſe and to eſtabliſh ' 
it: and ſo gifts deſtroy the heart, (i.) his | 
underſtanding,Hoſ.4,11.Deut.16.19.Exod. 
2 3. 8, Either ſenſe will conſiſt well with the 
ſcope of the Wiſe man in the whole context, 
which is to perſyade unto patience againſt 
fretfulneſs,vhen oppreſlors grow rich,andrun 
maddinf after gain,andto dire& them to wait 
quietly and obſerve ;the end of ſuch men, 
(as David alſo direReth, Pſal, 37. 37, 38.8 
73.17.) and not to break forth into anger 
and madneſs at the preſent diſorder which 
we conceiveto bein theſe things. 
| V. 8. Better is the end of « thing, then the 
beginning, &c. This maxime holds in many 
things : The Beginnings are difficult and , 
painful, the End fruitful, and rewards thoſe A 
Pains; 48 in the -fludies of learning, in the ' 
wayes of vertue, in the bearing of affliQions, 
&c, Heb, 12, 11. on the other fide, the 
beginnings of vice ſeem ſweet and pleaſant, 
but they end in bitterneſſe, like the role that 
was ſweet in the mouth, but bitter inthe 
belly, Rey, Io, 9, 10. 2 Sam, 2. 26. Soin 
buſineſſe, a man may ſuddenly enterprize 
ſome great work, and glory in the conceit of 
his 
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' . wayes, yethere the {cope of the Wiſe man | 
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- his abilities, who after comes off with (hame* 
and. is not able to finiſh it, for want of wif«' 
dome to forecaſt events , Luke 13, 28—— 
33. I, Reg. 20,11, perſeverance is that 
which crowns and honours an 'enterprize, 
Matth, x6. 22, Heb. 3. 6. Rey, 2,26, Ma» 
ny begin in the ſpirit , who end in the fleſh, 
Gal. 3.3, They uſe to ſay of the Devil, 
that he cannot change his feet. He can be- 
gin like a Saint , and transform himſelf into 
an Angel of light , but he will till end like 
himſelf, But though this be appliaBe many 


o 
o 
MN 
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15 to arm us with-moderation of ſpirit againſt 
the preſent and prevailing oppreſſions which 
we-meet with, Although thou ſee much 
violence, and do thy ſelf ſuffer much em 
thereby , yer.do not deſpond, nor give over 
waiting upon God , donot look only onthe 
preſent face of things , but patiently expeR* 
what iſſue he will give, go on in his way, be 
not diſmayed nor affrighted from any 
purpoſe , many times the end 1s comfot- 
table, when the beginnings are troableſome, 
and they who ſowed in tears, doreap 1n joy, 
P(,126. 5,6, Pſ. 73. 17. Jam. 5: 11. Hed, 
L0..36, 37. Phil. 4, 5. Iſa. 10, 12, 24, 25, 
and the patient #n ſpirit , then the prod in 
ſpiric | Long in ſpirit. That can long re- 
flrain and - keep in anger or A 
is 
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* This is frequently in Scripture attributed 


nato God, Exod. 34.6.Neb.9, 17.ÞPſ. 145.8, 
and is the evidence of his poiver, Num. 14. 
17, 18, Nahum. 1, 3. and ſoit is of wiſ- 
dome and ſtrength in a man,,Pcov.14.29. & 
I6,32. 

then the prond in ſpirit ] The proper An- 
tithefis had been, then the haſty, or ſhort in 
ſpirit, as the expreſſion is, Prov. 14. 29, 17. 
Exod. 6. 9. But his purpoſe is to ſhe, 
that patience is rooted in hnmility ; the 
meaner eſteem men have of themſelves, the 
more willing they are to endure what God 
inflias , and to wait his time for an iflue out 
of trouble. Whereas pride and high-mind= * 
edneſs makes men wilfull, and impatient of 
any oppoſition, Prov. 13. 10, Therefcre 
when God humbled David , we find how 


- trong he was ta bear the Railing and Cur- 


ſing of Shimei,z Sam. 16.11,12.Hab.2,3,4« 
V. 9. Be not haſty in thy ſpirit to be an- 
875] Do not fret at the oppreſſion and vio- 
lence which thou ſeeſt in humane affairs ; 
do not raſhly and haſtily give way to mur- 
muring and impatience, So the Chaldee | 
Paraphraſe underſtandeth it of contumacy 
and frowardneſs againſt God and his provi- 
cence, when things go not as we would have 
them, Be not haſtily nor revengefully an- 
gry againſt rich —_— Pſal, 37-1, Prov, 
23, 
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preventreaſon, The Philoſopher compares 
it to dog which barketh at a men before he 
oubſerve whether jt be his maſter ora ſtranger, 
and to an haſty meſſenger which runs away 
Without his errand. And therefore ſlowneſs 


and deliberation is neceſſary to keep it in, 


Jam. 1. 19. Prov. 19. 11. & 15,18, Tit, 


t.7. It being of it ſelf very wilfull , and. 


haſty, Gen. 49. 6. Hab.1.6, David was 
- overtaken in this point in the caſe of Nadal, 


- _ I Sam. 25. 21, 22, and the diſciples, whom 


- our Saviour rebuketh for it, Luke 9g. 54, 55+ 
for anger reſteth in the boſum of fools ] A 
thing is {aid to be in-the boſome , when it 18 


Much loved, cheriſhed, delighted in, Deut. - | 


13.6. .& 28.56. Joh, 1.18, Ruth 4. 16. 
_ fools delight in anger. Itreſteth, 'Jt is 1n his 
proper place , it never departeth from him, 
Isever at hand, ready to enrage and enflame 


23,17, 18, & 24.19. Chap. 5.2. Anger: 
Is naturally an hatty paſſion , and vety apt to. 


him. A wiſe man uſeth anger as Phyſick, - 
11-3ts proper time , but a-fool uſeth it as his ' 
conſtant dyet. It is bound np in the heart -. 


of a fool, and 1s it were ſewed and ſealed 
upinit, .It isan Inmate in a fool, it is but 
28 a paſſenger through the heart of a wiſe 


man , it-doth nor lodge in it all night, Eph. 


4. 26, therefore the Apoſtle exhotting: unto 


perfe patience , direteth tous to pra for 
| " Wiidom & 
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| wiſdome 'as the foundation of it, Jatn. x, 
4, 5: | 

V. 10. Say nt thou, What i the conſe 
that the former dayes mere better then theſe] 
He doth not. forbid us with *godly ſorrow, 
and holy zeal to bewail the corruptien of the 
dayes wherein we live, and to be ſenſible 
. of the fins or judgements which make them 
evil for there is noqueſtion but ſome ages 
are worſe then others, there were purer, and 
. then darker. and corcupter times of the . 
Church, Gen. 6.11, 12, Amos 5.13, Eph. 
5, 16, 2 Tim, 3, 1=—=5., 2 Thefl. 2. 3. 
Luke r8. 8. 

But r. He condemneth our aptneſs tg 
paſs over the good things which we enjoy in 
our own age, and to look only on that 
which pincheth us , to complain of wrong, 
oppreſhon, injuſtice now , as if former ages 
had.not the like reaſons or other evils, which 
we are freed from, to complain of as well ay 
we. Iſrael had Godspreſence, and Manna 
in the Wilderneſs ,: and they value not that, 
becauſe they miſs the onions they had in .; 
Evypt, Exod. 16. 3, Num, 11.4, 5,6. & 
IH, I=——_g,.:  - 

, © 2. Heteacheth ns not to charge the evils. 
we lie under unto the times, but'to our fans, 
which make the times evil : for that is all 
one as if a man ſhould think he ſhould be 
Tx. bertes 
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better , if he were removed iato another 
chamber , or did lie on another couch. He 
that is wicked now , would have been ſo in 
the beſt 'of times, Matth. 23. 30. Thou 
can'} not change the world , thy work 1s to 
mend thy ſelf ; a bryar is but a bryar, though 
it be in paradiſe ; and alilly is a lilly,though 
it grow in a wilderneſs, 

3. According to the ſcope of the place, 
his principal purpoſe is , toxeprove that re- 
pining diſpoſition Which is in us , whereby 
we are apt to murmure at the providence of 
. God, becapſe he hath given ns our lot in 
an age of trouble , when violence haply and 
operetion prevaileth : and ſo fooliſhly to 
charge God , as if humane affairs were not 
ballanced with ſo equal and indifferent di- 
Nribution of bleſſings as they ought to be; 


 donot, faith he, queſtion the Government of 


the world , nor the wiſdome and righteouſ- 
neſs of God therein; Leave Gods work unto 
him,to whom it belongeth to temper & order 
the ſeveral ages of the world in what manner 
it pleaſeth him. Attend thou on thine own 
duty,be contented with the preſerit condition 
of the times, ftudy how to ſerve God in thy 
generation, leave not thy ſtation, depart not 
from thy rank , afflict not thy ſelf with the 


things which thou can'ſt not help, walk with | 
God,as Noah did in the work of times, Gen, F 
6.9, | 
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6.9. and let the badneſs of the age thou livelt 
in, wake the&e-more wiſe, more Circumſpect, + 
xiore humble , as fire burns hotteſt in tlie 
coldeſt weather. 

orberwiſe thou doeſt not nzſe!y inquire con- 
eerning this matter | This 18 a peiwms, the 
meaning 1s, It is a fooliſh arrogancy to com- 
plain of the providence of God', as if thou 
wert wiſe enough ro teach him , or to mend 
his works, Job, 38.2, 3. Job 21. 22. 

V. 11, Wi/dome is good with an inberi- 
tance : and by it, &c, | This is to be under- 
ſtood comparatively, for wiſdome is good of 
it ſelf alone, bur it zs better, more uſefal and 
beneficnal to a mans ſelf and others , when it 
meets with an inheritance; As the Rabbins 
ſay, Bona eft lex cum via terre ; Wiſdoms 
without wealth is deſpiſed, Chap. 9.1 5; and ' 
wealth without wiſdome is a ſnare, 4 tempta- 
tion, fuel of luſt, pride, vanity, luxury, op=- 
preſſion, 1 Tim. 6. 9. Pfal, 49, 6. Prov, 28, 
IT. Therefore as life , expreſſed here by 
ſeeing of the Sun, is uncomfortable without * 
the means and ſupports of life , an inheti- 


tance to maintain it ; So an inheritance is / 


unweildy and harmfall without wifdome to 
order. it. But wealth in the hand 6fa wiſe 
and good man , is an excellent infirument, 
whereby he is enabled to do much good, Iſa, 
23.18, Prov. 3.9. Iſa. 60.6,9. Loke 16. 9. 
K 3 1 Tit» 
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i Tim,6.17,18,19. Here we ſee, 1,Ft is not 
having of wealth, but right uſing of it, which 
makes life comfortable, tor a fool may have it, 
2. That wealth without wiſdome to uſe it a- 
right,is not good unto the owner of it. 3, That 
it 15an eſpecial skill and wiſdome, ſo to ma» 
nage an eſtate ,' as that it may ve for good to 
our ſelves and others. 4. That wealth is a 
great ornament unto wiſdom, Prov, 14. 24. 
and a great inſtrament unco the works there- 
ef; Thzrefore they uſe to ſay, That wealth 
13 the: finews of ation F. That it is happier 
for a wiſe man to have an inheritance , an 
eſtate derived on him from his anceſtors, 
then to be put to get wealth by his own la- 
bour and induftry : Res non parte /abore ſed 
relitta. : 

and by it there is profit to thewms that ſee the 


- - S»n | That is, by wiſdome with an wheri- 


- tance, there is more profit , or more ex- 
celfent advantage to men in this life, then if 
they were ſeparated. Or, though wiſdome 
Shen inheritance be good , yet the fruit of 
wiſdom is more permanent, and more excel- 
lent and beneficial, theff the profit of an in= 
heritance. | | 

V. 12; For niſdow is a defence, and mo- 


ney ts a defence] Inthe Original the words 

20 .thus » For inthe ſhadow of iſ; dons 5 and 

in the ſhadow of money.. But the excellency of 
| kuowledges 
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knowledge, &c.) Where there is either an 
Ellipfis of ſome Verb, ſupplyed by the Chal- 
dee verſion , As a man 18 preſerved in thz 
ſhadow of wiſdom > is'he preſerved inthe 
ſhidow of money. And by others , A mw 
reſfteth, and is ſheltred againſt danger unger 
the ſhadow of wiſdom and of meney Or 
elſe an Hypallage, In the ſhadory of wiſdom, 
that is , In wiſdom there is a ſhadow. The 
doabling of the preffx Beth , noteth the pro- 
portion of che one,and th other,in that which 
1511 common affirmed of them; as the one :5 
a ſhadow, ſo is the other, And fo the vulg3! 


Latin rendreth it , As wiſdom-defendeth, fo © | 


money defendeth. Which kind of proportion 
is commonly expreſſed by a double Capb; .as 
Ia. 24.2. Orlaftly, the Pcepofition.. I may-. 
here from a Nominative Caſe, as Pſal55.18, 
Hoſ.13.9. and in other places,as ſome learmn- 
ed men have obſerved. 4 ſhadow, (i.) a De» 
ſence , by a Metaphor borrowed from the' 
ſhelter, which in thoſe hot countries men re- 
ceived under trees from the ſcorching heat - 
of the Sun, Job, 7.2, Iſa. 25.4. & 30.2,7, 
Pſal.121.5,6.Num, 14.9, Jon.q 6,8. Wiſ- 
dom 1s thus a refreſhing defence from-op=- 
preſſion and danger, Prov. 3.18, Eccl. 9.15, 
Act. 23, 6——9. And money is @ defence ; 
It will arm , it will ranſome and buy a man 
out of danger, Prov. 13.8.& 10.15,& 19,4. 
K 4. b3; 
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but the excellence of niſdow is , that wiſ< 
dome giveth life to them that bave it | They 
both defend, and therefore both together are 
very profitable, but of the rwo,wiſdom is the 
molt excellent, he meaneth ſpiritnal wiſ- 
dom , joyned with the fear of God which is 
the beginning of it, for this giveth life, Proy, 
3.26.& 9,11, which riches cannot do, Pal, 
39,5,6,% 49,16—19,Prov.1t,4.Rich Na- 
bal died with ſorrow,when wiſe Abigail ſaved 
rae life of the family, 1 Sam, 25, 33, 37,38, 
Therefore wiſdom is betrer then wealth, 
Prov, 6. t1, & 16, 16, & 4, 5—10, Many 
- times a mans wealth fhortneth his dayes, 
either by bis own laxurions and inordinate uſe 
of them, or by expoſing him to the cruelty of 
thieves and murtherers, But a mans wiſdom 
will fence him againſt ſuch dangers; or at 
Jeaft will quiet-and comfort him under them, 
that he ſhall not ſink nor deſpond. 

V. 13, Conſider the work of God : for who, 
&c.] He ſeemeth to have preſcribed wiſ- 
dom, with an inheritance, cr unqueſtionable 
eſtate,to be the beſt remedies againſt oppreſ- 
fion, violence, and thoſe other evils, which 
in a bad age we are apt to complain 'of, But 
becauſe ſuch may be the badneſs of the times, 
and ſo prevalent the injuries and corruptions 
thereof, as that neither wealth or wiſdom 
can defend' a man againſt them : He here 

therefore 
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therefore dire&eth to-another at of wiſdom, 


namely , to look above the creatures , and 


all ſecond cauſes, unto the righteous hand 
and irreſiſtible providence of God in them 
all; and where wiſdom- cannot mend our 
condition, nor make the times , or the men 
thereof, or our affairs therein , ſo right and 
orderly as w& would have them, there to let 
it, at the leaſt,teach us contentment, ſilence, 


& an humble acquiefcency m the good plea- - 
ſure of the Lord, Many things thereare,which - 
no hamane wiſdom can rectifie. In a phb- 
lick Peftilence or Famine, no ability of man * 


can purge the air , or open the windows of 
heaven to ſupply us. In a ſhipivrack ; no 
wiſdom of man can rebuke the winds and 
ſeas, and command a-calm, Bat 1n all ſuch 
caſes, wiſdom muſt teach us to ſubmit toGod, 
and to wait upon him, 


See the mork of God | (i.) Diligently view - 
and take notice, 1n the courſe of the world, 


of Crods over-ruling providence. The Scrip- 
ture commonly nſeth words of external ſen> 
ſes, to expreſs the ations of the ſoul with-- 

in, Chap. 2..24. & 3. 10. 
the wrk of God | Namely , his righteous 
eovernment of the world ; when thou art 
apt to complain of the times, and the op=- 
preſfions therein , then remember , how 
crooked ſoever things are, it is God. that 
K 5 hath 
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w——_ 


ab -* Annitatinns tn 
. © Yain for thee to think, that by thy ſollicitade 
- Or: anxiety , thou canſt reQihe. every thins 
which thou -art apt. to complain of; for the 
decrees of Godare unalterable , like moun» 


| tains of braſs which cannot be moved, Zach. | 


"= $2.15. Therefore make that light by pa- 
* - tience, which thou canſt not comect, 


E for who can maky that ſfraight 5 which be 


hath made crotkgd ? | This ſhews the unal- 
terableneſs of-Gods- order , which he in his 


providence hath placed things in. It may be ' 


underſtood, I. In the courſe of nature, Be 
not angry, nor fretfull asainſt Gods work, in 
unſeaſonablaneſs of winds or weather,in lofles 


by ſea or land,in fickneſſes and infirmities os 1 


deformiries,vhich God bringeth upon thee or 
- thine; nor at the miſcarriage of any means, or 
weakneſs of any endeavours thou uſeſt to re- 
Fifte theſe things. This Gn was the fault of Iſ- 
raelin the yildernes,they murmured at things 
which they could not mend, Exod. 17. 2, 3. 
Numd. 11.4, 5,6, 2 Reg. 6. 33. Jon. 4.8, 
9. 2, InCivil policy, and the managing of 
bumane focieties; If thou ſee -great con- 
. cuſſions in States , depopulating of Coun- 
.- - tries, tranflating of Kingdoms , plucking 
;= down and rooting up , th Sword devouring 
- - a6 it pleaſeth; wonder not, murmur not, but 


ordered and appointed all things; and itis- - 


ſeriouſly 


APÞ.7. FO0 BORO Hanes, 
ſeriouſly conſider , that God hath an over- 
ruling providence therein-, and whatever 
elſe diſpleaſeth thee, yet reſt Gilent and 
contented with what he doth, Job 9. 5—— 
13* Job. 12, 14—24. Pſal. 75. 6,-7. Ia. 
2, 10——1g, Dan, 2, 11. Jer. 18. 6—I0, 
& 47. 6, 7. Ezck, 14.17. : 3, 1o the fans 
and prevailing wickedneſs of men 1n any 
kind, when thou ſeeſt men incortigible 
in wickedneſs , ſo crooked , that.no means 
will reclaim or re&ifie them , corfider the: 
work of Gods moſt righteous judgement, in 
hardning whom he will ; and remember that 
God is ſo holy that he would not ſuffer fin 
to prevail , if he were not alſo ſo wiſe ard 
powerfall as to order it to his own glory, and 
that no wickedreſs of man' ſhall proceed 
farther, then to execute what: his pre-de- 
terminate counſel had appointed , and that 
the remainder of it he will reftrain, Rom. 9, 
18, 1 Sam, 2.25. Gen. 50, 20, Exod. 7. 
3,4- -2 Thefl, 2.11,12, AQ, 4, 38. Rem, 
11, 8, Pſal. 76, 10, 


V.14. 1n the day ef proſperity be joyful!, 
bat in the day of adverſity conſider) 11 the -. 
day of good be thou in good, Or; be thou 
gdod , That is, joyfull, and cheerfull, 
The prefix I, ſometimes denoting a No- 
nunative Caſe , as ſome learned have ob- 

ſerved, 
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ferved, Or, it may note a fulneſs of joy ; 
B2 thou very joyfull; as the like phraſe ſeems 
* , to 1mport, Exod, 32, 22.1 Joh.s, 19, Joh. 
9.34. Mark 5.3,25. Pal; 29. 4.& 33. 
4- When God gives thee proſperity, do 
= enjoy it With a cheerfull and a thankful 
eart, 


— 


which though it ſeem crooked unto thee, 
yet thon cant not make Rtraight, verſ. 13, 
nor by murmurirg , or wreſtling, mend thy 
ſelf. Therefore: in the day of evil, ſee to 
thy ſelf, take heed of any undecent and 
unbeſeeming behaviour of hearts ſo much 
the word ſeeing ſometimes doth import, Mar. 
I2. 38. & 13.9. 1 Cor. 10, 12, as alſo ſe- 
rions obſerving of what is propoſed unto us, 


r Sam, 24. x1, and accurate perpending and 


attendance upon jt, that we may learn ſome- __ 


thing 


" .Cap.7. the Book of EcclEhaftes. * 2: 
thing byit. So ſhould we behave our ſelves in 
the time of trouble, Mic. 6. 9. Pfal. 94. 
I2, & I19. 7I. Iſaiah 26. 11, & 42, 
25. 

God alſo bath ſet the one over againſt the 
other ] Hath ſo ordered and tempered the 
life of man , that good and evil ſhould be, 
aS it were, interwoven with one another, 
thar the viciflitude of them ſhould' take of 
the heart , either from ſurfeiting on proſpe- 
rity, or deſponding in adverſity ; as. God 
hath ſet Winter and Summer,Day and Night 
over againſt one another, Gen. 8.22.Pſal,74, 
16, 17. ſogood and evil in the life of Mang= 
Lam.3.38.12.45.7.that in proſperity, a man”, 
might not ſay , He ſhall neverbe moved ,= 
nor in adverſity , He ſhall never be deliver- 
ed ; but that 1n the one, he might learn mo- 
deration; and in the other , might exerciſe 
Fith and hope, and might thankfully receive 
both good and evil at Gods hand, Job. 1.27. 
& 2. 10. Habet has vices conditio mortalinns 
atladwerſa ex ſecundss , ex adverbs ſecunda, 
naſcantur. As ina curious and well pro- 
portioned building , one fide doth exa&ly 
anſwer unto that which 'is over-righr it, Ezek, 
40. 21, as ina balance, the weight in the 
one fide, doth poiſe and anſwer to the wares 
in the other , ſo doth God meaſure forth 
good and eyil m the lives of men, and; pro- 
portion 
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| © portion then .to one. another , ſo as may 
F be beſt fitred for humane frailty., and moſt 
conduce unto the ſpiritual good of his ſer- 
vants, 1 Cor, 10, 13, Pſal, 90. 15.-& 


T03.9, 14. 2 Cor, 1,4,5,9, 10. Ia, 57. 


IG — So, 


to the end that man ſhould find nothing af- 
ter bim| Or, To the end, that man ſhould 
not be able to find out, or to foreſee any 
thing. that is to befall him afterwards ; that 
it bezng impoſſible for him, by his providence 
or prudence, to prevent that order and vi- 
ciſhtude of events , which God hath. fore- 
ordained ,, he may thereupon reſolve pa- 
tiently to ſubmit to the will of the Lord , 
( which muſt obtain notwith(anding all our 
nnquietneſs ) and to adore the wiſdome and 
goodneſs of God, who as he doth by his So- 
vyeraignauthority, whatſoever it pleaſeth both 
in heaven and earth, ſo doth he by his ad- 


mirable wiſdome, and Fatherly goodneſs, ſo * 


diſfoſe of things , and-ſo temper them toge- 
ther for the good of his ſervants, that none, 
who comes after himy'can mend his work, be 
able to order thipgs better to his own advan- 
tage then Gad hath donezand hereupon ſince 
no man can find out any thing ſuperfluous, 
any. thing defeCtive,any thing irregular inthe 
work of God,any thing which if he had been, 
___ | | - conſulted, 


P-7. © 


"> 
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conſulted, might have been better done ; 
every man therefore. ought to-take heed of 
fretting or complaining, or fiading fault with 
the providence-of God towards him, and be- 


* lieve, that. what the Lord doth, isbelt done, 


and accordingly acquieſce in it; and with fir 
lence and ſabmiſſion yield unto it, 1:Sam. Zo | 
18, 2 Sam, 15425,26, & 16. 10, Pf. 39. 9s 
Ads 11, 17,18. Iſa. 39. 8. Rom, 8.28. 


Job 9. 22, 13,1415, 33. Mic. 7.9. Lam,3- 


26——39. Job 40. 4, 

V. 15. All things have I ſeen in the daies 
of wy vanity, &c..| He confirmett the for- 
mer dodrine of Gods dark and wonderful 
providence, by his own obſervation and ex- 
perience, All theſe things have I obſerved 
11 my vain and ſhort life, Chap. 6:12, 

there is. « juſt wan that periſheth in bis 
righteonſneſ; ] Is oppreſſed and: ruined, 
being innocent ; or, for his righteouſneſs ; 
as Naboth, r Reg..21.Hab,r, 13, /n, ſome- 
times is as much. as for; as Gen, 29, 18, 

of. 12. 13. Gen. 18. 28, Fon.r.14.Matth. 
6.7. AR 7.29. 

and there is 4 wicked ,man that prolongeth 
bis life | Lives impunely in a wicked way 
without controul, and that many times, bee 
cauſe he is wicked, Job 21. 7. Jer. 12. 1,2, 
The Lord hereby teaching us, that there is a 
day to come wherein he hath appointed to 


judge . 
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jadge the world in righteouſneſs, called the = 

day of the revelation of his righteous judge- 
ments, Acts 17. 31. Rom. 2, 5. He 1s moſt 
juſt and righteous now in-all his waies of pro= 
vidence, but many times in them he hideth 
hundelf, Iſa. 45. 15. that he may exerciſe 
the faith and patience of his ſervants, and 
thar the perdition of wicked men at the laſt; 
may by his long ſuffering 2nd patience to- 
wards them, be the more conſpicuous. 

V. 16, Be not righteous over mwnob | Some 
would -have this ſpoken inthe name,.and ac- 
eording to the judgement of carnal Reaſon, 
as a politick precept unto neutrality and in- 
differency in good courſes, ſeeing piety and 
righreouſneſs doth ſo often expoſe men unto 
danger, be nor therefore over-forward. and 
religious, over-wiſe and ferupulons; be not 
ſo inflexible upon gfounds of conſcience, 
remit a little of thy Rritneſs, and accom- 
modate thy ſelf to the exigence of times and 
circumſtances, flacken thy hand, firike fail, 
looſen the radder bonds 1n a tempeft, Why 
ſhouldeſt thou nnneceſſarily. expoſe thy ſelf 
unto danger ? But I rather conceive that the 
name of the mean is here given to the ex- 
treme, for a man may many times doa thing 
canſcientioufly, and upon an opinion of du- 
ty,and thereby-involve himſelf in mach'ttou- 
ble and:danger, when: yideed there was no 
neceſ- 


- = 
: : 
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neceſſity ſo to do...1 Sam. 15. 21, 2 Sam.21+ - 
1,2, Joh. 13. 8. Rom. 1o, 2, 3. Phil. 3. 6- 
AR. 26. 9. Joh. 16. 2, Col. 2, 18. 1 Tim- 
5.23. and in this ſenſe the meaning 18, be 
wt righteous over-mnch, be not too much 
bent on a thing, juſt in thine own opinion, 
but temper thy zeal with godly wiſdome, ad- 
viſe with others, lean not on thine own un- 
derſtanding ; make not thy ſelf over-wiſe, 
as if thine own private judgement were 
ground enough to regulate all thy behaviours 
by, flatter not thy ſelf in any opinionative 
confidence of thine own ability to judge of 
all that is fit to be done, but think ſoberly of 
thy ſelf, Rom, 12.3. The more hamble thou 
art, the more wary and circumfpe& thon 
wilt be, and the more wary, the more ſafe. 
Some apply this againſt too much rigor and 
ſeverityun-cenſuring of men for unjuſt,when 
we ſee them periſh, or for righteous when 
we ſee them proſper, grounded npon the 
-doatrine of the former verſe. But I rather 
take it fora Caution and direRion to. mo- 
derate our zeal with prudence, leaſt it bring 
upon us the fore-mentioned danger, Matth, 
IO, 16, It was the commendation of Agri- 
cola in Tacitus, Retinwit, quod eft difficilti- 
mum, ex ſapicntia modum. Quiſquis plus 
jnſto non [apit, ille ſapit. | 

V.17. Be not over-mwach nicked, neither 
be 
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be thou fooliſh, &c, ] Though there is a 

' wicked man that prolongeth his life in- his 
wickedneſs,do not thou thereupon take cou- 
rage to let looſe the reins to all luſt, or to 
make the impunity of others an encourage- 
 mentto any exceſs of wickedneſs in thy ſelf, 
' "for this is folly and madneſs- to run againſt 
. a'rock, becauſe ſome one or other hath eſca- 
ped ſhipwrack. He doth not here allow any 
degree of wickednefs, bat becauſe in many 
_ -things we fin all, and no man by his greateft 
vigilaricy.can preſerve himſelf wholly from *, 
miſcarriage, therefore he warneth us to be» 
ware above all, of breaking forth into pre- 
{umptuous fins, and ſuperfluity of nanghti- ;. 
neſs, Jam. 1. 21. Exceſs. and profuſeneſs of 


-——enil, r Pet. 4. 3, greedineſs of luft, Eph, 4. 


29. Jer, 6,7. & 2-23, 24. & 8. 6, Hol, 4.2, 
2... 

why ſhouldeſt thou dye before thy time ? ] 
why ſhouldeſt thou by exceſs of fin conſume 
thy body, waſte thy ſtrength, caſt thy ſelf in>, 
to the danger of civil juftice, or under the 
- Carſe threatned againſt deſperate finners, 
Pf. 55. 23. Prov. ro. 27. Job. 15. 32, 

V. 18, It is:go0d that thou ſhouldeſt take 
bold of this, &c. | Tare hold, that js, firm- 
ly and conſtantly keep. to-1r, and never let 
it 20, Iſa, 56. 4. Job 17, 9: Prov, 4 13. 

of his ] Meaning eithet that which he 

ſpeaks 


* of them al/ ] Of all thoſe dangers, whic 
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ſpeaks of in the preſent verſe, the-fear af 
God, whereby the heart will be preſerved 
from vitious and imprudent extremes, and 
the dangers enſuing thereupon, Or elſe, 
the mediocrity he before ſpake of, it is good 
that thou hold faſt this counſel, to follow the 
middle and fafe way, fincerely keeping unto 
duty, and yec wiſely declining danger, and 
then the clauſes | of this ] and {| from this F 
maſt relate nnto the two former precepts, it 
is good that thou take hold of this, namely 
that thou be not over-mach wicked , and 
withal that thon with-dcaw not thine hand 
from that, namely; that thou be not righte- 
ous over-muach. | 
for be that feareth God ſhall come {oe 
Ex- 

tremes are likely to draiy men into. Hethat 


 ordereth his waies in the fear of God, turneth 
* afide neither to the right: hand, nor to the 
WF left, but doth obſerve one precept, as that he 
* departeth not from-another, ſhall thereby be 
' preſerved from the dangers which [ye on 


either hand, Pſ. 34.9 6, ſhall have 
comfort in tronble, and deliverance out of it; 
for the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wi/dome, he doth teach them how they may 
walk without offence, Pſ..25. 12, 14. Job 
22,20, Pf, 32. 7, 8. 

V. 19; Wiſdome ftrengthenth the wiſe, 


w2re 
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wore than ten mighty men that art inthe Ci- 
fy ) By wiſdome he meaneth that wifdome 
whichhe adviſed in the three preceding rer- 
ſes,that fear of God,whereby men are taught 
to-keep an holy moderation, and to avoid all 
anneceflary and imprudent extremes in evil 
times, this wiſdome will keep a mm from” 
the dangers mentioned vert. 15. more that - 
ten, that is, many mighty men, or principal 
commanders can preſerve a city, A godly 
man, who hath God for his friend, and his: 
Angels pitching their tents about him, 18 
thereby much ſafer from dangers, than a city” 


' 1sby the power of many Dyaaſtz or Poten- 


fates; who are intraſted with the defence of 
R, 2 Reg.6.16.Eccleſ.9.16.1ſ4.8,10.2 Sam, 


.* 20,.16—22.Prov.24.3,4,5.Zach, 2.5. Fh 
> 34 7: Prov. 3.21—26.&.4,12,13. 


V. 20. for there is not 4 juſt man upon 
earth, that doeth good, and ſinnath nit | | 
Though ſome conceive theſe words to have: ? 
norelation or connexion to th words going * 
defore, or following after, yet they ſeem to 
have a very fair a\pe& both waies. 1: To the 
former words; - there is no man ſo juſt, but 
he will ſometimes be overtaken with fi", 
which will eafily expoſe him unto danger, if 
he have not ſpiritual wiſdome to behave him- 
ſelf, in a fair accommodation towards other, 
2, To the following words, there is no man 
{d 
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ſo juſt, who doth not ſometimes fall into fin, 


and therefore he ought to bear with the er- - 


rors and failings of others. The common cor- 
ryption of the beſt men requireth of them, 
both wiſdome toward themſelves to prevent 
danger, and charity towards their brethren te 
forgive offences; wiſdome towards them- 
ſelves, that they give not occaſion to any to 
reproach and ſpeak evil of the waies of God, 


Col. 4.5,6,1 Thefl, 4. 11, 12. Eph. 5.13, 


IG, 3 Cor, LI, 13, 1Pet, 2.13. 15,16. 
Charity towards others, when they are over- 
taken with a fault,as conſidering themſelves, 
who are without Gods continued aſſiſtance, 
equally obnoxions to the ſame miſcarriages, 


Gal. 6. 1. Col. 3,13. 


not 4 juſt xa upon earth ] For the Saints 
in heaven are made perfe&,they-fia no more, 
Heb.:12. 23. The words in their abſolute 
ſenſe are afull teſtimony of the imperfeQion 
of our inherent Righteouſneſs in this Life, 
and that even juftified perſons come very 
ſhort of that exaft and perfe& obedience 
which the Law requireth, Pf. 103. 3, 4. & 


- 143. 2. TReg. 8.46, Iſa, 64.6. Prov, 20, 


9. 1 Joh.1.8, xo0.Rom. 5.14 —23. 

V. 21, Alſo take no bred anto all words 
that are ſpoken, leſt thon hear thy ſervant 
exrſe thee. | Set not thine heart upon all: 
words that men fpeak, or all things that =y 
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do unto thee.: ſet not thine heart over- 

curiouſly to know them : when thou doft 

know them, lay them not to heart, be not 

\ troubledat them, do not ſet thy ſelf to re- 
venge them, let them not diſquiet thy mind, 
ſee them, and ſee them not, I Sam. 9. 20. . 
2 Sam. 13. 20, 1'Sam. 25.25, & I Sam,' 
IO, 27, Prov, 19.11, & 20. 3. Itisa great 
point of wiſdome .to diſſemble injuries, to 
connive at them, totake no noticev? them, 
"to paſs them 'by with meckneſs and neg- 
le&; 2 Sam. .I6, 10, 1.1. This meekneſs be 


"2 
requireth to beſhewed even towards mean F 1 
and abje& perſcns, or towards the pooreſt | c 
ſervant in a mans fafnily, who doth ſome-";F'n 
"times, it may be; throngh our own profoca-' | fc 
tion, utter ſome hard and undutiful ſpeeches” ÞÞ h: 
againſt us, Joh.31.13,14. 0 
V, 22. for oftentimes alſo thine own. beart *Y' ' 
_ ->knometh, that rhon thy [elf likewiſe baft cur- "Pl 
ſed others }. The order of the words ſeems "Wa 
to be inverted, for the meaning is, thon "1" 
art. conſcious to thyſelf that thou haſt often» JI vic 
times:curſed or ſpoken evil of others. The © Uh 
confideration of our own frequent paſſions \ 
and infirmties ſhonid move us patiently to, Y'1, 
ſuffer, and willingly to-pardon the over- £80: 
fights of onr brethren, Gal, 6; 1, Tit. 3. 3. $9 
Jam. 3. r, 2. Matth. 7. 1-5. The more-$3-& 
ſenſible any man 1s of fin in higpſelf, the no 
. mee 
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meek and charitable he will be towards o- 
thers, Pride is the ground of contention and 
cenſoriouſneſs, Prov, 13,10, 

V. 23. All this have I proved by wiſ- 
dewe: I ſaid 1 will be wiſe, but it nas far 
from me. | He profeſſeth the truth of. all 
which he had before taught, that wiſdome is 
an excellent-proteion to a righteous man - _ 
againft-his own corruptions,and danget$ens% 
ſuing thereupon, and confirmeth it by his own 
experience and tryal, according to tht great 
wiidome which God had given him. Yet 
withal, he acknowledgeth how ſhort he came 
of that perfe&ion in wiſlome, which he pro- 
'miſed himſelf by the diligent uſe of means 
to attain unto. Profeſſing the great difficulty 
he found therein : 1. He was endued with 
the Spirit of God, anq with his fear, which 
is ever accompanied with ſpiritual wiſdome, 
PC. 119, $9, 100. 2. He tad a perſonal 
and extraordinary-promiſe of wiſdome above - 
FF any other men, 1 Reg. 3.12. 3.He had 
"Nl uſed all the means to increaſe this excellent 
| =_ of God in himſelf, 1, He did yery 

ighly prize it, Prov. 3.13 26, & 8, 
I1,12.. 2, He had the benefit of a Reli- 
Fgions education, and his tathers inſtruRions 
Fro quicken him in it, Prov, 4. 4——T3. 
3: He (et his heart wholly npon it, that ae- 
\Fcording to the property of wiſe men, he 
migh 
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might be yet wiſer, ard get more knows. 
ledge, Prov. 9. g. & 10, 14. Eccleſ. I, 13, 
4. He prayed eamneftly unto God for it, 
which 1s an excellent means to get wWiſ- 

ome, Jam. I. 5, Eph. 1, 17. Col. 1.9.) 
2 Chron, 1.10. 5, He had humility, and a 
due ſenſe of his want of wiſdome, (which 


' alſois a fit diſpoſition of heart to be taught F | 


of God, 1 Cor.3.18.& $,2,P\,25.9, Matth, 
II, 25.) 1Reg. 3.7. 6, He had all-out- 
ward furtherances and accommodations te- | ; 
wards the getting of it, wealth, peace,power, Þ » 
authority, to call in all the affiſtances which} 4 
might be uſeful unto him in it, Eccleſ. 2. 9, la 
10, 7. He had anextraordinary Rock of in-f| th 
fuſed wiſdome to begin withal, which heÞca 
greatly improved by long and accurate ex} 0n 
perience, 1 Reg.4. 30. Ecclef. 1, 16, And} pri 
= after all this he profeſſeth, That though] dit 
e ſaid he would be wiſe, Though the put4 pre 
ole of his heart was wholly ſet pon it, yetſih of 
be found that it was far from him. Teaching PC. 
us thereby, 1. The unſearchable deepneb 
and diſtance of wiſdome in its whole wide 
neſs from the nobleſt and moſt ſublime u 
derftanding of man, Job 28, 12 21 
& 37.15 23. & 38, per tornm. RO 
I1. 33, 34+ 2. That the moſt perfeR Sainti® 
arg the moſt ſenſible of their 1mperfe&tion 
as the more delicate the ſenſes are, the mt 
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ſharply are they affe&ted with what cffends 
them, Rom. 7. 14 24. & 12,3. 1 
Cor. 15.9, Io. & 13.9, IO, 3. Thatitis 
the nature of ſpiritual wiſdome to diicover 
| | ſpiritual wants, and the more the ſou] knows 
| |. of God, the greater doth it diſcern and- be- 
|. F wail its diſtance from him , as things peere(t 
t | the Center make more hafte-unto it, Exod, 
| 33.11,18. | 
- V. 24+. That which is far off, and excetd- 
- | ing deep, who'can find it out ? | Ot, that 
ty which bath been, is far off, and exceeding 
<A deep - the word is doubled, to note the ſuper- 
9, lative degree, as Prov. 20.14. He ſheiwerh 
nf the cauſe why he was far from wiſdome, be- 
hWcauſe the works,of God, whether of Creati- 
| on, Redemption, or Providence, are very 
ntl profound, abſtruſe, and myſerious, greatly 
zh diſtant from the eye, and beyond the com- 
aA prehenſion of the weak and narrow reaſon 
yay of man, Prov. 2. 4. Job 11, 6——19% 
ll P{.139. 6. 
V.25.1 applyed mine beart tokhnow, and 
to ſearch, and to ſech out niſdime, &c | Or, 
and my beart turned every way, left no 
means nuttempted, exaitly to diſcover wiſ- 
pdowe, &c, The ufing of many words unto 
ine purpoſe, implyes the exquifite and cv- 
10us ſearch which Solomon made in this in- | 
Jury ; as Deut, 13,14. See Chap.1,13,17. 6 
L & 2, 
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& 2:3, 12. Solomon was not ſo much dif- 
couraged by the difficulty, as provoked by 
the: excellency- of wiſdome, and made ne 
other uſe of the profoundneſs and abſtruſe-" 
neſs thereof, than to multiply his endeavours 
in ſearching after it. 

80" {ech out niſdome and the reaſon of 
tbings\] The curious art and ſubtil contri- 
yances of things : the ſame word is uſed, 

yerſ. 27, 29, Chap, 9. 10. 2 Chron, - 26, 


15. wheteby.we are tanght-in the diſquif-! 

tion of knowledge, eſpecially that which is: 
| ſpiritual, not to content our ſelves with-# : 
.., ſuperficial ſhew, but to get rooted and _ 
* grounded principles, that we may be able F 
with full afſurance to give a reaſon of ti | 
hope which is in-us, 2 Pet, 3, 15, and wif © 
have a diſtin comprehenſion of the truthy FY 
that we may be rooted and fixed on it, Epi + 
3.16,17, 18, & 4,14, and give a cle "3 


anddeliderate Judgement upon it, 

# Þ, and my beart | That 1s, I did hearty 
' and ſerjouſly-ſeek out, The copulative Val 
doth either 1mport a prepoſition, I with af 
heart did ſearch, as 1 Sam. 14,719, or a Moi 
clear explication; I, that 1s, my heart : 
the learned conceive that copula many tink 
to fignifie as Mich as, That is,as Gen. 35. 

x Chroh.'21, 12, 2 Sam. 17.12, 15Sam.Þf 
40, &28, 3, p 
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And to know the nickedneſs of folly, even 
of fooliſhneſs and madneſs | Or, the fooliſh- 
neſs of madneſs : as the Apoſtles expreſſion 
- 16 #keplon@r dung]ia, a Gnning fin, Rom, 7. 
x3, {0 here the-Wiſe man expreſſeth the de- 
ſperate wickedne(s. and folly of corrupt 
hearts ; by wickedneſs of folly, and foolith- 
neſs of madneſs,.thereby fignifying the vaſt 
and deep corruptian-and decert which is in 
the heart of man, The knowledge-:whereof 
he did fearch after, that he might be the 
better able to convince and: to difſe&t the 
conſciences of others, I Cor. 14, 24, 25. 
Heb. 4. 12, Ezek, 14. 5. Iſa. 49. 2. Pſ.45- 
5;Rev, 1,16; only his ludy is 11-this order, 
firft-he ſearcheth -and ſeeketh ont wikdome, 
a$an antidote againſt the datger of his ſe- 
cord ſtudies, to diſcover: the wickedneſs, 
folly, and madneſs of ſenſual pleaſures. And 
therefore we ſhall obſerve, that inthe par- 
* ticular wickedneſs which he ſp2cifteth in the 
next verſe, namely; :the; inticements of a 
whoriſh woman, be doth often psemiſe the 
Commendations of wiſdeme, and the ftady 
of that, as an effetual prevention of that 
"I auſchief, Prov,:2,. 10 e: & vp. 1,3, 
"1 3. & 6.6, 20 24. Prov. 7, 4,5-&9. 
Jo—13, 
| V.26: And 7 find ware bitter than Death 
the 'wowan whoſe brart is ſnares and nets, 
2 L 0 &c. | 
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&c, ] He ſheweth the diſcovery which he 
had made by-his ſtudy to find out the wick- 


edneſs of folly, and fooliſhneſs of madneſs, | 


by inflancing in one particular vanity of the 
wiles and ſubtilties of harlots, which it was 
neceſlary for him to add to the former cata» 
logue of vanities, that he might give to the 
Church then, and leave a record- for all po- 
Kerity to take notice of his ſpecial Repen- 
tance for thoſe groſs miſcarriages which by 
that means h2 had been drawn into. And 
here he gives, 1.The CharaQter of an whoriſh 
woman, deſcribed, 1. By her ſubtilty. Her 
heart is ſnares and nets, her cunning devices 
to deceive and intangle ſenſual perſons, are 
as gins laid to catch filly creatures, who are 
entiſed with the bait, but diſcern not the 
danger, See Prov. 2. 16, & 6. 24, 26. & 7, 
5. & 9.16, 17, & 22. 14. 2. By her pow- 
er, her hands,wherewith ſhe catcheth, hold- 
eth, embraceth him, are as ſtrong cords to 
hale imple fools as'an ore to the ſlaughter, 
Prov, 7. 43, 21, 22, Jude, 16, 15-—19, 
2, Here is the great danger of theſe nets and 
bands to the ſouls of men, 

T hey are wore bitter than death | Mott 
pernitioas, and bring more heavy miſeris 
with them, We read of the bitterneſs 0 

- death, 1 Sam. 15. 32. and of a worſe bitter 
neſs, the end of a ſtrange woman 4s birrer « 
wor 
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wormwocd, and ber ffeps take hold on hell, 
Prov.5. 4, 5. Death may be ſweetned and 
ſanRified, made a welcome and deſirable 
thing to a believer, x Cor. 15.55.Phil;r.23, 
Luke 2, 29, 30. But the bitterneſs of hell 
1s incarable ; death may be honourable, to 
dye in a good cauſe, in a good old ape, to 
v9 to the grave in peace, lamented, defied, 
with the ſweet ſavour of an holy life, and 
many good works to follow one, Rev.14.13, 
Phil, 1.21, Pf, 116. 16, But to conſume 
and putrifie alive, under a 7 «bes of impure 
kafs, to periſh, as Tiberius did at Caprez, 
quotidie perire me ſentio, to ſhipwrack a 
mans honour, ruine his eſtate, ſhorten his 
years, conſume his fleſh, put a hell into his 
conſcience, to bury his name, his ſubſtance, 
his ſoul, his carkaſs, in the boſome ofan Har- 
lot ; this is a bitterneſs Deyond that of death, 
Prov.5. 9, 10,11. &6. 26, 33. & 9.16, 
I7, 18. 

who ſo pleaſeth God, ſhall eſcape from her, 
but the ſinner ſhall be taken by ber | Here is 
intimated the great wrath of God againſt this 
fin, Itis a fin which he uſeth to give over 
reprobates, and thoſe whom he in ſpecial 
manner hateth, unto , a fin which few repent 
of, to take hold of the. paths of life again, 
Prov,2.19, & 22, 14. Amos 7; 17.Rom.T, 
24—25, Eph. 4.18, 19. A man is not 
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preſerved from the power of this temptation 
by his own wiſlome or ftrength, but only by 
the ſupernatural grace 'of God. 

V.27.28., Brhoid, this [ haves found, 
( ſaith the Preacher, ) &c. | This, which 
he had ſpoken of, verſ. 26, or which follow- 
eth, verſ. 28, 

ſaith the Preacher | This added, 1. To 
- give credit from his wiſdome and experi- 
ence to What he here affirms: eſpecially 
having made ſo diſtinEand accurate an in- 
quiry, weighing and comparing one by one, 
to find out the account, and to come to a de. 
rerminate and clear judgement in the caſe, 
and to-make a certain concluſion. 2, To 
teftifie to the Church his repentance, This 
bave I found, ſaith the ſoul, which, by ſound 
repentance, 1s returned unto the Congrega- 
tion of Saints, Which was before enſnared in 
the nets and bands of ſeducing women, and 
th:t upon ſerious & ſad recolle&ed thoughts, 
which he hath not yet given over, bat doth 
mhiſt upon the ſame pemitent inquiry (till, 

one man amongit a thouſand have 1 found, 
but 4 woman amongſt all thoſe have I not 
found ] The meaning is not to condemn one 
ſexe rather than the other , for a// have /in- 
ned, and come ſhort of the plory of God, 
Rom. 3.23. ) and Solomon had known good 
anc wiſe women, as well as men, Prov. 18. 
23, & 
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22, & 19, 14.Prov.12, 4. & 31.10——30. 
Bnt he ſpeaketh here of his 'obſerwation, ac- 
cording to his former ſenſual converſation 
with wanton women, which ſeems to be the 
reaſon of the number- here: mentioned : for 
Solomon had a thouſand wives and concu- 
bines, all ſtrange women of the neighbour 
wicked nations, Which turned away his heart 
from the Lord unto idols, Among(t all theſe 
thouſand, Solcmon had not found one- g299J 
one, 1 Reg, 11,1-—9 Oc the f:btil coain- 
ſels of one man, amongt mavy, may more 
eaſily be diſcerned, than of any harlot, be- 
cauſe their flatteries and dalliznces do. ſteal 
away the heart, and put out the eyes and 
judgement, and infatuate a man: ſo, that he 
can look no further than the prefent delights 
wherewith they do bewitch him, Hoſ, 4.'11, 
Jadg. 16, 179-—21. Prov. 7. 21, 22, & 
v6 

V. 29. L9, this only have I found, that 
God hath made man upright, but they have 
ſought ont many inventions, | T his only: He 
could not diſcover all the ftreams of wicked» 
neſs and folly amongſt men ; but the origi- 
nal and fountain of them all he doth diſco- 
yer, namely, the corruption of the heart of 
man by the fall , this he found, that their 
wickedneſs was not from God,nor by creati- 
on, but from themſelves, and theit willing 
L 4 enter 
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entertainment of the temptation of the ſer- 
pent, Some more ſubtilly expound theſe 
words, as a confirmation of the former : God 
made Adam Right, and fo he continued fo 
long as he was alone » but when the Woman 
was 2iven unto-him, ſhe tempted him, and 
then they ſought oat many 1aventions, Be - 
eanſe the woman was firft inthe tranſ preſſion, 
I Tim.2.14, Bat here he ſpeaketh of both 
Sexes togetherunder the name of man, and 
ſheweth, that they were made without any 
- of this ſinful and ſubtle wiſdom, after the 
' Image of God, endowed with divine wiſdom 

to diſcern the way untotrue happineſs, and 
with perfet ability to purſue the ſame, Gen. 
r.26, Col,3.10, But though he were made 
ppright,yet he was as a creature,mutable, 8& 
ſo ſubjeQ to be overcome by temptation,and 
accordingly he did eafily admit of the tem- 
ptation of Satan, and ſought out many in- 
ventions of his own, did not content himſelf 
with that way to happinefſe which God had 
preſcribed, but fancied to himſelf an higher 
perfe&ion, and g_ to follovy thoſe new 
waye$ unto bleſſedneſs, vvhich Satan and his 
own deceived heart, did ſaggeſt unto him, 
and ſo fell from his primitive honour, and 
became like the Beaſts that periſh, and con- 
trated a bottomleſs and unſearchable depth 
of ſinful deceit, which none but God can 
throughly 
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throughly ſearch and-diſcover, Jer. 17. 9. 
Ifa.57.10. Jer. 2.23, 24, & 32.22, By 
many inventions, he meaneth all theſe vain, 
though crooked counſels, and carnal ſhifts 
wherewith men do pacifie, palliate, excuſe, 
defend all their finful courſes,Pſal,119.133, 
Rom,1.21. 2 Cor. 10,5, Gen.6.5. Ludo- 
vicas De Diea traoflateth the words thus, 
Ipſt autem que ſiernnt cogitationes Magnatumy 
They (ſought out the inventions of mighty 
men, or of the Angels, who were not con- 
tented with their own ſtation, but forſook 
it, Jud. v.6. and ſo relateth to the tempta- 
tion of the Serpent, Ye ſhall be like unto 
Gods, you {hall be advanced intg a nobler 
and more honourable condition, then now 
you are in, Gen. 3.5, theſe thoughts, being 
ſuggeſted by Satan, they ambitiouſly enter- 
taned, and-ſo fell from their primitive per- 
fetion, 


CHAP. VIII. 


He wiſe man proceedeth in this Chap- 

ter, to give further precepts touching 
tranquillity of life. Arid. they are, 1, P:a- 
ical prudence with the fear of God, which 
Ramp a kind of majeſty and luſtre on the tace 
of a man, and make him to be had in reve- 
L-$ r20CC 
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rence of others, verſ., 1, 2. Obedience 
ro Magiſtrates, without haſtily attempting, or 
obſtinately perſiſting in any rebellious dehgn 
it being in their power, as they pleaſe, to a- 
venge themſelves upon us, verſ. 2. 3,4, 5. 
3. Preparedneſle of heart to bear inevitable 
evils, by a prudent obſervation of times, and 
judging of whatis in a concurrence, or ſuch 
and ſuch circumRances fitteſt to be done, and 
where things are dark and undiſcernable, t4 
diſpoſe our hearts quietly to yield to the pro- 
vidence of God, verſ. 6,7, $. 4. Becauſe it 
is a very great temptation unto diſquietneſle 
and impatiency of ſpirit, when a man livett 
under wicked Rulers, againſt whoſe cruelty 
all a mans wiſdome and meeknef[2 can hard 
ly be ſecurity enough : He therefore, 1 
obſerveth the providence of God in this pat 
ticular, verſ. 9, 10, 2, the reaſon of th 
inſolence and exceſs ot evil in the lives« 
ſuch men, verſ. 11. 3, the grounds « 
comfort unto good men - #3 this temptatio 
and of terrours and reſtraint upon evil men 
notvithſtanding their preſent power ant 
proſperity, veiſ. 12, 13. Lying down a ge 
neral propoſition concerning Gods provi 
dence in the afftirs of this life, whereunt 
good men ſhould ſubmit, verſ, 14, F 

A cheerfull enjoyment of ontward and pr 
fen 
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ſent bleſſings, without anxious ſollicituds for 

the future, yerſ.I5, 6. A patientreſt, - 
ing inthe providence of God, admijjng his 
works, and adoring the unſearchablenefe of 
his counſels ; whoſe judgements,. though 
they may be ſecret, yet they cannot be un- 
righteous, verſ, 16, 17. 


Veiſ, I, \A/ is as the niſe man ? And 

who knoweth the imerpretatir 
en of a thing ?] He had ſet his heart to ſeek 
out viſdome and folly, Chap.,7. 25. And 
baving there handled the later of theſe tio, 
as the uſe of the Scriptace many times 1s, 
when two members or- branches of a ſubgect 
are propoſed, to handle the later firſt,and 
then to reſume the former. Behbo/d how poud 
and pleaſant it is for bretbrex todmell toge* 
ther in anity, Pal. 133. 1. Pleaſant as the 
prettous oynment of Aaron, verſ,2, Good 
and -profitadle, as the dew of Hermon, verk 
3-:Ifa,5'6. 3,4,6.) he doth here rexurg to 
the former member, ſhewing the excellengy 
of wiſdome, whereunto no other' js 'to be 
compared. The prefix Caph may be under- 
flood, either ag a note of fimilitude, zz þo is 
asrthe wiſe man ?(i.) None 1s to be compred 
to him : And ſo it may be underſtood as-{pa- 


ken of ymſelf, Who hath attained a grearge 
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meaſure of wiſdome then I have ? who yet 
with-iny utmoſt ftudies have not been ableto 
finde'out the -perfeEtion of it, Chap. 7. 23, 
24, Or it may be taken pry nota veritatisgand 
ſo the ſenſe to be, that no man can attain un- 
to perfe&t wiſdome, as ver, 16, 17, 

aud who knoneth the interpretation of 4 
thing ?] Here are two ſorts of wiſe men no- 
ted antous, 1. He that is wiſe in himſelf: 
2. He that is able to teach others wiſdom. 
Or, who is able truly to judg of all affairs, 
and rightly to diſcern what in every caſe 15 to 
be done, or leftundone 2 Dan. 2. 4, 57: 
& 4.3. 16. 

4 wans Wiſdome maketh his uy to ſhine | 
This ſeemeth to allude to rhe brightnefle of 
Moſes his face, Exod. 54. 29, 30, 34. the 
like whereunto we read of Stephen. Acts 6. 
I5., Hereby is noted, 1. That wiſdom 
doth beautifie a man with tranquillity of 
mind , and cheerfalnefſe of countenance, 
ſpem frome ſerenat, Pal. 4.6, 6, Prov. 1 F, 
T5. '& 16, 24, Pſal.34.5, 2, That it ma- 
keth his light of holinefſe to ſhine out unto 0- 
thers, Matth, 5. 16.Joh. 5. 35. Phil. 2. 15, 
3.That it rendreth him revererd, venerable, 
amiable in the eyes of others, and doth con- 
ciliate ſpecial honour and favour unto him, in 
the hearts of thoſe that converſe with him, 


Job 
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Job 29. J-—16. 4. Thar it inlight- 
neth his eyes, that he may more clearly un- 
derſtand what he 1s to do, and to leave un- 
done ; the light of the Lord ſhineth on his 
wayes, Pſal. 25. 9. Job 22. 23, Pſal. 32. 8, 
1 Joh, 2,20, 

ard the boldneſſe, or, flrengtb of bis face 
ſhall be changed, or, denbled| By the Orength 
of the face, we may'underſtand fierceneſle, 
Impudence, ſourneſs, auſterity ; as Dan. 8. 
23, Deut. 28.50, Prov. 7, 13, & 21. 29. 
Iſa. 3.9. Pfal. 10, 4. Jer. 4. 3. wiſdome 
changeth all this into mildnefſe, meek- 
nefle , and ſerenenefſe of countevance g 
as Moſes was the wiſeſt and holieſt, ſo he 
was the meekeſt man, Numb. 22. 3. Prov. 
11,2, 2, By ſtrength of face, we may un- 
derſtand confidence and courage , For the 
righteous is bold as a Lion, Prov. 28. I, Guilt 
* and ſhame caſt down the countenance, Gen. 

. 5, 6. Righteouſneſſe and wiſdom embol- 

enit,r Sam, 1.18. Job 1x, I5. Luk. 21. 
28. And in this ſenſe, ſome read the text thus, 
(which the Original word well bears) The 
ſtrength of his countenance, his confidence 
_ and courage ſhall be doubled, Chap. 9. 19. 
Iſa. 40. 31, Prov. 4.18. 

V. 2. 1connſel thee to keep the kings com- 
mandement, and that in regard of the oath of 
God] [rokeep, There is in the Ociginal an 
Ellipfis, 


- 252 Annotation; on ap. 8, 
Ellipks , and ſomething neceſlarily to be 
ſupplyed, as is uſual in other places, Pal, 
120,7, Hoſ.14.8, 2 Cor,9.6. Matth.25, 9. 
2 Thefſ.2.3. 1 Tim.4.3.Gen.25.22,Matth, 
21.30, 1, if thou wilt admit of my coun- 
ſel or perſwaſion, thus adviſe thee, Ir is 
put Elliptically,to intimate a ſpecial Empha- 
fis; and to give authority to the precept, 
Gal. 5.2, 

T 0 keep the Kings command] To obſerve 
the mouth of the King. The Angels are 
| faid to ſee, or obſerve the face of God, in 
token of obedience and readineſs to execute 
his commands, Matth, 18.10, Efh. 1, 14, 
1:Reg.r0.8, The mouth is often uſed for 
the command, which proceedeth from it, 
Ex0d.38.21,Numb.4,27. Joſh.1.18. Our 
obedience muſt not be according to our own 
fancies or conjeRtures, but according unto 
the preſcript of the Law, for the Laws the 
mouth of the Magiſtrate. This is one ſpe- 
cial part of prudence, in order nnto tranquil» 
lity of life, tobe faithful and obedicnt to- 
wards Magiſtrates, and not to make our 
ſelves wiſer then the Law, 

and that in regard of the oath of God | 
Theſe words are both an enforcement, and a 
limitation af the duty preſcribed ; | 

1. An enforcement ; It is neceflary to 


yield obedience unto Magiſtrates, not onely 
out 


gd 
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out of fear towards them, becauſe of their 
ſword, but out of conſcience towards God, 
and becauſe of his vowes that are upon us, 
Rom. 13.5. and ſoit ſeems to relate unto 
ſome covenant and oath of fdelity, which 
was taken by them towards their Pcinces. 
We read of the covenant between the king 
and the people made before the Lord,x Chr. 
11.3. and a promife or league made in the 
preſence of God, was likely to berbyithe in- 
tervention of an oath,asthe covenant between 
Abimelech and Abraham, Gen. 21, 23,24, 
See Gen.26.28,29, & 31.44,53. And this 
may ſeem to be intimated in that phtaſe of 
Giving the hand under Solomon ; which we 
render, By ſubmitting themſelves unto him, 
1 Chron.29.24, A like Ceremony,where- 
unto Abrahams ſervant uſed, when he (ware 
faithfulneſs unto him, Gen. 24. 2, 3. & 47- 
29, Sogiving the hand, was a ceremonial 
confirmation of ſome ſworn covenant or pro- 
miſe, Ezra 10.19. Ezek. 17.18, year Þ 
dMiauy acferiw, x; T1555ey)0, Tliad.2, And 
hence ſome here by Tarawentum Elobimy 
anderſtand the Oath of the Magiſtrates,who 
are ſometimes in Scripture ſo called, Exod. 
22.28, Pſal.$2.1,6, Joſh.10.34.: Thereby 
to teach them to rule for-God, not by their 
own luſt, but by his Law, and'for the-good of 
his people. But I rather underſtand,by the 
Oath, 


254 Apwnitations 6n ap. S, 
Oath of God; an oath ſworn unto God, Ifa, 
19.18.8:44,4. 2 Chron. 15.12,14, & 34. 
31,32, So that we are bound to be obedient 
unto M1giſtrates for the Lords ſake,1 Pet.2. 
I3-—17. as ſervants are required upon the 
ſame —_ to yield obedience to their 
maſters, Eph.6.5—8. 

2. This clauſe containeth a limitation, by: 
Which our abedience unto men is to be boun- 
ded; Kereprthe Kings Command; yet (0, 
that thou do.not violate thine oath and obe- 
dience due urto God, Thy ſervice to the 
one, muft. be ſuch as: will confiſt with the 
fealty to the other , ſor we are bound unto 
God and his ſervice by oath and covenant, 
x Pet.3.21, Neh,9.38.& 10.29. Pal. 119. 
x 06. and no ſubordinate obedience to others 
muſt make us forget our duty unto him, 
1 Sam.19.1. & 23,17. Dan,3.16, 17,18, 
AQ.4.19. & 5,20, I Pet.2.17, Prov. 24, 
21. I Reg. 21. 3. Efth. 3.2. I Sam, 14. 


45-- 

V. 3. Be not haſty to go out of bis fight, 
&c.] Or, Go not haſtily oat of bis fight. 
When two Verbs finite come together, ei- 
ther the later is tobe taken infinitively; as 
Deut.2.31, Eſth.8.6. Pſal.102.13. or the 
former adverdially , as Gen,24,18. 1 Sam, 


4-14. Hoſ.9.9, 
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Be not bafty to go] It ſignifies ſuch haſte, 
| as ariſeth ont of terrour and: perturbation of 
ſpirit, in which ſenſe the word is frequently 
taken,Exod,15.15, 2 Sam.4.1. Job 23.15. 
He ſheweth the root of Rebellion, namelY, 
impatience, fear , perturbation cf ſpirit, 
whereby men fling off trom their ANlegiance. 
Servants are ſaid to ſtand in the preſence of 
their Lords, 1 Reg. 10.8. Eſth, x, 4. So 
that haſting out of their preſence, implies, a 
declining and cafting off of obedience, Jon. 
1.3, I Reg.12.16. -This 1s one part of 
obedience here forbidden, haſtineſs in ta- 
king offence, diſcovering of choler and £:> 
content,flying away fn patſion,either fromthe 
preſence or from the Commands, or from the 
anger of a King, not remembring that Kings 
have many eyes,& can ſee at agreat diſtance, 
and long arms, and can eafily reach thoſe that 
flye in diſcontent from them.Obedience, in- 
* nocence,calmneſs of ſpirit,a meek and yield 
ing diſpoſition, may ſecure and reconcile a 
man, (for a ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath) 
when turbulency and unquietneſs will but 
plunge him into greater disfavour and dan- 
ger. Another and worſer Errour, is wilfully 
to pzrfift-in diſobedience, and to- boyl up 
the former paſſion into habitual Rabborn- 
neſs. 


: Dz 
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Do not thou. fant in an evil thing] 
thou have been. tranſported with pertarba- 
tion, and gone out-of the way, cool and dravy 
back betime z. do net harden thy ſelf in thy 
defe&ion, but labeur, by forbearance; and 
mildneſſe, torecover his favour again, Proy, 
E5.15&*25.15. &30, 32, Toftand in a 
thing, is to have a fixed and unmoved reſo- 
Iation-upon it, 2 Cor. 7; 37, Epheſ.6, 11, 
T3, I4. | 

' » for be doth whatſoever pitaſeth bim| This 
is not-ſpoken to confirm, or give allowance 
- unto any revengefull and cruel Aﬀions of 
Princes, as if their power did ſerve to exe- 
cute their own luſts ; but he ſheweth, be- 
fides the finfulneſs of it, how unſafe, and how 
fruitleſs it is toreGiſt thoſe, who have power 
to do what they pleaſe, and who being in- 


zjured and provoked, can eafily break in pie- : 


ces thoſe who riſe up againſt them. 


V. 4. there the word of a King is, there 
i power : and wbo may [ay unto bim, What 
dof thaw? | Think not that thou ſhalt be 
able to eſcape the wrath of a King ; for if he 
but ſpeak the word, he hath power enough to 
reach thee where ever thou goeſt ; Where 
ever the Command of a King comes, it is 
accompanied with power enough to be aven- 
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ged on any that provoke him. He never 
wants inſtruments to execute his diſpleafmre. 
When Saal pronounced - death upon the 
Priefts, there wanted not a Doeg to ſet upon? 
them, I Sam.22.18. Din,5.19. 

and who may ſay unto bim,#bat dof# thou? ] 
This elſewhere ſpoken of God, who worketh 
all things by the counſel of his own Will, 
and doth whatſoever he pleaſeth both in hea- 
ven and-earth, Job 9. 12, But of Princes 
and Magiſtrates it cannot be -abſolately and 
ſo fully ſpoken , for'being ſubje& unto Er- 
rour, and miſcarriages, they may with humi- 
lity and wiſdom be admonithed, 1 Sam, 14. 
45345. But he ſpeaketh here of the great 
power which they have, againſt which the 
people dare not to mutter, Prov.30.31. and ” 
ought not without much reverence to conteft 


| withal, Job 34.18, 


V. 5. t#heſo keepeth the commandewent, 
ſhall know no evil] This may de underftood 
either of the Commands of God, Piety- and 
godly Wiſdom will teach a man to walk ſo 
circumſpeRly, as that he ſhall not provoke 
the wrarh of the King to his own ruine : or 
of Commandment of the King, whereof he 
ſpake, verſ.2. 

' he that obſerveth bis commandewment, ſhall 
know no evil,] None of the danger before 
mentioned, verſ. 3. ſhall live ſecurely, and 
quietly 


$53 Annotations 01 Cap, $: 
quietly out of fear, Rom. 13; 3,4. 1 Tim. 
2,2: 

- and 4 Wiſe mans beart diſcerneth bath time 
and judgearent} This is a qualification of the: 


precept, a wiſe man will not for fear of dan-, 


ger, or hope of adyantage, do all that is com- 
manded him by. a blind obedience, but he 
confidereth the ſeaſon wherein , and the 
manner how to-execute commands : or he 
knowes to ftnd out a-preper ſe2ſon, and right 
way to apply himſelf unto the Prince,to pre- 
vent his diſpleaſure, to gain his favour, to 

qualifie or alter his Commands, if they be 
any way grievous, I. Chron.21.3. Judg. 6, 


27, Gen, J2,7;8,13,16,17, X33, I 2z I 4, 


I'Sam,25.18—, 1 Chron.12.33, Neh,2, 
4, 5,12,16. Eſth, 4. 5. & 7,2, & 5. 
5:3 6+ 


V. 6,7. Becauſe to every purpoſe,there is | 
time and judgment : therefore the miſery of | 
man is greater upon him, For be knoweth no | 


that which ſhall be * for who can tell him when 
it ſba!l be? | Becauſe to every parpoſe or 
enterprize there is a proper ſeaſon, and pe- 
culiar manner of ating, npon which narrow 
points, the happy ſucceſs of ſuch underta- 
kings do depend, and this cannot. withouc 
much wiſdome be duly obſerved : hence it 
cometh to paſſe, that the miſery of man is 
greatupon him. . This general is to be .ap- 


plyed 


LR  * *F -: _ 


Ul 


 Cap.8. 


the'Book of Ecclefiftes. 259 
plyed to the particular cafe, a man'by incur» 
ring the diſpleaſure of 'his Prince, bringeth 
much miſery upon himſelf, becauſe he want- 
eth that wiſdom, which ſhould ſuggeſt a pro- 
per- opportunity, and right way of regaining 
his favour again, When there is 12norance 
and folly within, dangers and ſnares without, 
it is hard for a man to walk ſafely, There 
is no greater part of wiſdome then the pru- 
dent obſerving of times, circumſRances, and 
the right manner of tranſa&ing bufinelles 
that are of weight and conſequence unto us, 
Jer. 8.7,8. Amos 5.13, Luke 19.44. Prov. 
I5.,23. AR. 22, 25 —29, Att. 23, 


WE 
. for be knoweth not that which ſhall be.] 
Becauſe a man cannot foreſee future events, 
nor exatly judge of the conſequences of 
aQions, therefore it is very difficult to avoid 
many of thoſe miſeries which by reaſon of 
this 1gnorance do attend him. | There is'one 
ſeaſon, and one manner of ating, which 
would have been ſeconded with ſucceſs, if a 
man could have foreſeen it, but any other 
time, any other 'way of proceeding, would 
miſcarry.: great therefore muſt needsbe the 
miſery of man by reaſon of this ignorance, 
who hath « thouſand waiesto mifſe the mark, 
aud bat/ one to hit it, A man cannot fo 
muchas fore-appoint his own-aRions for the 
ſuture, 
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269  Anndiation;st — Cip.o « 
future, much hefſe foreſee the conſequence 
and jffues which vrould follow thereupon, 
Prov.27.1, Jaw. 4.14, None can foretel| 
a man what ſhall be, but God alone, Iſa. 41; 
@3. & 44.7. & 46,10, Onely this a wiſe 
and holy man may be ſure of, that whatever | 
falls out ſhall be for his good, though 1t may 2 
be contrary to His deſire and expeRation, 
r Cor. 3,23. | 


V. 8. There is no man that hath puwtr 
over the ſpirit, #0 retain the ſpirit, neither ;, 


_ bath be power inthe day of death. } By (pi 


rit,he meaneth the breath of life, or the-ſonl, - 

So it isoften underftood, Gen.6.19, Job 5, n 
7.112.425. Plal.104.29, Luke 8.55, Jam. 

£8 47 2,26, | ; -4 y4 
This may be underſtood, 1, Generally, - 


to ſignifie the weakneſs which is in man to] 
belp himſelf againſt the greateſt future evihÞſ | 
namely, death : no power, 'induſtry, wiſe-I ; 
dome, can keep the Soul,when.God by death} | 
requires 1t-: no man hath the dominion, 'overÞ | 
bis. own life, to live as long as it pleaſethY , 
himſelf ; nor over death, to repell and refit 
Heb.9. it when it comes, Pſal.49.79—10, | | 
27. | 

2, Partzcularly, to-the preſens argument | 
of obedience to Princes; whoſe wrath is as 
the coaring of a Lyon,whofe diſpleaſure: can 

got 


Tcip.t. 
"FJ not be avoided. An offender hath no pow- 
er totetain his life, when ſapream authority 


' the Book of Beclefaftes, er 


pilot judgment- againſt it : and therefore 
we ought wiſely to take heed of thofe provo- 
cations which are likely to caft us under ſo 
great danger : for the puniſhment of rebel- 
lion can'no more be avoided, then the Wind 
can be held faſt. Therefore we otghtto Keep 
our ſelves ſtill within-the bounds'of duty;ahd 
that will preſerve'us from ev1l, as verf.y. 

to retain the ſpirit} To ſhut it in,to keep 
it from going away. Neither hath he,' or 
any man, pover in the day, or over and 
againſt, the day of death, to adjourn and pro- 
rogue it ; quo pede pulſat payperum taber- 
nas, regwngque tyrres. The power of a King 
is as little againſt death, as the power of the 
meaneſt beggar, And therefore ſome have 
obſerved, That whereas when David is men- 
tioned upon other occaſions, he 1s nſually 
ſpoken of by the name of King David, when 
his death 1s ſpoken of, there 1s no mention'of 
his Dignity and Office, but onely of his 
name, 1 Reg.2.1, 

and there is vo diſcharge in that marr] 
Or, no weapon Wwherewith we can prevail in 
enr-war with death, There is n0 apparatiee 
bellicus agawht ſach an Adverſary, no arrow 
or pavelin thit%a- man can let flye -irfthis 
combate; Or, thete is no miffion into this 
battel, 


262 Annotations on 


make War againſt death. So the word ſeem- 


eth to be underſtood, Pal. 78. 49, *ds ts: 


wage] dEeX is whaguor. So Symmachas ren- 
dreth it, It is not poſſible to Rand in bat- 
tel array againſt ſuch an adverſary : the Sep- 
tuagint render it thus , &x #579 Small & 
akps Toriue. There is no miſſion or di- 
mifſon.in that war ; which ſenſe our Inter- 
preters ſeem to follow, in their Verſion, 
There is no diſcharge in that war, no man 
can have a Vacation or an Exauctoration 
- from that warfare. There is no proteCtion 
or deliverance from the hand of death. 
neither ſhall wickedneſſe deliver thoſe that 
are given 19 it] Unquiet wickedneſs, (inful 
ſhifts,vhich men in danger are apt to betake 
themſelves unto, though a man turn himſelf 


every way,and move every ſtone,yet he ſhall? 


not be able to deliver himſelf, Sanl and Pi- 


fate would fain ſhift off the guilt of their fins 


upon the people, 1 Sam.15.21, Matth. 27. 
24-and Caiaphas pretended neceſſity for his 
perſecuting of Chriſt, Joh, 11. 5e, but this 
did not deliver their fouls. By wickedneſſe, 
here may be underſtood, in relation to the 


Cap. 8.) 
battel, in vain doth any man go forth to: 


argument of the text, Rebellion, Sedition, F.. 


difobedience againſt Magiſtrates, as 1 Sam. |, 


24.13. The words are a weiwnss wicked- 
neſſe ſhall nee deliver, that is; It ſhall de- 
ſtroy 
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ſtroy thoſe that uſe itz as Rom.1.16.Plal.cr, 
17. Prov.17.21, Prov.11.4, 

V. 9. All this bave'T ſeen, and applyed 
mine heart unto every work, that is done un- 
der the Sun: There is a time nherein ont 
wan ruletth over anither to bis own hart. | 
With his wonted tranſition he paſſeth on to 
the obſerving of another Vanity, winch was 
to be-found among(.men ; I applyed orgaye - 
mine heart unto every work, as Chap,'7. 26 
teaching.us with ſpecial atrention to obſerye 
the wayes of Gods providence in the world; 
Pſal,t111,2, 1 Pet.1.10,11, When he was 
thus conſidering of the right means of living 
comfortably, by yielding due obedieaceuns 
to Goverament : He found that fome Prin+ 
ces iyere ſo tyrannical and intolerable, :thit 
it was very hard for men to live quietly an 
der them, they go on without controle, -and 


FE miſerably afAi& the poor people, Prov. 28. 
115,x6, for whoſe, good and :comfort they 


Were appointed, Rom.1 3.4; God thus pleas 
fing in his Jaſtice many times to;purijſh. the 
fins of a Nation, by giving them np-into. the 
bands, under the will of unrighteons Govets 


Tours, Zack.11.6, Hoſ. 13,11. Job 34. 30« 


t12,10,6. GC 14,20, &L I'9,4. But: as they- 


tevanity of ſuch Tyrannical Gourfes., They 


tend at.laft to the hurt of thoſe tharuſgthews 
the.Rod which-beateth the qhildreay, is uGry 
M1 ally 


words are obſcure, ſome underſtanding the 


Vanity,qhit the memory of good men ſhoul 
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ally at laſt thrown into the fire. As their 
power hath put into their bands a greater li- 
berty of finning, ſo hath it heaped np for 
them a greater meaſure of wrath, Iſa, 10.12, 
Dan.11.36——40, Ifa.14.4——23, 1RCcg. 


15.29,30, 


V.Io. And fo 1 ſaw the wicked bariedewho | * 
bad 'tome and gone from the place of the Holy: }| © 
ahd they mere forgotten in the City where J 
they had {o done : This is alſo vanity.) Theſe 


former part of wicked Ralers, and the later 
part of good Rulers : others,the whole,only 
of wicked ones, The ſum of the former 
fenſe is this ; When I conſidered the ruke of 
Tyrants over others, I obſerved that when 
they were dead and baried, they did as BY: 
were come and return agam in their Chil 
dren or wicked Succeſſers, who reigned {kiffe” 
them, Job 8.1 8,19, or when they had beat 
deprived and:depoſed, and ſo as it wete bull” 
ried,1. ſary thetn returo to domination agaity 
Bit other g$00d men, who had watked wit D 
God in his holy place,are driven ont of fight] 70 
made to tw\ into corners, and as it were buJ'<. 
ried in forgetfulaeſs, Prov.e8.t 2,28, Pal." 
r3(T.. even in that City where they ad * 
done *Right. This he looked vn as a gre 


"30 
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_ perith; 
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et#h ; and. wicked-men hontd' be had in 
onour, Bat- the" other ſenfe whith apply- 
eth-all rowicked Rulers, ſeemeth tobe more 
genuine, and .is followed by on Tranflation 
I ſay wicked Rulers continue all their hfe 
long in the place of the Holy one, to be had 
;, | 11 great honour, and afrer they had gone in 
2nd out before the people”in the place of 
Jaſtice and Government, ( whitch is the 
rf} ſhrone of God) I ſay them magnificently 
«|| Paried 1n very great pamp and ſolemnity, 
er Luke 16.22, yet being dead, notwithſtand- 
oF Ig all thoſe flatteries and formahties in 
of Þ<ir funeral, their name and memories did 
| quickly periſh and dye with their bodies, m- 
jomach, that in that very City where they 
Ind lived inſo great power, and beenbaried 
70 ſo much ſtate, they were preſently for- 
Footten, neither the Nobleneſs of their Fa- 
_ulics, nor the flatteries of their Creatures, 
br the magnificent Monuments ereted for 
_ hetn; were” abſe\'to preſerve their_natmes 
6 fro rorterinefſe, Prat, 37. 9, 10, 35, 36. 
J Prov.ro,7. © By, rhe place of the Holy, or of 
Hi 


k N ove. « 3. 3.' underſtand the 
ributiaty of Jadgment, whereon they fit as 
Pal bis Vickers, ur, 1. 17, Pſal. 82.7, 


q | 10d;22,4 8.'1 Eh 1.29.23. 2.C ron, 19, 
$5 By coming and going, feems'to be inti- 
44362 M 2 
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mated the adminiftration of the publick Of- 
fice of Government, elſewhete expreſſed in 
the like-manner, by going in and out befare 
the people,Numb.27.17.Deut.31,2, I Reg, 
7. 

and they were forgotten | The Septuagint 
render it, and they were praiſed ; upon an 
eahie miſtake of one letter for another 4n the 
original word. | 

where they had ſo done] Others, where | 
they had done right, in the firſt of the twe 
former ſenſes ; &s dixaua pdta]s5s as Sym 
- machus : or where whatſoever they did waifh ; 
accompted Right, and ſo it js appliable talff | 
the later ſenſe. | 

This # alſo V anity] All the power and | 
pomp of wicked men in their life, and fune- | 
rals, is but mere Vanity, fince when theyſl | 
are gone, their names and memorials periſh | 

| 
| 


with them. WO ST 
V. 11, Becauſe, ſentence. apginff an evi 
work 4 not executed [peedily ;. therefore thi 
beart of 1he ſons of men ta fully. ſet inthew lf | 
do evil.) Here is intimated the Reaſon why} | 
wicked Rulers go on without remorſe of | 
controle in their tyranny and oppreſſion alf | 
their life long ; nam]y,. becauſe the Jydg 
ments of -God threatned. againſt them, are 
not preſently put 'in execution, 'The-pro-k 
th " ſperit 


ſperity of wicked men doth exceedingly 
ſtrengthen and harden them in their wicked- 
s neſs. This proceedeth from infidelity,and 
a root of Atheiſm in their hearts, they can- 
not (Ee afar off, or if they do, yet becauſe 
evil ſeems far from them, therefore they go 
on ſecucely, abuſing the goodneſs and long- 
ſuffering of God unto 'preſumption, which 
ſhould have led them unto repentance,Rom, 
2. 4+ 

Fu, we here ſee that there is ſentence 
pronounced againſt every wicked work, If2, 
3.I10,17, 

Secondly, That the Lord is flow in put=- 
ting that ſentence in execution, being Wil» 
ting that men ſhoald repent, 2 Pet. 3.9. 

3. That ths ſentence being pronounced, 
ang though it come ſlowly, yet it will come ſure- 
ney ly againſt ungodly men. It is every day 
hell nearer and nearer, arid the longer it ayes, 
nod the: more heavy it will be, It comes with 

feet of wooll, but it will ſtrike with hands of 
"ul lead, Gen. 6.3, 
& 4, That wicked men abuſe Gods pati- 
1 ence unto preſumption, and becauſe they 
"JF ſee all well with them, do deſpiſe his threat- 
"$ nings totheir own deſtruction, Iſa. 5.19, 
 Jer.5.12. & 17,15. 2 Pet. 3.4. 'Ezek;12. 
22, Pſal,55.19. M 


M 3 


5, That 


5. That Impunity maketh wickedneffe 
more excefwe and outragious, and the heart 
of man-is the, more falled and emboldened in 
wickedneſs, by how much the more expe- 
rience it bath of Gods fſlawneſg xp Wrath, 
Macth.24.4 3,49. Prov.7,18,19,20, 2 Pk, 
3+ 3 249 

therefore the heart of the ſons of men « ful 
in them, Of i folly. ſet in them to do. evil, 
1s bold in themjſo Aquila 3 therefore the ſom 
of man 40 evils agdy xapdiy, with 4 fearleſs 
and pre/ampt nom beart » {0 Symmachas.; 
the phraſe noteth an height of confidence 
«nd reſalvedneſs on finful courſes, called in 
the Scripture, madneſs, excels, greedineſs, 
ruſhing, breaking forth, ſuperfluty, &c. Efth, 
7.5» AQ. F. 3» G89.6,12.,y3. Luk.6.1 TI, 
Jer. 50.39. 1 Petuq. 4. Epbefi4.19. þer.6: 
7.& 8,6, Hof.4.2. Jan.t.2r. 

V. 12413, Though 4 ſinner do evil as 
hundred times, and his dayes be prolonged : 
yet ſurely 1 knom,&c.} Hete he anſivereth 
the Temptation whereby good men are apt 
to be offended at the profperity af wicked 
men, Pſal. 73. 2,3. Jer, 12.1. and wicked 
men to be hardened in their (ins thereby: 
.'Fhongh a ſinner do continue todo evil, and 
eſcape ptniſhment an bandred times, never 
Galen, as Chap.6,3. d?, 


and 
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and bis dayes be prolinged} Orghis puvithe 
ment delayed : or God Jo put oft his anger, 
and not (iraightway execute it upon. him, 
Chap.7.15. Ifa.48.9. Deut.4.49. Exod.2o. 
12, yet ſurely I know, and do confidently 
affirm, That it ſhall be well with them that 
fear God, Iſa. 3.10, 11, The order of the 
conſequence is inverted, and firſt the remu+ 
neration of good men is mentioned, before 
the paniſhment of evil men, ro ſtrengthen 
r heir fanth, and to comfort them! againſ} the 
oppreſions and injuries of their potent ad» 
yerſaries, becauſe uſually the rage of Tys« 
rants doth vent it ſelf againſt thoſe that fear 
God, | hs , 
which fear before bim] This is'the cha» 
racer of a good man,. they fear God fincere-- 
ly, they tremble at his preſence, they labour 
to commend their hearts and conſciences to 
him in well doing, Ifa.8:13, When wick- 
ed men proſper and rage, they fret not, they 
fear nottheir cruelty, but Rill they hold falt 
their integrity, and go on ſteadily in- obedi- 
ence and patient waiting on God, 

But it ſhall not le well with the wicked, 
neither ſhall be prolong his dayes, which are 
As 4 m_ It ſhall nit neſt] This 18-2 
mewn, leſs being ſaid thery is intended : for 
the meaning is, It ſhall be very-ll with him; - 
as Ex0d.20.7. Pſal.34.5; Rom.1,16. Pal: - 


M 4. $34. 


I2 


$4. 12, Iſa. 42.3, Rom. 4,19, Revel. 
11, 


neither ſhall he prolong his dayes] ' Long |} 


life is oftentimes promiſed. as a blefling, 


Prov.28.16. Exo0d.20,13.Pſal.91.16, Prov, 


3.2, . ard the contrary threatned as a curſe, 
Pſal.55.23. and thougi they ſeem to live 
long, their longeft life is but as a ſhadow, 
which {addenly 1s gone, Pſal, 144:4, wrath 
doth at laſt certainly overtake them. Where- 
as 2n Scripture ſometimes prolonging of ones 
dayes, relates to a life after death, and a 
viftory over it, Iſa, 53.10, 


V. 14. There is 4 vanity which is dont 
pen the earth} He doth not paſs this Cen- 
ſure upon the wiſe and righteous providence 
of God, whoordereth all the ſeeming con- 
fafjons and diſorders which are in the world, 
and who is pleaſed after a ſeeming tnequality 
to diſpence good or evil unto men, contrary 
to what our reaſon doth judge moſt equal and 
righteous, Job 9. 22, & 21.7,8, Bat fiſt 
he ſpeaketh according to the judgment of 
fleth and blood, which is apt to judge hardly 
ct ſo ſtrange a diſtribution, Plal.73. 13, 14. 
2. :He doth it, to ſhew the vanity of all out- 
ward things which do variouſly happen unto 
men under the Sun, which being diftibutet] 
without any great difference, ſometimes evil 
things, 


notations on ap. 8. 
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things to-good men, ana good things to evil 
men , do lead us neceflarily to think but 
meanly of them, and to look after a further 
Judgment , wherein rewards and -puniſh- 
ments ſhall be in a more notable manner di-. 
ſpenced, Chap.7.15. 1 Cor. 15.19, And 
even in this diſtribution there is much good- 
neſs ſhewed to- one man in his ſufferings, 
whereby his graces are exerciſed : and much 
wrath and juſtice to others in their proſpe- 
rity, whereby they are many times harden- 
ed and enſnaced, Pal, 69. 22. Hoſ. 13, 
6. 
V.15. Then 1 commended mirth,becauſe 
a man bath no better thing under the Sun, 
then to eat, and to drink, and to be merry, 
&c.] Some make this-to be a ſenſual and 
carnal dedution drawn from the former ob= 
ſervation, that fance by a mans meſt circum- 
ſpe& walking hz can no more free himſelf 
f:om evils, thea if he. lived more looſely, 
and fince evil men do many times govaway 
with the rewards of good men, and good 
men ſuffer ſuch things as they had not deſer- 
ved : fince a man gets nothing by his holi- 
2ſs, nor loſeth any thing by his wickedneſs : 
It,is- therefore the beſt way to take our plea- 
fares,to eat and to drink and be merry,and to 
take no further care then,how we-may: for 
the preſent gratifis one licentious deſires, 
M- 5 1. Cor.. 


272 0m; on ap, 8.} 
x Cor.t 5.32. Ifa.22.12,13, Amos 6.3—6, 
Pſal.73.51,12, But I rather underſtand: 
the words in the ſenſe formerly expreſſed, 
Chap.2,24.& 3.12,13,23, & 5.18, Since: 
it 15 1mpoſſidle for a man to free himſelf from 
thoſe common: vanities and temptations 
which are under the Sun, Therefore there is 
no-greater 1{dom, no better remedy of our 
preſent vexations, then to compaſe our 
hearts m an holy calmneſs and ſecurity, not 
over-curiouſly or queruloufly to inquire into 
the dark providevces of God in the World, 
but with an holy ſubmiſſion to commit our 
ſelves to the Lord, and in his fear, and with 
cheerfulneſs -and thankſgiving to enjoy the 
_ bleflings which his bounty hath be-'l 
owed upon us, withont any unquietneſſe of | | 
ſpirit at the diſorders we ſee, or any anxions || | 
and follicitous thoughts tonching any thing | 
which for the future we may fear, Phil. 4.zr, || | 
12,13, 2 Thef. 3.12. 3 8 
for that fhaÞ abide with him of bis labour, 
the dayes of bis /ife, mbich God piveth him | 
wader the Sun} This is the onely truit which } + 
a man can reap in this life from all his la- | 
bour ; greater benefic he can never expe | | 
from any thing ander the San, then to 'have } 
food and rayment, with cheerfulneſs of heatt 


in the nſe of them. 
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V. 16, 17, #hen1 app/yed mint heart ts * 
know wiſdome, and to ſee the buſintſſe that is © 
done upon the earth} He here concludeth'* 
with a reaſon why a man ought not anxioufly® 
to perplex or diſquiet his thoughts about the 
Works of Gods Providence, 1n the Govern- 
ment of the World, why good men are af- 
ied,and ilt men advanced ; beeauſe when 
a wiſe man hath applyed his mmd, mide it 
his bufineſs, broken his ſleep in thrs inquiry 
yet he ſhall come ſhort of what he promiſed 
himſelf, and malt at laſt acquieſce in the So- 
reraignty and Dominion of God , whoſe 
Works are nivſearchable, and whoſe Jadge=4 
ments paſt finding ont :; therefore we” 
muſt ſuppreſſe all raſh cenſutes' of thoſe" 
things the reaſons whereoft we are not able to? 
attain unto, and with calmneſſe and tranqui- 
lity of ſpirit, labour to enjoy preſent comforts: 
rather then. to buke our ſelves with curious 
and fraitlefle inquiries. 0 2 21008 
to ſee the bufineſſe that & done on tb 
earth That is, to diſcover and get a'Clexyj"4 
diſtin and fatisfying accompt of all: the* 
works of Gods providence i the world y tof 
comprehend the reaſons of the 2dminiAtati-- 
on and Government thereof , to haves ritis! 
onal view of the compages and whole frame 
of humane affairs,torecohicile all the feeminge- 
abſaxditiesand incopgritifies mijeh appear "Y 
: tem, 


" *94- Annotathons on 
them, to look exactly .into. the Tempera- 
ment.. and Compoſition of ſo many infinite, 
and-contrary events, unto the making up of 
one molt exquiſite and beautiful work 

for there is that neither day nor night ſeeth 
ſleep with his eyes} As Chap. 2.23. This 
he ſpeaketh- of his inceſſant ſtudy, in denying 
himſelf neceſſary refreſhments, out of the in- 
rentnefſe of his minde in this inquiry, as 
Nrong and fixed thoughts will keep: away 
fkep from our eyes, Pal. £27.2. Ecleſ, 5. 
F2, 

4 m4n cannot find ont the work that is done 
pider the Sun] Cannot perfetly underſtand: 
or ſearch. into the counſel of God mn the go- 
vernment of hamane affaires, his ſecret Jud- 
gements, his admirable contrivances, his va- 
tious wiſdome Job. 11, 7, 8, 9. Pal. 36. 6, 
& 92.5, a mancan neither by labour, nor 
by wiſdome, (the two great Engines and In- 
Aruments of diſcovery,) attain unto it. He 
doth not hereby diſcourage us from ſearching 
mio the works of God, which elſewhere we 
are direed to obſerve, Pſal. 113, 2. & 
L04, 24, & 105.5, & 106, 13, Iſa. 5.13. 
But only teacheth us after all, to adore the 
depths of his wiſdome., toreſt ſatisfied that 
whaterer he doth, how- contrary ſo ever it-. 
appear unto humane. reaſon, is righteouſly,. 
bolily, and wiſely done. Secrer and wonder- 
| ful 


p.8. 
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ful his works may be, byt they are never un- 
juſt : and therefore when we cannot under- 
Rand them. we muſtadmire and adore them, 
Job 9. 2=—14: & 40.2. 3. Rom. 11.33 
na=$$, 


CHAP. IX. 


N the end of the former Chapter,.the 

Niſe man obſerved the ſecret and hidden 
courſe of Gods providence ; and in this, pro- 
ceedethrin the ſame argument, taking notice 
of a confuſed adminiſtration of the world in 
common Events which do equally befall both 
the good and the bad, even as death at the 
laſt hapneth to them all alike, verſ. x, 2, 3. 
Wherenpon he reſumeth- his former remedy 
againſt this vexation, to wit, that we ſhould 
comfortably: enjoy life, and the good things 
thereof, while we have time todo it , and 
not defer it till it be too late, becauſe when 
death-comes, it deprives us of all the com- 
forts and delights which this preſent life doth 
afford unto us ; upon which occaſion he prai- 
ſeth life before death, becauſe therein we 
have the liderty of enjoying all good things 
under the Sun, the ſenſe of all which Death 
doth bereave us of, verſ.. 4,5 6. And thex2- 
fore ſince the dayes of our life are but Vani- 
ty, we ought with much cheerfulnefle and in- 
tentzon 


"6 Hunt 4tions on 
tention of mind to enjoy all the ſweet con- 
rentments which life doth afford us, yet fo, 
as not to leave the duties of our Calling un-: 
done, this being all the portion which we 
can have in this life ofall our labours, verf, 
7,8,9,10, After which he falleth into 
the contemplation of another wonderful pro- 
vidence of God, whereby events ſeem to be- 
fall men, rather by chance, then by reaſon 
and counſel, and contrary to thoſe previous 
difpoſlitions by which we are led to expe& 
far different effefts from thoſe which do 
come to paſſe,verſ.11.The reaſon whereof in 
part he ſubjoyns, namely that invincible ig- 
NOrance Waich is wn all men of the proper 
ſeaſons wherein ations are to be done, or 
elſe diſability to forefee and prevent the 
evils which are coming towards | nnnquas do 
ſuddenly ſurprize them, verſ, 12, Laſtly 
leſt he ſhould ſeemto diftate unto us a ſu- 
pine negle& of all. ood means towardsour 
defired Ends, in regard that things ſeem to 
be governed rather by chance, then by conn- 
ſel, He ſheweth the excellent uſe of godly 
wiſdom to deliver us out of ſuch dangers, by 
an example of One poor, but wiſe man, who 
being ina lintle City meanly man'd and de- 
fended,. did -by his wiſdome deliver ic from 
the power and military affaulrs of a mighty 
King which came againſt jt. Yet nc 
Withal 


_—_ 
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withal 2 very great Vanity amongſt men in 
neglecting fo wiſe a man decauſe of hispo= 
verty, verſ, 13, 14, 15, 16, whencehe con- 


 cludeth, by ſhewing the excellency of wiſ- 


dome, that ſilent wifdome is better then cfa- 
morous and buſtling power, and then alt in- 
Rraments of war, And withal, that as one 
wiſe man may avert much danger, fo one 
wicked man may deſtroy mach good, ver, 

T7, 28, a 
Vetſ, I, Lf this I conſidered in mine 

A heart] I gaveall thistormy 

heart. I laid it up in mine heart, Ft natecty 
ſpecial Rudy and atcention thereanto, Lake 

2, FI, & 21, 14, 

even ts declare all this] To prove, ext- 

mine, perfe&ly to underſtand, and clearly to 
manifeſtalt this. The word fignifies to puri- 

fie and purze,becauſe when a thing is ſoyled 
and defaced, £15 the more difficultly known,” 
2 Cor. 3. 16. 17., 18. | 

T hat the Righreons,and the wiſe, and their 

wirks , are in the hand of God | That the per- 

ſons and works of the beſt and moſt prudent 
men are nat in their own power or diſpoſal 
but are 'gnided by a Divine providence, and 


| by a ſecret, invifable, 'and unpreventableti-- 


| 


; recon from above, by him who worketh all 


things, by the counſel of his own Will : = 
C 


AE AE a aa wma 
E* . \ Annotations on 9.9. 
be in the hand »f God, noteth, 1. Subje&ion 
- to his power, Joh. 3. 3 5. Matth, 28. 18, 
Joh. 5. 22. 2, DireQtion and guidance by 
his povidence, Ac. 4. 28. Jer. 10.23, 
Prov, 16, 9. & 20, 24. Ex0d, 34. 24. 3, 
Ruling by his powerful though ſometimes ſe- 
cret =] inviſible Government. So the 
hand of the King, notes the command or or- 
der giyenby the King, 1 Chron 25. 3. 4. 
Cuſtody and proteRion from evil by his care 
Eſter 2. 3. Iſa. 62. 3. Joh. 10. 29, 29. Our 
-works are tranfient things, and as they come 
from us, ſeem to vaniſh away, and to be no 
more, they are quickly out of our hands ; but 
they are alwayes in Gods hands, and written 
in his book, he reſerveth them unto the time. 
of Retribution, and keepeth an exat-Re- 
cord and Regiſter of them : So that no one 
-of them ſhall be unrewarded, Heb.6.ro, Our 
perſons, our times, our 1mployments ate 1n 
the hand-of God, men cannot do to us, or 
diſpoſe of us as they will, Joh. 19, 10, 1t,. 
neither can we diſpoſe of our ſelves as we 
pleaſe : but he who is wiſeſt, and knowes 
| Whatis beſt for us, and what uſes we are fit-: 
teſt for, doth as it pleaſeth him, order both 
our perſons, ourtimes;/ our places, our call-: 
ings, 'our work, ons - Wages, as-may be moſt 
for the glary of his Name, whoſe we are, and 


whom it i5our happineſle to ſerve in whatſo=- 
ever 


We 
ves 


At-! 


oth- 


= 
oft 
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ſ0-- 
yer 
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ever ſtation he ſhall be pleaſed to place us 
in, 2 S2M, 15,25, 26, 

no man knoweth either love or batred by all 
that is before them] The words admit of 
fach a readingas this; The Righteous, and 
the wiſe, and their works are in the hand of 
God : Alſo Love and Hatred, to wit, are in 
the hand of God, He loveth whom he will, 
te hiteth whom he will, Rom;9.11,12,13, 
15,16, Noman knoweth any thing that is 
before him + no man can diſcover the coun- 
ſel or the love and hatred of God by any 
outrvard things which he looketh on , the 
fame things equally happening to the good 
and to the bad,Chap. 8.14. Matth.5.45. Or, 
no man can know whether the things which 
he loveth, or the things which he hateth, 
ſhall befall him, though he cuide his works 
with never ſo much rectitade and prudence; 
events depending on the providence of God, 
and not on the counſel of man, Rom, 9. 16. 
Jer. 9. 23, 24. Iſa. 45.9. Jam. 4.13,14 
IS; 

V. 2, All things come alike unto all: and 
there is one event, &c. | Some would have 
theſe words, and ſo forward to verſ. 13. to 
de the perverſe judgement of the fleſh, and 
the voice of Atheiſts and Epicures upon the 


doQtrine of - providence before ob(erved : 
Bat we muſt remember, that-Solomon me 
e 


280 Annotations on p.9; 
eth only of outward things, and the different 
adminiſtration of them : and of the reme- 
dies of vanity and vexation, in regard of our 
condition here under the Sun, reſtraining 
and limiting all the confuſed events ot 
worldly things by the holy hand and wiſe 
providence of God : And all the precepts 
which might_otherviſe ſeem to ſavour of 
Senſuality and Epicuriſme by the fear ef 
Gad, and honeſt labour in our vocations ; 
which things being premiſed, all that is here 
ſet down, doth well conſiſt with the will of 
Gad, and the ſcope of Solomon in this book, 
which is to ſet down ſuch rules de T renqu#/+ 
litate ani, as may make a man comfortably 
to digeſt the vanities of this hfe, and (weet- 
i} tq paſs over the time of his pilgrimags 
ere. | 
All things come alike to 4/1 | Omnia fie 
omnibus: So Symmachus, 47ev]a 3ueua Tos 
T47ts All alike nnto Al]. This 1s the reaſon 
why we cannot judge of love or hatred by 
ontward things : for albeit good things are 
promifed unto good men, and evil things 
threatned unto evil men, yet Ged doth fo 
proceed in the execution of theſe promiſes 
and threatnivgg, as that faith only can diſco- 
ver the difference ; all things ontwardly,and 
' tothe eye of ſenſe appearing alike to all : As 
if the Lord had ſubjeRted all things r th 
omi- 


Pg FUE BOOK Maltes, 221 
domination of Fortune, rather than of Ju- 
fixee ; ard that the events of the world, were 
all rather caſual and contingent, thai either 
predetermined by the counſel, or. governed 
by the providence ef God. . 

one event to the riphteeut and to the wicked, 
&c, } Moſes dyes 1n the wilderneſs, as well 
as thoſe that murmured. Joſiah in the wars 


as well as. Ahab, Is Abraham rich? ſo is *,- 


Nabal : Is Solomon wiſe? ſo is Achigpbel : 


Is Joſeph honoured by Pharoab ? fo is Doeg 


by Saul. And uſually, as to ontward things, 
the advantage 1s on the fide of the worſt 
men, Pſ. 73.12, 13, Mal. 3.15. 

to the righteous and. the wicked, } Ine» 
eard of their ſpiritual tate and condition to- 
wards God. Not that any. man. is perfectly 
righteous in this life, "Chap, 7. 22. but: ih- 
choatly by the firſt fruits of the Spirit, Com- 


 paratively, in oppoſition to the wicked. E- 


vangelically, by fincere diſpoſitions of heart, 
and by the ordinary prevalency and dominy- 
on of grace. 

to the clean and unclean | Between whom 
Sreat difference was to be made, Ezek. 22. 
26, 

to bim that ſacrificeth,and him that ſacri- 
ficeth not | That carefully obferveth, or pro- 
phanely negleReth the wotſhip. of God ; 'as 
we ſee in the exatmptes of  Jeroboam ant 
Jehu. As 


5 a; __ 


pariſon, 'and abſolute fimilitude between the 
things compared, Gen.'18, 25. & 44. 18. 
Ifa. 24. 2. 1 Reg. 22. 4: - 

and be that ſmeareth | Namely, falily or 
raſhly, without truth, or judgement, or righ- 
teouſneſs, 

4s he that feareth an vath ] The charaQter 
of a godly man, who doth ſo reverence the 
oreat name of God, 'Deut. 28, 58, that by 
the fear thereof, he is kept from ſivearing 
raſhly by it, and when he 1s called to ſwear, 
doth it with an awful regard towards that 
e{orious and fearful Name. 


V. 3. This an evil amongf# 4ll things 
that are done, &c. | When 1 conſider the 
courſe of providence, I found this to be one 
of the-moſt grievous things which hapneth 


under the San, That all things, the ſame ' 


equalevents,both in life & death,do happen 
not only to the juſt and the unjuſt, but even 
to the maddeft and- moſt. deſperate of fin- 
ners,who all their life long do give up them- 
ſelves unto all exceſs of wickedneſs, 

This is an evil among all things | It 1s not 
evil in regard of God, who doth all ina moſt 
wiſe and holy manner: but evil, that is, 
grievous and troubleſome unto man: to be- 
hold 


 Annetationion . <CIp.9.* 
4s is the good, ſo is the finer ] The doub- 
ling of the prefix Caph, noteth an eqial com- ' 


hk A _ oo ati 
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hold, a great temptation unto him to- con- 
fider, that juſt and wiſe men ſhould be ex- 
poſed to the ſelf-ſame miſeries, with fools 
and ungodly, 

an evil amoug(} all things ] Or, above all 


- other evils : So ſome render it, hoe peſſimmmy 


this is the worſt of evils. As the Superla- 
tive is often expreſſed by an AdjeQive, go- 
verning an Ablative caſe with the Prepo- 
ſition Cqph: Examples whereof;the Learned 
e1ve in,.I-Sam, 17,12, Prov, 30, 30, Cant. 
1.8, Luke 1,28, Jer. 49. 15. 

yea aiſotbe heart of the ſons of men is full 
of -evil, &c. | Yea, 4/ſ0 ; That upon occa- 
fion hereof, when men ſee that it is all one, 
whethermen be good. or bad, as to.any Out- 
ward difference 1n things here below ; they 
judge it yain to ſerve the Lord, they deſpiſe 
all threats, they undervalue all promiſes, they 
let looſe the reins, ard run headlong unto all 
kind of wickedneſs and madueſs, all ſort: of 
furiqns, headfirong and deſperate exceſs, 
na boldnefs and preſumption, See Chap. 

.I1, 

..and after that they goto the dead ] Aﬀer 
a life ſpent in madyeſs and ſenſuality; then 
they dye. Or, Their later.end1s to goto the 

ead ©: T8AwTale Is rexpis , ſo Symmachus. 
Others, After that, (4.) COON own 

ea) | 


OR n—_— - . 


Bu, in 


madrieſs is death, Rom.'6.'21. 


V4. For 'to bim that is joyned to all the 
livinp, there 45 hope ] Inthe written Text it 
15, Who ſhaſl be choſen ? but the Mafo- 
reths dire& the reading tobe, iriſtead 'of cÞ4- 
ſen, joyned, by a tranſpoſition of the Origi- 
nal letters. This correAion ſome Learned: 


men have-conceived'mneceflary. Some ren- 


dring it thus, For what or which ſhall be cho- 
ſen ? Thereby meaming, how difficuk it is 
to reſolve, winch Rare or condition to-chitſe, 


that of the living or of the dead. Yetquicks | 
1y palliog a judsement vn the fide of theli- 


vinp, in regardof the hops 2 man may hare, 
while helives, of bettering his condition, 
Others,annexing theſe words unto the laft of 
the former verſe, thus, After all mens mad- 
neſs,their end is te dye: Who ſhall be choſen 
out,orexempted from that'comotr condition? 
Since therefore all-men, without any-\choice 
or exemption, muſt dye, moſt miſerable is 
the condition of thoſe mad men,whoſe hearts 
are full of wickedneſs, even till death over- 
take them :; For while men, live, there is 


F 


fome gronnd of hope, but tte "iightieſt, of 


finners, when once dead, are paſt hope, and 


284 Ant ations on Cap.9.” 
heart, runmiog after their own luſts, they do Þ 
at loft fall meo the pit. The end of all (how 


Cl 
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1 
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ina worſe condition than the mezhefſt men 
who are yet alive. Others, retaining the 
marginal reading, render it thns, by an inter- 
rogation,For who will be joyned,to wit,with 
the dead > Who will chuſe a dead man for 
his companion, fince that is, of all, the moſt 
hopeleſs condition > Bat this is a forced 
ſenſe ; herein therefore Interpreters do moſt 
agree, As for him that is joyned to, or is 2 
companion of the living, He hath hope. 
While life remains, whzt evils ever befall x 
man, he is im hope to break through, and 
to mend his condition ; fome good things 
however he doth yet injoy : Bur, as to the 
good things of this world, after 'dezth there 
8 ho hope, Sytmmachus, yhom: che: vutgar 
followeth, rendreth ir thas, 7s 2g Is ate 
Hieurign Cor, Who ſhall alwaies continue 
alive? Unto ſach a man there would be hope. 
Pagnum & Montanus keep the reading 1m 
the Text, and render it thts, Whoſoever 18 
choſen unto, or among the living, unto-him 
there is hope. The Septuagint renders. it 
differently from all,$7:TicIcxormwys wpe; welr- 
Tos Tos CarTes; Who 1s there that comma-: 
nicateth with, or tovards all the liviagf 
They ſeem to follow, not the writtep Text, 
bat the reading ; an1 ſo by conffunicnting, 


DO 3 


mean joyning in fello vſhip with the {1ang+ 
Who 


Fe * 186 .*  Anwetations on _ Cap.9; 
” | Whoisthere that (hall have the ſociety and 
| \- communion of all the living ? Surely none, 
' | Accordingto the ſenſe of Symmachus, and 
bien  Marinus Brixianus - offereth ;two 

her ſenfes.; 1, By reading the word aRtive+ 

ly, with a different panRation, thus, Who- 

| foeverchuſeth any thing-while he is yet a- 
3 Mpeg bc bath. hope to compaſs and to effet 
his defire. 2.By keeping to the written Text, 
inthe paſſiye ſenſe, thus, Whoſoever ſhall 
choſen unto-any life, or Ganditian of life, 

he my therein have hope ; which maketh a 

Clear and 2 good ſenſe, The AdjeCtive,which 

Werender, Living, being uſually taken for 
the SubRantive or abſtract, to wit, for. /ife ; 

as Gen. 2. 7. Pl. 21, 4. Prov, 18,21. Pf, 
63. 3; T:take it, the expreſſion we find Ifa., 
4+ 3..may give light unto this place... Every. 

- one that-is written, among the living :.. To, 7 
be choſen among the living,.here ;.ſeems ts; * } 

>. _ be the lame, with being written :among(t the 4 
' Iving, there... It is;2n alluGgon unto Cities, ** 
G wherem there is a Aatricuta or Record kept 
| b.as were Free-men:: whereunto:the 
Scripture ſeeryeth to allude, Pſ..87,.6.Ezek, 
I3, 9-Heb:;12,23, Jer, 17, 13. Luke 10. 

- 20,-Bf, 4+ 3»;Foras the Elect are aid tobe * 
weitten in the. Books of lifg, Dan; 1.2; .1. Pſ, * 
69.2% Rew.17. 8,824», 27,6 As, + 
os Ve | 0 


=" Gap;9. - che Bok of Ecclefiaftes.  a8p © 


> the living may be faid to be ele&ed unto 
life; as all ſach Enrolements, in the Re- 


: cords of a City, do follow bw a preceding 


choice of the perſons ſo enroll ; 
er 4 living Do, is better than 4 dead Lt- 
'#n ] A proverbial ſpeech, whereby is meant, 


. that the baſeft and moſt contem le perſon 


"while he lives, is in a befter and more __ 
ful condition than the moR honourable, . 
he itlaid inthe duſt, The Scripture ufetb the 


Metapior of 2 Dog, to denore the vilet an@ 
-ntolt abje& perſons, 2 Reg. $. 13. Matth, 


\ IF. 16, Rev. 22.15. Phil. 3. 7. 43 onthe 


* 


b other fide; a Lion is the moſtnoble of beaſts, 


Piov. 30. 39. yet 2 dead Lion is expoſed to 
the ſcorn of the weakeſt and moſt fearful 


« Cfeatures, accordirg to the Greek Epignitn's 
&5Þ 1 bones Coe Aby]G- eovBeiurt Kamel 
he loweft expreſſion of a vile thing, which 

S the Scripture uſeth, is, A dead UE I Sam, 
1:24 14. 2 Sam. 9, 's. 


-i® © _ 'F ir the thlf know that they ſhall 
& ] BY this knowledg ST RGe obs if 
they rightly improve it + For, 4;'H 
they are cat Bip af torepent,and to fit web 


w ſelves to meet with the king of terrours, 


'3. Hertby they are fet ſer ro conſider 
| onrens Archrores A ſectried, 


Lne8fiee yn Gentahag wo wo 


TS. & «. *Y 
* a» 3 


| OE athens on pa. 
Re y. defire” to depait, uy He be with ? 
i, which is beR To Bet uts 6 4. Phil. 
72. 26, '3.: Heieb af6 pk Gard 
daty with niore rg grblithy po k ori. this | 
as the. day. of grace”, asthe.inie ty be, 
wherironly hey can work, fob. 5.4.11a.3 
18, 19, Pl. 118, 17, Job. £4.14. PC, iy 
Þ & 90,12, But bi bY Which ſeems 
Erb ined 
the and: thatt 
ofthis would, ate fot te aſs rh Mar 
hr ,and pot.of the dead'; thetet® 6th 
res comfortably. td enjoy the ? fe 
bleſſings 6f pl here, while they have ti 
;to uſe them, an a, chectful and: tack 


joy eng 7 ma. Jyexeies, HR -7 
eache 


pton. For Sodlyneſe 
teachet op quietly to FN World, 
andwillingly to leave.it when God calls. 
but the dead know not auy ibing] This j 1s 
not ſpoken Mllnect; for the ſpirits' of 'juſt ©: 
men KAT As avd are with Chriſt; \ 
bux accordi the bt ject m1 | 
context, ak nothing af. the 
'of the worl?], or any qutward comforts 
bleſhngs! here below under the Sun, they, 


no longer be del 
of earth 


& | : 


Ging: the Book of Ecelefaliee, wig 


. fo-the (dead hive ia reward; Decaute- their 


works do follow: themyRev. 14/13; but he 
fpeakeths:of the comfortable fife'of autivinÞ 
bleſſings, as.the only reward-which worldly 


| things ean afford then? forall theirlaboir ; a9 


i 1s more plainly. expourided in- the next 
verſe, and Chap; 3 23.'& 5+ "3, r9; nh 
8, TF4 +: Ji QL.C 
for the-rmemory of hies a2yirg _ T hey 
xre wholly removed 'ifrom-all 1 Mtnane-hdd 
worldly converſation with men, their ' hanfe} 


their families; their friends knowy they 116 


| © More; So-far ate-they" from. ehjaying. &©4 


© | | 


C - 


knowing outward things; that<the1ing do 
by degrees forgetithemy Kay x14 Job x6, 


* yr! 4 
$,9, 10. | 


V. 6. Alſo their love, and bode _ 
i #nd their #nvy 4 now praſbed. ]- He fpe 
þ ett relation” to. ourward t bogs Faw 
etvmeet here with objetFof alt forts, 
y, fome hatefal :'' ſome chigorhar they 


: F pier, ſome that they envy.-"Bat' ghen t 
$ are dead, they have no'knowledee Teft of 


I ach things, and waa pr Men ao x ayers 


Fattcovardethem. -An&beanfe lr 


Tere wedun delay thekefbee 
| eonpladerhdt geen TRY not 


- 
* 
. 
. 
. 
" 
} 


yrBor#! is Pobrioh' for evercTÞ ay LE | 
fer tbe pay have rte' 
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290 Annttation; on Cap.s,- 
the-fruition, fo mach as the contemplation 
. of; any worldly things; They carry away 
nathing with.-them; their glory, their con- 
tents. do not deſcend after them. A cove- 
tous man doth no more dote upon wealth, 
nor an ambitions man upon honour,nor a ſen- 
fual yoluptous -man ypon pleaſure, all their 
thoughts, defires, emulations periſh ; there- 
fore if 'ever we will. enjoy the good-blefings 
of -God,-it muſt be: while we live, becauſe 
there:is no-knowledge nor wiſdome in the 
grave Whither we go, Pſ.49. 17. Luke 12, 
a©, Job 3s P 18, I'9,'& Te7 ? 


IO, 
> V. 7. Go tÞy: may, vat. thy bread with joys 
end drinkibyine with @ merry beart ] la'Y 
as much as the dead neither know, nor en-' 
J0y any of theſe worldly bleſſings ; and in as 
uch as God gives them. to his ſervants in; 
ove, and as' comfortable refreſhments unto: 
them in the daies of their vanity ; There-' 
fore heexhorteth unto a cheerful fruition of 
them, while we-have time and liberty ſo-to? 
do, that ſo the many other ſorrows and. bit-! 
terneſs which they ſhall meet with in this 
" life, may be mitigated and ſweetned unto 
them. He fpeaketh not (asifome conceiviſh 
of ſenfual, ow his edgy brutiſh. exce#; bat 
of an ;:decent, and cheerful enjoy- 
ment ofbleſings, with thankfulneſs, and is 


60 > 
£ 
" : 
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; Go thy way } It is uſed adverbially, as 
* 1] muchas age igicar, rie Agedumm, by way of 
- adhortation, or-encouragement;. as Gen.19. 
32, Prov; 1. x1. Ecclef; 2: 1.1.4. 1. 18;:& 
55.11, Since in de:th thou canſt: have no 
love, nor ſenſe of: any outward bleſfings, 
therefore hearken to my counſel,. make uſe 
of thy time, and enjoy mercies while. thou 
maieſt. x 
eat thy bread nith joy, and drink thy wine. 
with a good (i.) # merry beart | Asa fad 
heart-is called an eyil heart, Nehb..2, 2.1 
Reg; 21. 7. Rath. 3. 7. Ecclef. 7. 3. Enjoy 
the frait of tbine own labours * AS Chap. Fo 
22. When he faith, Tby bread, wine, &c. he 
ſhewerh; that our comforts and delights guſt 
be bounded within opr own :labours and poſ- 
- ſefſiobs., thoughyftgl/on waters, and- bread 
of deceit may be ſweet, yet it hath-gravel.and 
bitterneſs in it atthe laſt, Prov. 9. 17, x2. 
” x Theff. 3,12. Andalſo, that our delights 
muſt be proportioned.to. the decency of ous 
.- condition; we muſt eat, panewm; faturi, Our 
-ptoper portion and. dimenſum;and not either 
luxuriouſly, exceed , 'or ſordidly. live! be- 
neath our own eſtate and condition,:Proy, 
-3O, 8, . 
'». far: God now accepteth thy. works] Rt is 
PpleaGng.unto Gad, that when, thou haſty an 
the fear of in lems, ya. in, obedien \P 
z his; 


5” "Ca Oidiames, kbowed, ind byhisbleſſing, } 


gouen theethine' appointed porrion, then | 
thou ſhouldeft, aftet an-honeft,cheerful, de- $+ 
cerit; ahd liberat manner, without further - 
anxiety; ot -{ollieitoufneſs enjoy: the fame. 
Thig'is the principal boundary of our outward 
pleafares and delights,(till:to keep our felves, 
withiaſuch wles of piety and maderation, as 
that our wales may be pleafing unto God; 
And'this ſhews us the 'true way to find 
ſveetne(s in the creature, and tofeel- joy mn 
the fruition thereof, namely, when- our: per- |} 
fons-and-Our waies are pleafing unto God , | 
for piety doth not exchde, bat only mode- | | 
rats earthly delights, 51d (0 moderate them, F 
#hat though they de nor fo exceſfive 28 the 
ivthtious and fenſal pleaſares of fookiſh E- - K, 
pirires, yet they are-far more pure, (weet, } 
awd faricaRory, as'having no guilt,'no-gall, } 
6-eittfe, not inward forrow: and tertors 'at- i} © 
"tending on them, Nehem:'8. 10, ” | 
V.\$ Let thy\yarmenty be alnbjitmbite ] 
[Food ard raymoneare the fabRantials of out- 'F _. 
ward biefſitige,!'t Tiffiils. 8; Having dire- 
td tnto' cheerfalneſs in the one, he here 
direfts unto decency and comelineſs in the | 
owe, Whiteneſs was antiently an expreſ- A 
* 


of AOEDY and delightFut. \4/- 
[que dier b ef ems, HW Sitius TH 
#$.-( 6x mo ris ant Md, 

in 


— 4 - Ax FS 
\ "= Ds. oy - Tefial | . 


3, ; in 913d.. $0 the £4 tone of abſolarien 
TY 1s Sera one, Rev Nt 17 the Aﬀes 5 
0n PSP, of Honohr 4 ride,” were 

White Afles, . Jude, 5..10, In like manner 


they did uſe in the Eaſtein Countreys to ufe 
white garments, as expreſſiogs of dignity and 
honcur, ERth,.$. 15, Therefore our Saviour 
ſheying his glory to, Peter, and James, and 
Joha, in the nt, had his garments "white 
js lighe Marth, I2. 2.AodQ the Sy of the 
NES 1n | Heaven. 4s expreſied b Y; white 
Robes, Rev. 3. 4,5, 18. & 6,17. & 19.8, 
Hers) It-s.uſed -as-2. Symbole 290 and 
"oh pg a5 N the. Te hee, eek: 
h is the oou pl Bri GW Sins 
Yo 2. They were woht 5, © Far: 
ments at feaſts and Joyfal hdr : When 
be faith, let them be alyaies white, 28 j&.18. [ 
be underſtood nat abſolutely, as.if me ere 
 peverio. mourn, Cha «ou mas Fa 
6-3 of the rich ion, Poke e e 16,1 ID, 
- reiQzon to.the ryle Kalonablegpl 

| decency, Prov. $..19.. : 

And let thine bead G16 m0 0 vas} wy 


A Was an Won of -y s; 
beg es Nel 2 7 7 
'f or TON: | 


Mm 


- "394 _ Annotation 

..* Mmiliationgnd ſorrow, they were wont not to 
anoint themſelves, Dan, 10. 3, The mean- 
ing is, that we ſhould lead our lives with as 
much freeneſs, cheetfalntſs, and ſweet de- 
light, inthe liberal uſe of the good bleſſings 
of God, as the quality of our degree, the de- 
cency of our condition, and the'Rules of Re- 
ligious wiſdotne, and the fear of God do al- 
Towv us, not ſordidly. or frowardly denying our 
ſelves the benefit of thoſe good things which 
the bounty of God hath beſtowed upon us. 


V.9. Live jo fully with the wife whom thos, 


loveff ] See Life, or enjoy life; So Symma» 
thus, «7% Aavew Coir; as 1. Pet. 3.10. Eccl, 
$. 1,24, P int ai, 
with the wife nbow thos loveft | There- 
fore he ſpeaketh not in the perſon of an Epi- 
cure,to whom ftollen waters are ſweet, Prov. 
p17; bat of a-lawfal and «chaſt love ; as 
__— RT CES... CO 

" whow thos /oveff | This is the, charaQet 
of a wife, and the duty of the husband; that 
ey makes Rr Hemanon comfortable, 
zek, 24:16, 18.Eph, 5.25,28, 29, there- 
the bubband is Falleg the fend of his 

e, Jer. 3. 20. Thare'is a fpgcial freeriels 
Fart oe erty of love; which ig'al- 
lowed inthis refatj6n, though Riff wittin the 
 dounds of honoir and (gbriety, Prov. 5 19, 
| | " en, 


ws. | 


Gen. 26, 8. It nopeth alſo th differen # 
between conjb adulterous | love 


' 19,2 love ek. ;þ pg Ro live jo) 
may ſweetly enjoy his life with” 
whereas the pleaſures of the other ſexd: ntito 
death, Prov.2.18.& 5.3 11.& 6726, 
| 32,33:&7.23, 
all the daits of, tbe Jife of FI mani 
Chap, 6,12. This is repeared ona o mind 
us 1n. the midG of all” gue” earth f 
ments, that they are penis, a Ip 
rary things. This [vin | Joptally y Aﬀt* 
daies, isto be underfi Alnait}, 
the former verſe, with refiriftiont ro : 
ties. of piety and bumuliarion, :1 Cor, 
and, alſ9 it zotimgterh the daty of * 
+ "tions =_ &y ſhould 'not depart! wg 
. the other, Cor. 7: to, © 
 , which be bath given thee ] That at 
either to the wife, which Ro elſeyticre 
_ tells us, is the gift of Proy, 1 | 
"or 1a the dajes o the lif # Grab he 
"alfo are the gift of God, Job;'1b, AR. 
17.25. Pf, 31.25 
this ts pin 4s hy 8] Ag Flap | 
2.24, K3. 13. 85:18, 19, & 8.15; Hen 
thou dyeſt, *thon_ſhalt catry pone. of thb(e- 


comforts awa with'thee ; -3rf'the - 0s 
Bod 1s no oY on ERIE L-<- wil 


bs 4 


'o! 


| ent, o& WE contrdeth ih 
=o" rect 4 WD ih ati haps elle 
herein 'the Trangaillic and comfort of life 


they, ſhould cely and cheer= 

te ih nary: be, 0 into 
$, I Þy hep all have none 

| Vid aerigls ro work. gpor, 


tif Jr had the, (hontd th ey 

EY Nino or yo a7 make uſe of 
Or £O-r t frofn thetn. _* | 
W Wo findgth to al | 


gt oever.. 

- Loc p. Lis we 

4 id apr k wee Rot ay and ty in 
thy ling d6 AO Nis thee; or wharſs- 


r fate and condition the providence of 

* Gatthatt 2 ER thee in, Gen. + af, ; Ley. 5 
5 Pon ah py "WhA.. 
Si Meerfll 


, wt unto thee,” thbrace 


© 16,4 with bt. 8fl}, \40- 
b gs ale Sap þ ors No 


Cithll 6, Nord Rin: v2. II, 
34 t 
+ mas. Ke. pl TOI nir kao = 


greet the jr beer Yoo | 


doing: 


_ He ah Ale 
ED ine Ke Jp 
—_ Barjoc = y 
* F( 
—_— mon wo enng Fhck EUN 
fot apy,oh, in heſe.thi {pt Boo 4c 
iga, ho areas End Ng 
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of ahother”'! 

SY Sun, arkxr 'Thit Ejarks anlf's hevi 
' ceſſes da ſometimes falf out baby of fon - 
then the'preparation or probability of ſecond 
Foo da ſeem to :That' loo are (0 
nſvally i ir the' world, as that ng rexfon 

can aralf de pi ro of them. By Others' make 
them -y kind 


ey Fong 
for whereas he had uiled, whatever 
enſure por hate we thoaſd defit with 
'our might : : "Left a d theteupsn 
'preforne., that thin ood, 
cording to thoſe's ities "he bringeth 
Loon effeting'of | thei} He cre _ 
eth 


YI 3” 


—_—_— 


OOO OY, A Op OF, © Ge CO 


Wor tbe battel to the ftr 


ror” 'to' © attribute”! g-00 / 
Krength,'to remetnber., MoS 3 # 16 ew 
that willeth', nor in bim that ranneth, but 
God who ſheweth mercy, Roms 9; 1.6; 


| accordingly to implore- his afſiftance-iand 


bleſſing in 4lF out labours,) whowdikerhudll 
onr worksfor-us;\Ifa; 26;.22, Plal. 127,32. } 
Neut. 8. 17; 1 $/{Ptov. 20,225 Jer: 8.134. 2 
And having: done” our'duty ,.and uſed ſick 
good means as God affordeth ; 3 Then quietly _ * 
to refer the ſucceſs uno God, io-whoſe hand 
areall the: wayesof the childreri of men, and 


upon whoſe wrank pleaſure doall: the iflues of | I 


TEIDEX 


tp rn ind To ſer} The Infiniti © 


is put for the Indicative, as Jer. + . 
F. Zach: 22, Io. F. 
F faw under tbe Sun | 1 conſidered the 


things which aredone ict this-Life among 


6n;, "and found by my obſervation” T bathe | 
_ »ir +#the fwift'] That fivifencſs:dow 


'not'ever avail-a' man to winthe prize , or to 
eſcape danger ,' 2'Sam, 2, 18,23, Jer. 46 


Þ 6, Amosz'14, T5, 16, 


: 'That« the 


; not 


 irength of the mighty:doth'n alwayes aral 
them either to Fght ) Kids. 7» 7. © 
I' Sam. 14- 6.2 Chron. 14, 9-—<12:PM. * 


33. 7,16, -mor-? 


" -- ſabliſtence1to a14n whoſe. miidome, fhould 
- -coammend 40 baogur and, greatplace, 


- Gblpiio, 6, 7..PÞal:127, 2,2: David was 
'- Patio, deſue: ſupplies ram Nabal z. and 
Chri\; iv» whom were-all the treaſares of 
wiſdame , was minifired yatos Lpke $2: 
Macth./ L205 COL Rt 26, 27. 4 
«© or £ithes to, menu? anderlanting I We 
* read ofixichcfoots;, 2 Sym. +2553, 351255 
| Lnke 12. (16, a9! 'and Engiooy: wile men 
| iraq feurwot mat id}: Iafeph ca 
 Lyoryet e711 om i&t epn.C 
iznzo ere ieldinabeL bins <a [Dar 
viddnated cof Sauk -- PCGOS : *> MG" 

But Time and thaven y pucth toukem: «ll 
SheirEadedyourſ do! aire ſuckagueceſs 
as ithe ;of God: had. pre-orfdained, 
_ which 1s ly hidden fromOps £y&S1,! ang 
Hlierefore ſeem fo fall ont. (any drrggyatber 
; panda \ab rv rn xo 


nt Le ag 
Where nix ou? 


* Divineproyidence-hatha wiſe apd 
In. ordering ther moſt: caſual, and dortaitogs 
Events , to the. Executiqn. ok his-rxghteops 
*oounſelE , j 
a1; Bn -- 22—5H= 
245--He not dihtearten: ys 
' . fcomathe-uſe phumeans ;. _nthees rage the 


F * 
RY | . ue 


a F 12 ROWE Avon x Liralibood-nod 


© 2@» 34: \E8het6ugr — 


| 


Wy 


\nleofetey notie ecridde wowed, net 


vey glory bleffin 936d ponenne of: Gody 
to ive tim Wh pidiſe' ourſurceſſes yiguid 
y beat whitever twiſcarriages hehath 
rdered' ro befall us-, & Cot. x. 31. Jana 
13—16. 2-Samt 5, 25526: ALSER 
V:;12, Port 4 0 knowetb nor bis 
Events ate thenaid 40 be cfſaals whenad 
pizvious krowiedge or courſe trathumalle 
way unto ithem!-' Therefore to prove:alide 
even able, wite,and $kilfnlſl men are-ſubjebt 
in common with” others anto Time-and 
chance , hehere addeth , -That wan'hiowb 
4th not his tiene } xatesy ale, fo: RG 
int'; wxagley 4v73, ſo Syaimachus + His 
| 288 ſeaſon and opportunity 6f*% 
"But iody the imilitudes here uſed to illufttate 
this ignorance, 'Tr ſhould feem; 'that: His 
Time , foteth the time of evifand ca A 
- which many times befalls .i man. whewhe 
= on of #t.. - This'is called ba#day, 
ix Boat , PA; 37% 13. Job: 764.603, 
lamity+ comes-as'4 Thief .if't 
- priſebp, unexpetted,' Martth. 2450s # Thef, 


Ay. 4 'Eike r2. 20.” Otas a"foare which a 


| ; A lick igt of Like 21,35! ib 


ſpes that are taken in an evil nity. 
wy ro erin anco- thetd,'? and arthe 
Jew Nr are caught in # ſnare; fo _ 


+ 
5 1-4. * 
* -* \# 4 
- 


"> ſons of men ſnarcd-in an evil time » whe it 
: e1Þ| ſuddenly. pen. them } Many. times 


4 . 
Ft 
by 

- , 
* 


= an, 23,27428, Job. 2.2; 
bes Fo, Pſal. 64, TIE gents Wiigta 4 ; 

V3, 14» £5, 16. Thiswiſdows baur 
 Ffainulſo amer the Suns and;i1 [eenved great 
= " nineme ; There nas 4 little Gita cl] eſe - 
+ Words: may be underftood either as the Ob- 
_—_ yot9 oth | Vanity. namely, the 
| - Cifreſ] viuch :is;ſhewed. unto wiſdome 
, Whenit.is over-clouded with id 
4 qronmes or. parable. of a. little City , deji- 
| - vered hom a great Kipg,. by. poos deſpiſed 


man {© 


—_— O_ i —' a V 


—C S440 > oY be. 2 
_ = 4 5 %» | 4 ev, [ ” 


- & "Fs FE , 16 


man ; or elfe in Relation ro the inedes nexe | 
preceding, thas ; Though/it be true ,* that 

ſotnetimes Events fall: aut contrary to the 
ſecond caſes, ſo that even wife men are 
diſappointed 1 in theit works of thoſe. ends 


which regulacly ſhould have enſued upon 
them , yet wiſdome ought not therefore ro 
be deſpiſed, no-not in the meaneft perſons / 
for 'as ſometimes God doth deny facceſs to 
the mott proper and probable co—_ doth 
he at other times give great deliverance by 
noknown and: unthought on means, The 
fcope is to ſhew the excellent uſe of wiſ- 
dome, .and how highly it is ts be valved, 
KY gh it be asa treaffice in an Ss velſel, 
2 Cor. 4 $Dy mean 
hands : eh Le: | og woke ihe” Wife 
counſel of Abigail, 1 Sam. 25. 32, 33. = | 
Naaman rejected not the advice &f* Th | 
maid, 2 Reg. 5, 2, 3, 4. Wiſdome, in bat 
woman, ſaved a Cuy from deftiuQiort; 
Sam. 20. 16=——2z, ' ON: 
ht ſetmd. great unto ee: Heh 4. 
wiſdome of 'the poor man was' undervalned 
by others , yet it ſeemed great unto me; {@ 
much the greater, by how uch ſewer helps 4 
and means he had to att2in unto'ik,)\ 
- T bers wii « Vette City: Ys lor 
i» ir] 'Htrem 2 pitible,” 'Feſh ew 
cellency "of wiſdoms;' by pom 
apger 


wþ : 


hel ofie 


PM TEES ES bY. 
a 


4 3 "W PY X : 


which it defivereth:; ſet forth 
byal Tg ty, with few;mey, and.weak de- 

lted by a great King, with a nu- 
ih my, and.flrong bulyarks; fo that 
the aOrouege; was every-Way on the City 


now-thers was found in it a poor wiſe man] 
He found: in it ;, Verbs 2&iye of the' third 
IEG uſed ſometimey pallively, -If2. 9. 
19. 2. . God many. times maketh 
ad hol man 4 weans.df delivering 
et roy. 11, 11.Gen, 50. 30. 
Reg, 2,12. 3 San. 17. 2, 9, 51» 52» 
Cos Le i{duvhe de/ieured thiGiny 
| $Zcag 03 O55 07 owe aro hcl 
"05 4 c Syracuſe, by bis 
A rep hg Rf tip 
the reft that WY 4 'Kz i pat 
Ap TVs XOpas 11%a. 


+ 2/6 86 + den ;T6pre ww that ogy. mes! 
© » Fhig, deliverance. | EE opghr.by a 
£120 w om no man m ecqunt o ,n03 


I any rſugh. good, from , being an 
$== oe nth had 

Wight if no man looked 2 fier him , 19 

remrn him ch pk hal 2 Corr4..7.. 

Ga hat ſaid14,s 3 Op, if - lens. .ohen 

ARES DEG ITAEL & 


FE ES 


<gnpariſon 


one 


one;to:another,,  and-to prefer that whichis - 
moſt excelleyt:, »-Cor.-32,:31, & 7.38, 
I SaM; 15. 22, 5190 , non30q79 - 267 
'V. 17. The words of. wiſe-men are hour 
in qziet , more thenthe cry of bim that ruteth 
among fools | Are beard, that is, onght tobe 
heard, As & fon honoureth his father, Mal. 
r, 6, that is, be ought to.honour him.” 7 .' if 
are heard in quiet} Toatis either ae © 
be delivered with ſubmiffion and-meckneſs, 
Prov.' 25; 15... 2 Reg,12.7, "Or, Arety 
be heard , with a tractable and calar ſpirits, _* 
without pride or contradiQon, Job, 39,2 Þ, © 
22, Jam; 1.21, A wiſe man: fpeakit 
though without clamour , -contemions, or 
Rentation , doth by his weighty and feaſars 
able advice, more calar the''ſpirits of his **: 
hearers, andby his ſober and ſenous-cathfel © * 
more powerfully prevail with them; there 
the avgry and paſſionate words: of fugk-2s 
have more power, but no 8kill 20 manage it; - 
Hit repit 4iRis anind\s & prbtord wales; 151 
IN-..18:' riifdowr 51 better” then ' od 


[pow of war” > but one fnner deftroyech mouth .2Y 


good. } | Wikdome'ir+nor;onty better then 
firength, but:then ftrength.* armed:andſe- 


conded with military proviſions: the'\poar 
mans wiſdome did not. only deliver: the 
. Tiyifrom the great King and his numerous 
Army , but from his bulwarks and fortifi- 


cations 


raiſed 


NIE fmner ] Some. render it 
Þ Precet. He that- an war throuph folly and 
> -Dadvertency. committeth on 


e Erronr, ma 
F.4 eftroy a whole Army : for they lay, [n bel. 
-— donenticer bi; -xke Tha 
3 Abalom in Preferring the counſe! of Huſhai 
- ' before Ackitophels, did undg' 


» Qulin any 


Srex tots; in Aris ning Scable 


4 


013. + CHAP, 


Cap, 9. ' - the Book of Beclefiaftes. 


_—_ 
CHAP. X- 


N the later end of the former Chapter, 
he ſhewed the excellent uſe of godly wid- tn 


| and publick,and the miſchief which one fool 


\ domceinorder unto tranquillity, both private 
might do in deſtroying much good « which * | 
laſt.clauſe in that Chapter, he pr nt 4 
the beginning of this.,' to-demo M4 
three inftances, ſhewing firſt how follpde=" 


Aroyes a good name , which he aaſtratecy I 
byan excellent kmilitude, ver. I. (Ed 
ly.» how it ſpoils a mans ations: ay 
takings, which by —_— 
rouſly managed , ver. 2. ty Tron 5 
itdefaceth a mans whole Gtavonandean 
verſation,verſ, 3. 
Then he proceedeth to ſhewthe excel-\ . 
lent uſe of true wiſdome , \in relation'to our : 
behaviour - towards Princes, and Perſoris'in J 
Authority , whereby, hrough prudent « Cans 3 
tion , meekneſs, and gracious | 
2 man may refirain in himſelf all 
ſpeeches,or atrempts tending tanto 
and may allay and pacific the dit s; 
which had deen conceived againſt him, in © 
the mind iof.the Rater z whereas dex 
ſporting a man into any-diſloyal reſolutions, *: 
doth but raine himſelf, and x — 


: 


Po. o 
. $3 =y s. . 
-=.23c9 In reg . 


4 Pecches, comer O 


F Ehap.ro 75 "the Brok of 
 nature'of them,thoy bepgin in ar arbit in 


madneſs, they ces eed imbabling, and mil- 
tiplicicy of words ,” concertii ntfs which 
A Mar cannot for Fave oc know any "thing of 


a. 4 HS y 
_ 53 - 2 
7” 


'3. In'revirdo Loed Thotghne and Af- 
Telf-even.iri his*moRi/ſecret and in 
| drinpit! At to fight] verſ, 26; = * —Y 
"tow4tds*theit people, betanie: 
th ecefiry: YJaptnUince whndf TFnice'and - 
ranny and thitgovernmEnt?' (whe Tn | 
yertnes requiſite thereunts , which oy 


fe&ions ; concerning” which ' he elk, 
Wommd diffoyalty ;; ih as 'm 

And becanſe Princes might” haphyhetes 
ould be free from all dapger and-tebellidh 
pedpte triitnally have'm'tegard hire rh 
utterly fubvert rf the eh end bf Gv 
the pedple,)  AAd aff6 decir pehem __] 
= ar) Front gf f flgttent, ney 


thent, ver, 13, 14,” © 
hoy little ſecurity a man can Loreen 
af ipvitible wr; 'vhexpeftce- nicks 
T5: thitk\ thethſctves free fon? all 
oy 
JF -from them : He doth theretors further ſhew 
. Woe. Thetithy deterting Princes frontT 
'which was" for the pedt®* anc 
the ripht means of G6vernment;, "and proper 
he nets hitd 'yerſ, 


| *Y bY ofly in ig 'f "ble 
p p ifi Vettuous endowwents, ti 
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% m_—mve et baſe defi : +3. Tem- 
- + Pperance and ſobriety, catin rinking to 
Arengthen 6:34 by —_ diſable or.in-. 
© "diſpoſe unto it, nor ta incroach upon it, verſ. 
+ 16, 17. 4. Diligent attendance, and ſu- | v; 
= perinſpetion over the houſe of the Com- | on 
© mon-wealth, that there may be no ruptures | ai 
- an Mopar Eat al be ſound, and in good re- [fi 
|  Par,yerl, 18. 5. Moderation jn delights, | o 


: 


4 nat, faſt for . laughter, nor ſpend the | x; 
| Ken mit, and drinking, becauſe exceſs | 0 
1n theſe will require a propertionable' in- | © 
= creaſe. in. motiey. and- treaſures to maintain | 

6 them, ,; whence. will neceſſarily ariſe op- | t 

——gakons and extortions: upon: the people, | 1 
Erect) 5 or 4 ” | $14 WRISTS + * 
$ Vet, 1.TYExd flier canſe the oyntment of | 
WE: the Apothec ary to ſend forth « |} | 
”  fiinking [avoxr: [o duh « little folly, Kc), | | 
WE .. ng Leo the wiſe man doth by an ele- 


-_ gant. ſrmulitude or proverbial ſpeech, , illu- 

Krate what he had laſt ſpoken , namely, 
"That one fatner deftroyeth much good. , as one 
| Head fliedoth corrupt and mar a whole veflel 
of moſt pretious oyntment, -which in thofe 
E , Carntries was had in great account, 2 Reg. - 
: ©  20.T3, Is is here applyed unto a:mans good 
$ nary, We 18 compared unto te 1 
Ment, Seclel, 7,1, Cant. 1.3, and a8 4 fill 
ER”, © © 2 


X * 
by Se - 
> 
0: 


Capa40, rhe Brok of Beckefiaftes, re = 
| though- but) a- lattle* creature , 'can- taint and- 


tmuch precious, perfiime, a ligele mix+ 


couup | 
| aureot folly; agg, cindifcretion will Rair; and 


blemiſh the Reputation of a-man , otherwiſe 
very wiſe and honotradle. And this [© 
muck the rather , becauſe of the malignity ' 
and 1ingratitude of men , who do more ha» 
fly ceoſure- one error , then yalue many 
Traces, and. with whom ane {mall miſcar- 
1iage-doth.blot oat the memory of. all ather 
deſervings : as one little cloud dothſerve-to 
overſhadow i the whole body. ofthe. Sun. 
Therefore it concerneth us to walk fo much 
the more unblameably,that we may not by the 
leaſt overſight or folly blemiſh our profeſſion, 
or cauſe it to ſtink in;the nofrils of others, 


. Gen. 34+ 39. Phil, 2.15. 1 TincGa:3 


Cor. 6.3: 1 Pet, 2.15, much; 1gfs-by-oup 
leaven ſour the whole maſs, and detwe un 


| fetion upon many others, x Cor. 5,6. 


Gal. 5.9. 
Dead flies] Flies of death, the:Genitive 
Caſein the place.ot. an AdjeQire, Pfil,2.9. 


- & 31, 3, Rom, 7.24. Phil. 3.21. Jadg. 7. 


13, 2 Thefſ,2. 3, 2 Per. 2.1. This may 
be taken either aQively , flies which cauſe 
death, as the plague of the Locufts is called 
death, Exod. 10. 17. poyſonous fli-s which 
do-render.{weet-oyntment dead!y 214 mor- 
tiferous;; as inſtruments of death, Þ al: 7. 


of >. No 


zJts ' Aiiotationzom Cipt0 
14, (i.) which do canſe death : Or'elſe, p4 
 fively, fhes which are dead, and by their py 
trifa&tion do taint the oyntment in the Whie 
they are drowned, = 

Dead flies do cauſe] The Non is pſt 
and the Verb fingular , which may pr 
thus be tendred, Any one of dead flies dui 
canſe the oyntment to link ; as Exod. 41, 

I4. Rom. 1. 20. Thereby intimating the 
great miſchief and damage may be from wet 
Mall canſes. 

rawſe'te ſend forth a Rinking ſuviut 
Heb. maketh ro ſtink , exhaleth or belctid 
Forth ; thereby noting a continual Emain 
tion of anſavourineſs', ſo that the tink dot 
riever ceafe or give over.When two Verbs 
the ſame Tenſe come thus together, Gra 
Marlins tellius , that'the former hath an ac 
verdial Fenification, as Fer. 13, 13. Habit 
Jour ſebvess fit down , (i.2 fit hambly doi 
Hoſ. 9. 9. They bave made deep , they bit 
eorrmpred, (i.) They bave deeply corrupt 
Rom. 10, 20. Eſay 3s bold aud faith, (ii 
ſp2aketh boldly. So here, fwrtere fecir, uh 
Aut, (1) fatide erntat, Whith is wel 
rendred'in or Verſion, ca#ſerb to ſend f, 
« ſtink. 

" doth a little folly bim that is in rept 
tion for wiſdome and honour | Tlie tote" 
fimilifude is Wanting', as in marry offi 
. places 


Cip:10, the Both of Ecc'efiaftes. 3ty 
places , both in -the ayivame, and; 11 The 
Swans, as Prov, 11.22, Jer. 122% Plalk 
125,2, 2 628M 
fo doth « little folly] - Hereis an Ellipfit 
of the Verb, which as to-be repeated out of 
che former member, namely, M rauſeth to 5; 
ſend torth a Rinking (arour., -as Gen. .T, 29% 
70. The 'more eminent any. perſen iis for 
wiſdome and honour, thermore ciroumſpe& 
ought he tobe in his converſation, decauſere 
little folly and over-fight will much diminah 
his repatation ; as ſpots are ſooneſt obſerved 
an the whiteft and fineſt garments, andemny 
on worms and moths)doth uſually feedion 
the'pureft cloath, Neh. 6:1 Hierom abt | 
the Valgar'read the words to another ſeriſe, 
Pretiofper et ſapientia & gloria parua att 
rempus ſinltitias That ſometimes a little 
folly is more pretious-then wiſdame and he- 
nour, T S3m.21.13, But this, befides the 
grammatical incongruity, holdeth'no ptopor- 
tion tothe former part of the verſe, where- 
unto itanſwerech,and cheretore is negleRed 
by the-beRt Interpreters. 


V.2. Awiſe wans beart is at his right 
hand, but « fools heart at bis lefe}F A like 
kind of proverbial form'we had,”Chap:2. 14. 
The right hand is uſually the moſt expedite 
and reidy for ation, doth its work more 

Q 2 ſurely 
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ſurely, more ſpeedily; more decently, there- 
fore: the right hand 1s the deareſt of the-twa, 
Matth. 5. 29,39. and it is noted as a thing 
trarige and unuſual when men have been 
left handed, or able to uſe both hands alike, 
Judg.3,21.%8c 20,16, 1 Chron, 12. 2. S0 
the meaning is, A wiſe mans heart is read 

and prepared unto every good work, he Goth 
things with judgment and counſel, he doth 
with mature advice and deliberation ſo weigh 
his ations, the circumſtances, conſequen- 
ces, probabilities,and events of them, as that 
he may not afterwards repent of his:behavi- 
our therein, He worketh by the guidanee 
of his heart, Prov.15.22. Luke 14. 28 — 
30, Buta fool isleft-handed in his works, 
doth all his buſineſs burglingly, przpoſte- 
ouſly, inconfiderately, either when he ad- 
viſeth about bufineſs his hand is abſent, and 
dothnot execute it; or when-he worketh and 
.2oeth about it, his heart is abſent, and doth 
not dire it.” A wiſe man hath the com- 
mand of his heart, knowes how to uſe it ſea» 
ſonably, epportunely, and in conformity to 
times, places, perſons, ſo that his underta- 
-kirigs may be ſucceſsful and proſperous : 
-whereas a fool is tranſported with paſſion, 
amazed at-difficulties, perplexed with un- 
certainties, at his wits.end, and knowes not. 
which way to:take, or what to reſolve, goes 
adout 
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about his buſineſs as awkwardly and unde- 
cently; as a man would do whoſe right hand 
were tyed behind him, and had onely his 
left hand to help him, Prov. 2.10—15 .'& 
4.26. & 13.16, & 16. 22,23, Examples 
of this wiſdome we have in Jacob, Gen. 32; 
Joſeph, Gen. 47. David, 1 Sam. 16. 18, 
Abigail, r Szm. 25, Jethro, Exod.18. 19, 
the Woman of Abel, 2 Sam.20; Paul, AR; 
23.6, and of the contrary folly, Numb,-14, 
40—45. 1 Reg. 12.8. Iſa.n9,11—179, 

V.3. Yea alſo when be that Is a fool walk= 
th by the ways bis niſdowe nes bim,&c.] 
Not onely in his private actions and ander- 
takings,bat in his open converſation amongſt 
men, 1n his motions, geſtures, behaviour, 
#?ate, countenance, uſual deportmerity he's 
deflitute of prudence-and common!giſcre- 
tion, and bewrayeth the folly of"his; heart, 
by the afteRed fondneſs of his: converſa- 
(10M, - 

and he ſaith ts every one, that he is a fool] 
The Septuagint render it, & Ao2#7a ' ady]e 
&pgorwn #51; whatſoever he thinketh ow us 
folly. Symmachus in Hierom, He /uſpett- 
ebh-of all men that they are fooles, Where= 


" unto-the Vulgar anſwereth, Cam ipſe infipi- 


ens fit , omnes ſtultos 4ſtimat, beg a tool 
himſelf, he accompteth all other men fools: 
as'to him that hath the Jaundies every thing | 
O 3 ſeemeth- 
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ſeemeth yellow; 2nd to: hin that hath. 4 
ditempered palate, every ſweet thing <afieth 
bitter > to him that hatha vertiginous brain, 
every: fixedtthing.ſeemeth to turnround ; ſq 
t9a man made up- of. pride and fally, othe 
men -murb- wiſer then himſelf do appear 
fools. The Chaldee rendreth it, 4/1 men 
fas that he is a foe?. But the moſt empha- 
tical i2as'meread it, He ſaith to 41! wen, 
That be ir « foo : He doth fo palpably dil 
cover,and a3.yt were proclaim his own folly, 
by his geflures and behaviour, as if he mould 

himſcli cell them tbat he is a faal, Prov. 6, 
%3, & 32:23. & 13.6. & 1.2, Jude veil, 
EI. . < 
V. 4+ If the ſpirit of the Euler riſe 

infs thee, nc. ng thy place) Here by 
eweth the excellent uſe of wifdome in or- 
derng oor converſation towards Superioury, 
teaching us to bridle all diſloyal paſſions, to 
reftrain all unlawful attempts, to keep our 
ſelves in the ſame eaven and unmoved tem- 
per, hatever pravocations we meet with to 
the contrary. 

If the ſpirit of the Reler] The Chaldee 
heredy underftandeth the power and domi- 
nion cf any ruling lut,by which a man ſhould 
not ſuffer himſelf to be ſhaken from his ſtead- 
faftneſfe, nor removed out of his place, or 
from his duty. Butthis is inconſonant = 

the 


. 


- 
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JE7 
the ſeries of this Chapter, which is much 
taken yp.in the Errours of Government, and 
the inconvenient paſſions which thoſe Errors 
may produce. in the minds of 'the people., 
Others underſtand it of the ſpirit of Rule 
and Government, as we often read of the 
ſpirit of Judgment. of Prophecy, of Reve- 
lation, , of Wiſdome, of Kaowledg ; fo-the 
(kill of, Governings1s.called the Spirit of* 
(God, LSam.y0.40z11.& 11.6. & 16,14, 
Ifa.11.2,3. - And they undecſtand it thus, 
If the Lard advance thee unto high place of 
power andGaverament,Leave not tay. place, 
continugbamble : ang. lowly Gill, forget nog 
thy daty towards thy brethren; 2s Deut.37, 
15-20, Butthe later clauſe of this verſa 
plaio[y; leads us to anpther ſenſe ; If the 
ſpirit, that is, the wrath and diſpleaſure” of 
the Ruler riſe up againſt thee ; fo paſſion is 
ſometimes calted, Chap.7.9. Prov, 25. 28, 
Jadg.g.33« '3 Chron,21.16, And itſeemy 
to denote high difpleaſure, like that of Saul, 
of whom it 18 faid, That he Breathed ont 
threats againſt the Church, AR. 9.1. Haig 
rage a9 49 2 Terrible Blaſt of a torm againſt 
a wall, Iſa.25.4. And-this is further intima- 
ted in the . phrafe of Aſcending or riſing ups 
as:2 grievqus Tempeſt, or 28 a flame -of fire, 
3 Sam.11-29, Back 24:8, Plol. 78.22, If 

O. 4-, the 
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the high diſpleaſure of the Ruler be, though 
unjuſtly and injuriouſly, lifced up ; againf 
thee , as Potiphars againſt-Joſephs ; Sauls 
againft David ; Labans againſt Facob , Pauls 
againſt the Church of Chrift, /zave not thy 


place] Contain thy ſelf within the bounds of F 


thine own calling and condition, do not ei- 
ther through fear and deſpair withdraw thy 
ſelf from thy duty, northeoiigh inſolence and 
xmpatience, riſe up in difloyaity againſt him, 
whoſe ſpirit is riſen againſtthee ; keep ſtill 
1n the rank of a ſnbje&, and behave thy ſelf 
- with that lowlineſs and ſubmiſſion which be- 
cometh a ſubje&t,, He ſpeaketh not againſt 
a ptudent withdrawing from a ſtorm; "and hi- 
ding a mans ſelf, as Jacob fled from Eat; 
and David from Saul, and Elias from Jeza« 
del, and Chriſt from Herod, Matth. 10; 23, 
but of diſloyal and rebellious defeRion, go- 
mg out of his fight, Chap. 8.3. as Iſrael to 
their Tents, 1 Reg, 12:16. - He requireth 
us for conſcience towards. God, to ſuffer 
wrongfully, and to be [ubje& even to thoſe 
that are froward, and injurious, 1 Pet;2.1 8; 
I9, Notto violate our Allegiance, nor to 
attempt any conſpiracy againſt them, but 
onely in our ſufferings,” to make our prayers 
and complaints* known unta.God;- who is 2 
Judge betw<enthem anduus, and is able * 
vindi- 
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vindicate our innocency, and. todeliver us ' 
out of their hands, Every man- muſt keep ' 
his ation, as Souldiers in an Army are ta 
Ray in their own rank, x Cor, 7. 20421. :; A 
man cannot expe to have Gods bleſhng any 


. where, but in his own place. His promules 


and proteQion are annexed unto our duty, - 
Pſal.91.11. 2 Chron.15,2. This was the 
fin of the Ten Tribes againſt- the houſe of 
David, Hoſ. 8.4. and of Abſolom and Sheba 
againſt David himſelf, 2 Sam, 15,10,. and 
20. I. - | 

for yielding pacifieth great offences] This | 
iSareaſon ab ati/i, to perſvade unto the du- - 
ty. For whereas a man might haply con- - 
ceive,that the wrath of a King is implacable, + 
and their loſt love unreconcileable again, and 
that therefore their caſe being deſperate, a 
man were as-good give over dutyy as .peril 
under it; He ſheweth, that by ſubmiſſion 
and lenity of ſpirit, a man may nc onely re- - 
cover the favour, bnt prevent and preſerve 
his Prince from many offences, . , Some;ren+: 
der the wo.ds vir ſanans, an healer, 1paQ- - 
fieth great oFences, and 6 the Septuaginf, - 
T1 inp xd) eras] a dpapiong pentru; © He 
that by gegtle behaviour, ſeeketh to heal the : 
wound - oh between him and his So- 
Yeraign; ſhall pacifie dT enagery Or,as ' 


a man in a.conrſe of PhyGck; \will abftgn 
bak i Yeh WEN. 


$26 Aznnttations on Cap.16; 
from thoſe things which are hurtful unto » 
him: ſoa wiſe man will leave off all thoſe | 
fins, whereby the anger of the Raler may} ,; 
be Rirted pp againſt him. Wiſdom is of an} , 
healing nature, Prov. 12.18, & 16, 24. a 
we ſee in the carriage of Abigail to David, 
T Safn. 25; and of the Woman of Abel tg 
ford, 2 Sam. 20. others rendring it by wol-il , 
Itiez Or rewi//io, yielding, or fainting, eve; 


double fenfe of it ; Firſt, That a mans yield- 


S3 


mg to temptations and paſſions of diſloyal 
doth cauſe many offences to reſt on him dot 
bring with it "many other Gns, through faint- 
zng m the day of adverſity, Proy.24. 19. Se- 
condly, that yielding for a while unto the 
, dothbreak the force of 1, and cauſe 
the heart of a man to reler:t and to melt to- 
wards thoſe, who do with calmneffe and hu- 
 mility endeavour to divert it, Proy.15,1. & 
25.15. Asa tempeft which breaketh fir 
Oaks tharrefiſt it, doth no hurt nnto the w 
Com which yields nmoir: Or as Wodll 
or mad, doth more abate the force of a Ci- 
Ho! daltet,then walls of ſtone that Rand ſtab» 
; agaft it. See Judg.2, 1,2,3. Gen, 
©32.13——20.& 33.4. I $a1.24.16—19, 
"&35.32,33» 4 


” V. 5,6, Thrre is 4n evil which I bave 
Fra & thi Snn, 4s 4n srronr which pro- 
| cerderh 
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erederb from ihe Raler 86. | Here Fr 43ki- 
mated anather cauſe of defeRion ang rgbel- 
lzen againſt Princes,” namely , miſgoyern» 
e410 Vent, when through theirerrour and jngd- 
TMP vertency, unworthy perſorg ace exalted,apd : 
- #3 menof eminency and deſert depreſſed. 
vid, T bere is an evil] Angther eyil, or a com= 
1 WY man evil - anevil under the Sun, in humane - 
l-F affairs. | 
"iy asanerrow] Whichis indeed an exrqur : : 
10-F leis here Coph veritatis, not a note of com= 
Wu pariſon, or fimilitude, but of truth ; as Jade. 
13.23. Neh.7.2, Hoſ.4.4. & 5.19. Luke 
ney 22.44, By crrowr, is noted a fault com- - 
Se-F mitted jgnorantly and through inadverten- - * 
ne cy; a5 Levig.q-2. Namb, 15. 24. Where- 
ues by we ae taught to put the faireft conſiru- - 
W-Y tion upovthe faults of Superiours, in the - 
bY caſe of muſgoyernment; it being ſo eafie a * 
CF thing for ther, who muſt ſee much with + 
*F other.mens eyes, and cannot poſſibly baye 
3 clearknowviedg'of the worth of all perſong - 
S whom:they advance, but may eafily be car« - 
h. 
en, 


ried into miſtakes by the flatteries, or plau- | 
ſible pretences of thoſe that ſervethem, to - 
þe deceived in their opinions, of the fitneſſe: - 
94 of perſons for thoſe places of truſt, wherein: - 
they. do jmploy them, | | 
Fably is ſet imgreas dignity , ad the rich 
" fedludqn placer] Fools $36 very highly ad- 


on TE yanced; : 
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vanced : The abſira& for the concrete, to 
den-te men'extreamly fooliſh and wicked; 
as Pal, 5.9, 1Cor.2.14.Phil:3.2. Cant. 5, 
x6, This is matter of much grief and trouble 
to good men, when power is put into the 
hands of men, as Vice-gerents-for God, who 
yet will uſe it all agamſt him, When the 
great intereſts:of States and Churches, (hall 
be intruſted in the hands of thoſe, who have 
neither $kill nor hearts to promote the good 
of them, Pſal.12.8, Prov. 28.28. 8& 29: 2, 
Efth. 3.1 15, This the Lotd is often 
Pleaſed in his providence to permit, . ſomes 
rimes for the puniſhment of a wicked: peo- 
ple, Job 34 3o. Iſa,19.4.Hoſ.T 3.11. Zichi 
1.6, Pcov,2 8.2, Judg.9,2 3,24; and fomes 
times for the triall of his faithful "ſervants; 
and co ftir up m them earneſt prayer for thoſs 
whoare in authority, that according to their 
duty they may be friends to thoſe that are 
pure of heart, x Tim.2.1,2. Proy 22, 11) 
 Pfal.101.6,7,8. 'And ſometimes to: then 
the greatneſs of his power in. deſtroying' tys 
raitts, Exod.9.16, af $551} 

and the rich fit in low place] This is t0 
be underſtood in oppoſition ro the former; 
and ſo by rich is meant;,nen of noble endows 
ments for wiſdom and goothnefle,..Pfal..45; 
12, Toſit mlow place;orm an abjeftand 


deſpiſed condition, ts noted here 48 a _- 
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of mourning and great ſorrow g, asJer, 13, 
18, Humble your ſelves,or make your ſelves 
low, fit. So 1(ai.47.1; Ezek.26.16. 


V.7. 1 bave /ce#t ſervants upon borſes,. 
and. Princes walking 4s ſervants pon tte 
earth | By ſervants, he meaneth men of a 
low and baſe condition, fitter to be the tail 
then the head, G2n.,9.27. Lam. 5,8; which 
is a thing extreamly prepoſterous: and: ab- 
fard, when ſervants do boar rule; mer of ſla- 
vith condition are advanced abovethofe that 
are free, noble, and pious, Prov.-19;10,. & 
30.21,22, Deut.28.43,44+ | 

apon borſes]This is a note of hononr and 
dignitys Efth.6.8,9.. Jer. 17.25. Ezek; 23: 
243:/'Hereby -he meaneth; That abje& and 
vile perſons, who oughtito be nnder:govern- 
ment; were exalted anto the Throne, and 
ufto places of traft and honour... Such: an 
6newas Athenion in Greece, who ofa poor 
atif mean peiſon, grew up to bea proud and 
potent tyrant, - aid/afide wiſe. Countellors, 
ſpoiled Temples 1nd Cities, waſted:men of 
their eſtates, 'and: filled pits with treaſure 3 
as Athenzus., lib: 5. repofteth, Andithe 
like, Zenophon celatetb, lib, 2, Heleni 
Ctwth * - {70117 7B OW 1 SEE 033GC 
- 4nd Princes walking #6 ferdanrr won The 
rca/tb]o-As Daridaſceietieco bare walker 


when -_ 


324. Anpitetion; on 
when he fled from Abſolom, 2 Sam. 15, 


39. | | 

V. 8,9. He that diggeth @ pit ſhall fall 
into it, and abs ſo breaketh an bedge, « ſer- 
pens ſhall bite him. Who [0 remwutb ſtones, 


fball be bart therewith : and be that cleaverh | 
wood, ſhall be endangered thereby] Theſe | 


are fouc Proyerbial fimilitudes, tendipg all 
unto one end, viz. to ſhew, that eyil nſu- 
ally returneth on the heads cf thoſe who were 
anthors of- it ; .# 8 yaud frail 74 Gr oiort 
zazion « Pal, 7.15,16. & 9.15,16. Job 54 
1.3. Proy.11.5, 6. & 26.27. Eb. 7.10, 
2 Sam.17,23.Ex09,14.28. & 18.11, Obad. 
yer.15. 16.331. Judg.1.6,7.,, Qnod quiſque 
&igno excogiravit ſupplicio, txcipit ſue. He 
that maqcerhe fetters far another, doth mapy 
times Fear them huot'elf, Th, 

The application of this general, in the 
prefent caſe, is, Firſt, againſt Princes, who 
do ſoadvance ynwarthy.:men, and deprefie 


the well deferving; .ſvcþ diforders4n. Gor ' 


yerniment do, meny tubes , .redoynd .pntg 
their own {ufferings, and-yiule they opprefs 
the people ,- they do Jupphant theis on 
— T7 16,12, 35.5, 2 Reg. B. 
18. 7 | 
Secondly, againſt ſach as attempt to alte 
the long chabliſhed, and wholſlam Cophitu- 
s and doirathly 
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\ 
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Fl — a a p—_— 


Cap.1 0. the Bok of Ecclefiaftes. 335 


over-turn the foundations of Lawes. and 
Cuſtoms ; ſuch changes are uſually moytife» 
rous to the undertakers of them,Prov,2 2,28. 
& 24.21,22., 

Thirdly, againſt che undutiful and rebel- 
lious carriages of people towards their Prin« 
ces and Rulers, which commonly are perni- 
cious unto the authors thereof, as we finde in 
the examples of Abſolom, Sheba,and others, 
2 Sam. 18.14, & 20.22. 2 Chron.23.15, 
& 25.3. & 33. 24, 25, Efth,.2, 21, 22, 
23, 
he that digge:b a pit ſhall fall into it] Te 
38 a fimilitude drawn from Huntſmen, who 
dig pits, and then cover them. over again, 
as if they were firm ground, by which means 
the beaſts paſſing on them, fall in and are 
taken, Many times in thedigging of fuch 
a pit, the earth falls on him that openeth' it, 
It is nſed Metaphorically, for an attempting 
of evil ro enfnare another man, Job 6, 27. © 
inthe which ſnare many twnes a man is ta- 
ken himſelf, Pſal:10.2.'& 9.15. Prov.5,28. 
Dan.6.24. © | 

and who ſo breakith an hedge, a. ſerpent 
ſhall bite him] Serpents and Adders uſe to 
harbour in old walls and hedges,fo that with- 
ont much caution, he that raſhly remoreth 
them, 154n dangerof being Rang by them, 
At. 23, 3. Now as hedges do inclofe 
grounds, 


» ues; 


— 


336 *" Annotations 03 Cap.10; 
grounds, and diſtingaiſh the property ef one 
man from another ; ſo the Lord hath ſet an 
"hedge about his own ordinance of Magiſira+ 
cy, which he will not have violated by any 
diſloyal attempts, as the phraſe is nſed in 
another caſe, Job 1. 10, Ezr. 9.9. - And all 
trayterous attempts againſt the Ordinance of 
1God, is a breaking of that mound, and an in- 
croaching upon thatauthority, which ſeldom 
eſcapeth ſome miſchief or. other, which the 
.contrivers thereof did not-foreſee, nor-were 
wiſe enough to prevent, It is a dangerous 

- thing to confound rule and ſubjeRion, and to 
break down the partition wall between the 
one and the other, They who are impa- 

"tient of rule over them; have ruine very neat 
them. 

Who ſo removeth ſtones ſhall be hurt theres 
ith] He that goeth. about to demoliſh a 

Slee, and to pull the great ones out of 

the walls thereof, Naroyy3nov]as 3 ſhall b: 

pat to pain and labour thereby ; So-the Sep- 
tazgint:; arainra, ſh:ll; be broken and 

. torn thereby , So Agui/a : xaxevion[ac, ſhall 

be hurt, and -fuffer evil.thereby z So Symma- 

chus. - So dangerous 18 the attempt of thoſe, 

- who-g0 about to unzoynt, and diflalve the li- 

gaments of Goyernment. . A-like expreſſi- 
ons we finde; Zach: 12. 1.3. Matth, 21. 
44. D 2gvhed] = + 4 


) 


and 
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and he that cleaveth wood ſhall be endan- 
gered thereby] Or , beared thereby ; The 


Chaldee, jÞa/! be burnt thereby : Shall not* 
do it without danger, if his Tools be blunt, 


as it followeth in the next verſe. We finde 


mention of danger in this imployment, Der, 
19.5. 2 Reg.6.4,5. So all theſe four Pro- 
yerbial Similitudes tend unto one and the 
ſame end. | 

' V.10:; /f the iron be blunt, and be do not 
whet therdg,then muſt be put to more ſtrength + 
bat wiſdom is profit ableto dire(t] This ſeems 
to relate to the words next immediately be- 
fore it, He that cleaveth wood, if the iron 
be blunt, ſhall be endangered and over- hea- 
ted thereby, as being every roke neceſſita- 
ted to put to more ſtrength, and all in vain, 
till wiſdom, by whetting the weapon do get 
the better of the wood. Nay, the more 
ſtrength is uſed, when the iron is too: blunt 
to enter, the more danger there is of its re- 
coiling upon him that ufeth it, So in the 
preſent caſe, the more violent and froward 
the paſſrons of men are azainſt Governours, 
the more danger do they create unto them- 
ſelves. Pririces being like ffrong Oaks, that 
are not eafily ryrought upon by oppoſition : 
But wiſe, mild, and geatle' behaviour may 
break their diſpleaſare : as wiſdom direing 
2 man-to whet his iron, will with leffe labour 
cleave 
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cleave the Rronget Timber. Kike hereBre: 
unto Was that of Eſop to Solon, that w 
ſhould, ſpeak unto Princes 5 Im % hs 
either very little, or that which may (wee 
ten and pleaſe them. 
then muſs be 4s to 074 ftrength] Or ,they 
it mill poiigk the prength of bim that oy 
ezth. Some underfland it of an Amy.; 
will exerciſe and. weary the whole reap i 
of a0 Army,to cleave wood with it. , Orzin 
War, though the. arms be blunt, ſo tha 
ak he can do little:good, yet wiidom - 
ly that defeR, andpet the vidtory ; 
P+9,1:5 ,16. 
bat niſdecs 54 proficable to-dineck.) Qsy, ii 
a mweliency of dixeiion is wiſdom. Tis: 
Infiative Mogd for the Nowo, 7 
hath obſerved ; as 2 Reg.19.37. Pſal, 194 
3. The dueRtion which wiſdom gives,1s mate 
profitable then firength ;- it guideth a many-Þ| | 
aQtions without ſo much toyl and [abour, un» 
taa better end. It is, of all other, the mai 
excellent moderator . and gdiretgr of the- 
aGions of life ; becauſe without it, all other 
means we bootleſs and full of hazard; with- 
gut it labqur is dangerous ; -there is wiſdom 
wx in the moi ordinary and meaveſ 
works, in digging, in beating burdens, " 
cleaving and 4, of Wood, 39 ie 1846 
af a Porter, whom 4 Philoſopher took: and 


bred 
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xed unto nz becauſe he obſerved a 
atyral wiſdom and dexterity,in bis a«dering 
ef his burden for the more eakie carriage ; 
1 Reg. 5.6, Iſai.28,24,25,26., Without 
it trevgth of body is uſeleſs; a blunt Axe 
Swill tire out the arm of the firongeſt man, if 
"She have not wifdome to whet it, Art and 
cunning can move bodies, and apply En+ 
08d cines, which exceed all the fixength of the 
body alone, to ſtir or ſiand under. As we 
th finde what huge Rones were placed m; the 
ay Temple, in our Savions time, Luke 22. 5. 
; '©F Joſephus ſaith of them, that they were 12. 
cubits ane way,and 8.another. 3. Without 
it, eloquence is to no purpoſe, for unteffe 
a man baye wiſdom tq cbarm a Serpent be- 
fore he bite, all a mans eloquence afterward 
wul not be able ta heal him. 13 
V. 11. Swely 4 Serpont will bits without 
enchantment, and a babler & nq better Or, 
If the Serpent bite withaut being charmed, 
or before he be charmed, there is then no 
profit to him that is a maſter of his tongue, or 
an eloquent man. A mans eloquence will 
do him no gooa, after the Serpent hath bit- 
ten him, except he do wiſely charm him, 
defore the danger be come» The meanjng 
is, that a man ſhould by meekneſs of wiſ- 
dome, as by a charm, allay the diſpleaſure of 
the Ruler againſt him, before ic break ws 
an 


Melo 0 
[Wees 


- the harm, that a man might flye from it; 
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and be too late to pacifie him, Or, accorWhat 
ing to the ſcope of our Verſion, A wiſe mus 4 
ſhould, by meekneſs and diſcretion, charjn t 
his own bitter tongue, and ſpirit of detraftiafe 
on,. whereby he is apt to curſe and revile thſCor 
Ruler of the people. Such a vain babl 
whoſe lawleſs tongue is ever finding fa 
with Government, and ſpeaking evil of dig 
nities, 18no better then an uncharmed: Ser \ 
pent, Plal. 58. 4, 5. Rom. 3.13.- Or, atifſere 
Serpent bites moſt dangerouſly, which bite 
without hiſſing, doth not give warning 


ſo of all enemies, a ſecret detraRor is tl 
worft, 

The ſcope 18, 1.. To compare the ſpirit« 
diſloyalty .and& murmuring. in the people 
211rſt their Rulers , ( ſo often forbidden 
Exod. 22. 28, AR.23. 4. Jude ver. 12Yro 
rPet.2.23.) unto the biting of a Serpent Þe 
every rebellious & trayterous ſpeech agaioſiÞr: 
thoſe who are over us by Gods ordinance and? 
in aisftead, is-full of deadly poyſon, Ezek.ÞÞ3 
2.6. a fin whichthe querulous diſpoſition of 1 
people is very apt to tranſport them into. 
Exod; 15. $24; & 16. 2, and;t7. 2; Numb. 
I4, 2: ( 

2. To compare the wiſe and humble be- Þ4 
haviour? of men towards their offended Þ' 
Govyernours, unto an /nchautment ; _ l 
tnat 
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at ſerpentine ſpirit of detraQtion is allayed 
5-28 adder is kept from biting by a charm. 
n the Original it 1s, [f the ſerpent bite,&c, 
MVe take the conditional conjunQtion for a 
onfirmation or Afſeverttion of a truth . as 
e likewiſe render it in other places, Pal. 
39. 19. Prov, 3.34, &X 23.18. 


V.12, The words of a wiſe mans month 
re Gracious : But the lips of 4 fool mill ſmal- 
o» »p bimſelf..} He here ſheweth, How the 
ords of wiſe men are not only as a charw 16 
Prevent the biting of an enemy, but do fur- 
her conciliate favour and grace. 

are Gracion; | Hed. Grace, They are 
0 comely and graceful in themſelves, that 
hey miniſter grace to others, Epheſ. 4. 29. 

ol, 4. 6, and obtain grace aud reſpeR 
rom them, As Abigail did not onely ap- 
peaſe the wrath of David, but did greatly 
iraw his heart and love towards her, by her 

iſe and gracious words, Prov. 10, 32, & 
15.1, 2, 4, 26. & 16. 23. 24. 

But the lips of a foo! will ſwallow +pbimſelf| 
Dr,vill deftroy,and drown him, z&Jamew]axny 
Tb ; ſothe 70. the nounis plural, ard the 
erd ſingular, which may be Ewphatical, to 
ote, that every one of 1s words do deftroy: 
rr do ſuddenly wine, asa whale, or a grave, 
doth preſently deyour that which.it ſwal- 
lowes? 
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Jowes, A fooliſh maa by froward and 
Nloyal ſpeeches, fayes ſnares againft hisc 

life, provokes {0 much wrath and difpleaſy 
as thereby utterly toando, and, as it we 
eat up himſelf,Prov.ry, 28S, Prov, 12.4 
Rom. 3,13. 


V. 13. The beginning of the words of bi 
wouth is fooliſhneſs, andthe end of bis thi 


+5 weſperate madneſs. |Hereby we undetſtar 
theEmphafisof the former yerſe,where af 
ral noun was joyned to a ſingular verb, 
'*ng, that every oneof his words, from thet 
21nning to the end, tendeth unto rume, Þ 
' more he ſpeaks, the more folly he diſcover 


and goes on fromevil unto'worſe, accord 
a&higrage or diftemper of minde dothk 
'ther and further tranſport him. © Corwpti 
m the -heart when it breaks forth, islike 
breach'ih the Sea, which begins ina 
-paſſage., till itteat through and caft dot 
"the -banks, 2 Tim. 3. 13,45 the Pharifet 
and other Jewes in their diſcourſes \ 
Chriſt, dd commonly begin with argumet 
(Get asthey were) and ended with ſont 
Jo6h.$. 33.,48,59. & 10.-24,31, ARS; 


& 7.94.57, & 19.28, 34. firſt they tall 


_ vooliſhly, aud then they liftup their bot 
' Palm 75.49, 5. from reproches they go 


to oathes and madneſle, Pal. 102, 8, AR 


3 


——_ a6 
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iy 22, 22 23, Prov, 21. 24, 2 Satn, 16.17, 
Prov. 26,18, &15..2'8. Thus a furious mat: 
aboundeth in tranſgreſſion, Prov. 2.9. 22, 


V. 14+. fool alſo is full of words 2 A 
With canjn0t tell what ſhall be : and-what ſhall 
be after bit» who can tell bim} Beſides the 
magnefle and folly of fuch a mans diſcouſes;, 
they are alſo many and endlefle. A wiſe 
man is comtented with words enough to &x- 
prefſe his mind, he ſpeaksalwayes pettinent- 
ly ſuch things as may bring glory to God, 
and miniſter grace to the Hearers. He 
Nernent with choyce & eleQtion, and there- 
ore in meaſure and moderation. As the 
'Orator gives this for the reifon why kamed 
men do not make ſo lorig and'tediousOratte 
ons'ss others of weaker pats, qwu 4044s of 
thitio & wnilas : They chooſe a few things 
Sat of many, and Weigh their words before 
they utter them. Whereas foofes pour out 
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were in. his own power; whereas noma), 


muchlefle a fool, can either tell himſelf, oc. 
underſtand by any other man; what.ſhall be' 


after him. There ſeemeth to be an Empha- 
fis in the word, After biw, He boafteth what 
he will do, whither be will go, what ſucceſſe 
.he -ſhall have, the next moneth, or the next 
year, when haply the next moneth or year 
. may be After him, he may be cut off betore 
it come, Plal 49. 11,18. Luke 12. 19, 20, 


. Jam, 4. 13 —— 16, Eccleſ. 3. 22, & 6, 


12, 
The words may haply be a JMſimefis, ſet- 


ting forth the humour of ſuch a garrulous per». 
ſon, whe ſaith, 4 man cannet tell what ſhat(® 


be after bizs , and then ſaith it over again, 


what ſhall be after bim nho cantell bim? 
therefore let us.indulge to our genius,cat and. 


drinkand enjoy our pleaſures while we have 


time to enjay them. The former ſenſe (eem- 


eth righteſt. . 


V. I5. The /abour ofthe foo! nearieth 


every one of them, becauſe he knoweth not bow 
co yo.to the City.) Having fhewed the many 


attempts of fooliſh men, both in deeds and * 


words, He here diſcovereth the vanity and 
fruitleſneſſe of them all, All his boaſting 
projects 


Cap.10J 
dertakings and purpoſes , brags what he wilf 
.do, and what heſhall-have as if all eventy 


+ > 


Oo VU Fw Lcc,,.,T, tx 


Lok  — 


Cap.1b. che Book of Eeclefialtes. 335 
projects ar.d undertakings prove but labour 
n vaio. As the Sodomitesb2ing ſmitten with 
blindnefle, weatied themſelves ro find our 
the door , which they could not get to, Gen. 
19. 11, Hetyreth and wearieth out himſelf 
in matters Which are mott eafie., and yer 
cannot overcome them : for evenchildren 
can find-out the way into a City when they 
are neer unto-it. Or,though he have not wiz 
enongh to. keep a high rode , yet he will be 
wearying of himſelf in abſtruſer things, 
which are as difficult as to foreſee future 
and contingent events : ' as in the former 
verſe, 

The ſenſe ſeemeth to be much like that , 
verſ. 10, as there the fool puts to all his 
ſrength to' cleave knotty wood wtth blune 
tooles, and all in vain; whereas a little 
wiſdome to whet his Iron, would make his 
vyvork both more eafie, and more effeCtual ; 
ſo here the 5001, like an ignorant Traveller 
that bath m fed his way, goes up and down 


F tolittle purpoſe, till he quite weary himſelf, 


and yet can tiever find the way into the City 
for want of $kill, or a guide todue& him, 
which otherwiſe would have been moſt eafi- 
ly and ſpeedily done. Where wifdome is 


$ wanting todire&tour aRions, labour will be 


endleſle, -we. ſhall eng weary our ſelves, 


then 
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then effeR any thing by blind endeayours. If 
we underſtand the words in a civil ſenſe con- 


( 
f 
ſonahtly to the other paſſages of the Chapter | + 
a 
t 


before, then thoſevvords, | becanſe be knows 
eth not to go into the City] do fignifie the 
I2norance of fuch a man.to converſ with | 1 
men, or to behave himſelf wiſely in ciyil of 
pelitical relations : Whereas true wiſdom | n 
x5 to underſtand our way, and to' make firait} tc 
ths for our feet to walk an, ard to have the 8 h' 
ight ſhine on our wayes, whatever relationfl p 
we ſtand in, or whatever imployment we are tc 
called unto, Prov, 14. 8. Heb. 12, 13.PALY -p: 
5.8. | 
V. 16. #0 to there, O Land, whon thy 
King is 4 child, thy Printet tat in the norm 
wy, The Wiſe man is not onely careful tg 
keep Subjedt; from rebellion and difloyalty; 
( which was the matter of the greateſt part 
the Chapter before, ) but alfo to mind Prin 
ves of their duty , that they be not witfuly 
ſenſual,tyrannous,bat that they manage « 
office with nobleneſfe” of ſpirit , with tempes 
rance,and indoftry, and that by a moft nughs 
ey argnmemt,becauſeThey cannot be good &f 
bad to themſelves alone, multitudes are con- 
cerned-1n it, 'and the weal or woe of wholl 
nations doth depend upon it. - A' wicked 
Prince 18 a great argametit of Divine difplea*] * 
| ſureY 1m 
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fure againſt a whole people, r Sam,” 8,.6—— 
18, Iſa. 19. 4- Job 34.30, Prov. 28, 2. And 
a good Prince an argument of his Love, and 
that he intendeth to blefſe ſach a Nation, 
I Reg.10.9. | 

when thy King is a child] He meaneth 
not ſo -much in age ; for maity have in their 
tender years, by the fear of God, and the 
help of prudent "Counſellors governed theix 
people aright , and ſome of them mich bet- 
ter then-afterwards, 1 Reg. 3.7-—12.,c0Mp 
pared with t Reg.11.4, 2 Chr. 24.2;3,17, 
& 25, 1,2,7 4,27, & 26. 3,4,5,16, Bat 


ERRSERSSS 5d -- ro. 


by 10 anderftanding, 11 experience, iN manners, 
mh when a man childiſhly ſafferech the affaires 
wil of a Kingdome to be targed upfide dow, 
yl to be broken topeices by his careleſneſſe, 
off] and through want of prudence & skill to dif- 
i#x-cern between right and wrong, Epheſ, 4. 14 
al'y Heb. 5. 13. Iſa. 3. 4.1. Cor, 14. 2Q, Such 


a child was Rehoboam in the ſtrerigth of, his 
age, 'A child of one and fourty years old, 1 
Reg. 14. 21, 2 Chron, 13.7. whena man 
s, I. Tenorant orforgetfull of his duty, 

2, Changeable and eaſily turned out of it 
with every perſivaſion, 

'2. Paſtionate,, eafily angry, and ferful, 
ea] and accordingly alterable upon ſuch ſudden 
ure Y imprefltons; 

P 2 4« Sen- 
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4+ Senſual, and given unto vain” de- 

lights. 

' 5. Craving and covetous, and fo eaily 

turned aſide by gifts. 

6, Vain and ſubje& to be flattered by 
thoſe who know how to make a prey of him, 

Theſe and ſuch like impotencies, argue 
childiſhnefle in one that Governs, The wile 
man inſtanceth in one principal of theſe, 
viz..Senſuality, in the next words, 

And thy Princes eat in the morning] 
Though the Kiog be a child, yet if he hay 
prudent and vigilant Counſellours their can 
may recompence and ſupply his defeQs 
but where they likewiſe be as bad as 
Prov. 29. 13. Where all other miniftersd 
State follow onely their private gain an 
pleaſure, without any regard unto publi 
welfare, no wonder if ſuch a Nation hav 
2 wo hang over it. 

eat inthe moring] Are riotous, luxurio 
ſpend their whole time in ſleep, and exceſſe 
Riſe not up nnto ſervice, but unto delights 
conſecrate the flower and beſt of their tiny 
( which ſhould have been given to God, ar! 
to the publick) to their own vanity and ric 
Jer.21.12. Iſa. 5, 11,12. Hof, 7.3,4, 5 
 AR.2.15. Prov. 31. 4, This is matter 
patience unto the aff; ted people , ral 

k 


- 


I 0, 
de- 


ally 
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they confider , that God doth thus reprove 
Kings for their ſake,Pſal,105.1 4. 


' V. 17, Bleſſed art thou,” O Land, when 
thy King is the ſon of nobles” and thy Prin= 
os eat in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength, and net 
for drunkenneſſe. | The ſon of nobles, thatis, 
men trained up, intru&ed, and ſhaped with 
principles of true Nobility, wiſdome, and 
holineſs. As 2 ſonof death, of perdition, 
of wrath; is one devoted thereunto: ſ0-a 
ſon of nobles, 18 one nobly* ſeaſoned” with 
principles of honour and Government. -As 
ſons of God, Gen. 6.2. men bred u the 
Charch of God, and under a godly Ednca- 
tion ; ſons of the Prophets : ſons of -Phy- 
fitians, men bred in (uch proteſions. - 


of nobles] From a word which fignifteth 
whiteneſſe, either becauſe perſons of honour 
did uſe to wear white rayments, Eſther 8. 
I5. Rev. 3.4. fit in white thrones, Rev. 20, 
11, ride on White afles, Jadg, 5. 10. orto 
denote the purity of manners which ' ſhould 
be in Rulers, that they might be examples 
of all integrity unto others, Rev.19.8, By 
ſons of nobles, then, he doth not underſtand 
men barely born of noble Parents, and who 
have noble blood in their veins, (ſach an 
FAY one 
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one likely might the child be of whom he 
ſpake in the former verſe). but as there he 
meant a child not in years, but in manners 
20d qualities : (as the ryords Presbyter, El- 
der,-Antient, in the Scripture uſe, do nat 
$ much fignifie age,as wiſdom ,and authori 
ty,) ſohere he meaneth one noble as well in 
vertue,. as m blood and birth. This 15 the 
true nob1/icy, when piety, wiſdome,righteou= 
neſſe, .coutage,. and the fear of God , ds + 
dorn the royal blood, and render perſons tru- 
Iy YiuRtczons, and not dark and obſcure crea» 
tures, as Mean perſons are, Prov. 22. 29 
-Deut. x, 33. Exod, 18,-21; nobility of 
"blood,' without nobility cf vertue and holi» 
nefle, addeth nothing to a Govenour at ally 
Plal, 16, 3, & 47-9. & 87. 3,4,5.6.8 
ITO, 3, AG, I7. 11. 


and thy Princes eat in due ſeaſon | In the 


time of eating, after they have ſpent their 
trength in duty : As to every thing there 
38 2 fie time, Eccleſ. 3, x. {0 to this particular 
of eating and drinking, Pſal,145.15.Matth, 
24. 45, Labour and ſervice ſhould go be- 
fore eating, Luk, 12. 35, 37. & 17.7, $; 
9, Abrahams ſervant would not eat till he 
had done his buſinefle, Gen. 24.33. and our 
Saviour preferred his own Fathers work be- 
fore is own RefeQion , Joh. 4. 31,32; 
| Some». 
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Sometimes even wicked men' have been ſo 

ers intent on their wickednefle,as to deny liber- 

Fj. ty of cating, drinking , and- other refreſh- 

10t 4 Ments, to themſelves, till then defigng were 

tobe accompliſhed, AQ, 23. 12. Prov. 4. 

16. and ſo we find Magiſtrates ſo ſerious 1n 

he | duty, as to forbear eating, and to forbid it e- 

. | ven ſometimes when it was neceffary , Ezra 

a | 10.6. 1 Sam.14.23, Temperance 1s in no 

uv. | calling-more requiſite then: in the Calling 

2 | of a Magiſtrate, Prov. 31; 4. Mulritades of 

buſineſſes, and thoſe of greateſt importment, 

of # and ſuch as do often require immediate - 

conſultation and diſpatch , (and-ſuchare ma« 

1, | 2y times the affaires of States) will-not-al- - 
low liberty of eating and drinking , all de- 


F lights muſt belaid afide to attend them. Exod. 
| 72.34. 39. It was wickedly done by the 
ir King and Haman to fit down to drink when 
e the City was 1n perplexity, Efter. 3. 15. ta 
be let publick ſafety lye ſtill, while private luxu- 
\ | ry was ſerved.': 

' for flrength, and not for drankenneſſ, 1 
/ The end of eating, is to repaire that ftrengt 

þ which had been weakened in duty , and (o | 
: to enable unto the attendance vpon daty a- 


gain, It ought not tobe the exd of onr 1i- 
img, but onely a neceſſary means unto life, 


and unto the ſervices thereof. . 
P. 4+ And 
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And therefore Gluttony and Drunkeneſſe 
are to be avoyded , as by all men, becauſe 
of many other ewls which are in them, ſo in 
ſpecial manner by Princes & Rulers,becauſe 
they do totally indifpoſe for ſuch weighty 
affaires as are to be managed by wiſdome 
and- counſel, Iſa. 28. 1. Hoſ. 4. 11. & 7: 


Fo 


V. 1, By much flothfulnefſe the baild- 
ing decayeth: and throagh idlene(ſe of thi 
bands, the bouſe droppeth thorow. ] This is a 

overbial form of fpeech , and appliable un- 
to all kind of buſineſſes , ſhewing the dan- 
er of idleneffe and procraſtination in them. 
And'it ishere uſed as an Hluftration of what 
he had ſaid ver, 16. to ſet forth the miſery 
of a Land under childiſh and careleſſe Go- 
vernment, by a Compariſon drawn from the 
&f, er to the greater,from an houfe tO a State 
far as an houſe being expoſed to wind and: 


weather, will in time drop thorow , and ſo: 


endanger the rotting of the Timber, and the 
xuine of the whole, if the owner thereof do 


not by timely repairs prevent ſuch a miſ- 


chief : ſo. the Commuon-zealth, being expo- 
ſed to various dangers, from the ſubtilty and 
boſility of enemies abroad, and from the: 
rebellion, ſedition, ,and. various diſcontents: 


of 
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of ill-affeed people within it ſelf, will be 
continually in danger of diſſolution, if Go» 
vernoars, who ſhould be the Healers, Repai- 
rerc, and Bailders thereof, be not exceeding 
vigilant upon its preſervation and ſafety : 
which if he be, he will have little time left 
for tuxury and intemperance. 


Here then, 1. A State or Kingdowe, is 
compared to an How/e , -as ſometimes the 
Church is, 1 Cor. 3.9, Epheſ 2.21. & 3.15. 
Heb.3.2—6. 1 Tim.3.15. nothing more 
uſual, then to call the Kingdome of Iſrael, 
The Houſe of Iſrael, the Houſe of Jacob, 
&c. Iſa, 2.6, & 5.7. Luke 1. 33. Obad, 
verſ. 18. 

3. Princes are Compared unto the. A{4- 
fters of the Family, and tothoſe unto whom ' 
it beſongeth to Heal and Repair the ruines 
a1d breaches in that great building, Iſa, 3.7, 
Job 34-17. Iſa.58.12. & 61.4. As e'ſe- 
where. to foundations, Pal, 82. Fo Banam/s * 
quaſi Borg Te Adv. to Coverings, Ezek. 28, 
16. to Barrs, Which kezp a houſe from be- 
ing brokenopen, Hoſ.11.6; to the Corgnes, 


- or Corners ina Building, which keep the 


Compages. of a ſtructure together ,, Iſa, 19, 
I3. 


3. Miſgovernment is compared unto care- - 
Fs leſneſs, 


344 ' Annotations on Cap.ts; 
tefnefs in an Houſe-keeper, or Steward, that 


doth not in time- prevent thoſe ruines 11 an 
hobfe, which a few breaches uncured, will 
quickly draw after them, ' Which, to ſhew 
the greatneſs of it,is called in the dual/ num- 
ber, double flothfulneſs, or the /lorbf»/neſſi 
of both hands : and fo the 70, is iunnelah 
dy flothfulnefles, The Bai/ding decayeth, 
1s vicſed, weakned , disjoynted, finketh, 
mclineth; the 750,Tevwovin]e, is yay 
toy ; & proper expreſſion, being ſpoken 

the oof of he honſe : and fo the word 
-gendred, Pſal, 106, 43. Job 24. 24. And 
through idleneſs of the hands, ſo the 70, 
drjie year ; the word is, through the hi 
mlity, abjection, demifſion, hanging* dowh 
of the hands, that do not put themſelves 
forth, rtor lift themſelves ap unto labour z al 
Heb.r2,12.Exod.17,12. The like expref 
fions whereunto we have, Pſal.76, 5, & 74 
11, Pxoy.,6.10, & 19.24. & 26. 15. Prov 
* | 


the hiſt droppetrh chorow) Which ful 
rauſeth the walls and timber to rot, and 
renderh urito ruine ; and ſecondly, cauſet 
a mans habitation to be irkfome and v 
COOL nate han, Prov, 19.13, & 2}. 


V.19, 
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V. 19. A faſt is made for langhter, and 
wine w«keth merry : but money anſmoreth all 
rhings. | Theſe words, if taken abſolutely 
and alone, are to ſhew the dominion -of 
money in humane affaiis above all othex 
things other common things , even the 
beſt of them, Bread and Wine, ( whereby 
the Scripture uſeth to exprefle moſt ont- 
ward contents ) have adefinice and limi- 
ted uſe, proper to themſelves, diftin& from 
others, They tend to make men laugh and 
be merry, but z2ovey is the meaſwre of a/] 
things ; It will feed, and cloath, and hare - 
bour, and putchafe, and extehd as a civill 
Inſtrument anto all ſecular provifions... Bt 
they ſeem rather to bear Re/ation th what 
went before; ſlothful men intend not the ſup-= 

rtance of their houſes, families, or eſtates, -. 

at they ſpend their whole time in feaſtiug 
and [uxury, and all that, not' out of any 
fre-which by-their provident labonrs they 
hid tard ip,” bat by the conſtant pipence of - 
trefire and emptying of their baggs, where- 
by at laſt their houſes, families, eſtates, are 
wholly brought to rune, 


Some joyn the words unto the former, 
thas;*7ibringh i4/erieſle of rhe hands of 1h ſe 


wen. 


346 ' Anhtations on Cap.ro; 
wen the bouſe drappeth thoron , who make 
feaſts for laughter, and p epare wine' to make 
their life merry, and nhoſe monty doth rea- 
dily anſwer all theſe greedy luſts and de- 
fires of theirs, and doth. bring 1n ſupplyes 
and fael intothem. So this Verſe looketh: 
back to verſe 16. ſhewing the Cauſe of the 
Woe there pronounced againſt a Land whoſe 
Princes were luxurious, and by. whoſe floth- 
falnes in regard of publick ſ{ervice,the Houſe 
of the State was ready to decay and drop tho- 
row ; for by rict and exceſs, Which cannot: 
be maintained. without vaſt proportion of 
treaſure to- anſwer all- the exigences. of 
them, ſuch Princes are conſtrained to cruſh 
and oppreſs the poor people, and to ſqueeze 
them with heavy gyms 22, 13— 
19, which is unto the hearts of the people 
as a continual dropping in a ruinous houſe, 
cauſeth them either through. ſadneſs: of ſpi- 
xit to fall and deſpond, and ſo to become an 
abje& 2nd low condition'd Nation,  Ezek, 
I7. 13. 34.2, Reg. 15,20, or elſe fhirreth 
them.unto more reſolute praftiſes , to ſhake 
off the yoke which they are not willing not 
able any longer to bear, 1 Reg, 22.. 14, 15z 
I6, 


They mais 4 fenſt for Innghtur, } &. fa 
Ys care 


- 


2147 the Book of Ecclefiaſtes. Cap.10: 


fere panems vitulum, x ren are expreſſions 
uſed-for dreffing of Inch things towards a feaſt 
or entertainment, Dan, 5. 1, Gen. 18.7,. 8. 
2 SAM. 12. 4+. 


and nine maketh merry] Letificat vitaws 
|, Maketha mans lite merry, as elſewhere Le- 
tificat Cor, giveth hima metry heart, Pſ,104; 
5. | 
But money anſwertth all things] LXX. 
inaxiet]e Jame]a Whereunto agceeth the 
Vulgar, peexnie obedinnt omnia, Money can 
command all things, to wit, which are mea- 
ſurable thereby.. It being the Inftrument and ' 
element of Commerce, as the Philoſopher 
calleth it, Symmachus, #vxpurios: bis aay- 
7. [s profitable for all things, . which may 
de bought therewith ; or Exeudit.omnia, It 
heareth the defires of men, when men de- 
fire ſuch thipgs as they- outwardly. want, If 
they have money, that ordinarily can anſwes * 
this defire , .and> procure thoſe-. things for 
themes a-like expreſfion we. find, Hoſ, ;24 
21, 23. 
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V. 20. Carſe-not the King, no not in thy 
thought : and curſe nat the Rich in thy bed- 
chamber ; for «'bird- of the air ſhall carry 
the voice, and that which bath wings ſhell te 
the warrer] Becauſe by ogcafion of fuch 


far, 


_ Cap.ro, Annceations on 


fans of miſ-government inevil Princes, men 
might. be very-apt through impatiency of 


ſpirit, to break forch into diftoyal thoughts- 
and affetion towards them, however they 


might haply be by fear of danger reſtrained 
from ſeditious ſpeeches, or rebellious prati- 
ces: He therefore concludeth this whole 
Argament witha ſtri&prohibition of all hard 
= undutiful thoughts and rifings of heart 
againſt Rulers, notvithfiandwg their Errors 


in Government, and Cortuptions tm hymy, 


not ſo mach as fecretly in their hearts to 


wron? them, both. for conſcience ſake, and - 


for fear of wrath, as the Apoſile likewiſe di- 
reReth, Rom. 13,5. — 

-Brcnin thy thaggbe; or 11 thy conſcience 
Worſe net the King} Entertain riot any bgttt, 


yain,contempmous.or diſhotounable thoughts - 


of him, do not wiſh-any evil to his perſon, 
crown or Government, not {6 much 2s 1n th 
inmdft and moſt ſecret terirements,: Exod 
23,28, 2 Pet. +. 10,)Pf, 62.4. t Sam. Yo; 
97.'2-Sam. 19,21 Reg? 3; (3%, H.-S; 
21, 44 S$- 
| The ſecond clauſe, neither eur ſe the Rich, 
is 4 re-enforcing of the fame'precept again, 
memning by the Xich, the Governour, Ifa.5 3: 
vi #4 1Þ+ chamber of ehy bed; or, in thy-moſt 
Feriertetiremene,) ks hob 0s hh 


' Ald left antan thodld preſaine {6'ro #6, 
a as 


348: 
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as conceivi:'g thoughts to be free, and far e« 
nough out of the fight of the Governar-to 
obſerve or avenge, He addeth the great dan= 
ger like to enſue by means which they could 
not ſo much as imagine, or ſuſpect. 

[ for 4 bird of the atr ſhall carry the voices 
and that which bath wings ſhall tell the mat« 
ter ] As if he had ſaid, Thy thoughts and 
ſecret curſes are heard in Heaven, by hiar 
who will certainly puniſh-them, however ſe- 
ciet they are kept from men. And the Lord 
can eafily find our waies even by bruit Crea-- 
tures, to bring them.to light : as he did re- 
duke the madneſs of Ba/aawm by his aft, 
2 Pet. 2.16, and puniſh the pride of Pha« 
raoh and Herod by frops, lice, and worms. 
Exod, 8. 6,17. AR. 12. 23. We read how 
a flight of Cranes did diſcover the murthery 
done upon the Poet Ibycas - and how Beſ= 
fas, who had ſlain his father, overthrew a 
nea(} of ſwallows chattering; becauſe; faith 
he; they accuſe me for killmng my father. As 
our Saviour ſaith in -anather: caſe, /f theſe 
ſhould hold their peact, the very flones mould 
cry out, Luke 19, 40, So the: Lord can-by 
even dead and inanimate Creatures, diſcos 
yer wickedneſs, The earth it. ſelf, which 
drank bloo!l in, ſhalt diſcloſe: and reveals 
Gen, 4. rt, Iſn.26./21,.Hab.2. 11; The 
Chaldee by birds of vhe-4jr, underſtand the 
Angels 


Cap. 11; 
Angels of Heaven, who like winged Eagles 
6 make report of ſecret wickedneſs, O- 
thers underſtand it of fame, which is a ſwiſt, 
and as it were a winged Meſſenger ;. allu- 
ding unto that which is ſaid of Princes, 
erernct - Baoiniuy op Fanucd x TANCE. GTA. 
Tat Pcinces have many Eyes, & many Ears, 
iand long arms, that can ſee, and hear, and 


puniſh offences at at a greater diſtance, 


CHAP, XI. 


N the former Chapter he ſhewed the ex- 
& cellent uſe of true wiſdome, as a means 
of Tranquillity of mind, and remedy againſt 
the vanity of outward things, in ordering 
our behaviour .aright 'towards Superiors for 
, prevention of thoſe. dangers which their diſ- 
- pleaſure may ſubjeR us unto, In this Chap» 
; ter b> further diſcovereth the uſe thereof un- 
to the- ſame End of comfortable living,: in 
vedering of our behaviour towards -Inferiors, 
thoſe eſpecially that are in want. 
-..,,Concerning-which,wehave, Firſt,the pre- 
cept it ſelf, concerning fubRantial and uſe- 
fal charity, verſ. x..with an effe&tual reaſon 
thereof, both drawn from a Metaphor of ſowv- 
ing and reaping ſeed, 'verſ.. I. 
: Secondly, the manner and meaſure of this 
our charity, which js to abound towards all 
Aa . k k 
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that are in want, and tbat enforced by area- 
fon drawa from the nncertainty of tuture E- 
yents ; now thou art able, thereafter thou 
may(t be diſabled, therefore do' good mhile 
thoa haſt means (o to do, and thereby pro- 
vide triends to thy ſelf againſt any evils 
whuclr thoa alſo may(t fall zato, verſ. 2, 

Thirdly, Both thoſe are illuſtrated by ma 
ny Smilitudes, in the. which he doth by way 
ot Proſepſ;s prevent ſuch objeCtions as the 
covetous hearts of men are apt to make 
againſt this duty. 

1, A man is apt to fay, That he is neereft 
to himſelf, and muſt look after his own ſup- 
plyes, and leave others to look after theirs, 

To which he anſwereth, That a8 C/ox4s are 
not filled with waters to keep them to ttiem- 
ſelves, but to empty-them upon the Earth z 


+ ſo Gods bleſſings are-not depoſited to-men 


only for their ovn good,but as' Stewards they 
are to- diſpence out of them unto others; 
verſe. 3. 

2..1t may be objeQed, If I muſt relieve 
ſeven and tight, take notice of the wants of 
many, Ic will be ſeven to one- if much of 
this hoe will not be caſt away-upon un- 
worthy - and ungrateful perſons, who will 
make no return either unto God or man for 
It, 

To this he anſwereth, That as it 13 all one- 
ro 


— 


$52 Annotations on Cap.1t,. 


to the maſter of x zree, whether it fall Norcb 
or Seuth, for either way it falls to the owners. 


uſe. and benefit-:. ſo that good which is done 


to.any Man 1n want, out of a defire thereby : 
to honour God, and'tohelp or neighbour; _ 
hall prove beneficial unto hia that ſo doth } | 
it, whatever the perſon be unto whom it is " 


done, ver\, 3» \ | 

3. It may be objeRed, That it is-not yref} ® 
a ſeaſon tobe thus dountifal, there are many 
Impediments and diſcouragements therean« M 
' to, This charge, this loſs; that affliftion ox 


danger, or expence lyes upon me, when I am B 
ootten over theſe,it will then be a fitter time 3 
to think onthe wants of. others, when Iam _ 
ſecured againſt mine own, . th 
To this he anſwers by another /imilitad ! C 
drawn from hacbandry, He that will not ſow : 
his ſeed [eſt the wind ſhould blow it away, = 


nor reap his corn, leſt the Clouds ſhould rain 
and wet it, (hall never want exceptions aj 
Sainft that which yet is neceſſary to be done; 
Therefore our duty is to embrace the pteſent 
opportunity, and leave the ſucceſs for the 
fatare unto Godsbleſſing, 

If we could certainly fore-ſee betta; 
weather, and more ſeaſonable accommodatis thi 
60s for our buſineſſes to morrow than to dayyff 1, 
we might haply pretend ſome reaſon for de: 
lay of duty. But that is in Gods band alone, 

| ad 


wag” eas 


—> 
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a5 unkaown unto us, as the way of the wind, 
or of the ſonls coming into the body, or the 
growing of the bones of an Embryo in the 
womb. Therefore it is our duty to do :good 
at preſent while we have opportunity, and 
to commit the ſacceſs of all for the future 
vnto God, verſ. 4, 5. Whereupon he re- 
peateth the Exhortation in the ſame Meta- 
phor, ſow thy ſeed,ſcatter thy charity in ſea» 
ſon and out of ſeaſon, in' youth, in age, at 
all times, on all occafions, Gnce' thou 
knowcR not which will be moſt ſuccesful, 
verl. 6. 

And now having thus largely ſet down va- 
rious precepts for making the life of a man 
comfortable, and his mind quiet amiaſt all 
the vanities of the world, 'He proceedeth 
to ioftru& him how he may provide for death, 
and judgement; and ſo ſecure happineſs m 
another world roo : for a man might be apt 
to ſay, when I am thus throughly fitted dy 


theſe many precepts unto a ſecure and com- 


fortable manner of living, having the favour 
of great men, the bleſſing of poor men,peace- 
within, and plenty without, when by godly 
wiſdome, vexation of mind, and the vanity 
and diſquietnefs thereupon of all outward 
things is healed, and removed, It cannot 
then but be a very pleaſant thing to live, to 
lee the light of the San, and to enjoy taoſe 

| CON= 


Cap.i11, | Ainnetations on 
contents which by theſe means we have ar- 
rived at, verſ. 7. To this the Wiſe man an- 
ſwereth, That albeit by theſe: means life is 
much ſwveetned; and: the vanity thereof 3s 
much abated, yet it is never thronghly re- 
moved :- But when all is done which can be 
done to render our condition here comfor- 
table, yet Al that cometh, both life, and the 
ſupplyes thereof, are (till Yanity, and will 
paſs away, andthe daies of darkneſs Which 
folloiy, will be abundantly more than the 
daies of light which went before. And that 
therefore we ought, by the timely remem- 
brance of them both; to moderate our de- 
lights in things preſent,-and' to prepare out 
ſelves to liftup our heads with comfort in the 
jadgement to come, vetſ. 8. | 


And becanſe of all others, young men; 


whoſe blood is freſh, and ſpirits aQive, are 
moſt apt to ſurfeit on preſent pleaſures, and 
to put far from them the evil day, lighting 
ſach admonitions as theſe therefore the 
Wiſe man, who had had himfelf as-full a vale 
of youthful pleaſures, as ever any other man, 
and had found -the vanity of them all, doth 


by an Trony,deride the folly, and by a ſolemn 


citation unto the Tribunal of God, awaken 
the conſcience of ſach a voluptuous Epicure, 
yerC. 9. perſwading him by the affurance of 


2 fature judgement, whetein he muſt be: = 
led: 


354 
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355 the Bock of Ecclefiaftes. Cap,rt. 
led to a ſtri& account for all the vanities and 
miſcarriages of his_youth : and by the flit- 
ting condition of that age wherein he doth 
ſo-2lut apon them, to remove far from him- 
ſelf thoſe-Gnful exceſſes which would fill his 
heart with ſorrow, and his fleſh with fin. 


Verſ, 1. &# * Aft thy bread upon the waters: 

H for thou ſhalt find it after ma- 
ny daies] This is a proverbial form of ſpeech, 
drawn from the manner of ha-bandwen, who 
ſow their land in expeQation of a plentiful 
harveſt,aſter many daies,Whereby the Wiſe 
man, io purſuance of his principal argu» 
ment, touching franquillity and comfort of 
life, doth perſwade unto /ibera/ity towards 
the poor, that their mouths and bowels may 


bleſs us. Some make it an alluGon to Mer- 


chants, who ſend their Eſtates in Ships upon 
the Sea,expeRing in time a return with much 
o21n, called the Harveft of the River,Ifa.23. 
3. if the Prophet do not rather there allude 


to the plenty of Egypt, by the over-flowing 


of the River, whereunto poſſibly the Wiſe 
man may likewiſe allude in this place, O- 
thers,more generally, underſtand it of giving 
alms to the poor, where all we do, may ſeem 
to be caft away, as if it were thrown into the 
Sea. Though thou think, what is ſo given, 
i8 all loſt, becauſe-given +0 thoſe who can 
never 


356 Aanotations on Cap.rr, 


never recompence thee ; yet do.thon lend: 


in that manner, looking for nothing -again, 
Luk. 6. 35. beipg aſſured; that what 1s thas 
giventathe poor, 18 /#nt unto the Lord,Prov, 
Ig. 17, Who will in his time, certainly re- 
pay it with advantage unto thee. But I ra- 
ther take it to be an allufhon unto ſeed, which 
1s ſowed on very ferti/ ground, Which is neer 
a river, or. is made fat by the over-flowing 
of a river, Numb, 24. 7. 104.32, 20. So they 


aſed in ESyPr to make their land fertil, by ' 


drawing the water, when the river lowed 
over, by art unto it, Deut, 11.10,11,There- 
fore amongſt other plagues, which the Lord 


threntneth Egypt withal , this is one, 
That #beir Rivers ſhould be dried up; and 


that abich nas ſoned by them, ſhinld wither, 
Ia. 19. 5,647. and ſo we read of the ſeed 
of Siboy, Ifa. 23, 3. Which was a River in 


Egypr, Joſh, 13. 3. Jer. 2. 18; By caſting 


the dread «pon the waters, we imderftand, by 
or wer the waters ; as Pſ,7. 3./Gen, 41; 1. 


becanſe thoſe places are the moſt fertil, 


When he faith, :by bread, he thereby teach- 
eth us, that our charity muſt be out of our 
own Eſtate, and accordins to that condition 
wherewith God hath 4 

SS? * 


for thou ſhalt find it after many daies 


The ſeed which a man ſows feemeth to ” 
an 


efled ns, Eph. 4. 
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and periſh, but the husbandman waiteth pa- 
tiently for many daies together, and at laft 
he reapeth a.plentiful harveſt, Jam.'5 . 7.as 
Tfaac did, Gen. 26. 12.'Mark, 4. 8, And in 
like manner, that which is ſowed in the bel- 
hes and backs of the poor, will be repayed, 
as the ſeed is in harveſt, manifold into the 
boſoms of righteons men, Prov. 19. 17, 
2 Cor. 9, 6—4o, Deut, 15.10, Matthi19, 
22. Pſ, 112.9. | 
* V.2, Give a portion to ſeven, and alſo to 
fnonef nt nhat evil fhall 
be npon the earth | By waters, is ſometimes 
in the Scripture meant, w»/:itades of people; 
as ſr, 8. 7. & 17, 12. Revel. 17, 15, and 
the 'Wiſe man here bidding ns to caſt onr 
bread on the waters, doth in this verſe ex- 
plain-what he meant thereby, namely, that 
we ſhould diſperſe onr good works, and 
almſ-deeds voto many, that we ſhould be 


large bearted, and open-handed unto the 


phor. 

' Give 4 portion | He alladeth unto the 
manner of their feaſt; and entertainments 113 
old times, when they did uſe to diftribute 
Portions to their gueſts, and to fend to the 


Poor, 2 Sam. 6. 19. 1 Sam. 1.4, 5. Gen. 


43. 34. Efth. 9. 22; Nehem. 8. 10. 12: 
Ia; 58. 7, Whereunto our Saviour _— 
ſen 


ſen dyeNHis white ; A good part or portion, 


Lak, 10. 42. Which cuſtome of diſtributing | 


equal portions to the gueſts, we find in Ho- 
mer and -Platarch, -to have been obſerved 
likewiſe among the Grecians; as alſo the 
cuſtame of ſending portions from the Ta- 
bles of greater perſons, to thoſe that were 
abſent. Vide Stuck, Antiq. Conviy. lib. 3, 
Cap. 3. 
to ſeven and alſo to tight | That is, to 
many: a definice number, for an indefinite, 
x Sam. 2. 5. Job 5.19. Mic. 5, 5, So here- 
by is noted, large and cheerful. liberality to 
all in want, according to our abilities, We 
may not think we have done our duty, when 
we have been charitable to one or two per- 
ſons ; but we muſt diſperſe onr bounty, as 
ſeed that is ſown , and do good unto all men, 
according to their need and to -our condi- 
ton, cheerfully and inceſſantly. The neceſ- 
fitz.of a man may require it, when his perſon 
doth not deſerve it, Luk. 6. 30. 2 Cor. 9. 
5- 10, Gal..6. 10, Iſa. 23. 18, Proy, 
31.20, | 
for thou knoweſt not what evil ſba/l Le upon 
the earth | Embrace the preſent opportunity 
of doing good, thou canſt.not fore-ſee how 
ſoon thou mayft be deprived of at, fince thou 
knoweſt not what a day may bripg forth, 
Jam. 4. x4. Pcov. 27, 1, & 3. 27, 28.Luk, 
12, 20, 
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-12. 20, Haply thou mayſt dye, and leave thy 
wealth to thoſe who will ſhut up their bow= 
els againſt the poor ; however, what they do 
ſhall not be put on thy account, Thou art a 
Reward of thy eſtate,no longer than for thine 
own life ; and therefore be thine own Ex- 
ecutor, and conſider the wants of the poos 
at preſent, therefore let not thy Lounty be 
only farare. Haply "God may diſable thee 
another time, from doing 'that good which 
now he puts into thy hand, It 1s wiſdome 
todo Gods work in Gods time, Haply thou 
thy ſelt 'mayft fall into want, and land in 
need of belp from others , therefore make 
thee friends of Mammon before hand, Luk. 
16, 9. Pſ.37. 26. & 41.1,2,3,1 Tim, 6. 
18, 19, 

V. 3. 1f the clunds be full of rain, they 
empty themſelves mpon the earth: and if the 
tree fall towards the Somth, or towards the 
North, in the place where the tree falleth, 
there it ſha!) be ] He urgeth the duty of 
charity and bounty, by elegant /milirudes. 
Clouds that are full of moiſture, do not keep 
it to themſelves, but ſhed it forth in ſhowers 
on the earth, and on all kind of corn, and 
herbs for the benefit of many; whence they 
are called the bottles of heaven, Job. 38. 
37. and the chambers of the Lord : Pſ. 104. 


Q. 13. from 
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x3. from wnence he poureth down rain ac» 
cording to the vapour thereof, Job 36. 27, 
28. ſo ſhould rich men, Prov, 11,25. whom 
the Lord hath filled with his bleflings, as 
the Scripture uſeth to expreſs it, Deut. 33, 
23, Job 22. 18. Prov, 5. 10, Deut. 6, 11, 
Prov. 3O. g. Phil. 4. 12. 18. not keep 
Gods bleſſings to themſelves, but pour them 
forth upon thoſe that are empty. 

and if the tree fail, &c, | This ſome ap- 
ply unto death, as if we were thereby ware 
ned to do good while we may, becauſe death 
will at laſt cut us down, and deprive us of 
any further opportunity, Eccl. 9. 10. Joh. 
9. 4. and as death leaves us, judgement will 
find us, But it ſeemeth rather to denote 
the benefit of charity unto the authors there- 
of, that whereſoever their bounty and mercy 


3s placed;there it will be found again to thei} 


comfort ; they ſhall not go without their re- 
ward, as the tree on which fide ever it falls, 
it Will there be found,when the owner there- 
of inquireth after it, 


V. 4. He that obſerveth the wind, ſhall 
net ſow, and he that regardeth the clouds, 
ſhall not reap ] By theſe fimilitudes, he 
preventeth all thoſe preterices and objeQi- 
ons which carnal hearts are apt to make 


avainſt 
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againſt the preſent ſeaſon of doing good, ard 
are apt thereby,ro defer and put it off to ſome 
fitter time , when they ſhall have found out 
more fitting objes on which to place theix 


- bounty, We are very apt to frame excuſes 


againlt preſent duty, Hag. 1. 2. AQt, 24. 25, 
Prov. 3.27, 28, Here therefore the Wiſe 
man removeth theſe pretences , He that will 
by every wind be deterred from ſowing his 
ſeed, leſt it ſhould be blown away ; and 
by every cloud from reaping his corn, leſt the 
weather ſhould be unſeaſonable , ſhall never 
dv his buſineſs ; becauſe there will never 
be wanting ſome. diſcouragement or other ; 
ſo he that 1s ever framing carnal objeQions a- 
gainſt doing good, ſhall over-ſlip the ſeaſon, 
2nd never do his duty , nor receive his re- 
ward, We are to take notice of the preſent 
call of God unto any good work, and the pre- 
ſent opportunity he puts into our hands, and 
not delay ſervice upon the fear of future 
contingents , Which are not in our power, 
Matth, 6. 34. 

V. $. Ms thoa knoweſt not what is tbe 
way of the Spirit » nor how the bones do grow 
inthe womb of ber that is with Child : even 
ſo than kaoweſt nt the morks of G1d who ma- 
beth al ] By our ignorance of the works 
of Gods providence , he warneth us to be 
diligent in embracing every pre/ens oppor= 

2 tunity 
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tunity of doing gQ0d, and not to defer or de- 
lay duty , till haply the Lord will put us 4 
out of all capacity todoit. This ignorance 
he proveth a minori , If we.know not things 
more ordinary and familiar unto.us , Which 
happen every day , as the way of the ſpirit.) 
Symmachus rendreth it, of the wind, which 
way 1t comes and goes , - how it riſeth and 
Nackneth, Joh. 3. 8. Or how the ſou/ 
comes into the body , and quickneth it , (0 
the Septnagint , #S@+ 7% T1wud]&-; Or, 
bew the bones do grow , How the ſeveral parts 
of the body , skin , fleſh , finews, bones, 
ſome hard , ſome ſott, are all ſhaped out of 
the ſame ſeed, Pſal. 139. 13—16. Job 10, 
10—13. Muchleſs are we able to fore- 
ſee the works of 'Gods providence , which 
are far off and exceeding deep, Chap. 7. 24. 
Therefore fince we know not what ſhall be 
to morrow, how God may diſpoſe cf our life or 
our efſtate;how long he may continue unto ns 
opportunities of doing-good , we ought not 
to defer or put off duty from time to time, 
but while we have a preſent ſeaſon, to em- 
brace it, Chap. 9.10. Gal. 6. 10, 

V.6. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in, 
the evening nitheld not thy band : fer thou 
knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper , either this 
or that , or whether they beth ſhall be alike 
gord ] He inferreth from the former do- 
| | Erine 
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arine , of the uncertainty of future events 
an hortatory concluſion, to be doing good on 
all: occaſions , and to be affiduous and dili- 
Iigent in the work which God hath ſet ns to 
do, whether all our labour take effect or 
no.. The Lord being ſometimes pleaſed to 
fruſtrate mens endeavours , and to defer the 
ſucceſs they expected from'them; Firſt, to 
try them whether they would perſevere mn 
their calling :. and continae therein with God, 
though they had not alwayes alike incou- 
agement. *2, To teach them, that ſucceſ- 
ſes depend not upon the /aboars of man, but 
upon the #i// and free bleſſing of God. And 
he perfiſteth in his former Metaphor of ſow- 
ing ſeed ; meaning thereby , Firſt, an parti- 
cular works of charity and mercy to the poorz 
as verſ, 1——4. 2 Cor. 9.6. P{.112.9., Se- 
condly, In general, works of righteouſneſs 
12 our general or particular callings , Prov. 
IT, 18, Hof. 12. 10. Thereby teach- 
Ing us, that works of mercy and righteouſ- 
neſs do net- periſh , but will bring forth an 
harveſt of comfort, and great reward unto 
thoſe that abound in them, Gal.6. 8. 
ſow thy ſeed | Do thine ox» work, 11- 
tend thine oz calling ,- intermix not thy ſelt 
in things which belong not unto thee, 2Thef, 
3.10, 1 Theſſ. 4.11. Be liberal gf thine 
own Eltate, Ephel, 4- 25. | 


Q.3 bn 
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In the morning ſon and inthe even» 
ing withold net thine band , or let not thire 
hand reſt or give ovei, } Begin betimes, ard 
be not weary of well dowg , but continae 
unto the end, be alwayes doing of gocd, 
morring and evening,note the nho/e day from 
one end of it tothe other, Gen. 1. 5. Da, 
8, 14. Pſal, 104, 22, 25, So Solomon bids 
us , be in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long, Prov. 23.17. It is to be undeiftood 
of the morning and evening of a mans /ife, 
which ſhould be wholly conſecrated to God, 
Lam. 3. 27, Ecclef, 12.1. Pal, 92. 14. 
Mitth, 10.22, or of the morning and evenin 
of a mais proſperity z as ſoon as ever G4 
oiveth thee an eftate, begin ro do good with | 


3t, and be not weary of ſo doing , but con- 
tinue to the end. God requires our charity | 
go be ſet about on the firſt day of the week, 
x Cor. 16. 2. Gal. 6, 9,10. The night is 
ſhut ont of the time of working, or of daty, 
therefore while it is day , while we have life 
and opportunity , we muft ply our duties, 
Eccleſ. 9. 10. Joh, 9.4. 
for thou knoweft not whether ſhall proſper, 
or whether mill be 1ſt right , or conigruous, | 
the one or the other, &c.]. Thow maieſt 
juſtly expe& a bleſſing upon all , however, 
though the ſucceſs, as to men, be not alwaies 
proſperous ; ſometimes thy boanty is miſ- [ 
placed * 
| 
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placed upon thoſe that abuſe it , or return 
evil for good , yet with God , conflancy in 
well-doing will not miſs of its reward ; and 
by this largeneſs heart , thou maiſt unawares 
entertain Angels, and bring extraordinary 
bleſſings upon thy family , Matth, 10. 14, 
42, Heb. 13.2, 1 Reg.17.13 I6. 
V.7. Truly the light 1s ſweet, and a plea- 
ſant thing it is fer the exes to beho/d the Sun] 
By light, and beholding the Sun, we are to 
underſtand the time of this preſent life , as 
3s evidevt by what follows in the next 
yerſe; ſo Job 3. 20. & 33. 30. and withall, 
we may take in thoſe pleaſures and comforts 
thereof, which ſerve to render it more ſweet 
and contentfull. Some make it to be a tacit 
obje&ion, againſt that continual labour which 
he before preſcribed, Since life is ſhort, we 
ought to uſe all the wayes we can to render 
it pleaſant , and not weary ont our time and 
ſtrength in continual toyl ard labour, it is 
much more ſweet, to enyoy the light ard 
pleafires of life while ve may, 1 Cor, r5, 
32, Whereunto they make the words of the 
next verſe to be an anſwer ; That when death 
comes , the good we have done will remain 
with us , but all our pleaſures and delights 
will vaniſh into :nothing. Irtmay ſeem to 
relate unto the former verſe , as well as to 
that which follows ; ſow your ſeed in the 


Q_4 morning 
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mornine, and in the evening ,. ſo long as you 
have the light of the Sun to guide you, for this 
15 the chief comfort ard fwcetne(s of fe, to 
be doing 200d while we have time & oppor- 
tunity, becauſe the dayes of death and dark- 
neſs are coming, wherein we cannot wot k. 
But it ſeemeth rather tobe a Tranſition 
unto a new matter. In the former parts of 
this book, the Wiſe man had ſet forth the 
vanity of all outward things , and had pre- 
ſcribed many gracions and excellent means 
to-remedy the {ame , and to frame the heart 
of -man unto Trangquillity and peace. But | 
nov when by theſe precepts the life of mar 
here is rendred as full of comfort, and quiet- 
neſs , as anearthly condition is capable of, 
yet though his life be never ſo ſweet , there 
are great evils comng , Which will require 
much meditation and preparation of heart to 
fit a man for them 2 and there is a far /onger 
condition for the future , which will abide us 
aftec this life is gon2 ; neceſſary therefore it 
3s unto the compleating of that happineſs 
whereinto he had all this while inquired , to 
ſecure not only the comforts of this life, but 
the aflurance of a better , which is the buſt- 
neſs of Solomon in the remaining part of this 
Book , by a timely medit:tion of death and 
judgement , and by the fear of God , and 
keeping his commandments in our youth, 
to 


, 
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to arm us againſt the terror of futu:e evils, 
and co fit us tor that happineſs, which is the 
whole of man, and which will be throughly 
proportionable to. his largeſt deſires, -And 
ſo the meaning is this, It is true indeed, co 
enjoy the /ight of the Sun, and the comforts 
of this preſent life , is a very ſweet thing -: 
Senſually ſneet unto thoſe , who ace volup- 
tuoas ; S2lidly and ſabttantially ſweet unto 
thoſe , who by all the foregoing precepts, 
have gotten wiſdone to cure the vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit , which otherwiſe outward 
things are apt toprodace ; yet both the one 


and the othec muſt remember , that though 


life be ſweet under the Sun , yet it is not 
long, much leſs, perpetual, dayes of darkniſs 
are to come , therefore unto compleat hap- 
pineſs there is yet more to be done, and ſuch 
an eſtate to be ſecured, as may hear full 
proportion to the capacities of an immortal 
ſoal, and may make up tne hole of wan. 
Light is Sneet) Snweetne(s here is thit 
properly which is the 05je& of or Taſte, 


Jadg. 14. 18.Pcov, 24. 13. bat it 1s uſual : 


in the Scripture to attribute that which 1s 
p:op2r unto oC ſenſe, to another , as to ſee 


thander, Exod, 20. 18. to: ſee the ſmell £ 


a field, Gen. 27.27. Itis a broken and con- 


ciſe ſentence , unto which ſomething is to 


be added or underſtood , it is indeed [wee 


— 
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to fee the Sun ; life is pleaſant, but yet it is 
vanity, and will end in death, by the medita- 
tion whereof , we are to abate our inordinate 
love of the profits and pleaſures of ſo vaniſh- 
Ng a condition, 

V. 58. But if a man live many years, and 
rejoyce in them all , yet let him rewember the 
dayes of darkneſs, for they ſhall le many. All 
that cometh is V anity] Though it be a ſweet 
thing to enjoy life, and the comforts thereof, 
and though a man ſhould live long , and all 
that long life ſhonld have his full of worldly 
delights, yet the ferious meditation of death, 

-and the long abode we ſhall after all thoſe 
pleaſures have in the houſe of darkneſs, will 
ſufficiently demonſtrate the vanity of Tem. 
poral life, how Tong , or tiow proſperous (0- 
ever it have been, ſuch a life we find de- 
ſcribed, Job 21, 7 13, By dayes «ef 
darkneſs , are underſtood in oppoſition to 
lieht; and the ſeeing of the San, 1n the for» 
mer verſe , that ſpace of time wherein men 
ſhall lie in the duſt, Pal. 88. 12, 13, Pal, 

* 243.3. Eccleſ. 6. 4. Job. 10, 21, 
for they ſhall be many] This ſome apply 

to the firſt words of the verſe , though the 

dayes of life be many, yet let a man remem- 

, ber the dayes of darkneſs, and that will 

' Make him jadge all things which happen in 

this yyorld to be but yanity ; ve may like- 

wiſe 
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wiſe read the words thus; If a man live 
many years, let him rejoyce in them all, 
he is not debarred the comforts and contents 
of. thein , but let him withall temper and 
moderate the joyes of life ,with the medita- 
tion of death , and know that every thing 
which bapneth , that every man Which co- 
meth 1nto the world is vanity. 

V. 9. Kejoyce O young man in thy youth, 
and let thine heart cheer thee in the dayes of 
thy youth , and math is the mayes of thine 
heart , and in tbe ſight of thine eyes : But 
know thow , that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee into judgement. | Since all that co- 
meth is vanity , as well youth as age , both 
which he ſhewveth here and in the next 
Chapter : And fince the dayes of life and 
jollity here, how Tong ſoever, are very ſhort 
and inconfiderable, in compariſon of the 
dayes of darkneſs whick follow after them, 
he therefore perſnadeth thoſe who are moſt 
ſubje& to be tranſported with the pleaſures 
of life , to remember dearh and judgement, 
and thereby to reſtrain their inordinate de- 
fires, A young Epicure , who 1s {cornfull 
and impatient of ſuch cooling and chill do- 
Arines as thoſe of death: and judgement, 
might be apt to ſay ; if the 4 ayes of darkneſs 
be ſo many; let us not make them more then 
they are by denying out ſelyes the Rum 

® 
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of light, bat let us freely indulge to our 
ſelves all our delights , and live to the length 
of our defires, 1 Cor. 15. 32, whereunto 
Solomon anſivereth in theſe words, 1, By 
way of Conceſſion, 2. By Way of ſad and ſe» 
vere premonition, The Conceſſion (cine 
would have to be real and ferious, as if he 
had ſaid, I would not diſcourage thee from the 
uſe of Iawfull pleaſures , nor debar thee ſuch 
contents as the flover of thine age do call for: 
only I would have thee carefull not to ex- 
ceed the bounds of temperance and mode- 
zation , but by the vanity of things preſent, 
and certainty of future judgement, to com. 
poſe thy mind to ſobriety in enjoying , and 
to 2 reacine(s to depart from theſe vain de- 
lights, as Gal. 5. 13, x Pet, 2. 16. enjoy 
pleaſures, but be not drowned in them ; uſe 
honeſt delights, but be not a flave unto them: 
Thou ſeeſt that all here is Vanity , that the 
faſhion of this world , the power, wealth, 
honour, pleaſures, ftrengrh, health, beauties 


thereof,all vaniſh and paſs away, & that all of | 


us muſt be brought before Gods tribunal, and 


all our aCtion$ undergo a ſevere tryal : there- ' 


tore let it be thy chiefeſt care to provide for 
that account, - But the place is much more 
Emphatical, if we underſtand the Conceſ- 
hon'7renicalty , as 1 Reg. 18. 27, & 22,15, 
Ezek, 28, 3, 4. Matth, 26, 45, Since thou 

; art 
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art wilfull and ſcornfull , take thy courſe, 
Rejo;ce in thy youth ; or, becauſe thou art 
young, (trovg, healthtull, and thy bones full 
of marcow, Job 21. 23, 24, 

And let thine heart cheer thee | Symma- 
chus, #y «24-96 #5 Let it be Wholly in good, 
or 1n delights, 

ani walk in the wayes of thy heart, and in 
the ſight of thine eyes } Do what thou plea- 
ſeft, let thy wariton and wandring. eye en- 
flame the luſts of thy heart , and let thy ſen- 
ſual heart give law to thy whole man , deny 
not thy ſelf any thing which heart can wiſh, 
or eye look on, Numb. 15, 39. 1 Joh. 2.16. 
2 Pet. 2.14. & 3, 3, Ezek. 23. 16, Jſh. 
7.21. Jer. 18.12, Pal. 81. 12, Job.21.7. 
Thus ſharply doth the Lord deride the pride 
and folly of young men in their career of Luſt 
and Vanity', and as it were give them over 
to their own hearts defires, Prov, 1. 24— 
28, Rom. 1.28, 

But know thou] Though thou Endeavour 
to blind; thine- ova eyes with ſenſual de- 
lights , to:ſmother thy conſcience;, and to 
baffle thoſe prmciples of fear and reſtraint 
which: God hath planted in thee; Though 
thou wouldft not-ſee , yetehou ſhalt ſee and 
know to thy coſt, Ha..26; 11, r Reg. 22, 
25, 2 Pet. 3.9. | 

thay for All theſe things] For all the fans, 

vanities, 


372 
yanities, and exceſſes of thy youth , for all 
thoſe things which are noiv ſo gratefull tv 
thy ſenſes, though they pleaſe thine eye, 
they will gnaw and ſting thy conſcience, 
Job. x3, 26. Pſal. 25. 7. God, whoſe Word 
and fear thou now deſpiſeſt, from-whoſe eye 
thou canſt not hide thy fins, from whoſe 
Tribunal thou canſt not withd:aw thy con- 
ſcience ; will bring thee | Perforce whe- 
ther thou wilt or no, when thou ſhalt in 
yain call to Mountains and Rocks to hide 
thee, Rev. 6, 16. Luk, 23. 39, 

into judgement ] The Jodgement of the 
great day, Jade verſ, 6. called the 7errour 
of the Lord, 2 Cor. 5,10. AQ, 17. 30. the 
confideration whereof! ſhould avate the heat 
of luſt , and cauſe the neart of young men to 
tremble at the wrath to come, 
 — V. 16. Therefore - remove ſorrow from 

thine heart, and pit away evil from thy fleſh: 

for childhood and youth are vanity | This is 
not to be underſtood Ironically, as the for- 
mer-words of the verſe foregoing, nor'in that 
ſenſe ; but ſeriouſly, as a ſeaſonable precept 
unto young men,who are,of all other men,by 
reaſon of the heat of their blood, ſubje& unto 
paſſone, ;' and wROp/eaſmres; the one ſeat- 
ed inthe heart, thedcher in the fle/Þ?, from 
both which, he doth here forewarn them, 

Remove - ſorrow, Or anger and indignation 
from 
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from thine beart | If we read it ſorrow, then 
hereby 1s meant all thoſe finfull pleaſures 
which though the deceirfull heart look on as 
matter of joy, yet will certainly fill the heart 
with ſorrow at the laft , Prov, 14.13. If 
Anger , Or Indignation , then the meaning 
is, that he ſhould reſtrain all Inordinate paſ- 
fions and perturbations of mind , eſpecully 
take heed of ſwelling or ſtorming at the will 
and wayes of God , or at any ſerious advice 
minding him thereof, James 1.19, Job 6.24, 

and put anay evil, finfull laſts , from thy 
fleſp] From thy bodily members , *Rom, 6. 
3.3 Cor. 6. 15. 2 Cor, 7. 1, 1 Fe JT 
2 Tim, 2.22, and ſo ſome anderftand the 
word f-/h, in the ſenſe as it is uſed, Ezek, 
16. 26, & 23. 20, 2 Pet, 2, 10, Jude 
verl. 23, 

for childhood and yorth are vanity. | The 
reaſon of this advice, drawn from the vaniſh- 
ing condition of yoath, and tne pleaſures 
thereof ; Youth is but as the Aurora or early 
moraing of a day quickly gone, from thence 
to noon, and from noon to night , therefore 
care ſhould be uſed to ſpend it 1n ſuch a 
manner,as that we may havean abiding fruit, 
and pleaſure which will not vaniſh with the 
years hich were conſumed in the purſuance 


of it, 
CHAP. 
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CHAP, XII. 


p* this Chapter the Wiſe man proceedeth 
to demonſtrate this: Vanity. of youth and 
old age, which quickly run into Death, And 
then concludeth the whole Book. | 
He had hefore by a Emphatical Ironie, 
deterred Young men from thoſe inordinate 
paſſions , and ſenſual pleaſures , which that 
ſlippery age is moſt ſubje& unto , and that 
by the Confideration of that dreadfull ac- 
count which in the laſt Judgement God will 
require of them. And becauſe that age of 
of all other is moſt apt to put the evil day far 
from them, aud to look on Death and Judge» 
ment as ata great diſtance, (as evil men uſe 
to do, Ezek. 13.27. 2 Pet. 3.3, 4. Amos 
6. 3.) therefore he doth by a Prolepſs pre- 
yent that ſhifr, Young men might be apt 
toſay, the things you preſs us unto are good, 
but we ſhall havetime enough before Judge- 
ment come , to think of them, old age will _ 
be a fit ſeaſon to draw off from the world, 
and to draw nigh to God, Solomon here 
perſwades from ſo dangerous a Reſolution, 
ſhewiog the neceſſity of ſeeking and (ecving 
God in our youth , 10 regard old aze will be 
very uofit to begin ſo great a work in. 


Whereupon he (heweth, 1, The you 
0 
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of Old age, ſetting it forth by a large and an 


elegant Allegory, and by ather expreſſions; 


Verſ.3 6. 

2. Heprefſeth the ſame duty by another 
argument ; from the approach of death, 
which taketh away all means of Repentance 
and converſion, verſ. 7. And having thas 
by an InduQion of many particulats ſhewel 
the Vanity both of the Creatures here be- 
low, and of the Condition of man under the 
San, Who, were they never ſo excellent, 
could not long enjoy them , He doth con- 
clude the whole book, 1. With reſuming 
his firſt concluſion, verſ,8. 2, By vindica- 
ting the truth of his do&rine therein, and in 
other his Writings, by arguments; 1, From 
the Pen-man of them, His Piety, he was'a 
penitent Convert ; His wiſdome : His fide-= 
lity in teaching the people : His diligence, 
in ſeeking out choyce matter to teach them : 
His ſucceſs in compoſing many excellent 
and profitable Sentences for th2ir furthe- 
rance in Piety, Vertue, and Prudence, ver. 


9. 

2. Fromthe Quality of the doQtrine which 
he taught, which he commendeth, 1, Ab- 
ſolutely, and for it ſelf, in regard, >. Ofthe 
pleaſantneſs. 2. The uprightneſs, 3. The 


truth of it, verſ, 10, 4. The Efficacy of it, 


fet forth-by two fimilitudes of goads, and of 
malls, 
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nailes, 5. The Authority of it, IT. Inre- 
ecard of the office of thoſe who diſpence it, 
they are Maſters of the Aſſemblies. 2, In 
regard of the great Shepherd of the ſheep, by 
whoſe Spirit it was revealed, verſ.11. 

2. He commendeth it Comparatively, 
from the Vanity of all other tadies and 
learning without this , All other Books are 
made without end or number,and read with- 
out SatisfaFion or Content , by theſe a man 
may be admoniſhed , by others he can be 
onely wearted, verſ, 12, 


And having thus demonſtrated the Do- 
Arine he had in this book delivered, he clo- 
ſeth the whole with a moſt grave and ſolemn 
concluſion , containing, 'I. A ſummary 
abridgment of the means of perfe&t Happ1- 
neſs and Tranquility of mi::d, in two words, 
fear and obedience, fear ot God in the heart, 
as the root ; Obedience to his Will in the 
life, as the fruit of that holy fear, verſ.1 3, 

2, A ſtrong Motive thereunto drawn from 
the future Jadgment, upon which and that 
final ſentence of Adſolution or Condemna- 
tion then to be pronounced, the everlaſting 
Happineſs or Miſery of Man ftandeth, verſ. 
I4. He will bring every work to Jadgment, 
therefore keep by Commandement; : He will 
bring every ſecret thing to judgment, _ 

ore 
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fore fear bim , and ſanRifie him 1n your 
hearts, 


Vetſ. 1. Ememler now thy Creator in 
the dazes of thy youth, while 
the evil dayes come nit, nor the years draw 
nigh when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 bave no pleaſure 
inthem| Remember| We are naturally apt 
to forget God, and not toretain him in our 
knowledg, but to live as it were without 
him, Pſal.10.4,5. Epheſ,2,12, and this moſt 
of all,yhen Earthly and Senſual obje&s draw 
the heart with a ſtronger attration ; there- 
fore the Wiſe man having difſ.vaded yonrg 
men from youthful laſts, doth here exhort 
them as a neceſſary means thereunto, to Xx» 
member their Creator, To ſet the Lord al- 
wayes before their eyes, P(al.16,8, tobe m 
his fear all the day long, Prov, 23,17, To 
compoſe themſelves unto his ſervice, to keep 
11 memory, to hold faſt, to ponder, and fair 
up the thoughts of him, and defires towards 
h:m in their hearts, 1 Cor. 15.2, Tit, 1.9. 
Prov.4.4. Luke 8.15. Deut.11.18, Pal. 
119.11.Luke 2.51. This Remembrance um- 
ports love, defire, obedience, Yerba noti- 
tle connvtant aff em, Pſal.1 19.55» Iſfa,26. 
8, 9, 
We find Two Pſalms amongſt Davids, 
With-this Inſcription, To bring ro Remem= 
brance, 


' 
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brance, fo careful was he not to forget the 
dealings of God with him, Pſal.38.1, & 70, 
I, tor this purpoſe were Sacrawents luſtitge 
ted, Exo0d.12.42. 1 Cor.11.24. Fea/tivals 
orcained to keep alive th? memory of mer- 
cies, Eſth. 9g. 27,28. Srones and 1onu- 
w2nts erefted for the remembring of Gods 
goodnefle, Joſh. 4.6,7. the Laiv wr tten on 
door-p:ſts, fringes, frontl/ets, to be kept ever 
10 mind, Deut.6, 7, 8,9. for this purpoſe 
God hath appointed his Ordinances, and 
e1ven his Spirit to his Church, to pat them 
in remembrance, 2 Pet.r.12, x Tim, 4.6, 
Joh. 14.26. 

thy Creator} This word includeth many 
reaſons, why God ought to. be. remembred 


. and ſerved by us. 


I. He made #1, and not we our ſelves,and 
we owe our ſervice to him from. whom we 
receive our Being, Pſal, 100.2,3; Remem- 
ber he made all things for bim/e/f, we are of 
him, therefore we maſt livers him, Piov,1s." 
4, 114.43.2I1. Rom.11.36. & 14.7,8. 

2, He madeus after hi; own Image, to 
know him, and to have ſpecial intereſt in 
him, and acquaintance with him ; and be- 
ing made like him, we are the more obliged 
unto his ſervice, Eph.4.2 3,24. 

3. By that Power whiah created us, we 
are continually preſerved ; if he withdraw 
it, 
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it, we preſently periſh, /n him xe live, and 
muveand bave our being. The more vigour 
and ſtrength we have, the more fenfible we 
ſhould be of that Divine ſupportance, which 
continueth It nnto us, Aft, 17, 27——39., 
P/al.r04.2 8,29. 

4. He who hath power to create, hath 
power to deſtroy; and he will ſhew the ſame 
Almighty power, in deſtroying thoſe, who 
live not ſuteably to the ends of their Creati- 
on, I Sam,2.6,8. 2 Theſſ.1.9. This creating 
power of God, ſhould teach us to fear him, 
Jer.5.22. 

in the dayes of thy youth] The choiceft 
time of thy life, Lam. 3. 29. Prov. 22. 6. 
2 Chron,34.1,2,3. 2 Tim.3.15. Pſal.119. 
9. therefore God required, that the firf ripe 
fraits ſhould be dedicated unto him, Exod. 
23.19. and the fi-# born, Ex0d,22.29, And 
his ſacrifices he would have to be young, 
'Exod. 12, 5, & 29. 1. Lev, 4. 3, We enjoy 
mercies in our youth,therefore we ſhould do 
duty in our youth , we expe&t eternal life 
from God, therefore we ſhould not withdraw 
any part of our temporal life from him. He 
requireth to be ſerved with all our ſtrength, 
therefore we may not put him oF till our 
ftrergth is gone. 

Lefore the evil dayes come. | If yo 

wut 
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wilt have God to pity and h2lp thee in thy 
evil dayes, thou muſt ſerve him in thy good 
dayes. Thedayes of old age, are called evi/ 
dayes, etas mala, in Plautus, becauſe they 
bring many pains and troubles along with 
them : vite byes, the Wanter of our life, as 
Solon called it, naw res p/urimasy peſſimas 
cam advenit affert, As the dayes of youth 
are called, etas bona, in Cicero, and atas 
oy” in Seneca ; Becauſe then nature 1s 

rong and yigorous, and doth moſt fully en- 
Joy it ſelf. Thine old age will bring evils 
enough of its own, Donot thou bring upon 
it the bitterneſs and burden of all thy youth- 
ful folliesz repentance is a hard work,when {| 
thy ſins are fewer, and thy Rtrength greater : + 
When infirmities bend” thy back, do not } 
keep thine iniquities to break it, Since the 
dayes of old age will be evil dayes, Lay up 
as many graces as thou canſt to ſweeten it, 
as many comforts as thou canſt to ſtrengthen 
thine heart againſt the evils of it, Gather, 
in Summer, againſt ſach a Winter as- this, 
Prov. 10.5, That old age may not be to thee 
an evil age, but as it was to Abraham, a good 
old age, Gen.25.8. 

And the years wherein thou ſhalt ſay, 1 
bave no pleaſure inthew| This ſeems to be 
acded, as an aggravation of the evil of thoſe 
evil 
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evil dayes, that if they be lengthened into 
gears, yet all that while a man can finde no 
matter of pleaſure or content, whole years 
together ſhall be full of wearineſs and ſor- 
row. So Job complains of the length of his 
miſery, that he poflefſed moneths of vanity, 
Job 7.3. and Ezekiah, Iſai.z8.12,13,15. 
The very ſtrength of the years of an old man, 
iS all labour and ſorrow, Pſal.go.10. 


V. 2. H#hile the Sun, or the light, or the 
Moon, or the Stars be not darkned : nor-tbe 
clouds return after the rain Theſe words may 
be underſtood either Lireral/y, or Allegori- 
cally, as thoſe that follow. Literally, the 
meaning is, That unto old men, by reaſon 
of the decay of their ſenſes, even the lighteſt 
bodies ſeem to be darkned , they look upon 
the Sun at noon through the clouds and 
ſcales which are over their own eyes, And 
whereas it is a pleaſant thing to behold the 
Sun, Chap.11,7. this ſhall miniſter no de- 
lightat all unto them : Light is little worth 
unto a man that isin miſery, Job 3. 20, 23. 
Allegericslly, Tt is by ſome underſtood fo, 
as that the Sun, Moon, Stars, Light, may re- 
fer unto ſume parts in man, (ignified there- 
by z (as the other parts of the Allegory en- 
ſung do) aid thus : Firſt, the Chaldee Pa- 
raphrale referreth it unto the face, and eyes ; 

Before 
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Betore the glory and beauty of thy face be 
changed , aid the light of thine eyes be 
darkned, and the comelinefs of thy cheeks 
be abated, and the Apples of thine eyes, the 
Stars of thy countenance be extinguiſhed , 
and thine eye-lids drop down tears, as 
Clouds after rain, Secondly, others under- 
Naird it of the weaknivg of the inward vigour 
of the Soul, and rational faculties ; Under- 
Randing, Perſpicacy, Memory, Judgment, 
- Fancy ; all which in the nature ot man, an- 
-ſwer to the coeleſtial Lights, Others, by 
-Sun, Moon, Starrs, and Light, underſtand 
the various ſorts and degrees of pro/perity 
and joy » Which men meet with 4n their 
younger years : and ſo the ſenſe to be, Re+ 
member thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, 
before thoſe evil dayes come ; Wherein all 
thy light ſhall be turned into darkneſſe, all 
thy proſperity into ſorrow , before greates 
and leſſer comforts-do all fail thee, and thy 
dayes and nights be full of trouble and dark- 
neſs, one calamity (like ftorms in the Win- 
ter) coming upon the neck of another. Prs- 
ſperity is uſually in Scripture compared unto 
the Sun, and to light, Judg.5. 3t. 2 Sam. 
23.4. and in greater proſperity, then uſual 
the light of the Moon is ſaid to be as the 
light of the Sun, and the light of the Sun ſe- 
yen fold, Iſai, 30,26, & 60, 20, And 6 
( 
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the other fide, when great afliftions, ſach 
as (walloiv up all former joy and content- 
ments, come upon a man ; the Scripture ex- 
preſlſeth it by the obſcurity, blackneſs, and 
falling of the Sun, Moon and Stars, Ifa. 13. 
9,10,I1, & 24.20—23.& 34.34. Jer.q. 
23,24. & 15,9. Ezek.32.7,8. Joel 2. 10. 
& 3.15. Amos 8. 9, Matth, 24. 29. And 
this ſenſe ſeemeth moſt genuine, as expreſ- 
fing the reaſon, why the days of old age are 
evildays, and years wherein a man hath no 
pleaſure, becauſe,both day and night, the life 
of ſuch a man is full of darkneffe and trouble. 


" Therefore mention is made of S«nnc, and of 


Moon and Starr;,to note the inceſſant pains, 
aches, troubles, weakneſſes which this age is 
alifted with, Job. 7. 4,13, 14, 18, 19. 


T Pal, 32.4. 


nor the clouds return after rain This like- 
wiſe may be- underſtood generally of the 
troubles of old age; in the former ſenſe, to 
nore the continual retarns of them day and 
nigi. A proverbial ſpeech, expreſſing the 
conſtant ſuccefſion of ore grief, pain;difeaſe, 
calamity,afrer another ; as when the Wether 
is{etin torain, one cloud is no ſooner blown 
over, but another ucceeds and brings more 
fan. Felut unda ſupervenit unde. Others, 
underftand it of the Catarrhs, and defluxions, 
which by reaſon of natural weakneſſe, and 
Want 
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want of heat to concodt them, do ſill aſcend 
from the Nomack to the head, and from 
thence fall down upon the breaſt and lungs. , 
ſo that the head is ever rainy , never 
ſerene, 

The former ſenſe ſeems moſt pertinent, 
becauſe in this verſe, is a general deſcription 
of the miſeries of old age, the particular ſpe- 


cification whereof follows in the ret, For. 


as Uſurers, before the whole debt is paid, do 
fetch away ſome good parts, of it for the loan; 
ſo before the . debt of death--be. paid by 
the whole body, Old age. dath by little and 
little take away ſometimes one Senſe, ſome- 
times another , this . year one Limb ; the 
next another ; and cauſeth.a man,as it were, 
to dye dajly, © No Sun can diſpel the clouds 
and forrowes of old age, but Chriſt, who 1s 
the -Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the bright 
Morning Star, Mal.4.2,Prov.q.1 3, Rev.22. 
_ 

V.3. .1n the day when the keepers of the 
bouſe ſhall trewsble, and the ftirong men ſpall 
bow themſelves, and the prinder: ceaſes. bt- 
cauſe they are few, and hf e that look ont of 
the windows [hall be darkned] The Body 1s 
Hee compared ro an How/e, or Caftle, (0 
elſewhere called, Job. 4. 19, 2 Cor, 5. 1. 
wh..hh hn Watowen and Keepers, tO pre- 

. 1.0m being broken open, By theſe, 
ſome 
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ſom2 underſtand the owrward Senſes, Which 
obſeive any danger approaching, and give 
timely notice of 1t to. have it prevented, 
Others, the inward Facu/ties of Memory, 
Wiſdome, Providence, which take ſpeciall 
care of th: common ſafety: Others,and the 
moſt, The Hands and Arms, which are the 
principal inſtruments, which the Body uſeth 
1n repelling any evilfrom it. Others, un=- 
derſtand- the Ribs, Whereby the vital parts 
are fenced aid hedged in, that dariger may 
not eaſily come near th2m: As the exprefſion 
8, Job 10,11, Though the Verb, Tremble, 
ſeem to carry the ſenſe chiefly unto the 
Hand; and Arms, which are more ſubje& 
unto palfies,and ſhakings ; yet it is not amiſs 


' to take in many of the other : The Head,the 


ſeat of the Senſes, as the Watchman; the 
Armas the Souldiers4n a Caftle, the Rib, 
as the Walls and Works which ſerve to de- 
fend it ; All which are much ſhaken and 
weakned in old age. 

and the ftrong men ſhall bow themſelves | 
The Leggs and Thighs, which were wont to - 
carry the body apright, ſhall now falter and 
ſhrink under their weight, and buckſe for 
feebleneſs, Iſai. 35.3. Or, the Back, which 
is the ſtrongeſt part of the budy for bear- 
ins burdens, ſhall bow aud ftoop evnde; 
R 2 
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its own weight, Symmachus rendreth ir, 
Hagdepear, (hall periſh, or be corupted ; 
the Septuagint, NaFpapoor, ſhall be per- 
verted, ſhall, as it were, ttip up and fup- 
plant one the other with crooked and unftea- 
dy motion. The old Wife in the Comedian, 
excuſed her ſlow and faltering pace, becauſe 
ſhe carried a very heavy burden, the weight 
of ſeventy four years, Cajetan uaderſtand- 
eth it /itera//y, when the ftrongeſt men that 
are do fail, and toop through weakneſs. 

and the prinders ceaſe becauſe they are 
fea] Demes melares, the great jaw-tceth, 
wherewith we grinde our meat, ſhall ceaſe 
and be unable to work, becauſe they are di- 


winiſhed and made few, or becauſe they ds 


diminiſh their grinding, being fluggiſh and 
dull, both for want of trength inthemfelves, 
and of appetite in the ſtomach. 

and thoſe that look out of the windows ſhall 
be darkned | The Vulgar , per foramina, 
through the holes; as Zach. 14.12. It is elſe- 
where readred , Windows, 2 Reg. 7, 19. 
Iſai. 60.8, Gen.8.2, So it is underſtood of 
the dimneſ'; of the eyes in old men, Gen.27. 
1.& 48.10, Solon Glaſſins 11 his Rie- 
rorica Sacra 1 by Wwindowes underftandeth 
Spettacles, Which for weakneſs of fight, aged 
menareneceſlitated to uſe : Cajeran pply- 

et 
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ethit tO #l/cbe Senſes; and by foramina, 
underftandeth ths holes of the Ears, Noſe, 
Mouth, as well as of the Eyes. All theſe 
for want of vital ſpirits, being blanted and 
dulled in their exerciſe. But the words 


[ looking out | and [darkned | plainly limit the 


meaning unto the fpbr onely, which through 
the want of ſpirits, dryneſs, and ineptitude of 
the Organes, hardneſs 'of the membranes, 
defluxion of hamours, and other inconveni=- 
ences, is mach weakned in aged men. So 
that it is noted as a ſtrange thing in Moſes, 
that when he was a hundred and twenty 
years old his eye was not dim, nor his natu- 
ral force abated, Deut. 34.7. and the like 
weread of Caleb, Joſh.14.10,11. 

By theſe Infirmities,ve ſhould be raughe, 
in our younger years, to provide and lay in 
comforts againſt them, and not to truſt in the 
Rrength of our own Arms, which are ſo eafi- 
ly broken, but to make the Lord our Arm, 
and his Right hand our Keeper, whoſe Arms 
are everlaſting, Iſa. 33.2, Deut. 33.27, Pſal. 
121, 5, Nottoreft upen our own bottom, 
nor ſtay onely upon our own ſtrength, -by 
which no man ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 1 Sam. 
2.9. but to make the Lord our Ray and ſup- 
port, in whom there is everlaſting ftrength : 
He is eyes to the blind,and' feet to the lame, 
he giveth power to the faint, and to them 

R 3 that 
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that have no might, he increaſeth Arength, 


Pſal.18.158, Ifa1.26.4. & 40.29, & 41.10. | 


Pal.145.14. 
V. 4. And the doors ſhall be ſhut in thi 


ffreets, when the ſaund of tte grinding # low, 
and be ſhall riſe up at the woice of the bird, 
and all the daughters of mufick ſhall tt 
brought low-] Vainous interpretations are gi- 
ven of theſe particulars.Some underſtand the 
firſt clauſe, lirera/!y, The doors of the houſe, 
- by which he was wont to go into the ſtreets, 
to viſit his friends, to walk up and down 
about his buſineſs, ſhall be now ſhut up, He 
ſhall, by reaſon of his many infirmiries, keep 
within doors, and abRain from. all publick 
meetings, wherein, in his younger years, he 
was wont greatly to delight.. Otheis, refet 
it 4//eg"rically to the Body, here com ared 
to an Houſe, the doors whereof towards the 
ſtreet, are, in old age, ſhut up, and made 
ufeleſs. Whereby many things are under- 
Nood, Firſt, The z#s Lips, which are the 


doors of the mouth outwardly, Pſal.1 42.3. þ 


The word is in the dual number. Or, 'The 
Month, which is - — of the heart :- This 
may be applyed, both unto eating, and unto 
ſ, YT Ck the Deſ opbaguy,and t e Arteril, 
the paſlages for the meat to'20 down to the 
Nomach , and for the breath to go to the 
| lungs, 
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langs, called f/?u/a cibaria, and fiſtnla ſpi- 
ritalis. Thele pipes are haply here compa- 
red unto the ſtreet, or paſſage down mto ſe- 
yeral parts within the body,which have'doors 
or covers, that open one way, and ſhut an- 
other way when we eat and-drink, that ous 
food may go right to the ſtomach, and not 
awvav to the lungs. Theſe doors in old age 
are, through weakneſs,” ſhut up, and as it 
were off from cheir hinges; do not ſo pliant- 
ly and teadily do their proper ofhce, as they 
were wont to do, - Wherce difficulty of 
ſwalloiving,and difficulty of ſpeaking ; unto 
which two, moſt of the interpretations of 
this place may be referred,” Some by theſe 
two d:.rs, nderftand the Eye-/ids , when 
they are weak, a1:d hahg doivn over the eyes. 
Others, Al! the Senſes, which are the out- 
ward doors, by which objeQs enter, and are 
admitted to the Sol, . All which, in old 
age; are ſo weakned, and uinuſeful, that they 
do very little ſervice, 

The next Clauſe, ſeems moſt to favour 
that ſenſe, which, by Dsors, underſtands the 
paſſzges of the meat down into the ſtomach, 
and of tk« voice from the lungs, unto both 
which uſes, the Teeth are greatly ſubſer- 
vient, 

when the ſound of the grinding is low] This 
ſome apply unto Hearing, When that growe 

R 4 weak.s 


Ugo 
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weak, Othets, unto the Conco@ion of the 
flomach, when that is decayed : but the moſt 
provable interpretation,is that which applies 
it tothe Teeth, which being few, and weak, 
cannot readily cruſh and break harder meats, 
and ſo make a lefler ſound in eatirg, then 
young men do; frangendus miſero gingrua 
panis inermi, When the Teeth are gone, 
the lips are. cempreſſed , the mouth falls 
down, the organs of feeding and ſpeaking 
a:e mach diſabbed. They who take the for- 
me: clauſes literally, joyn the ſenſes thus to- 
gether, Old men flay within doores, and 
walk little abroad, becauſe the weakneſs of 
their appetite and digeſtion doth cauſe them 
to eat little, whereby their Rrength is mach 


abated, neither do they for this reaſon care; F 


to 20 to feaſts, or merry meetings, all deſires 
and delights being in them wholly decayed 
and broken. 
and he ſhall riſe up at the voice of the bird] 
At the chirping or ſinging of any little bird] 
An —_ of the little ſleep which old 
men have, by reaſon of the coldneſs of the 
Romach, and difficulty of ConcoRtion, ſend- 
ing up fewer vapours to the brain, or leſſe 
beniene, ſo that they are eafily awakened 
with every little noiſe, It may alſo be un- 
.- Cderſiocd of: his wearineſs to lye long in his 
bed, by reaſon of leannefle and aches, ſo = 
c 
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he is willing toriſe as early as the birds leave 
their nelis. 

and all the danghters of muſick. ſhall be 
brought lon,] By danghters of muſick, We 
may underſtand, Firſt, Some organs of the 
body tending unto muſick, either to ſing our 
ſelves, as the arterie for ſpeaking,thoſe fibr4 
vocales Which are bended and inflefted in 
finging , or the ear which judgeth.of ſounds, 
as the palate of meats, when we hear others 
fing - or ſecondly, All kind of wxu/ica! con- 
ſort and harmony, vocal or inſtrumental, 
which young men oreatly delight-in, as So- 
lomon did, Eccl. 2, 8. but to- old men are 
litcle delightful, they can'neithes Gng them- 
ſelves, nor are greatly pleafediwith tbe [mu- 
ſick of others, 2 Sam. 19. 34, 35, By theſe 
defeRts we are inflrued in the daies of our 
youth, to open all the doors of onr heart to 
let Chriſt in, that in old age be may be with 
us, and when' our appetite faileth us, he may 
ſup with us, Rev. 3. 20; and When:our 
faileth us, he may give us ret, and whenall. , 
other delights are wor; out, a good; conſer- 
ence may be a continual feaſt, Proy,15,.15, 
and may give ſongs in the night,” Job 35.10, 
Eph,5. I9, ; noe 


V. $5. Alſo when they hat! te afraidof 
that which js High, oe fears ſhall be im''the 
5 


ww. FJ 
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way, and the Almond=tree ſhall flouriſh, ard 
the graſhopper ſhall be a burden, and deſire 
ſhall fail ; becauſe man goeth to his long homey 
and the mourners go about the ſtreets. | Theſe 
are farther degrees of the infirmities of old 
age when it grows now more decrepit, and 
neer unto the grave. | 

Alſos when they ſhall be afraid of that | 
which is High ] Either to go up to avy high 
place, for fear of wearineſs,or want of breath, 
or giddineſs of brain,or diſability to hold out, 
or danger of falling from it ; or leſt any thirg 
that js over them ſhculd fall down upoa them 
and hurt them, 

and fears ſhall be in the way | They ſhall 
go ſlowly and timorouſly, left they Rumble 
at every ſtone or little bunch that is before 
them, leſt they be thruſt, and bruized by any | 
that paſs by them, leſt wearineſs, fickneſs, 
or ſome other infirmity come upon them, and | 
hinder them in "a" nn leſt any thing 
run againft them, and caſt them down, no | 
way 18 ſo fmooth and eafie, wherein there 
will not be ſomething to afright them. 

and the Almond-tree ſhall flearifh, \ This 
ſome take /itera/ly, when the Almond flou- 
riſheth, in the beginning of the ſpring, when 
the graſhopper is fat in the middle of the * 
£xwmwer, then ſhall the defires and deligtts 
( which in thoſe ſeaſons young men were 

wont ' 
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wont 10 take) fail them, they ſhall ind ns 
pleaſure in the moſt beautiful ſeaſons of the 
year. And ſo they make the ſpring to be de- 
ſcribed by the lowring of the Almond-tree, 
which doth firſt bring forth bloſſoms, Jer. 2, 
11, and the Summer, by the fatneſs of the 
oraſhopper, Which then is moſt buſie, Others 
underſiand it of Averſation from ſenſual de- 
fires, and from pleaſant fruits, as we find in 
Vatablus and Caietan,: Omni Cibas ſnavis 
reprobabitnr : flocci faciet coitums 0b multam 
debilitatews. Bat he ſeemeth to carry on the 
Allegory, and to compare the ſpezd which 
old age makes to overtake a man, unto the 
Almond-tree, Which thruſts out her bloſſoms 
before any other tree. And as the flowers of 
the Almond are evident fore-runners of ap- 
proaching Summer, ſo is old age of deach, 
The moſt agreed + ſenſe 1s, of Gray bairs, 
which are here compared to the white flow= 
ers of an Almond-tree, and are called flores 
Cemiterii. SO AtUX&73%; xd og 1N Sophocles, 
a 'vhite hoary head, 


and the graſhopper ſhall be a burthea] Thz 
lighteſt hop of {o little a creature ſhall be 
burthenſome to him, he is impatient of any 
the ſmalleſt weight. Allegoricaily may be 
u nderſaod, either the bowing down - * 
ac 
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b:ck, and the ſticking ont of the vertebre 
and bones thereof, which ſhall be a heavy 
weight unto him;. Or, the /eg;s Which in a 
yourg man were as nimble as the legs of a 
graſhopper, ſhall now be heavy and ſwell'd 
with gowts and evil humours, ſo the Chaldee 
Paraphraſe, the former ſenſe 1s moſt gene- 
ral. 


And Defire ſhall fail] The Deſires of 
meat, drink, marriage, other pleaſures, 
whatever is delightful to the eyes, ears, pa- 
tate, other ſenſes, ſhall all fail: A man ſhall 
abhor thoſe things which in youth his nature 
did greatly incline unto.Symmachus rendreth 
$12av35, fhall be diffolved, ſo ſome nnder- 
Nand it of the matual Confederation be- 
tween the ſoul and the body which will be 
toofned and broken. The Septuagint read 
it, $1404} 1 x&Traws ; Which word the 
Valgar Latin retainerh, berg a ſhrub,whoſe 
fruit, Gafen ſaith, is good for a weak appe- 
tite ; and Avicen, ad irritandam F enerem : 
conſonant whereunto is the Chaldee Para- 
Fhraſe. Athenzus numvreth Cappars. a- 
mc-12ft other hot and ſalacious herbs: 


Becanſe man goeth to bis long home ] 4d 
Dom m Mundi ſti, bis enivs mundus non et | 


[uni 
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ſuns, -S0 Caietan wittily, though imperti- 
nently, Domns Secnli, The Ling Home 1s 
the Grave, whence men are never more to 
return into this world any more, It is called 
a mans ovn and proper houſe, Iſa. 14. 18. 
They promiſe themſelyes Houſes for 'ever 
here, PC. 49. 12, but they have no abiding 
home but in the grave, Job 7.10, The bo- 
dy is downs pernoftavionis, but ' the Grave 
Downs eternitatis. © tas 4 


and the monrners go about the freets. | 
Accompany the Herſe unto the Grave, Jer. 
9. 17. Or his friends that viſit him, go from 
him mourning, and expe@ing his funergt. 
So we read of wailing in all Streets, Amos, 
5, 16. Thoſe bired mowraers Who With mu- 
fick were wont to praiſe the party deceaſed, 
(wherennto alludeth the Evangeliſt; Matth. 
9.23.) we read of in Varro, lib. 6. delin- 
gu2 latin, vid. Scalig. ib. 


Now from theſe Infirmities we may be 
ialtru&ed to take care, that amidſt our own 
fears we may be gurrded by Angels, and led 
1 our way, and upheld by the Lords right 
hand, who bath promiſed to give his Angels 
« charge ta keep #5 in our waies, an4to make 
his way p/ajn defore our eyes, that we _ 

ayV- 
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have plain paths for our feet to walk in, and 
every high thing may be taken down, Pſ, 34. 
7. Gen. 48. 16. Pf. 91, 11, Pf, 37. 24. 
Prov. 15. 19. Þſ, 27. 11, Pf. 5.8, Heb. 12. 
13. 1fa, 40. 4. Luke 3.4, 5, 6.2 Cor. 10. 
5. tobe trees of Righteouſneſs, and then we 
thall bring forth fruit, and floariſh in old ages 
Pſ. 92. 12,13, 14.. When we can bear no 
burthen our ſelves, If the Lord be ours, we 
may caft all our burthzns on him who careth 
for us, and will ſuſtain us, PC. 55. 22. And 
when 4// other deſires fail, Let us labour to 
be in ſuch a. preparation for death, as that we 
may ſay with Old Simeon, Lord now /etteſt 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace ; and with 
Paul,] Jefire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 
which js beſt of all, Phil. 1.23, And fince 
the grave is our /onge/# home, let our greateſt 
care be to have thac a Houſe of Reſt and of 
Hope unto us; Chriſt by his lying in it hath 
ſveetned it unto Believers, Laſtly, let us 
ſolive, as that we may dye without fear, and 
they who bewail us, may not mourn as they 
who have no Hope, 1 Thefl. 4. 13. 


V. 6. Or ever the ſilver Cord be hoſed, 
or the go/den bou] be broken, er the pitcher be 
broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at 
the Ciſtern, \ Some underſtand this vere /;- 
eral.) 
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terally. 1. Of the oraaments. 2. Of the 
more needful inſtruments of life , whether . 
they be more obvious and eafie to come by, 
as to draiw water owt of a Fountain with a 
pitcher ; or More remote, Which are not 
®Otten withont labour and, coſt, as the. draw- 
10g of water out of a deep Well witha wheel 
and a chain. And ſo the meaning runs thus, 
Remember thy Creator in the daies of thy 
Youth, before God ſtrip thee of thine orna- 
wents Wherein thou now rejoyceſt, Thy 
plate, chains, rings, jewels, bracelets, which 
will then be too heavy for thee to wear, nec 
ſuff erre potes majoris pondera gemme : 2. 
Before he ſpoyl thee of the other Helps and 
Commodities of life , and make both thine 
extraordinary ornaments, and thine ordinary 
wenfils all uſeleſs unto thee :- or haply in 
this ſenſe the former clauſe may relate unto 
rich men,Let not thy filver and gold bewitch 
thee :. the later unto eveaver wen, Let' not 
thy pitcher and thy wheel take thee off from 
minding the things of another anq4 a better 
life, Others carry on the A//egory, making 
theſe things figurative and elegant expreſſi- 
ons of death, and of thoſe evils which im- 
mediately forego it, to wit, the diflolution 
of thoſe parts which are moſt -vital ; for 
death, as in the Rtorming or battering of a 

| Gartt- 
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Garriſon, doth firſt break and weaken the 
-out-works, the bodily /iezhs, and outward 
ſenſes, and and after that ſets upon 
the in-works, and the FVital;s, He here 
compareth Life unto a Fountain, or Well, 
out of which men draw water with a 
Cord, a bowl,or backet,a pitcher,and a wheel. 
And as when theſe are broken we can draw 
water no more, ſo when the Vital parts are 
decayed, there is no hope longer to draw life 
into the body which is the Ciftern, This 
Life he compares, for the pretionſneſs of it, 
unto f/ver and gold, for the neakneſs and 
fragility of it, unto a pireber, and for the ;x- 
fability- and unſetledneſs of i, unto a 
wheel, 

Now beſides this general proportion be- 
tween life and theſe things as the figures of 
it, Interpreters do make the particulars here 
mentioned to anſwer unto ſome particalars 
in the vital parts of the body, 


I. By the f/ver Cord, they underſtand the 
marrow or pich of che back,continued from the 
brain as it were ina cord or ſtri-g unto the 
bottom of the back-bones, and fur the white 
colour of it, compared ane filver, It may 
alſobe 3pplyed anto all. the other Sinews and 
Ligamerts of the body,which from the head, 
as 


2 
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as the Fountain, convey ſenſe and motion. 
upon the other parts. Hereby alſo may not 
unfitly be underſtood the chain and ſiveet 
harmony of the Elements and humors in the 
body, which being preſerved in its due pro- 
portion, the body doth receive life from the 
Soul which is the Spring thereof, but being 
once diflolved, life preſently faileth. 


2. By the Goldew bew/, they underſtand 
the Afeninx Or $kin wherein . 4 brain and 
vital powers thereof are contained as 1n a 
bowl, Others underſtand the b/oed which is 
in the heart, as in the pretious Fountain of 
life. Schindler rendreth it, Scatwrige Anti 
or avrea,& Would have us thereby to under- 
ſtand the Law of God, which is. compared 
unto Gold ; but the word is elſewhere uſed 
to fignthe a veſſel, Zach, 4.32, 3. 


3. By the foxntain, we may underſtand 
thoſe principal parts from whence vital ſup- 
plyes are drawn into the body, as from the 
Heal, Senſe, and motion; fromthe Heart, 
ſpirits, and heat, from the /iver, blovd. 


4. By the pitcher, and the whee/, thoſe /n- 
ffrumental and ſabſervient parts, which from 


theſe convey thoſe ſapplyes into the ſeveral 
veſſels 


—— 
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veſſz1s of the body, as into a Ciſtern, as the 
veins blood from the Liver, the arteries ſpi- 
rits from the heart, the Sinews motion and 
ſenſe from the brain. By all which we ſhould 
Jearn to dravy water of life out of' che ze/ls 
of Salvation , that out of our belly may 
floiy rivers of /iving water, through the con- 
tinual ſapplyes of the Spirit of grace, that 
all our ſprings may be in Chriſt, and our life 
hidden with him in God, Ifa. 14, 3. & 66. 
11,12, Zach, 13, 1, Jahn 4. 14. & 7. 
38, 39. 

In the ſecond Chapter Solomon - had 
ſhewed usy The many choice varieties of 
pleaſure, riches, .and other excellent out- 


* ward bleſſings, in which he had ſought for 


contentment :"and in this Chapter he hath 
ma moſt elegant Allegory ſhewed us how 
quickly old age doth break them all, and take | 
aivay the comfort of them. 


V. 7.7 hen ſhall the Dau$t return to the 
Earth, as it was : and the ſpirit ſhall return 
wnto God who pave it. | The Daft, that 1s, 
The body, to thei the Original of it, Gen. . 
2.7. The zeakneſ; of it, Juſt is the weakeſt 
part of earth, PC, 103, 14. The baſeneſs 
and vi/enzſs of it, Job 4. 19. Phil.3,21.Gen. 
18, 17: Jab 39. 19, Our O:iginal from the: 
duſt, 
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dut,OarReturn unto the duſt,ſhopld humble 
us, and make us vile in our own eyes, and - 
fhould warn us to make hatte to [ſecure a 
better life before this be ended; and not to 
put off the endeavours :towards it unto old 
age, which hiply we may never attain unto, 
and if we do, will bring it ſelf work enough 
for uy todo. Death is ſwift, and uncertain : 
Sio, the longer lived in, doth the tmore har- 
den : Repentance is not in our Call or com- 
mand when we pleaſe : and it is a.work of 
the whole man, and the vyhole life : The 
vyork deferred vvill be greater, the time to 
do-it in vvill be ſhorter, the ſtrength to do t . 
by vvill be leſs,: bodily infirmities vvill diſ- 
able ſpiritual aftions,, God vvill haye leſs 
honour and ſervice from us, and vve ſhall 
have more ſorrovy, and leſs-comfort, There» 


. fore remember thy Creator, before the Duſt 


return to the Earth vyhence it came, 

And theſpirit ſhall return unto God who 
gave it. ] The Sol is called a Spirit, tO 
note the Immateria! ſubſtance of it, and its 
original, It came from him who is the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, Heb. 12. 9, Gen. 2. 7+ 

ſhall return unto God that gave it | Me 
ſtet Fudicio ante Deum ? That it-may appear 
before his Tribunal to be judged: as the 
Chatdee well paraphraſeth the place. As 
cor. 


CE mm am 
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certainly as the body goes unto the duſt, fo 
certainly the Soul returneth unto God to be 
judged. The godly are tranſlated into Pa- 
radiſe, into Abrahams boſome, into the can-= 
dition of Juſt men made perfeR, Luke 16. 
22,and 23.34. Heb, 12. 23, The wicked 
into the priſon of diſobedient ſpirits, reſer- 
yed there in Hell unto the Judgement of the 
oreat day, Luke 16. 23.1 Pet. 3. 19. 


V. 8, V anity of V anities, ſaith the 
Preacher: All is Vanity. | As Mathema- 
ticians having made their demonſtration, do 
then reſume their principal concluſion with 
a gued erat demonflrandum: ſo here the 
Fi man having Made 2 large and diſtin& 
demonſtration, That the Happineſs of man 
doth not Rand in Any, or in All the Con- 
tents which the World can afford,both in re- 
exrd of their diſpreportios unto him, and 
their di/continnance With him, He doth 
hereby conclude his diſcourſe, 1, With a 
confident affirming what he had in the be- 
®inning undertaken to prove. 

2. With-a ſtrong and ſolid vindication 
thereof from any Cavils which might yet 
ariſe in the minds of men againſt it. 

3. With a poſitive Conelufion containing 


the ſum of the whole Book, and the right 
means 


Cap.12. the Both of Ecclefiaſtes. 403 
means unto true Happineſs indeed, 

V. 9. And moreover, becauſe the Preach- 
er mas wiſe, be ſtill taught the prople know- 
ledge : yea be gave good beed,and / ought out, 
and ſet in order many Proverbs. V.10. The 
Preacher ſought to find out Acceptable words; 
and that Chick was written was upri br, even 
words of truth. | Here Solomon commen- 
deth the doQrinetaught in this Book. 

x. Becauſe it was-the doQtrine of a pexi- 
tent Convert : for Repentance 1s an excel- 
lent means to diſcern and acknowledge ſpi- 
ritual truth, 2 Tim. 2.25, James 1.21. 

2, Becauſe he was indued with »wi/4owe 
from God, ſo that they came and ſent from 
remote Countreys to hear him, 2 Reg. 4. 
30, 3T. 

3. He uſed this wiſdome aright, he did 
not hide his talent in a napkin, but being 
taught of God himſelf, he alſo ravghe the 


prope; and being converted himſelf, he 


ſought to convert athers, and hereby ſhewed 
himſelf tobe wiſe, and a penitent indeed, 
Pſ. 51.12, 13. John4,28, 29. Joh. 1,41, 
45. Luke 2. 17, & 24. 33, 34, 35+ Prov. 
II. 30. 

4, Becauſe he was exceeding conſiderate 
in the doftrine he taught, he gave good beed 
wnto #, and weighed it in the ballance 'of 
Wiſe 
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. wiſdome. He was exceeding diligent to 
lexrn of 5thers, and to Rudy himſelf. He 
was very perſpicacious and judicious, to ſe- 
let choice matter co teach the people, 1 
Pet. 1, 10, 

5. Becauſe he had been exceeding ſuc- 
cesful 1n that diſquifition, and had. compeſed 
many excellent and wiſe parables tor 1n- 
ftruQion in piety, vertue, and prudence, 1 
Reg. 4+ 32. 

Whereupon he doth, fixthly, commend 
the doQArine he taught from the nature and 
quality of it, 7, They were Yerba deſderii, 
pleaſant,delightful,acceptable words, ſuch as 
would be worthy of all entertainment, ad 
miniſter ſolid comfort aud refreihmeat to 
the hearers, Pſal.19. 1o, 1 Tim, I. 13, 


2. They were Ferba Refkituding , equal 
and right words,not looſe, fabulous, amorous, 
impertinent, which ſhould ſatisfie the itch of 
the ear, or tickle only a wanton fancy ; but 
they were profitable and wholſome wards ; 
he” did ſo ſeek to pleaſe men, as thatit 
might be unto edification, and for their pro- 
fit, x Cor, 10. 33, 2 Tin, 3. 16. wvords 
written to make men ſound and npright, 
Proy. 8. 8. to make their paths dir2& and 
Rraight,without falſenzfle or hypocrine. 


3« They 
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3, They were Verbs veritatis, words of 
truth and infallible certainty , which woald 
not deceive or miſguide rhoſe that ſhou!d 
yield up themſelves tothe direCtion of them, 
Pal. 19. 9. Job. 17, 17. A truth whichis 
ſanRifying and ſaving, Epheſ. 1. .13., and 
in theſe reſpe&s moſt worthy of our Atten- 
tion and belief, Many other books. Solo- 
mon Wrote , beſides thoſe which we now 
have mentioned, 1 Repg.4.32,33. 2 Chron, 
35. 4. See Joſephas Antiquit, lib. 8. cap. 
2. Pineda de Rebus Solomonis , lib. 3, Six- 
tus Senenſis Biblioth, lib.2, 


V.11. The words of the miſe are 44 goads, 
and as nailes faſtened by the Maſters of Aſ- 
ſewmllies, which are given from one ſhepherd. | 
Before , he ſhewed the 'Internal Quality of 
the doQrine taught in the Church ; here, he 
ſheweth the uſe, vertue, Efficacy and Au- 
thority thereof, and that by Two excellent 
Similitudes. 

Firſt Of Goades, ſententious and conciſe 
parables.and wiſe Sayings , have a notable «- 


eamen in them-toflirre up the heart unto at- ' 


tention , and to" orge our ſluggiſh affeRions 
forward unto obedience zas the goad quick- 
ens the Oxe unto labour. This 1s the 
nature of {ound and ſpiritual do&rine, it 
| ſearch- 
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hearers of it unto Duty , doth not flatter any 


in their fins, or ſecurity, butrouzeth them + 


np, and awakeneth them, Pſal. 4F 5. I. 
49. 2. AQ. 2. 37, Heb. 4. 12, Shamgar 
with an .Oxe goad ſlew fixe hundred Phili- 
ftines, Judg. 3. 31, Such is the power of 
the word to mortifie our lufts and corrupti- 


on, - 

Secandly, Of aay/cs or takes, by which 
we are faſtened and confirmed in our duties; 
a Metaphor 'either from Smwicbs and Carpen- 
ters, Who faſten their work” together with 
nailes ; or from Shepherds, who faſten their 


N 


-burdles and ſheep-pens together with flakes . | 


fixed in the ground , as likewiſe 7 eur; were 


wont with cords arg? Pits of fakes to be pit- | 
chec 54-2. 11.22.23, clfe- ? 
whete the word is compared unto an Hamw- 
wer, whereby theſe nailes are this faſtened, 


ched, Ifa.33.20. 


Jer 23. 20. 


 faſtentd by the maſters of AI twblie,\ Or, 


planted and fixed, fo the Apoſtle compa- 
. reth preaching tmto- planting, x Cot. 3. 6. 
2nd. the Wortis called aby&® Yulſ®, at 
implanted, of ingrafted word, James 1. 21. 
Some read the words thus, The words of the 
wiſe are 41 grades, and as nayles faftued , 
They Are the Maſters of Colleivns , or the 
nag; cot choyeeſt 


Cap.r2, 
ſearcheth , pricketh , and extimulateth the ? 
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choyceſt and moſt principal ColleCtions,un- 
$to which 0 other writing is to be comMpa- 
red, unto Which all other learning 4s to be an 
# handmaid,to wait upon it, & to be ſubſervient 
| unto it; & thus they are a further: commenda- 
tion of the Scripture,from the excellency and 
preeminency of them above all other writings, 
Others thus; A goads,and. as nails fixed gui- 
bus fins Coagmentationes OtCoflettions,(0 that 
the nails are the Maſters of the ColleQions, 
according to the former ſenſe; They who for- 
fake the Word, have ſcatter'd, broken, dis- 
joynted, diſcompoſed minds and affeRions; 
But the Word is of a knitting, and uniting 
vyertue, Epheſ.4.12. 13,14, 15, 16, Col. 2. 
19, Others, by this expretfion, underſtand 

thoſe” who -did colle& the do&rine of the 
I Holy men of God, and compoſe them in 
brief Summaries for the uſe-of the Church': 
i» } ſuch as were the ſervants of Hezekiah,Piov. 
25,1. like unto that Colleds of wiſe and 
»  } learned men, whom Juſtinian the Emperour 
- Þ imployed in gathering into one Body or Pan- 
þ» Þ deRt the Abridgment of the civil Laws : and 
i ÞF likewiſe thoſe Doors and Paſtours of the 
Chutch, whoſe work it is to faſten theſgnails 
in the heatts of the people by theitMiniſtery; 
as Peter did in thzirs to whom he rover 
Act.21,37.Theſe are all very ſqund& mutyal 
J<anliſtent ſenſes, which for ſubftance agree 
| S in 
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in one end to ſhew the efficacy of the word, 
The Axthority whereof 1s confirmed by the 

next clauſe, 

_ #hich are given from one Shepberd|Though 
the Colle&ors,Expounders, & pnbliſhers of 
the word be wany,ſome Prophets,ſome Apo- 
files, ſome EvangeliRs,fome Paſtors & Tca«; 
.chers ; yet the word it ſelf hath its original! 

fron One principal Shepberd, the great She 
herd of the ſheep, and Maſter of -the houſe, 
He by his Spirit inſpired it, and by the ſame 
- -Spirit affiſteth his Miniſters in the difpenſa- 
tion of it, Itis be that ſpeaketh in them & by 
them, ſo long as they keep to their conimiſſ- 
on, and deliver. nothing to the people but! 
the counſel ef God,and that which they hawey 
firſt received, ., Chriſt 4s here, as elſewhersgF 
calleda Shepherd, in purſuance of the Mes 
taphor of goads and ſtakes, whereby herdſmes 
drive their oxen, and ſhepherds pitch theit 
caules, John.10,21. Heb. 13.20. 1 Pet.5:4.f 

Herevy then is noted, The Divine Authority 

of the hol y Scriptures delivered by Inſpirati 
on unto the: Pen-man' thereof for the uſe -t 
Church. The Spiritof Chrifſt-being in thok 
that wrote them, 1 Pet.1.11.' 2 Pet, 1, 21 
© 2Tim.3.16. 2'Cor.13.3. Heb.1.1,2.& 
3,4. & 12.25, Andalſo the duty of Paſte 
to deliver nothing to the ſheep-of Chriſt,by 
:that which is bis, and which cometh frot 


Q, GB as o- Aa.  -»- w as em oc cc co .}__ 


A 


——— c£ﬀ WE eas 


— 


Cap,12, the Book of Ecclefiaftes.0 409 
himſelf, Jer.23.22, Iſai.21.10. 1 Reg. 22. 
14.Ezek.2.7, As 5.20. & 20,27._1 Cor. 
Ezek,3.4, T1 Pet.q,1r,'1-Joh. 1.7, 

V..12, And further, by theſe, my ſonne, 
be adwmwoniſhed: of making many books there is 
no-end, and much ſtudy is a4 mearineſe of the 
fleſh} And _ The Learned do by this 
word,joyn this verſe unto the three former,as 
an inference-from-them. - And ſome render 
it thus. "Quo0d relignm if#ithat which remains 
as is the reſ#/t of all this inquiry is this, That | 
fince the Preacher-was- wiſe and faithfol, to 
ſeek out ſacl acceptable-words; words of 
li-} © truth, conſonaritsothedoArine of other wiſe - 
ny men, -effeAtual; a9 goads and neils; delivers - 
KY edfiom the greatand chief ſhepherd of the 
oF flock: That: I ſaywhich hereupoiiemains 
a is this, -7bat- thou wy ſon be admoniſhed by 
nt theſt words, Othersbegin the ninth Verſe 
el thins, And'rather, becauſe the Preacher-was © 
44 wiſe, &c. andthen hererepeat it, Andre 
uh ther, 1 ſay, by theſe be admoniſhed, rather 
try by theſe dotrines of mine, then by any other 

| humane and vain writings, - Ampiins bis, - 
cave, queras , ſo Vatablus: and guod plus ef 
i/tis, cave ab iſto; ſo Cajetan, Wratever 
others ſay , If they: ſpeak not according unto. ' 
theſe words, there 1s no wiſdom in'them, 
and therefore no heed'to-be given untothem, . 
Ia, 8, 20, Theſe are the woſt excelfent 

$3. maiſt 
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Monitors thou canſt have ; from theſe thou 
maift moſt richly-be informed , and-warned 
how to live, Pſal.. 19. 11. Ka 
of waking many books there is no end, KC, | 
An argument to enforce the exhortation,from 
the fruitleſsneſs and yanty of other ſtudies. 
Firſt, Fhere is no end of writing them , 
one refutes.nhat another wrote, another vin- 
Gicates what his adrerfary diſliked, If hap- 
pineſs were to be ſought for in aumane wri- 
tings ; The Volums are ſo i»ſxite , the opi- 
' nions: ſo endleſs and various , that it would 
be impoſſible for any man to find it out of 
them z when a man had.with-much cusiofity, 
and<continual reading, wearied himſelf, and 
pined his fleſh away , be-wonld find it all an 
- unprofitable, and impertinent Jabour, weari- 
nefs to the body , without any ſatisfaRion 
' tothe mind. Therefore let theſe words, ſu 
fem, and yet ſo fu/! , be thy counſellors : He 
that will not be admonifhed by thoſe , ſhall 
never be ſatisfied with any others : He that 
refuſeth the Wheat, will be but choaked with 
the Chaff, Well may we ſay unto this one 
Shepherd , as Peter did, Lord , ro whors 
ſhall. me Poo ? Thou baſt the words of eternal 
life, Joh. 6, 68. Theſe only are the Wri- 
tings which make us-wiſe unt ſalvation, and 
do furniſh us throughly unto all good works; 
2 Tim. 3. 15, 17, others are fofall in 
| tne 
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their order ; Theſe only-are the Ree of faith *. 
and life. i [0 


V.13. Let us hear. the concluſion" of the 
whole matter; Fear God and keep bis com= - 
mandements : far this is the nhole 'duty-of 4 
wan | Or, the whole end of the matter; or 
the Summe: and: ſubRance of the whole 'mat- 
ter..is heard; The diſcourſe'df mans happi- 
neſs, Which in this Book I have undertaken, - 
is atan end, io more need be ſaid of it; The 
ſumme of. all is comprized in theſe two 
words, Fear God, keep his Commantdements, 
this 1s all man needs, 80.lead an happy life.. . 


Let ns bear the concluſion of the whole mat= - 
ter | This/ 18 an. Zxordium 'to flir up atten- 
tied 3 I will intwo words give you an A-'- 
bridgement of all that can be ſaid , there- 
fore take ſpecial heed to remember them. 
The Verſe degins with a great Letter in the - 
Original, which'is as Buxtorf, ihis Tiberius: - 
notes;to excite the more heed and attention, 
the whole ſum of the duty of maty, being con- 
tained in this ſhort aying , wh-rein he ob=' 
ſerveth the right erdex ; for firſt, he begins 
with the internal roor of all vbedience and 
worſhip , which i, a fihal, reverend, awful, 
and loving car of God and his goodneſs 1n 
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the. heart,” Hof. 3;.5; Proy.iL; 7. -Second- 
ly, He proceedeth unto the frujr , which 

weth out of this root of filial fear & love, 
edabroad in the heart,, which is an equal, 
uniform , conſtant ,\ univerſal obſerving- of 

- his Commandements; of a/ of them with- 

out partiality ; of all of them, as;s, in obe- 

dience. to h18 authority , in the acknow- 
ledgement of His Holineſs in them , and-of 
bis Dominion. and. Soveraignty over us : 
keep His. Commandements out of fear to 
daſpleafe him ; out of conſcience to approve - 
your ſelves unto him ;- out of care: to bring 

ory. to his Name, to teſtifie. your thank- 
tulneſs for his mercies , and your covformity 
to his Will. | 

Thus to fear God, and to keep'/his' Com- 
mandements JS the whole of man : About this 
ſhonld he ſpend all the Rirenprhy of his 
thoughts and cares; This is the ſamme of 
all , whick: man «can , after af his-writing, 
readiag , ſtudying, inquiring, in order unto 
| happineſs, attain unto 5 This is the whole 

> happineſs of: man, or, all the means which 
man cantiſe to come unto happinels at the 
laſt ; This isthe dafis, and bottom of all that 
perfeRion which: man 1s. capable-of ; It is 

| © the whole dutyof man, and'the duty of a/l 

wen that will bEhappy, Jo 38. 28, -- S 

Tius 
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This neceſſarily, takes in the Doctrine of 
faith in Chriſt , becauſe without him we can 
do nothing ,. by faith- in him, the heart is 
purified to fear and: love God ; and by that * 
tear and love, it is inclined to obey his Com- 
mandements, 1 Joh, 3. 5. Joh. 14, 22, 

V. 14. For God ſhall bring every work 
into judgement , with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil] This 
is a ſtrong motive unto fear and obedience ; 
If the Excellency of the DoCtrine do nor 
perſwade , let the Terrour of Gods Judge- 
ment drive unto duty, Becauſe be bath 
apprinted 4 day wherein be mill judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, AG. 17. 31, 2/Cor. 
5. 9, 10, Rom, 2.16, & 14, 19, 

with every ſeeret thing] Its the day of 
the Revelation of Gods rightzons Judges 
ment. Hypocrifie ſhall be diſcloſed , Sin- 
cerity ſhall be rewarded , becauſe nothing 
is hidden from him, Heb. 4. 13. All other 
things are vain , but it is not vain to fear the 
Lord. They that do good, their works will 
folow them into Heaven ; and they that do 
evil, their works will hunt and purſue them 
into Hell, 
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